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This section of the FEDERAL REGISTER
contains regulatory documents having general
applicability and legal effect, most of which
are keyed to and codified in the Code of
Federal Regulations, which is published under
50 titles pursuant to 44 U.S.C. 1510.

The Code of Federal Regulations is sold by
the Superintendent of Documents.

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Federal Aviation Administration

14 CFR Part 39

[Docket No. FAA-2025-1355; Project
Identifier AD-2025-00016—A; Amendment
39-23229; AD 2026-01-01]

RIN 2120-AA64

Airworthiness Directives; Honda
Aircraft Company LLC Airplanes

AGENCY: Federal Aviation
Administration (FAA), DOT.

ACTION: Final rule.

SUMMARY: The FAA is adopting a new
airworthiness directive (AD) for certain
Honda Aircraft Company LLC (Honda)
Model HA—-420 airplanes. This AD was
prompted by the discovery of a gap
between the trailing edge wing nut
plates and leading edge aileron balance
weights being less than the minimum
required clearance. This AD requires
replacing the affected left and right
aileron fixed balance weights with
reduced geometry fixed balance
weights. The FAA is issuing this AD to
address the unsafe condition on these
products.

DATES: This AD is effective February 17,
2026.

The Director of the Federal Register
approved the incorporation by reference
of a certain publication listed in this AD
as of February 17, 2026.

ADDRESSES:

AD Docket: You may examine the AD
docket at regulations.gov under Docket
No. FAA-2025-1355; or in person at
Docket Operations between 9 a.m. and
5 p.m., Monday through Friday, except
Federal holidays. The AD docket
contains this final rule, any comments
received, and other information. The
address for Docket Operations is U.S.
Department of Transportation, Docket
Operations, M—30, West Building
Ground Floor, Room W12-140, 1200

New Jersey Avenue SE, Washington, DC
20590.

Material Incorporated by Reference:

¢ For Honda Aircraft Company
material identified in this AD, contact
Honda, 6430 Ballinger Road,
Greensboro, NC 27410; phone: (336)
662—0246; website: hondajet.com.

¢ You may view this material at the
FAA, Airworthiness Products Section,
Operational Safety Branch, 901 Locust,
Kansas City, MO 64106. For information
on the availability of this material at the
FAA, call (817) 222-5110. It is also
available at regulations.gov under
Docket No. FAA-2025-1355.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Tuan Tran, Aviation Safety Engineer,
FAA, 1701 Columbia Avenue, College
Park, GA 30337; phone: (404) 474-5522;
email: ECB-COS@faa.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Background

The FAA issued a notice of proposed
rulemaking (NPRM) to amend 14 CFR
part 39 by adding an AD that would
apply to certain Honda Model HA—420
airplanes. The NPRM was published in
the Federal Register on July 7, 2025 (90
FR 29804). The NPRM was prompted by
a production quality assurance
inspection that revealed a gap between
the trailing edge wing nut plates and
leading edge aileron balance weights
with less than the minimum required
clearance. This reduction could result in
jamming or contact between the balance
weights and the nut plates and could
negatively affect flight and cause
damage to the airplane. The unsafe
condition, if not addressed, could result
in loss of control of the airplane. In the
NPRM, the FAA proposed to require
replacing the affected left and right
aileron fixed balance weights with
reduced geometry fixed balance
weights. The FAA is issuing this AD to
address the unsafe condition on these
products.

Discussion of Final Airworthiness
Directive

Comments

The FAA received comments from
one commenter. The commenter was
Honda. The following presents the
comments received on the NPRM and
the FAA’s response to each comment.

Request To Revise the Background
Paragraph and Unsafe Condition

Honda requested that the FAA remove
the mention of potential jamming
between the wing trailing edge nut
plates and aileron leading edge balance
weights from the Background paragraph
of the proposed AD and revise the
paragraph to read; ““This reduction
could result in contact between the
balance weights and nut plates, if not
addressed causing damage to the
airplane.” Honda also requested that the
FAA remove mention of potential
jamming and loss of control of the
airplane from paragraph (e) of the
proposed AD, and revise the unsafe
condition to read; “The FAA is issuing
this AD to prevent contact between the
balance weights and the nut plates. The
unsafe condition, if not addressed,
could result in damage to the airplane.”
Honda noted that prior to every flight in
service, the pilot verifies that all flight
controls are “free and correct,” and if
ailerons have the potential to bind, the
condition would be caught during these
flight control checks. Honda also noted
that multiple aileron travel checks did
not result in reports of interference or
jamming on numerous potentially
affected airplanes and the risk of
jamming is not substantiated by
operational data.

The FAA disagrees with the request to
revise the Background language because
there is still a potential of jamming or
interference between the balance
weights and nut plates at maximum
aileron deflection during landing or
mid-flight. The FAA notes that the
reduced gap condition still existed in 10
affected airplanes, and there is not
enough substantiated data to show any
mitigation effect to the jamming or
interference at maximum aileron
deflection. The FAA has not changed
this AD based on this request.

Request To Revise Paragraph (g)
“Required Actions”

Honda requested that the FAA revise
paragraph (g) of the proposed AD, so
that before further flight replacement of
the balance weights would only be
necessary if interference is found during
the clearance check. The commenter
stated that the use of “before further
flight” is not warranted based on
Honda’s safety risk assessment since
multiple aileron travel checks did not
result in reports of interference or
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jamming on numerous potentially
affected airplanes and the risk of
jamming is not substantiated by
operational data. Honda also stated that
its requested approach would align with
Honda’s safety risk assessment and
operational experience, and allow for a
targeted response based on actual
findings rather than a blanket
requirement that Honda said may not be
necessary. Honda also argued that
paragraph (g)(3) of the proposed AD is
not warranted and would only cause
delays for completion of this action
because Honda has FAA-approved data
that allows use of the larger balance
weights having part number (P/N) HJ1—
15751-137-005, but chose not to
include the larger adjustable weight part
number in the parts list of the service
bulletin in order to track utilization of
the longer weights. The instructions to
install them are in step (5)
Accomplishment Instructions of the
Service Bulletin.

Further, the FAA notes that the
reduced gap condition still existed in 10
out of 38 affected airplanes. Even if
these 10 airplanes had the aileron
checks done on the issue date of Honda
Aircraft Company Service Bulletin No.
SB—420-27-011, Revision B, dated
December 12, 2024, they still require
replacement of the affected left and right
aileron fixed balance weights with
reduced geometry fixed balance weights
before further flight after the effective
date of this AD. Prolonging this unsafe
condition for another 60 days would
introduce additional unnecessary safety
risk, and there is not substantiated data
to show any mitigation effect to the
jamming or interference at maximum
aileron deflection. The FAA also notes
that it is important to ensure that the
ailerons are properly balanced with the

appropriate configuration under an
FAA-approved procedure, especially
when a mixed combination and order
between different types of balance
weight can introduce further
complications and complexity. The
FAA has not changed this AD based on
this request.

Request To Remove ‘‘Differences
Between This Proposed AD and the
Reference Material” Paragraph

Honda requested that the FAA remove
the “Differences Between This Proposed
AD and the Reference Material”
paragraph from the proposed AD. The
commenter noted that Honda already
uses FAA-approved data that allows for
use of the larger balance weights having
P/N HJ1-15751-137-005, and the
information currently in the Differences
paragraph of the proposed AD would
cause unnecessary delays.

The FAA disagrees with the request.
The FAA acknowledges that Honda uses
FAA-approved data allowing for use of
larger balance weights having P/N HJ1—
15751-137-005, but the process for
installation of the balance weight is not
appropriately highlighted and detailed
in Honda Aircraft Company Service
Bulletin No. SB—420-27-011, Revision
B, dated December 12, 2024. The FAA
also notes that it is important to ensure
that the ailerons are properly balanced
with the appropriate configuration
under an FAA-approved procedure,
especially when a mixed combination
and order between different types of
balance weights can introduce further
complications and complexity. The
FAA has not changed this AD based on
this request.

Conclusion

The FAA reviewed the relevant data,
considered any comments received, and

ESTIMATED COSTS

determined that air safety requires
adopting this AD as proposed.
Accordingly, the FAA is issuing this AD
to address the unsafe condition on these
products. Except for minor editorial
changes, this AD is adopted as proposed
in the NPRM. None of the changes will
increase the economic burden on any
operator.

Material Incorporated by Reference
Under 1 CFR Part 51

The FAA reviewed Honda Aircraft
Company Service Bulletin No. SB—420—
27—-011, Revision B, dated December 12,
2024. This material specifies procedures
for replacing the affected left and right
aileron fixed balance weights with
reduced geometry fixed balance weights
to ensure the minimum required
clearances are maintained with the
adjacent wing trailing edge panel
fasteners.

This material is reasonably available
because the interested parties have
access to it through their normal course
of business or by the means identified
in the ADDRESSES section.

Differences Between This AD and the
Referenced Material

Honda Aircraft Company Service
Bulletin No. SB-420-27-011, Revision
B, dated December 12, 2024, specifies
contacting Honda if proper aileron
balance cannot be attained using
adjustable balance weights, but this AD
requires using a procedure approved by
the Manager, East Certification Branch,
FAA.

Costs of Compliance

The FAA estimates that this AD
affects 38 airplanes of U.S. registry.

The FAA estimates the following
costs to comply with this AD:

. Cost per Cost on U.S.
Action Labor cost Parts cost product operators
Replace the left and right inboard and outboard | 45 work-hours x $85 per hour = $3,825 .......... $3,676 $7,501 $285,038
fixed balance weights.

The instructions for repair could vary
significantly from airplane to airplane if
proper aileron balance cannot be
attained using adjustable balance
weights. The FAA has no way of
determining the cost of this repair or the
number of airplanes that may require
repair.

The FAA has included all known
costs in its cost estimate. According to
the manufacturer, however, some of the
costs of this AD may be covered under

warranty, thereby reducing the cost
impact on affected operators.

Authority for This Rulemaking

Title 49 of the United States Code
specifies the FAA’s authority to issue
rules on aviation safety. Subtitle I,
section 106, describes the authority of
the FAA Administrator. Subtitle VII:
Aviation Programs, describes in more
detail the scope of the Agency’s
authority.

The FAA is issuing this rulemaking
under the authority described in
Subtitle VII, Part A, Subpart III, Section
44701: General requirements. Under
that section, Congress charges the FAA
with promoting safe flight of civil
aircraft in air commerce by prescribing
regulations for practices, methods, and
procedures the Administrator finds
necessary for safety in air commerce.
This regulation is within the scope of
that authority because it addresses an
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unsafe condition that is likely to exist or
develop on products identified in this
rulemaking action.

Regulatory Findings

This AD will not have federalism
implications under Executive Order
13132. This AD will not have a
substantial direct effect on the States, on
the relationship between the national
government and the States, or on the
distribution of power and
responsibilities among the various
levels of government.

For the reasons discussed above, I
certify that this AD:

(1) Is not a “significant regulatory
action” under Executive Order 12866,

(2) Will not affect intrastate aviation
in Alaska, and

(3) Will not have a significant
economic impact, positive or negative,
on a substantial number of small entities
under the criteria of the Regulatory
Flexibility Act.

List of Subjects in 14 CFR Part 39

Air transportation, Aircraft, Aviation
safety, Incorporation by reference,
Safety.

The Amendment

Accordingly, under the authority
delegated to me by the Administrator,
the FAA amends 14 CFR part 39 as
follows:

PART 39—AIRWORTHINESS
DIRECTIVES

m 1. The authority citation for part 39
continues to read as follows:

Authority: 49 U.S.C. 106(g), 40113, 44701.
§39.13 [Amended]

m 2. The FAA amends § 39.13 by adding
the following new airworthiness
directive:

2026-01-01 Honda Aircraft Company LLC:
Amendment 39-23229; Docket No.
FAA-2025-1355; Project Identifier AD—
2025-00016-A.

(a) Effective Date

This airworthiness directive (AD) is
effective February 17, 2026.

(b) Affected ADs

None.
(c) Applicability

This AD applies to Honda Aircraft
Company LLC (Honda) Model HA-420
airplanes, serial numbers 42000172,
42000235 through 42000265, and 42000267
through 42000272, certificated in any
category, with aileron balance weight part
number HJ1-15751-152—-003 or HJ1-15751—
157-003 installed.

(d) Subject

Joint Aircraft System Component (JASC)
Code 2710, Aileron Gontrol System.

(e) Unsafe Condition

This AD was prompted by the discovery
that the gap between the trailing edge wing
nut plates and leading edge aileron balance
weights may be less than the minimum
required clearance. The FAA is issuing this
AD to prevent jamming or contact between
the balance weights and the nut plates. The
unsafe condition, if not addressed, could
result in loss of control of the airplane.

(f) Compliance

Comply with this AD within the
compliance times specified, unless already
done.

(g) Required Actions

Before further flight after the effective date
of this AD, replace the left and right aileron
fixed balance weights in accordance with
steps 3.0(3) through 3.0(8) of the
Accomplishment Instructions in Honda
Aircraft Company Service Bulletin No. SB—
420-27-011, Revision B, dated December 12,
2024, except as provided in paragraphs (g)(1)
through (3) of this AD.

(1) Instead of discarding parts, you must
remove those parts from service.

(2) This AD does not require returning
parts to the manufacturer.

(3) Instead of contacting Honda if proper
aileron balance cannot be attained using
adjustable balance weights, this AD requires
attaining proper aileron balance using a
procedure approved by the Manager, East
Certification Branch, FAA.

(h) Alternative Methods of Compliance
(AMOCs)

(1) The Manager, East Certification Branch,
FAA, has the authority to approve AMOGCs
for this AD, if requested using the procedures
found in 14 CFR 39.19. In accordance with
14 CFR 39.19, send your request to your
principal inspector or local Flight Standards
District Office, as appropriate. If sending
information directly to the manager of the
East Certification Branch, send it to the
attention of the person identified in
paragraph (i) of this AD and email to:
AMOC@faa.gov.

(2) Before using any approved AMOC,
notify your appropriate principal inspector,
or lacking a principal inspector, the manager
of the local flight standards district office/
certificate holding district office.

(3) For material that contains steps that are
labeled as RC the provisions of paragraphs
(h)(3)(i) and (ii) of this AD apply.

(i) The steps labeled as RC, including
substeps under an RC step and any figures
identified in an RC step, must be done to
comply with the AD. An AMOC is required
for any deviations to RC steps, including
substeps and identified figures.

(ii) Steps not labeled as RC may be
deviated from using accepted methods in
accordance with the operator’s maintenance
or inspection program without obtaining
approval of an AMOC, provided the RC steps,
including substeps and identified figures, can
still be done as specified, and the airplane
can be put back in an airworthy condition.

(i) Additional Information

For more information about this AD,
contact Tuan Tran, Aviation Safety Engineer,
FAA, 1701 Columbia Avenue, College Park,
GA 30337; phone: (404) 474-5522; email:
ECB-COS@faa.gov.

(j) Material Incorporated by Reference

(1) The Director of the Federal Register
approved the incorporation by reference
(IBR) of the material listed in this paragraph
under 5 U.S.C. 552(a) and 1 CFR part 51.

(2) You must use this material as
applicable to do the actions required by this
AD, unless the AD specifies otherwise.

(i) Honda Aircraft Company Service
Bulletin No. SB—420-27-011, Revision B,
dated December 12, 2024.

(ii) [Reserved]

(3) For Honda Aircraft Company material
identified in this AD, contact Honda Aircraft
Company LLC, 6430 Ballinger Road,
Greensboro, NC 27410; phone: (336) 662—
0246; website: hondajet.com.

(4) You may view this material at the FAA,
Airworthiness Products Section, Operational
Safety Branch, 901 Locust, Kansas City, MO
64106. For information on the availability of
this material at the FAA, call (817) 222-5110.

(5) You may view this material at the
National Archives and Records
Administration (NARA). For information on
the availability of this material at NARA,
visit www.archives.gov/federal-register/cfr/
ibr-locations or email fr.inspection@nara.gov.

Issued on January 8, 2026.
Steven W. Thompson,

Acting Deputy Director, Compliance &
Airworthiness Division, Aircraft Certification
Service.

[FR Doc. 2026—00454 Filed 1-12—-26; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4910-13-P

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
Federal Aviation Administration

14 CFR Part 97
[Docket No. 31643; Amdt. No. 4199]

Standard Instrument Approach
Procedures, and Takeoff Minimums
and Obstacle Departure Procedures;
Miscellaneous Amendments

AGENCY: Federal Aviation
Administration (FAA), DOT.
ACTION: Final rule.

SUMMARY: This rule establishes, amends,
suspends, or removes Standard
Instrument Approach Procedures
(SIAPS) and associated Takeoff
Minimums and Obstacle Departure
procedures (ODPs) for operations at
certain airports. These regulatory
actions are needed because of the
adoption of new or revised criteria, or
because of changes occurring in the
National Airspace System, such as the
commissioning of new navigational
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facilities, adding new obstacles, or
changing air traffic requirements. These
changes are designed to provide safe
and efficient use of the navigable
airspace and to promote safe flight
operations under instrument flight rules
at the affected airports.

DATES: This rule is effective January 13,
2026. The compliance date for each
SIAP, associated Takeoff Minimums,
and ODP is specified in the amendatory
provisions.

The incorporation by reference of
certain publications listed in the
regulations is approved by the Director
of the Federal Register as of January 13,
2026.

ADDRESSES: Availability of matters
incorporated by reference in the
amendment is as follows:

For Examination

1. U.S. Department of Transportation,
Docket Ops—M30. 1200 New Jersey
Avenue SE, West Bldg., Ground Floor,
Washington, DC 20590-0001.

2. The FAA Air Traffic Organization
Service Area in which the affected
airport is located;

3. The office of Aeronautical
Information Services, 6500 South
MacArthur Blvd., Oklahoma City, OK
73169 or,

4. The National Archives and Records
Administration (NARA). For
information on the availability of this
material at NARA, visit
www.archives.gov/federal-register/cfr/
ibr-locations or email fr.inspection@
nara.gov.

Availability

All SIAPs and Takeoff Minimums and
ODPs are available online free of charge.
Visit the National Flight Data Center at
nfdc.faa.gov to register. Additionally,
individual SIAP and Takeoff Minimums
and ODP copies may be obtained from
the FAA Air Traffic Organization
Service Area in which the affected
airport is located.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Rune Duke, Manager (Acting),
Standards Section, Flight Procedures
and Airspace Group, Aviation Safety,
Federal Aviation Administration.
Mailing Address: FAA Mike Monroney
Aeronautical Center, Flight Procedures
and Airspace Group, 6500 South
MacArthur Blvd., STB Annex, Bldg. 26,
Room 217, Oklahoma City, OK 73099.
Telephone (405) 954—-1139.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: This rule
amends 14 CFR part 97 by establishing,
amending, suspending, or removes
SIAPS, Takeoff Minimums and/or
ODPS. The complete regulatory
description of each SIAP and its

associated Takeoff Minimums or ODP
for an identified airport is listed on FAA
form documents which are incorporated
by reference in this amendment under 5
U.S.C. 552(a), 1 CFR part 51, and 14
CFR 97.20. The applicable FAA Forms
are 8260-3, 8260—4, 8260-5, 8260—15A,
8260-15B, when required by an entry
on 8260-15A, and 8260-15C.

The large number of SIAPs, Takeoff
Minimums and ODPs, their complex
nature, and the need for a special format
make publication in the Federal
Register expensive and impractical.
Further, pilots do not use the regulatory
text of the SIAPs, Takeoff Minimums or
ODPs, but instead refer to their graphic
depiction on charts printed by
publishers of aeronautical materials.
Thus, the advantages of incorporation
by reference are realized and
publication of the complete description
of each SIAP, Takeoff Minimums and
ODP listed on FAA form documents is
unnecessary. This amendment provides
the affected CFR sections and specifies
the types of SIAPS, Takeoff Minimums
and ODPs with their applicable effective
dates. This amendment also identifies
the airport and its location, the
procedure, and the amendment number.

Availability and Summary of Material
Incorporated by Reference

The material incorporated by
reference is publicly available as listed
in the ADDRESSES section.

The material incorporated by
reference describes SIAPS, Takeoff
Minimums and/or ODPs as identified in
the amendatory language for part 97 of
this final rule.

The Rule

This amendment to 14 CFR part 97 is
effective upon publication of each
separate SIAP, Takeoff Minimums and
ODP as amended in the transmittal.
Some SIAP and Takeoff Minimums and
textual ODP amendments may have
been issued previously by the FAA in a
Flight Data Center (FDC) Notice to
Airmen (NOTAM) as an emergency
action of immediate flights safety
relating directly to published
aeronautical charts.

The circumstances that created the
need for some SIAP and Takeoff
Minimums and ODP amendments may
require making them effective in less
than 30 days. For the remaining SIAPs
and Takeoff Minimums and ODPs, an
effective date at least 30 days after
publication is provided.

Further, the STAPs and Takeoff
Minimums and ODPs contained in this
amendment are based on the criteria
contained in the U.S. Standard for
Terminal Instrument Procedures

(TERPS). In developing these SIAPs and
Takeoff Minimums and ODPs, the
TERPS criteria were applied to the
conditions existing or anticipated at the
affected airports. Because of the close
and immediate relationship between
these SIAPs, Takeoff Minimums and
ODPs, and safety in air commerce, I find
that notice and public procedure under
5 U.S.C. 553(b) are impracticable and
contrary to the public interest and,
where applicable, under 5 U.S.C. 553(d),
good cause exists for making some
SIAPs effective in less than 30 days.

The FAA has determined that this
regulation only involves an established
body of technical regulations for which
frequent and routine amendments are
necessary to keep them operationally
current. It, therefore—(1) is not a
“significant regulatory action” under
Executive Order 12866; (2) is not a
“significant rule” under DOT
Regulatory Policies and Procedures (44
FR 11034; February 26, 1979); and (3)
does not warrant preparation of a
regulatory evaluation as the anticipated
impact is so minimal. For the same
reason, the FAA certifies that this
amendment will not have a significant
economic impact on a substantial
number of small entities under the
criteria of the Regulatory Flexibility Act.

Lists of Subjects in 14 CFR Part 97

Air traffic control, Airports,
Incorporation by reference, Navigation
(air).

Issued in Washington, DC, on January 2,
2026.

Rune Duke,
Manager (Acting), Standards Section, Flight
Procedures and Airspace Group, Flight

Technologies & Procedures Division, Federal
Aviation Administration.

Adoption of the Amendment

Accordingly, pursuant to the
authority delegated to me, 14 CFR part
97 is amended by establishing,
amending, suspending, or removing
Standard Instrument Approach
Procedures and/or Takeoff Minimums
and Obstacle Departure Procedures
effective at 0901 UTC on the dates
specified, as follows:

PART 97—STANDARD INSTRUMENT
APPROACH PROCEDURES

m 1. The authority citation for part 97
continues to read as follows:
Authority: 49 U.S.C. 106(f), 106(g), 40103,

40106, 40113, 40114, 40120, 44502, 44514,
44701, 44719, 44721-44722.

m 2. Part 97 is amended to read as
follows:
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Effective 19 February 2026

Stamford, TX, F56, RNAV (GPS) RWY 17,
Orig-E

Stamford, TX, F56, RNAV (GPS) RWY 35,
Orig-D

Effective 19 March 2026

Camden, AL, 61A, RNAV (GPS) RWY 18,
Orig-B

Camden, AL, 61A, RNAV (GPS) RWY 36,
Orig-A

Greenville, AL, PRN, Takeoff Minimums and
Obstacle DP, Amdt 1A

Magnolia, AR, AGO, RNAV (GPS) RWY 36,
Amdt 1D

Newport, AR, M19, Takeoff Minimums and
Obstacle DP, Amdt 1

Buckeye, AZ, BXK, RNAV (GPS) RWY 17,
Orig

Buckeye, AZ, BXK, RNAV (GPS) RWY 35,
Orig

Buckeye, AZ, KBXK, Takeoff Minimums and
Obstacle DP, Orig

Miami, FL, MIA, RNAV (RNP) Y RWY 12,
Orig-E

Quitman, GA, 4J5, RNAV (GPS) RWY 10,
Amdt 2

Quitman, GA, 4J5, Takeoff Minimums and
Obstacle DP, Amdt 1

Winder, GA, WDR, NDB RWY 31, Amdt 9E,
CANCELED

Le Mars, IA, LR], Takeoff Minimums and
Obstacle DP, Amdt 4

Marshalltown, IA, MIW, RNAV (GPS) RWY
13, Amdt 1C

Marshalltown, IA, MIW, RNAV (GPS) RWY
31, Amdt 1C

Sac City, IA, SKI, Takeoff Minimums and
Obstacle DP, Amdt 1

Chicago/Prospect Heights/Wheeling, IL,
PWK, RNAV (GPS) RWY 16, Amdt 2B

Chicago/Romeoville, IL, LOT, Takeoff
Minimums and Obstacle DP, Amdt 2

Chicago/West Chicago, IL, DPA, Takeoff
Minimums and Obstacle DP, Amdt 2

Monmouth, IL, C66, Takeoff Minimums and
Obstacle DP, Amdt 3

Bedford, IN, BFR, Takeoff Minimums and
Obstacle DP, Amdt 1

Crawfordsville, IN, CFJ, NDB RWY 5, Amdt

7

Crawfordsville, IN, CFJ, RNAV (GPS) RWY 5,
Amdt 2

Crawfordsville, IN, CFJ, RNAV (GPS) RWY
23, Amdt 2

Crawfordsville, IN, CFJ, Takeoff Minimums
and Obstacle DP, Amdt 2

Gary/Chicago, IN, GYY, Takeoff Minimums
and Obstacle DP, Amdt 9

New Castle, IN, UWL, RNAV (GPS) RWY 10,
Amdt 1A

New Castle, IN, UWL, RNAV (GPS) RWY 28,
Amdt 1A

New Castle, IN, UWL, Takeoff Minimums
and Obstacle DP, Amdt 1B

Junction City, KS, 3JC, Takeoff Minimums
and Obstacle DP, Amdt 2B

Deblois, ME, 43B, DEBLOIS TWO, Graphic
DP

Deblois, ME, 43B, Takeoff Minimums and
Obstacle DP, Amdt 1

Lincoln, ME, LRG, RNAV (GPS) RWY 16,
Amdt 1A

Lincoln, ME, LRG, RNAV (GPS) RWY 34,
Amdt 2A

Oxford, MS, UOX, VOR-A, Amdt 5B,
CANCELED

Manteo, NC, MQI, Takeoff Minimums and
Obstacle DP, Amdt 2A

Waxhaw, NC, N52, RNAV (GPS) RWY 4,
Amdt 1

Waxhaw, NC, N52, RNAV (GPS) RWY 22,
Orig-B

Oshkosh, NE, OKS, NDB RWY 12, Amdt 1E

Dansville, NY, DSV, RNAV (GPS) RWY 14,
Orig-D

Dansville, NY, DSV, RNAV (GPS)-A, Amdt 1

Cleveland, OH, CLE, ILS OR LOC RWY 6R,
ILS RWY 6R (SA CAT II), Amdt 23

Cleveland, OH, CGF, ILS OR LOC RWY 24,
Amdt 17

Cleveland, OH, CGF, RNAV (GPS) RWY 6,
Amdt 3

Cleveland, OH, CGF, RNAV (GPS) RWY 24,
Amdt 2A

Cleveland, OH, BKL, RNAV (GPS) RWY 24R,
Amdt 2

Cleveland, OH, BKL, Takeoff Minimums and
Obstacle DP, Amdt 8

Cleveland, OH, BKL, ZEYOU ONE, Graphic
DP

Dayton, OH, DAY, ILS OR LOC RWY 24R,
Amdt 10C

Dayton, OH, DAY, RNAV (GPS) RWY 6R,
Amdt 1D

Dayton, OH, GDK, Takeoff Minimums and
Obstacle DP, Amdt 4

Mansfield, OH, MFD, RNAV (GPS) RWY 14,
Amdt 1C

Mansfield, OH, MFD, RNAV (GPS) RWY 23,
Amdt 1B

Mansfield, OH, MFD, RNAV (GPS) RWY 32,
Orig-G

Medina, OH, 1G5, RNAV (GPS) RWY 27,
Amdt 1

Willoughby, OH, LNN, RNAV (GPS) RWY 10,
Amdt 1

Willoughby, OH, LNN, RNAV (GPS) RWY 28,
Amdt 1

Guymon, OK, GUY, NDB RWY 18, Amdt 5E,
CANCELED

Indiana, PA, IDI, Takeoff Minimums and
Obstacle DP, Amdt 1

Columbia/Mount Pleasant, TN, MRC, RNAV
(GPS) RWY 6, Amdt 1

Columbia/Mount Pleasant, TN, MRC, RNAV
(GPS) RWY 24, Amdt 1

Nashville, TN, BNA, ILS OR LOC RWY 20R,
Amdt 13

Union City, TN, UCY, Takeoff Minimums
and Obstacle DP, Amdt 1A

Bryan, TX, CFD, RNAV (GPS) RWY 15, Amdt
1D

Bryan, TX, CFD, RNAV (GPS) RWY 33, Amdt
1C

Floydada, TX, 41F, Takeoff Minimums and
Obstacle DP, Amdt 1

Plains, TX, F98, Takeoff Minimums and
Obstacle DP, Amdt 1

Culpeper, VA, CJR, NDB RWY 4, Orig-C,
CANCELED

Lynchburg, VA, W24, Takeoff Minimums and
Obstacle DP, Amdt 2

Newport News, VA, PHF, ILS OR LOC RWY
7, Amdt 35A

Newport News, VA, PHF, ILS OR LOC RWY
25, Amdt 2B

Newport News, VA, PHF, LOC RWY 20,
Amdt 2

Newport News, VA, PHF, RNAV (GPS) RWY
2, Amdt 2

Newport News, VA, PHF, RNAV (GPS) RWY
7, Amdt 5

Newport News, VA, PHF, RNAV (GPS) RWY
20, Amdt 3

Newport News, VA, PHF, RNAV (GPS) RWY
25, Amdt 4

Norfolk, VA, ORF, Takeoff Minimums and
Obstacle DP, Amdt 2

Norfolk, VA, ORF, VOR RWY 14, Amdt 3,
CANCELED

Norfolk, VA, ORF, VOR/DME RWY 32, Amdt
4F, CANCELED

Tangier, VA, TGI, RNAV (GPS)-B, Amdt 2

Eastsound, WA, ORS, SQURL TWO, Graphic
DP

Amery, WI, AHH, RNAV (GPS) RWY 18,
Amdt 1C

Amery, WI, AHH, RNAV (GPS) RWY 36,
Amdt 1C

Big Piney, WY, BPI, RNAV (GPS) RWY 32,
Amdt 1A

Big Piney, WY, BPI, Takeoff Minimums and
Obstacle DP, Amdt 1A

Big Piney, WY, BPI, VOR RWY 32, Amdt 4A

[FR Doc. 2026—00452 Filed 1-12—26; 8:45 am|
BILLING CODE 4910-13-P

DEPARTMENT OF STATE

22 CFR Part 172

[Public Notice: 12905]

RIN 1400-AG21

Service of Process; Address Change

AGENCY: Department of State.
ACTION: Final rule.

SUMMARY: This rule provides a change in
the address for service of process for
summonses, complaints, or other legal
documents directed to the Department
of State or to any Department employee
or former employee in connection with
federal or state litigation.

DATES: This rule is effective January 13,
2026.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Alice Kottmyer, Attorney Adviser,
Office of Management, kottmyeram@
state.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: As a result
of the 2025 reorganization of functions
within the Department of State, the
office formerly designated to receive
service of process has been eliminated.
The office now designated to receive
service of legal documents, including
commercial garnishments, is the Office
of the Executive Secretariat. This final
rule makes that change. The Department
will also coordinate with the Office of
Personnel Management to change the
Department’s address for service of
process listed in Appendix A of 5 CFR
part 581.

In addition, the National Defense
Authorization Act for FY 2026 changed
the names of some Department bureaus,
including the Bureau of Human
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Resources, which is included in
Amendatory Instruction 4.

Regulatory Analysis
Administrative Procedure Act

This rule is being published as a final
rule and is exempt from notice and
comment as a rule of agency
management. Since the rule is exempt
from 5 U.S.C. 553, the delay provisions
of 5 U.S.C. 553(d) do not apply.

Congressional Review Act

As this rule is a rule of agency
organization, procedure, or practice that
does not substantially affect the rights or
obligations of non-agency parties, it is
not a “rule” that is covered by the
Congressional Review Act. 5 U.S.C.
804(3)(C).

Unfunded Mandates Reform Act of 1995

This rule will not result in the
expenditure by State, local, or tribal
governments, in the aggregate, or by the
private sector, of $100 million in any
year; and it will not significantly or
uniquely affect small governments.
Therefore, no actions were deemed
necessary under the provisions of the
Unfunded Mandates Reform Act of
1995.

Executive Order 13175

The Department has determined that
this rulemaking will not have tribal
implications, will not impose
substantial direct compliance costs on
Indian tribal governments, and will not
pre-empt tribal law. Accordingly, the
requirements of Executive Order 13175
do not apply to this rulemaking.

Regulatory Flexibility Act: Small
Business

The Department of State certifies that
this rulemaking will not have an impact
on a substantial number of small
entities. A regulatory flexibility analysis
is not required under the Regulatory
Flexibility Act (5 U.S.C. 601, et seq.).

Executive Order 12866, 14192, and
13563

OIRA has designated this rule as “not
significant” under Executive Order
12866; therefore, the rule is exempt
from the provisions of Executive Order
14192. The benefits of the rule in
providing clarity to the public on how
to serve documents on the Department
outweigh any costs to the public, which
are minimal.

Executive Order 12988

The Department of State has reviewed
this rule in light of Executive Order
12988 to eliminate ambiguity, minimize

litigation, establish clear legal
standards, and reduce burden.

Executive Orders 12372 and 13132

This rule will not have substantial
direct effect on the states, on the
relationships between the national
government and the states, or on the
distribution of power and
responsibilities among the various
levels of government. Therefore, in
accordance with Executive Order 13132,
it is determined that this rule does not
have sufficient federalism implications
to require consultations or warrant the
preparation of a federalism summary
impact statement. Executive Order
12372, regarding intergovernmental
consultation on federal programs and
activities, does not apply to this
regulation.

Paperwork Reduction Act

This rulemaking does not create or
modify any information collections
within the meaning of the Paperwork
Reduction Act, 44 U.S.C. Chapter 35.

List of Subjects in 22 CFR Part 172

Administrative practice and
procedure, Courts, Government
employees.

Accordingly, for the reasons stated in
the preamble, the Department of State
amends part 172 of Title 22, Code of
Federal Regulations, to read as follows:

PART 172—SERVICE OF PROCESS;
PRODUCTION OR DISCLOSURE OF
OFFICIAL INFORMATION IN
RESPONSE TO COURT ORDERS,
SUBPOENAS, NOTICES OF
DEPOSITIONS, REQUESTS FOR
ADMISSIONS, INTERROGATORIES, OR
SIMILAR REQUESTS OR DEMANDS IN
CONNECTION WITH FEDERAL OR
STATE LITIGATION; EXPERT
TESTIMONY

m 1. The authority citation for part 172
continues to read as follows:

Authority: 5 U.S.C. 301; 8 U.S.C. 1202(f);
22 U.S.C. 2651a, 2664, 3926.

m 2. Amend § 172.2 by:
m a. Revising paragraph (a); and
m b. In paragraphs (c) and (e), removing
the term “L/H-EX” and adding, in its
place, the term “S/ES-EX”.

The revision reads as follows:

§172.2 Service of summonses and
complaints.

(a) Only the Office of the Executive
Secretariat (S/ES-EX) is authorized to
receive and accept summonses or
complaints sought to be served upon the
Department or Department employees.
All such documents should be delivered
or addressed to: Congressional &

Litigation Support Office, Office of the
Executive Secretariat (S/ES-EX), Room
1464, 2201 C Street NW, Washington,
DC 20520.

* * * * *

§173.3 [Amended]

m 3. Amend § 172.3 in paragraphs (a)
and (d) by removing the term “L/H-EX”
and adding in its place the term “S/ES—
EX”.

§172.4 [Amended]

m 4. Amend §172.4 by:

m a. In paragraph (a) removing the title
“Director General of the Foreign Service
and Director of Personnel (M/DGP)” and
adding in its place the title “Assistant
Secretary for Human Resources’’; and

m b. In paragraph (c) by removing the
title “Director General of the Foreign
Service and Director of Personnel” and
adding in its place the title ““Assistant
Secretary for Human Resources”.

Alice M. Kottmyer,

Attorney-Adviser, Office of the Legal Adviser,
Department of State.

[FR Doc. 2026—00482 Filed 1-12—-26; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4710-08-P

DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY

Financial Crimes Enforcement Network

31 CFR Part 1010

Geographic Targeting Order Imposing
Recordkeeping and Reporting
Requirements on Certain Financial
Institutions in Minnesota

AGENCY: Financial Crimes Enforcement
Network (FinCEN), Treasury.
ACTION: Order.

SUMMARY: FinCEN is issuing this
Geographic Targeting Order, requiring
banks and money transmitters located in
the Counties of Hennepin and Ramsey,
Minnesota to retain and report records
of certain payments of $3,000 or more.
DATES: This action is effective February
12, 2026.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
FinCEN’s Regulatory Support Section by
submitting an inquiry at
www.fincen.gov/contact.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

I. Background

If the Secretary of the Treasury
(Secretary) finds, upon his own
initiative or at the request of an
appropriate Federal or State law
enforcement official, that reasonable
grounds exist for concluding that
additional recordkeeping and reporting


http://www.fincen.gov/contact

Federal Register/Vol. 91, No. 8/Tuesday, January 13, 2026 /Rules and Regulations

1247

requirements are necessary to carry out
the purposes of the Bank Secrecy Act
(BSA)1 or to prevent evasions thereof,
the Secretary may issue a Geographic
Targeting Order (GTO) requiring any
domestic financial institution or group
of domestic financial institutions, or any
domestic nonfinancial trade or business
or group of domestic nonfinancial trades
or businesses, in a geographic area to
obtain such information as the Secretary
may describe in such GTO concerning
any transaction in which such financial
institution or nonfinancial trade or
business is involved for the payment,
receipt, or transfer of funds (as the
Secretary may describe in such GTO),
and concerning any other person
participating in such transaction.2 For
any such transaction, the Secretary may
require the financial institution or
nonfinancial trade or business to
maintain a record and/or file a report in
the manner and to the extent specified.3
The maximum effective period for a
GTO is 180 days unless renewed.* The
authority of the Secretary to issue a GTO
has been delegated to the Director of
FinCEN (Director).5

The Director finds that reasonable
grounds exist for concluding that the
additional recordkeeping and reporting
requirements set forth in the GTO
contained in this document (the
“Order”’) are necessary to carry out the
purposes of the BSA or to prevent
evasions thereof. This action is being
taken in furtherance of Treasury’s efforts
to combat international money
laundering of the proceeds of
government benefits fraud in Minnesota.
The Order does not alter any existing
BSA obligation of a Covered Business
(as defined in the Order), except as
otherwise set out in the Order itself.

II. Geographic Targeting Order

A. Businesses and Transactions Covered
by This Order

1. For purposes of this Order, a
“Covered Business” means any bank, as
defined in 31 CFR 1010.100(d), or a
money transmitter, as defined in 31 CFR
1010.100(ff)(5), with a branch,

1The BSA is codified at 12 U.S.C. 1829b and
1951-1960, and 31 U.S.C. 5311-5314 and 5316—
5336, and includes notes thereto, with
implementing regulations at 31 CFR chapter X.

231 U.S.C. 5326(a); see also 31 CFR 1010.370.

31d.

431 U.S.C. 5326(d); see also 31 CFR
1010.370(d)(1).

5 Treasury Order 180-01 (Reaffirmed Jan. 14,
2020); see also 31 U.S.C. 310(b)(2)(I) (providing that
the Director of FinCEN shall “[a]ldminister the
requirements of subchapter II of chapter 53 of this
title, chapter 2 of title I of Public Law 91-508, and
section 21 of the Federal Deposit Insurance Act, to
the extent delegated such authority by the
Secretary”’).

subsidiary, or office located in the
Covered Geographic Area.

2. For purposes of this Order, a
“Covered Transaction” means each
funds transfer for which records are
required to be retained under either 31
CFR 1020.410(a) or 31 CFR 1010.410(e),
and for which a corresponding payment
order or transmittal order is accepted by
the Covered Business as an originator’s
bank or transmittor’s financial
institution:

a. Where the originator or transmittor
provides an address in the Covered
Geographic Area;

b. Where the originator or transmittor
is not a company publicly traded on an
exchange regulated by the Securities
and Exchange Commission;

c. Where the originator or transmittor
is not a financial institution subject to
anti-money laundering program
requirements under the BSA; and

d. Either the beneficiary or recipient
is located outside of the United States
or the financial institution used by the
beneficiary or recipient to receive the
funds is located outside of the United
States.

3. For purposes of this Order, the
“Covered Geographic Area” means
Hennepin County and Ramsey County,
Minnesota.

4. All terms used but not otherwise
defined herein shall have the same
meaning set forth in part 1010 of
chapter X of subtitle B of title 31 of the
Code of Federal Regulations.

B. Reports Required To Be Filed by the
Covered Business

5. The Covered Business shall report
Covered Transactions to FinCEN
through the Financial Industry (FI)
Portal, available at fincen.gov/resources/
financial-institutions. Covered
Businesses may access the FI Portal
using their Login.gov account, and
requesting “Financial Industry Access”
at ois.fincen.gov/accessrequest. When
submitting, select “Special Measures”
as the file type and enter “FIN-62904—
L4N7T.” For any technical questions or
issues regarding FinCEN’s FI Portal,
please visit fiportal.fincen.gov/contact-
us or contact fincenappshd@fincen.gov.

6. All submissions shall be saved as
a Comma Separate Value (CSV) file
prior to submission and adhere to the
Minnesota Fraud GTO Submission
Template, available at https://
www.fincen.gov/system/files/2026-01/
minnesota-fraud-gto-submission.csv, for
which additional information may be
found in the Minnesota Fraud GTO
Template Dictionary, available at
https://www.fincen.gov/system/files/
2026-01/minnesota-fraud-gto-template-
dictionary.pdf. Data file names should

use the format FilerName
TransactionYearMonth File#ofTotal#
MNGTO02026.csv.

7. If the Covered Business is a bank,
the Covered Business shall report all
information required to be retained
under 31 CFR 1020.410(a)(1) and (2),
along with the following (regardless of
whether the information is provided
with the payment order), for which the
Covered Business may rely upon
information provided by the originator,
absent knowledge of facts that would
reasonably call into question the
reliability of the information provided,
by the end of the month following the
month in which the Covered
Transaction took place:

a. The name and employer
identification number of the Covered
Business;

b. The account number of the
originator;

c. The name of the beneficiary;

d. The address of the beneficiary;

e. The date of birth of the beneficiary;

f. A phone number of the beneficiary;

g. An email address of the beneficiary;

h. The account number of the
beneficiary;

i. Whether the source of funds for the
transfer includes payments that are from
any federal, state, or local government
contract or benefit program; and

j. If the answer to question (i) is yes,
whether those payments are from
government agencies to entities in
which the originator has any ownership
interest.

8. If the Covered Business is a money
transmitter, the Covered Business shall
report all information required to be
retained under 31 CFR 1010.410(e)(1)
and (2), along with the following
(regardless of whether the information is
provided with the transmittal order), for
which the Covered Business may rely
upon information provided by the
transmittor, absent knowledge of facts
that would reasonably call into question
the reliability of the information
provided, by the end of the month
following the month in which the
Covered Transaction took place:

a. The name and employer
identification number of the Covered
Business;

b. The name of the recipient;

c. The address of the recipient;

d. The date of birth of the recipient;

e. A phone number of the recipient;

f. An email address of the recipient;

g. Whether the transmittal was
sourced from currency, check, credit or
debit card, or other;

h. Whether the source of funds for the
transfer includes payments that are from
any federal, state, or local government
contract or benefit program;


https://www.fincen.gov/system/files/2026-01/minnesota-fraud-gto-template-dictionary.pdf
https://www.fincen.gov/system/files/2026-01/minnesota-fraud-gto-template-dictionary.pdf
https://www.fincen.gov/system/files/2026-01/minnesota-fraud-gto-template-dictionary.pdf
https://www.fincen.gov/system/files/2026-01/minnesota-fraud-gto-submission.csv
https://www.fincen.gov/system/files/2026-01/minnesota-fraud-gto-submission.csv
https://www.fincen.gov/system/files/2026-01/minnesota-fraud-gto-submission.csv
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i. If the answer to question (h) is yes,
whether those payments are from
government agencies to entities in
which the transmittor has any
ownership interest;

j. The form of transmittal (wire,
convertible virtual currency
transmission, ledger entry, or other);
and

k. If the transmittal is a ledger entry
that tracks credits and debits with
hawaladars located internationally,
whether the money transmitter uses
cash couriers to settle those debits.

C. Order Period

The terms of this Order are effective
February 12, 2026 and ending August
10, 2026.

D. Retention of Records

The Covered Business must: (1) retain
all reports filed to comply with this
Order and any other records relating to
compliance with this Order for a period
of five years from the last day that this
Order is effective (including any
renewals of this Order); (2) store all
such records in a manner accessible
within a reasonable period of time; and
(3) make such records available to
FinCEN, or any other appropriate law
enforcement or regulatory agency, upon
request, in accordance with applicable
law.

E. No Effect on Other Provision of the
BSA or Its Implementing Regulations

Nothing in this Order otherwise
modifies or affects any provision of the
BSA or the regulations implementing
the BSA to the extent not expressly
stated herein.

F. Confidentiality

This Order is being publicly issued,
and its terms are not confidential.

G. Compliance

The Covered Business must supervise,
and is responsible for, compliance by
each of its officers, directors, employees,
and agents with the terms of this Order.
The Covered Business must transmit
this Order to each of its agents located
in the Covered Geographic Area. The
Covered Business must also transmit
this Order to its Chief Executive Officer
or other similarly acting manager.

H. Penalties for Noncompliance

The Covered Business, and any of its
officers, directors, employees, and
agents, may be liable, without
limitation, for civil or criminal penalties
for willfully violating any of the terms
of this Order.

I. Validity of Order

Any judicial determination that any
provision of this Order is invalid shall
not affect the validity of any other
provision of this Order, and each other
provision shall thereafter remain in full
force and effect. A copy of this Order
carries the full force and effect of an
original signed Order.

J. Paperwork Reduction Act

The collection of information subject
to the Paperwork Reduction Act
contained in this Order has been
approved by the Office of Management
and Budget (OMB) and assigned OMB
control number 1506—-0056. An agency
may not conduct or sponsor, and a
person is not required to respond to, a
collection of information unless it
displays a valid OMB control number.

K. Questions

All questions about the Order should
be directed to FinCEN at https://
www.fincen.gov/contact.

(Authority: 31 U.S.C. 5326)

Andrea M. Gacki,

Director, Financial Crimes Enforcement
Network.

[FR Doc. 2026—00449 Filed 1-12—-26; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4810-02-P

DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND
SECURITY

Coast Guard

33 CFR Part 165
[Docket Number USCG-2025-1131]
RIN 1625-AA00

Safety Zone; Plane Crash Response
Between Mile Markers 356 and 362,
Gulf Intracoastal Waterway, Galveston,
TX

AGENCY: Coast Guard, Department of
Homeland Security.

ACTION: Temporary final rule.

SUMMARY: The Coast Guard is
establishing a temporary safety zone for
navigable waters between mile markers
356 and 362 of the Gulf Intracoastal
Waterway. The safety zone is needed to
support response vessels and protect the
marine environment for debris recovery,
incident investigation, and pollution
clean-up following a plane crash. Entry
of vessels or persons into this zone is
prohibited unless specifically
authorized by the Captain of the Port
(COTP) Houston-Galveston or a
designated representative.

DATES: This rule is effective without
actual notice from January 13, 2026,
through 11:59 p.m. on January 31, 2026,
unless cancelled earlier by the COTP.
For the purposes of enforcement, actual
notice will be used from December 23,
2025, until January 13, 2026.
ADDRESSES: To view available
documents go to https://
www.regulations.gov and search for
USCG-2025-1131.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: If
you have questions about this rule,
contact Lieutenant Ignacio J. Fernandez-
Cuervo, Marine Safety Unit Texas City,
Waterways Management Division, U.S.
Coast Guard; telephone 281-309-1617,
or email TexasCityWWM@uscg.mil.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

1. Table of Abbreviations

CFR Code of Federal Regulations

COTP Captain of the Port

DHS Department of Homeland Security
FR Federal Register

NPRM Notice of proposed rulemaking
§ Section

U.S.C. United States Code

II. Background and Authority

On December 22, 2025, the Coast
Guard received notification that a plane
crashed in the vicinity of the Gulf
Intracoastal Waterway around mile
marker 358.5 resulting in debris and
potential for pollution. The Captain of
the Port (COTP) Houston-Galveston
determined that this situation has
created potential hazards to the public
and mariners navigating near the
incident site. The hazards include the
presence of multiple response vessels
operating in close proximity, and the
presence of debris and contaminants
that may be harmful to people.
Therefore, the COTP is issuing this rule
under the authority in 46 U.S.C. 70034,
which is needed to protect personnel,
vessels, and the marine environment in
the navigable waters within the safety
zone.

The Coast Guard is issuing this rule
without prior notice and comment. As
is authorized by 5 U.S.C. 553(b)(B), the
Coast Guard finds that good cause exists
for not publishing a notice of proposed
rulemaking (NPRM) with respect to this
rule because it is impracticable and
contrary to the public interest. Delaying
the effective date of this rule is
impracticable because prompt action is
needed to respond to the potential
safety hazards and pollution that
resulted from the plane crash.

For the same reasons, the Coast Guard
finds that under 5 U.S.C. 553(d)(3), good
cause exists for making this rule
effective less than 30 days after
publication in the Federal Register.


https://www.fincen.gov/contact
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https://www.regulations.gov
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II1. Discussion of the Rule

This rule establishes a safety zone
from 3 p.m. on December 23, 2025,
through 11:59 p.m. on January 31, 2026,
unless cancelled earlier by the Captain
of the Port. The safety zone will cover
all navigable waters on the Gulf
Intracoastal Waterway between mile
markers 356 and 362. No vessel or
person will be permitted to enter the
safety zone without obtaining
permission from the COTP or their
designated representative.

IV. Regulatory Analyses

We developed this rule after
considering numerous statutes and
Executive orders related to rulemaking.
Below we summarize our analyses
based on a number of these statutes and
Executive orders.

A. Impact on Small Entities

The regulatory flexibility analysis
provisions of the Regulatory Flexibility
Act of 1980, 5 U.S.C. 601-612, do not
apply to rules that are not subject to
notice and comment. Because the Coast
Guard has, for good cause, waived the
notice and comment requirement that
would otherwise apply to this
rulemaking, the Regulatory Flexibility
Act’s flexibility analysis provisions do
not apply here.

Under section 213(a) of the Small
Business Regulatory Enforcement
Fairness Act of 1996 (Pub. L. 104-121),
if this rule will affect your small
business, organization, or governmental
jurisdiction and you have questions,
contact the person listed in the FOR
FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT section.

Small businesses may send comments
to the Small Business and Agriculture
Regulatory Enforcement Ombudsman
and the Regional Small Business
Regulatory Fairness Boards by calling 1-
888—REG-FAIR (1-888-734—3247). The
Coast Guard will not retaliate against
small entities that question or complain
about this rule or any policy or action
of the Coast Guard.

B. Collection of Information

This rule will not call for a new
collection of information under the
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995 (44
U.S.C. 3501-3520).

C. Federalism and Indian Tribal
Governments

We have analyzed this rule under
Executive Order 13132, Federalism, and
have determined that it is consistent

with the fundamental federalism
principles and preemption requirements
described in that Order.

Also, this rule does not have tribal
implications under Executive Order
13175, Consultation and Coordination
with Indian Tribal Governments,
because it does not have a substantial
direct effect on one or more Indian
tribes, on the relationship between the
Federal Government and Indian tribes,
or on the distribution of power and
responsibilities between the Federal
Government and Indian tribes.

D. Unfunded Mandates Reform Act

As required by The Unfunded
Mandates Reform Act of 1995 (2 U.S.C.
1531-1538), the Coast Guard certifies
that this rule will not result in an
annual expenditure of $100,000,000 or
more (adjusted for inflation) by a State,
local, or tribal government, in the
aggregate, or by the private sector.

E. Environment

We have analyzed this rule under
Department of Homeland Security
Directive 023-01, Rev. 1, associated
implementing instructions, and
Environmental Planning COMDTINST
5090.1 (series), which guide the Coast
Guard in complying with the National
Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (42
U.S.C. 4321-4370f), and have
determined that this action is one of a
category of actions that do not
individually or cumulatively have a
significant effect on the human
environment.

This rule is a safety zone. It is
categorically excluded from further
review under paragraph L60(d) of
Appendix A, Table 1 of DHS Instruction
Manual 023-01-001-01, Rev. 1. A
Record of Environmental Consideration
supporting this determination will be
available in the docket as soon as
possible.

List of Subjects in 33 CFR Part 165

Harbors, Marine safety, Navigation
(water), Reporting and recordkeeping
requirements, Security measures,
Waterways.

For the reasons discussed in the
preamble, the Coast Guard amends 33
CFR part 165 as follows:

PART 165—REGULATED NAVIGATION
AREAS AND LIMITED ACCESS AREAS

m 1. The authority citation for part 165
continues to read as follows:

Authority: 46 U.S.C. 70034, 70051, 70124;
33 CFR 1.05-1, 6.04-1, 6.04—6, and 160.5;
DHS Delegation No. 00170.1, Revision No.
01.4.

m 2. Add § 165.T08-1131 to read as
follows:

§165.T08-1131 Safety Zone; Plane Crash
Response Between Mile Markers 356 and
362, Gulf Intracoastal Waterway, Galveston,
TX.

(a) Location. The following area is a
safety zone: All waters of Galveston Bay
in the Intracoastal Waterway, from
surface to bottom, between Mile Marker
356 (approximate position 29°1824.5”
N, 094°52’39.0” W) to Mile Marker 362
(approximate position 29°17°00.6” N,
094°57’45.4” W). These coordinates are
based on the North American Datum 83
(NAD 83). As response operations
progress, the Captain of the Port may
announce reductions in the size of the
safety zone via Broadcast Notice to
Mariners or other public advisories.

(b) Definitions. As used in this
section, designated representative
means a Coast Guard Patrol
Commander, including a Coast Guard
coxswain, petty officer, or other officer
operating a Coast Guard vessel and a
Federal, State, and local officer
designated by or assisting the Captain of
the Port Houston-Galveston (COTP) in
the enforcement of the safety zone.

(c) Regulations. (1) Under the general
safety zone regulations in subpart C of
this part, you may not enter the safety
zone described in paragraph (a) of this
section unless authorized by the COTP
or the COTP’s designated representative.

(2) To seek permission to enter,
contact the COTP or the COTP’s
representative on VHF-FM channel 16
or by telephone at (281) 464—4855.
Those in the safety zone must comply
with all lawful orders or directions
given to them by the COTP or the
COTP’s designated representative.

(d) Enforcement period. This section
will be enforced from 3 p.m. on
December 23, 2025, through 11:59 p.m.
on January 31, 2026, unless cancelled
earlier by the COTP.

Nicole D. Rodriguez,

Captain, U.S. Coast Guard, Captain of the
Port Houston-Galveston.

[FR Doc. 2026—00453 Filed 1-12-26; 8:45 am|
BILLING CODE 9110-04-P



1250

Federal Register/Vol. 91, No. 8/Tuesday, January 13, 2026 /Rules and Regulations

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND
HUMAN SERVICES

Centers for Medicare & Medicaid
Services

42 CFR Parts 410 and 414
[CMS—6097-N]
RIN 0938-ZB98

Medicare Program; Updates to the
Master List of Items Potentially Subject
to Face to Face Encounter and Written
Order Prior to Delivery and/or Prior
Authorization Requirements; Updates
to the Required Face-to-Face
Encounter and Written Order Prior to
Delivery List; and Updates to the
Required Prior Authorization List

AGENCY: Centers for Medicare &
Medicaid Services (CMS), Department
of Health and Human Services (HHS).
ACTION: Updates to the Master List of
Items Potentially Subject to Face-To-
Face Encounter and Written Order Prior
to Delivery and/or Prior Authorization
Requirements (the “Master List’’);
Updates to the Required Face-to-Face
and Written Order Prior to Delivery List;
and Updates to the Required Prior
Authorization List.

SUMMARY: This document announces the
updated Healthcare Common Procedure
Coding System (HCPCS) codes on the
Master List. It also announces updates
to the HCPCS codes on the Required
Face-to-Face and Written Order Prior to
Delivery List and the Required Prior
Authorization List.

DATES: Implementation of updates to the
Master List, the Required Face-to-Face
and Written Order Prior to Delivery List,
and the Required Prior Authorization
List are effective on April 13, 2026.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: For
information related to the Required
Face-to-Face Encounter and Written
Order Prior to Delivery List, contact
Jennifer Phillips, (410) 786—1023; Misty
Whitaker, (410) 786—4975; Olufemi
Shodeke, (410) 786—1649; or Cristine
Egan, (410) 786—8088.

For information related to the Master
List or Required Prior Authorization
List, contact Emily Calvert, (410) 786—
4277; Justin Carlisle, (410) 786—4265;
Stephanie Collins, (410) 786—0959; (410)
786—4265; Karen Leban, (410) 786—2476;
or Jessica Martindale, (410) 786—1558.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

I. Background

On November 8, 2019, the Centers for
Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS)
published a final rule titled, “Medicare
Program; End-Stage Renal Disease

Prospective Payment System, Payment
for Renal Dialysis Services Furnished to
Individuals with Acute Kidney Injury,
End-Stage Renal Disease Quality
Incentive Program, Durable Medical
Equipment, Prosthetics, Orthotics and
Supplies (DMEPOS) Fee Schedule
Amounts, DMEPOS Competitive
Bidding Program (CBP) Amendments,
Standard Elements for a DMEPOS
Order, and Master List of DMEPOS
Items Potentially Subject to a Face-to-
Face Encounter and Written Order Prior
to Delivery and/or Prior Authorization
Requirements” (the November 2019
final rule) (84 FR 60648). The rule
became effective January 1, 2020,
harmonizing the lists of DMEPOS items
created by former rules and establishing
one ‘“Master List of DMEPOS Items
Potentially Subject to Face-to-Face
Encounter and Written Orders Prior to
Delivery and/or Prior Authorization
Requirements” (the ‘“Master List”).

The Master List serves as a library of
items, that have been identified as
potential vulnerabilities to the Trust
Fund based on criteria outlined in 42
CFR 414.234(b), from which items may
be selected to be placed on either the
Required Face-to-Face Encounter and
Written Orders Prior to Delivery List
(the “F2F/WOPD List”) and/or Required
Prior Authorization List under the
authority provided under sections
1834(a)(1)(E)(iv), 1834(a)(11)(B), and
1834(a)(15) of the Act. Only those items
that are selected and announced via
Federal Register notice are subject to
such regulatory conditions of payment.
The November 2019 final rule provided
that the Federal Register notice would
be for a period of no less than 60 days.
It also clarified that certain items (that
is, power mobility devices (PMDs))
require a face-to-face encounter per
statute and would remain on both the
Master List and the F2F/WOPD List.

The requirements in the November
2019 final rule related to face-to-face
encounters, written orders prior to
delivery, and 5-element order/
prescription for specified DMEPOS
items were codified in 42 CFR 410.38.
The information in the November 2019
final rule related to the creation and
maintenance of the Master List is
codified at 42 CFR 414.234. The
November 2019 final rule also includes
information related to the prior
authorization process, as initially
outlined in the December 30, 2015 final
rule titled ‘“Medicare Program; Prior
Authorization Process for Certain
Durable Medical Equipment,
Prosthetics, and Supplies” (80 FR
81674).

The Master List was last updated on
May 13, 2024 (89 FR 41324) and

currently includes 512 items. The
Master list is available on the CMS
website at: http://go.cms.gov/
DMEPOSPA.

In 2024, CMS published the most
recent iteration of the Required Face-to-
Face Encounter and Written Order Prior
to Delivery List. There are currently 75
items on the list, including 46 PMDs
that were included per statute. This list
is also available on the CMS website
http://go.cms/gov/DMEPOSF2F.

The Required Prior Authorization List
was last updated in 2024 and currently
includes 67 items. All the lists
discussed in this notice are available on
the CMS website at: http://go.cms.gov/
DMEPOSPA.

II. Provisions of the Document

This document serves to update three
separate lists. First, it provides an
update to the Master List. Next, this
document updates the items included
on the Required Face-to-Face Encounter
and Written Order Prior to Delivery List.
Finally, this document updates items on
the Required Prior Authorization List.

A. Master List

The Master List includes items that
appear on the DMEPOS Fee Schedule
and meet one of the following criteria,
as stated in 42 CFR 414.234(b)(1):

e Have an average purchase fee of
$500 or greater that is adjusted annually
for inflation, or an average monthly
rental fee schedule of $50 or greater that
is adjusted annually for inflation, or
items identified as accounting for at
least 1.5 percent of Medicare
expenditures for all DMEPOS items over
arecent 12-month period, that are
also—

++ Identified in a Government
Accountability Office (GAO) or
Department of Health and Human
Services Office of Inspector General
(OIG) report that is national in scope
and published in 2015 or later as having
a high rate of fraud or unnecessary
utilization; or

++ Listed in the 2018 or subsequent
year Comprehensive Error Rate Testing
(CERT) Medicare Fee-for-Service
Supplemental Improper Payment Data
report as having a high improper
payment rate.

e Any items with at least 1,000 claims
and $1 million in payments during a
recent 12-month period that are
determined to have aberrant billing
patterns and lack explanatory
contributing factors (for example, new
technology or coverage policies that
may require time for providers and
suppliers to be educated on billing
policies). Items with aberrant billing
patterns would be identified as those
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items with payments during a 12-month
timeframe that exceed payments made
during the preceding 12-months by the
greater of—

++ Double the percentage change of
all DMEPOS claim payments for items
that meet the previous claim and
payment criteria, from the preceding 12-
month period; or

++ Exceeding a 30 percent increase in
payments for the items from the
preceding 12-month period.

e Any items statutorily requiring a
face-to-face encounter, a written order
prior to delivery, or prior authorization.

In the regulation at § 414.234(b)(2)
and the November 2019 final rule noted
previously, the maintenance process of
the Master List is described as follows:

e The Master List will be updated
annually, and more frequently as
needed (for example, to address
emerging billing trends), and to reflect
the thresholds specified in the
regulations.

¢ Items on the DMEPOS Fee Schedule
that meet the payment threshold criteria
set forth in §414.234(b)(1) are added to
the list when the item is also listed in
the CERT Medicare Fee-for-Service
Supplemental Improper Payment Data
report published after 2020, or in an
OIG or GAO report published after 2020,
and items not meeting the cost
thresholds (originally set at $500 for
purchases and $50 for rentals and
adjusted for inflation) may still be
added based on findings of aberrant
billing patterns.

¢ Items are removed from the Master
List 10 years after the date the item was
added, unless the item was identified in
an OIG report, GAO report, or having
been identified in the CERT Medicare
Fee-for-Service Supplemental Improper
Payment Data report as having a high
improper payment rate, within the 5-
year period preceding the anticipated
date of expiration.

e Items are removed from the list
sooner than 10 years if the purchase
amount drops below the payment
threshold.

e Items already on the Master List
that are identified on a subsequent OIG,
GAO, or CERT report will remain on the
list for 10 years from the publication
date of the new report.

o Items on the Master List are
updated when the HCPCS codes
representing an item have been

discontinued and cross walked to an
equivalent item.

¢ We will notify the public of any
additions and deletions from the Master
List by posting a notification in the
Federal Register and on the website at:
http://go.cms.gov/DMEPOSPA.

This document provides the annual
update to the Master List of DMEPOS
Items Potentially Subject to a Face-to-
Face Encounter and Written Order Prior
to Delivery and/or Prior Authorization
Requirements stated in the November
2019 final rule (84 FR 60648). As noted
previously, we adjust the “payment
threshold” each year for inflation.
Specifically, in accordance with 42 CFR
414.234(b)(1)(i) the $500 average
purchase fee threshold and the $50
average monthly rental fee threshold is
adjusted using the consumer price index
for all urban consumers (CPI-U),
reduced by the 10-year moving average
of changes in annual economy-wide
private nonfarm business multifactor
productivity (MFP) as projected by the
Secretary for the 10-year period ending
with the applicable fiscal year, year,
cost reporting period, or other annual
period.

In accordance with the statutory
sections 1834(a)(14), 1834(h)(4) and
1842(s)(1)(B) of the Act, certain
DMEPOS fee schedule amounts are
updated for calendar year (CY) 2025,1
by the percentage increase in the CPI—
U for the 12-month period ending June
30, 2024, adjusted by the change in the
economy-wide productivity measure
referenced in section
1886(b)(3)(B)(xi)(II) of the Act as equal
to the 10-year moving average of
changes in annual economy-wide,
private nonfarm business multi-factor
productivity (MFP) (as projected by the
Secretary for the 10-year period ending
with the applicable fiscal year, year,
cost reporting period, or other annual
period) (the “productivity adjustment’).
The U.S. Department of Labor’s Bureau
of Labor Statistics (BLS) publishes the
official measures of productivity for the
U.S. economy. We note that previously
the productivity measure referenced in
section 1886(b)(3)(B)(xi)(II) of the Act,
was referred to by BLS as private
nonfarm business multifactor

1 https://www.cms.gov/medicaremedicare-fee-
service-paymentdmeposfeescheddmepos-fee-
schedule/dme25.

productivity. Beginning with the
November 18, 2021, release of
productivity data, BLS replaced the
term multifactor productivity (MFP)
with total factor productivity (TFP). BLS
noted that this is a change in
terminology only and will not affect the
data or methodology. As a result of this
change, the productivity measure
referenced in section
1886(b)(3)(B)(xi)(II) of the Act is now
published by BLS as private nonfarm
business total factor productivity.
However, as mentioned previously, the
data and methods are unchanged. Please
see www.bls.gov for the BLS historically
published TFP data. For CY 2025, the
productivity adjustment is 0.6 percent
and the CPI-U percentage increase is 3.0
percent. Thus, the 3.0 percentage
increase in the CPI-U is reduced by the
0.6 percentage increase in the TFP
resulting in a net increase of 2.4 percent
for the update factor for CY 2025.

For CY 2025, the adjusted purchase
price threshold is $602, and the
adjusted monthly rental fee threshold is
$61. We calculated this by applying the
2.4 percent update factor to the CY 2024
average price threshold of $588,
resulting in a CY 2025 adjusted payment
threshold of $602.11 ($588 x 1.024), and
to the CY 2024 average monthly rental
fee of $60, resulting in an adjusted
payment threshold of $61.44 ($60 x
1.024). Rounding to the nearest whole
dollar, these figures are $602 and $61.

We are also adding a total of 18
HCPCS codes (see Table 1) meeting the
criteria outlined previously to the
Master List. Of these 18 HCPCS codes,
8 are added because these items meet
the updated payment threshold and are
listed in an OIG or GAO report of a
national scope or a CERT Medicare Fee-
for-Service Supplemental Improper
Payment Data report, or both; and 10 are
being added for aberrant billing
patterns. The codes added due to
aberrant billing patterns represents
items for which data show suppliers
submitted at least 1,000 claims and
received at least $1 million in payments
during the 12-month periods from July
2023 to June 2024. There was more than
a 30 percent increase in payments for
each item from the preceding 12-month
period. CMS did not identify
explanatory contributing factors for the
aberrant billing.


http://go.cms.gov/DMEPOSPA
http://www.bls.gov
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TABLE 1—ADDITIONS TO THE MASTER LIST
HCPCS Description
A4238 .....cccoeeen Supply allowance for adjunctive, non-implanted continuous glucose monitor (cgm), includes all supplies and accessories, 1

vided at initial issue.

month supply = 1 unit of service.
Foam dressing, wound cover, sterile, pad size more than 48 square inch., with any size adhesive border, each dressing.
Gauze, impregnated, hydrogel, for direct wound contact, sterile, pad size more than 48 square inch, each dressing.
Gradient compression wrap with adjustable straps, below knee, 30-50 mmhg, each.
Accessory for gradient compression garment or wrap with adjustable straps, not-otherwise specified.
High frequency chest wall oscillation system vest, replacement for use with patient owned equipment.
Home ventilator, dual-function respiratory device, also performs additional function of cough stimulation, includes all acces-
sories, components and supplies for all functions.
Lung expansion airway clearance, continuous high frequency oscillation, and nebulization device.
Ultraviolet light therapy system, includes bulbs/lamps, timer and eye protection; treatment area 2 square feet or less.
External lower extremity nerve stimulator for restless legs syndrome, each.
Transcutaneous electrical joint stimulation device system, includes all accessories.
Durable medical equipment, miscellaneous.
Non-adjunctive, non-implanted continuous glucose monitor or receiver.
Power wheelchair accessory, expandable controller, including all related electronics and mounting hardware, upgrade pro-

L1499 ... Spinal orthosis, not otherwise specified.

L2999 ..o Lower extremity orthoses, not otherwise specified.
L5783 ..o

L5841 ..o

Addition to lower extremity, user adjustable, mechanical, residual limb volume management system.
Addition, endoskeletal knee-shin system, polycentric, pneumatic swing, and stance phase control.

Items are removed from the Master
List 10 years after the date the item was
added, unless the item was identified in
an OIG report, GAO report, or has been
identified in the CERT Medicare Fee-
for-Service Supplemental Improper
Payment Data report as having a high
improper payment rate, within the 5-
year period preceding the anticipated
date of expiration. Additionally, items
are removed from the list sooner than
10-year timeframe if the purchase or
monthly rental amount drops below the
payment threshold. There are no HCPCS
codes being removed from the Master
List for the CY 2025 update.

The full updated Master List is
available in the Downloads & Links
section of the following CMS website at:
http://go.cms.gov/DMEPOSPA.

B. Items Subject to Face-to-Face
Encounter and Written Order Prior to
Delivery Requirements

PMDs are included on the F2F/WOPD
List per statutory obligation. For the
other DMEPOS items, we consider
factors such as operational limitations,
item utilization, cost-benefit analysis
(for example, comparing the cost of
review versus the anticipated amount of
improper payment identified), emerging
trends (for example, billing patterns,
medical review findings), vulnerabilities
identified in official agency reports, or
other analysis.

When selecting these items, we
balance our program integrity goals with

the needs of beneficiaries to ensure the
appropriate application and oversight of
the face-to-face encounter requirements.
In consideration of access issues, we
note that the regulation 42 CFR 410.38
allows for use of telehealth, as defined
in 42 CFR 410.78 and 414.65, when
appropriate to meet our coverage
requirements for beneficiaries.

Consistent with §410.38(d), the face-
to-face encounter must be documented
in the pertinent portion of the medical
record (for example, history, physical
examination, diagnostic tests, summary
of findings, progress notes, treatment
plans or other sources of information
that may be appropriate). The
supporting documentation must include
subjective and objective beneficiary
specific information used for
diagnosing, treating, or managing a
clinical condition for which the
DMEPOS item(s) is ordered. Upon
request by CMS or its review
contractors, a supplier must submit
additional documentation to support
and substantiate the medical necessity
for the DMEPOS item.

Prior to publication of this Federal
Register notice, 75 items have been
included on the F2F/WOPD List. We
have not been notified of any issues
related to beneficiary access, and billing
trends have been consistent with
anticipated volumes.

Based on our regulatory authority at
42 CFR 410.38, this Federal Register

notice is adding the following eight
additional HCPCS codes to the F2F/
WOPD List (See Table 2). We have
selected eight codes related to oxygen
and its delivery systems. We note that
such items were selected based on
practitioner encounter information,
jurisdictionally identified billing
vulnerabilities, policy analysis, and our
analysis of the CERT improper payment
information. Oxygen Supplies/
Equipment have been identified by
CMS’ Comprehensive Rate Testing
(CERT) program as one of the top 20
DMEPOS service types with improper
payments over the past several years. In
2024, oxygen supplies/equipment had
an improper payment rate of 11.3%
with a projected improper payment of
approximately $81 million.

We continue to believe additional
practitioner oversight of beneficiaries in
need of items included on the F2F/
WOPD List will help further our
program integrity goals of reducing
fraud, waste, and abuse. It helps ensure
beneficiary receipt of items specific to
their medical needs, as the written
order/prescription must be
communicated to the supplier prior to
delivery. For such items, we continue to
require the treating practitioner to have
a face-to-face encounter with the
beneficiary within the 6 months
preceding the date of the written order/
prescription.
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TABLE 2—ADDITIONS TO THE F2F/WOPD LIST—NEW NON-STATUTORILY REQUIRED ITEMS

HCPCS Description

E0424 ... Stationary compressed gaseous oxygen system, rental; includes container, contents, regulator, flowmeter, humidifier,
nebulizer, cannula or mask, and tubing.

E0431 ..o Portable gaseous oxygen system, rental; includes portable container, regulator, flowmeter, humidifier, cannula or mask, and
tubing.

E0433 ....ccveieee. Portable liquid oxygen system, rental; home liquefier used to fill portable liquid oxygen containers, includes portable con-
tainers, regulator, flowmeter, humidifier, cannula or mask and tubing, with or without supply reservoir and contents
gauge.

E0434 ... Portable liquid oxygen system, rental; includes portable container, supply reservoir, humidifier, flowmeter, refill adaptor, con-
tents gauge, cannula or mask, and tubing.

E0439 ..o Stationary liquid oxygen system, rental; includes container, contents, regulator, flowmeter, humidifier, nebulizer, cannula or
mask, & tubing.

E1390 ..cocoviiiis Oxygen concentrator, single delivery port, capable of delivering 85 percent or greater oxygen concentration at the pre-
scribed flow rate.

E1391 . Oxygen concentrator, dual delivery port, capable of delivering 85 percent or greater oxygen concentration at the prescribed
flow rate, each.

E1392 ... Portable oxygen concentrator, rental.

The F2F/WOPD List is available on
the following CMS website at: http://
go.cms/gov/DMEPOSF2F.

C. Items Subject to Prior Authorization
Requirements

The Required Prior Authorization List
specified in §414.234(c)(1) is selected
from the Master List (as described in
§414.234(b)), and those selected items
require prior authorization as a
condition of payment. As stated in
§414.234(c), we inform the public of

those DMEPOS items on the Required
Prior Authorization List in the Federal
Register with no less than 60 days’
notice before implementation, and post
notification on the CMS website.
Additionally, §414.234 (c)(1)(ii) states
that CMS may elect to limit the prior
authorization requirement to a
particular region of the country if claims
data analysis shows that unnecessary
utilization of the selected item(s) is
concentrated in a particular region.

We are updating the Required Prior
Authorization List to include the
addition of seven HCPCS codes (See
Table 3). To assist stakeholders in
preparing for implementation of the
prior authorization program, we are
providing 90 days’ notice.

The following five HCPCS codes for
orthoses and two HCPCS codes for
pneumatic compression devices are
added to the Required Prior
Authorization List:

TABLE 3—ADDITIONS TO THE REQUIRED PRIOR AUTHORIZATION LIST

HCPCS Description

LOB5T ..oiiiiiie Lumbar-sacral orthosis, sagittal-coronal control, rigid shell(s)/panel(s), posterior extends from sacrococcygeal junction to t-9
vertebra, anterior extends from symphysis pubis to xyphoid, produces intracavitary pressure to reduce load on the
intervertebral discs, overall.

L1844 ... Knee orthosis, single upright, thigh and calf, with adjustable flexion and extension joint (unicentric or polycentric), medial-
lateral and rotation control, with or without varus/valgus adjustment, custom fabricated.

L1846 .....cccoceneeene Knee orthosis, double upright, thigh and calf, with adjustable flexion and extension joint (unicentric or polycentric), medial-
lateral and rotation control, with or without varus/valgus adjustment, custom fabricated.

L1852 ....ccceiriee Knee orthosis, double upright, thigh and calf, with adjustable flexion and extension joint (unicentric or polycentric), medial-
lateral and rotation control, with or without varus/valgus adjustment, prefabricated, off-the-shelf.

L1932 ... Ankle foot orthosis, rigid anterior tibial section, total carbon fiber or equal material, prefabricated, includes fitting and adjust-
ment.

EO0B51 ...ovveiiee Pneumatic compressor, segmental home model without calibrated gradient pressure.

E0652 ......cccceennee. Pneumatic compressor, segmental home model with calibrated gradient pressure.

We believe prior authorization of
these seven additional HCPCS codes
will help further our program integrity
goals of crushing fraud, waste, and
abuse, while also protecting access to
care.

Orthoses have been identified by the
CERT program as one of the top 20
DMEPQOS service types with improper
payments over the past several years.
Orthoses have had an improper
payment rate ranging from 35.2-57.5
percent, with projected improper
payments ranging between $91 to $178
million. In 2019, the Department of
Justice (DOJ) announced federal

indictments and law enforcement
actions stemming from fraudulent
claims submitted for medically
unnecessary back, shoulder, wrist, and
knee braces. Administrative actions
were taken against 130 DMEPOS
companies that were enticing Medicare
beneficiaries with offers of low or no-
cost orthotic braces. The investigation
found that some DMEPOS companies
and licensed medical professionals
allegedly participated in health care
fraud schemes involving more than $1.2

billion in loss.2 Similarly, in 2022, the
DOJ convicted the owners and operators
of four orthotic brace suppliers in Texas
and Arkansas for a $6.5 million illegal
kickback scheme, including violations
of the federal Anti-Kickback Statute.3
Also, the OIG released a report May
2024 stating that Medicare remains
vulnerable to fraud, waste and abuse
related to off-the-shelf orthotic braces

2 https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/federal-
indictments-and-law-enforcement-actions-one-
largest-health-care-fraud-schemes.

3 https://www.justice.gov/archives/opa/pr/
orthotic-brace-suppliers-convicted-65-million-
health-care-fraud-scheme.
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and recommended that CMS strengthen
its oversight of Medicare billing for
these braces by determining whether to
conduct additional prepayment or
postpayment reviews.# In response to
the OIG’s findings and recommendation,
in 2022 and 2024, CMS added several
lumbar-sacral orthoses and lower limb
orthoses to the Required Prior
Authorization list (87 FR 2051);
however, additional program integrity
action in this space is warranted.

In recent years, pneumatic
compression devices have been a
concern due to continually high
improper payment rates, having been
identified in CMS’ CERT Medicare Fee-
for-Service Supplemental Improper
Payment Data reports (2021 to 2024) as
having improper payment rates ranging
from 61.5 to 78.9 percent with projected
improper payments ranging from
$29,605,954 to $41,580,669. In
particular, there has been a significant
increase in improper payments due to
medical necessity. In 2020, the error rate
due to medical necessity was zero
percent; however, in 2024, it was 37.1
percent, demonstrating that additional
program integrity action is warranted.

These codes will be subject to the
requirements of the prior authorization
program for certain DMEPOS items as
outlined in §414.234. We will
implement a prior authorization
program for the five newly added
orthoses and the two pneumatic
compression devices nationwide,
beginning on the date specified in the
DATES section.

The prior authorization program for
the remaining 67 HCPCS codes
currently subject to the DMEPOS prior
authorization requirement will continue
uninterrupted. Prior to providing an
item on the Required Prior
Authorization List to the beneficiary
and submitting the claim for processing,
a requester must submit a prior
authorization request. The request must
include evidence that the item complies
with all applicable Medicare coverage,
coding, and payment rules. Consistent
with §414.234(d), such evidence must
include the written order/prescription,
relevant information from the
beneficiary’s medical record, and
relevant supplier-produced
documentation. After receipt of all
applicable required Medicare
documentation, CMS or one of its
review contractors will conduct a
medical review and communicate a
decision that provisionally affirms or
non-affirms the request.

4 https://oig.hhs.gov/reports/recommendations/
tracker/?view-mode=report-groupedé&search=A-09-
21-03019&hhs-agency=all#results.

We will issue specific prior
authorization guidance for these
additional items in sub regulatory
communications, final timelines
customized for the DMEPOS item
subject to prior authorization and for
communicating a provisionally affirmed
or non-affirmed decision to the
requester. In the December 30, 2015
final rule (80 FR 81674), we stated that
this approach to final timelines provides
flexibility to develop a process that
involves fewer days, as may be
appropriate, and allows us to safeguard
beneficiary access to care. If at any time
we become aware that the prior
authorization process is creating barriers
to care, we can suspend the program.
For example, we will review questions
and complaints from consumers and
providers that come through regular
sources such as 1-800-Medicare.

The updated Required Prior
Authorization List is available in the
Downloads & Links section of the
following CMS website at: http://
go.cms.gov/DMEPOSPA.

I1I. Collection of Information
Requirements

This document provides updates to
the Master List, the Required Face-to-
Face and Written Order Prior to
Delivery List, and the Required Prior
Authorization List.

A total of 18 HCPCS codes (see Table
1) meeting the criteria outlined
previously are added to the Master List.
Of these 18 HCPCS codes, 8 are added
because these items meet the updated
payment threshold and are listed in an
OIG or GAO report of a national scope,
a CERT Medicare Fee-for-Service
Supplemental Improper Payment Data
report, or both; and 10 are being added
for aberrant billing patterns. There are
no HCPCS codes being removed from
the Master List for the CY 2025 update.

Eight HCPCS codes (see Table 2) are
being added to the F2F/WOPD List. The
selected HCPCS codes are all related to
oxygen and its delivery systems. The
updates to the F2F/WOPD List do not
constitute information collections
requirements, that is, reporting,
recordkeeping or third-party disclosure
requirements. Consequently, there is no
need for review by the Office of
Management and Budget under the
authority of the Paperwork Reduction
Act of 1995 (44 U.S.C. 3501 et seq.).

A total of seven HCPCS codes (see
Table 3) are selected for addition to the
Required Prior Authorization List. Of
these seven HCPCS codes, five are
orthoses items, and two are pneumatic
compression device items. The
remaining 67 HCPCS codes currently
subject to the DMEPOS prior

authorization requirement, will
continue uninterrupted.

There is an information collection
burden associated with the DMEPOS
prior authorization program is currently
approved by OMB under control
number 0938-1293 (CMS-10524). The
control number accounts for the burden
associated with the addition of items to
the Required Prior Authorization Lists
and assumes an annual burden of
approximately $8.4 million for
providers to comply with the prior
authorization requirement.> The burden
associated with the additions to the
Required Prior Authorization List has
been assessed in the PRA package
referenced previously and is included in
this Federal Register notice as required
under the Paperwork Reduction Act of
1995.

IV. Regulatory Impact Statement

We have examined the impacts of this
regulatory notice as required by
Executive Order 12866, “‘Regulatory
Planning and Review”’; Executive Order
13132, “Federalism‘‘; Executive Order
13563, “Improving Regulation and
Regulatory Review’’; Executive Order
14192, “Unleashing Prosperity Through
Deregulation”; the Regulatory
Flexibility Act (RFA) (Pub. L. 96-354);
section 1102(b) of the Social Security
Act; section 202 of the Unfunded
Mandates Reform Act of 1995 (Pub. L.
104-4); and the Congressional Review
Act (5 U.S.C. 804(2)).

Executive Orders 12866 and 13563
direct agencies to assess all costs and
benefits of available regulatory
alternatives and, if regulation is
necessary, to select those regulatory
approaches that maximize net benefits
(including potential economic,
environmental, public health and safety,
and other advantages; distributive
impacts). Section 3(f) of Executive Order
12866 defines a ““significant regulatory
action” as any regulatory action that is
likely to result in a regulatory notice
that may: (1) have an annual effect on
the economy of $100 million or more or
adversely affect in a material way the
economy, a sector of the economy,
productivity, competition, jobs, the
environment, public health or safety, or
State, local, or tribal governments or
communities; (2) create a serious
inconsistency or otherwise interfere
with an action taken or planned by
another agency; (3) materially alter the
budgetary impact of entitlements,
grants, user fees, or loan programs or the

5 The annual burden of $8.4 million is associated
with the PRA package approved in 2022. This PRA
package is in the renewal process and has an
updated annual burden of $4.8 million.
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rights and obligations of recipients
thereof; or (4) raise novel legal or policy
issues arising out of legal mandates, or
the President’s priorities.

A regulatory impact analysis (RIA)
must be prepared for a regulatory action
that is significant under section 3(f)(1)
of E.O. 12866. This regulatory notice is
not significant and does not reach the
economic threshold and thus is not
considered a major regulatory notice.

Per our analysis, the additional items
being added to the prior authorization
program have an estimated net savings
of $32.1 million. Gross savings is based
upon a 20 percent reduction in the total
amount paid for claims in CY 2022. We
deducted from the gross savings the
anticipated cost for performing the prior
authorization reviews to estimate the
net savings. Our gross savings estimate
of 20 percent is based on previous
results from other prior authorization
programs, including prior authorization
of other DMEPOS items.

The Regulatory Flexibility Act (RFA)
requires agencies to analyze options for
regulatory relief of small entities. For
purposes of the RFA, small entities
include small businesses, nonprofit
organizations, and small governmental
jurisdictions. Most hospitals and most
other providers and suppliers are small
entities, either by nonprofit status or by
having revenues of less than $9.0
million to $47.0 million in any 1 year.
Individuals and States are not included
in the definition of a small entity. We
are not preparing an analysis for the
RFA because we have determined, and
the Secretary certifies, that this
regulatory notice will not have a
significant economic impact on a
substantial number of small entities.

In addition, section 1102(b) of the Act
requires us to prepare an RIA if a rule
may have a significant impact on the
operations of a substantial number of
small rural hospitals. This analysis must
conform to the provisions of section 604
of the RFA. For purposes of section
1102(b) of the Act, we define a small
rural hospital as a hospital that is
located outside of a Metropolitan
Statistical Area for Medicare payment
regulations and has fewer than 100
beds. We are not preparing an analysis
for section 1102(b) of the Act because
we have determined, and the Secretary
certifies, that this regulatory notice will
not have a significant impact on the
operations of a substantial number of
small rural hospitals.

Section 202 of the Unfunded
Mandates Reform Act of 1995 also
requires that agencies assess anticipated
costs and benefits before issuing any
rule whose mandates require spending
in any 1 year of $100 million in 1995

dollars, updated annually for inflation.
In 2025, that threshold is approximately
$187 million. This regulatory notice will
have no consequential effect on State,
local, or tribal governments or on the
private sector.

Executive Order 13132 establishes
certain requirements that an agency
must meet when it promulgates a
proposed rule (and subsequent final rule
or other regulatory document) that
imposes substantial direct requirement
costs on State and local governments,
preempts State law, or otherwise has
Federalism implications. Since this
regulatory notice does not impose any
costs on State or local governments, the
requirements of Executive Order 13132
are not applicable.

In accordance with the provisions of
Executive Order 12866, this notice was
reviewed by the Office of Management
and Budget.

The Administrator of the Centers for
Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS),
Dr. Mehmet Oz, having reviewed and
approved this document, authorizes
Evell J. Barco Holland who is the
Federal Register Liaison, to
electronically sign this document for
purposes of publication in the Federal
Register.

Evell J. Barco Holland,

Federal Register Liaison, Centers for Medicare
& Medicaid Services.

[FR Doc. 2026—00487 Filed 1-12—26; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4120-01-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

50 CFR Part 648

[Docket No. 260108-0025; RTID 0648—
XF259]

Atlantic Surfclam and Ocean Quahog
Fisheries; 2026 Fishing Quotas for
Atlantic Surfclams and Ocean
Quahogs; and Suspension of Atlantic
Surfclam Minimum Size Limit

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Final rule.

SUMMARY: NMFS announces that the
quotas for the Atlantic surfclam and
ocean quahog fisheries for 2026 will
remain status quo. NMFS also suspends
the minimum size limit for Atlantic
surfclams for the 2026 fishing year.
Regulations for these fisheries require
NMFS to notify the public of the

allowable harvest levels for Atlantic
surfclams and ocean quahogs from the
Exclusive Economic Zone even if the
previous year’s quota specifications
remain unchanged. The 2026 quotas
were previously announced as projected
values. This action confirms the final
quotas are unchanged from those
projections. This action continues to
provide sustainable fishing
opportunities to these fisheries.

DATES: Effective January 13, 2026,
through December 31, 2026. Applicable
beginning January 1, 2026.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Douglas Potts, Fishery Policy Analyst,
978-281-9341.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
Atlantic Surfclam and Ocean Quahog
Fishery Management Plan (FMP)
requires that NMFS issue a notice in the
Federal Register of the upcoming year’s
quota, even if the quota remains
unchanged from the previous year. At
its June 2025 meeting, the Mid-Atlantic
Fishery Management Council (Council)
recommended no change to the quota
specifications for Atlantic surfclams and
ocean quahogs for the 2026 fishing year.
We are announcing 2026 quota levels of
3.4 million bushels (bu) (181 million
Liters (L)) for Atlantic surfclams, 5.36
million bu (285 million L) for ocean
quahogs, and 100,000 Maine bu (3.52
million L) for Maine ocean quahogs.
These quotas were published as
projected 2026 limits in the Federal
Register on May 13, 2021 (86 FR 26186).
This rule establishes these quotas as
unchanged from 2021 and final.

In addition, the regulations at 50 CFR
648.75(b)(3) allow the Regional
Administrator to annually suspend the
minimum size limit for Atlantic
surfclams unless discard, catch, and
biological sampling data indicate that 30
percent or more of the Atlantic
surfclams have a shell length less than
4.75 inches (121 millimeters (mm)) and
the overall reduced size is not
attributable to harvest from beds where
growth of the individual clams has been
reduced because of density-dependent
factors. The default minimum size limit
is intended to prevent the fishery from
harvesting too many small clams such
that it could harm the overall
population. The size limit is
unnecessary if small clams are not a
significant portion of overall catch. At
its June 2025 meeting, the Council
reviewed recent developments in the
fishery and recommended the Regional
Administrator once again suspend the
minimum size limit for Atlantic
surfclams for the 2026 fishing year.
Commercial surfclam data for 2025
indicated that 10.5 percent of the overall
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commercial landings were composed of
surfclams that were less than the 4.75-
inch (121-mm) default minimum size.

Based on the information available,
the Regional Administrator concurs
with the Council’s recommendation and
is suspending the minimum size limit
for Atlantic surfclams for the upcoming
fishing year (January 1 through
December 31, 2026).

Classification

NMFS is issuing this rule pursuant to
section 305(d) of the Magnuson-Stevens
Act. In a previous action taken pursuant
to section 304(b), the FMP authorized
NMFS to take this action pursuant to
MSA section 305(d). See 50 CFR 648.72.
The Assistant Administrator for
Fisheries, NOAA, has determined that
this rule is consistent with the Atlantic
Surfclam and Ocean Quahog FMP, other
provisions of the Magnuson-Stevens
Act, and other applicable law.

This action does not introduce any
new reporting, recordkeeping, or other
compliance requirements. This rule
does not duplicate, overlap, or conflict
with other Federal rules.

Pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 553(b)(B), there
is good cause to waive prior notice and
an opportunity for public comment on
this action, as notice and comment
would be unnecessary and contrary to
the public interest. Similarly, the agency
finds good cause to waive the 30-day
delay in effective date pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 553(d)(3). This rule is routine
and constitutes the implementation of a
rule that has already received notice and
comment. The public was given the
opportunity to comment on the
proposed rule for the 2021-2026
specifications (86 FR 9901, February 17,
2021), including the projected 2026
specifications, which remain
unchanged. Delaying this action would
prolong public uncertainty about the
final quotas for the 2026 fishing year
and could delay issuance of 2026
Individual Transferable Quota cage tags
to quota shareholders. The public and
industry participants expect this action
because we previously alerted the
public that we would conduct this
review in interim years of the multi-year
specifications and announce the final
quotas before or as close as possible to
the January 1 start of the fishing year.

This rule could not be published earlier
because of the time necessary to collect
data and conduct the analysis to support
suspending the minimum size limit for
Atlantic surfclams.

This rule is exempt from the
requirements of Executive Order 12866
because it contains no implementing
regulations.

This final rule is not an Executive
Order 14192 regulatory action because
this action is not significant under
Executive Order 12866.

Because prior notice and opportunity
for public comment are not required for
this rule by 5 U.S.C. 553, or any other
law, the analytical requirements of the
Regulatory Flexibility Act, 5 U.S.C. 601
et seq., are inapplicable. Accordingly,
no Regulatory Flexibility Analysis is
required and none has been prepared.

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.

Dated: January 8, 2026.
Samuel D. Rauch III,

Deputy Assistant Administrator for
Regulatory Programs, National Marine
Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. 2026—00479 Filed 1-12—-26; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-22-P
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This section of the FEDERAL REGISTER
contains notices to the public of the proposed
issuance of rules and regulations. The
purpose of these notices is to give interested
persons an opportunity to participate in the
rule making prior to the adoption of the final
rules.

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

50 CFR Part 648
RIN 0648-B026

Fisheries of the Northeastern United
States; Amendment 25 (Revised) to the
Northeast Multispecies Fishery
Management Plan; Atlantic Cod Stocks
in Need of Conservation and
Management

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Notice of availability of fishery
management plan amendment; request
for comments.

SUMMARY: NMFS announces that the
New England Fishery Management
Council (Council) has transmitted
Amendment 25 (Revised) to the
Northeast Multispecies Fishery
Management Plan (FMP) to the
Secretary of Commerce for review. If
approved, Amendment 25 would revise
the stocks of Atlantic cod managed in
the FMP and include measures in the
FMP necessary to manage four stocks of
Atlantic cod in U.S. waters. The Council
has deemed this action necessary to
incorporate the best scientific
information available from the most
recent Research Track Assessment of
Atlantic Cod and establish associated
management measures under the FMP.
This notice is intended to alert the
public to this action and provide an
opportunity for comment.
DATES: Comments on Amendment 25
must be received on or before March 16,
2026.
ADDRESSES: You may submit comments
on this document, identified by NOAA—
NMFS-2025-1230, by the following
method:

e Electronic Submission: Submit all
electronic public comments via the
Federal e-Rulemaking Portal. Go to

https://www.regulations.gov and enter
NOAA-NMFS-2025-1230 in the Search
box. Click on the “Comment” icon,
complete the required fields, and enter
or attach your comments.

Instructions: Comments sent by any
other method, to any other address or
individual, or received after the end of
the comment period, may not be
considered by NMFS. All comments
received are a part of the public record
and will generally be posted for public
viewing on https://www.regulations.gov
without change. All personal identifying
information (e.g., name, address, etc.),
confidential business information, or
otherwise sensitive information
submitted voluntarily by the sender will
be publicly accessible. NMFS will
accept anonymous comments (enter “N/
A” in the required fields if you wish to
remain anonymous).

Electronic copies of Amendment 25
may be obtained from https://
www.regulations.gov and the New
England Fishery Management Council
website at https://www. https://
www.nefmec.org/library/northeast-
multispecies-groundfish-amendment-25.
Electronic copies of the 2023 Research
Track Assessment of Atlantic Cod may
be obtained from https://apps-nefsc.
fisheries.noaa.gov/saw/sasi.php.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Heather Nelson, Fishery Management
Specialist, 978—281-9334,
heather.nelson@noaa.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
Council manages the groundfish fishery
under the Northeast Multispecies FMP.
Since its creation in 1985, the FMP has
been based on scientific information
indicating that Atlantic cod consist of
two biological stock units: Gulf of Maine
cod and Georges Bank cod. Recent
scientific information indicating that
Atlantic cod is more appropriately
considered to consist of four biological
stocks was explored in the 2023
Research Track Assessment of Atlantic
Cod (See ADDRESSES). A peer review of
the research track stock assessment
approved the outcomes of the
assessment, including a four-stock
structure for Atlantic cod determination.
A copy of the Summary Report of the
Atlantic Cod Research Track Stock
Assessment Peer Review is available at:
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/s3//
2023-08/PanelSummaryReportofthe
AtlanticCodRTPeerReview

August172023-mlit-508-8-23-23ajd-
508gw.pdf.

In April of 2024, the Council began
development of Amendment 25 to
revise the FMP to reflect four stocks of
Atlantic cod defined in the 2023
Research Track Assessment of Atlantic
Cod. The Council also initiated an
action at that time, Framework
Adjustment 69 to the FMP (Framework
69), to address implementing measures
for those four stocks that would be
necessary to prevent overfishing and
ensure accountability as required by the
Magnuson-Stevens Act, including
maximum sustainable yield, optimum
yield, status determination criteria, and
accountability measures. The Council
developed Framework 69 in connection
with, and dependent on, Amendment
25. After the transmittal of Amendment
25 from the Council, NMFS published a
Notice of Availability on March 5, 2025,
in the Federal Register (90 FR 11246),
with a comment period that closed on
May 5, 2025. On May 15, 2025, NMFS
disapproved Amendment 25. NMFS
disapproved Amendment 25 for several
reasons, including that the procedural
approach to using Framework 69 as a
companion trailing action to
Amendment 25 did not fully address the
requirements of the Magnuson-Stevens
Act. On May 19, 2025, the Regional
Administrator sent a letter notifying the
Council of the disapproval and the
reasons for disapproval of Amendment
25. As required by section 304(a)(3) of
the Magnuson-Stevens Act, the letter
provided recommendations for actions
that could be taken by the Council to
resolve the issues that led to the
disapproval. Specifically, NMFS
explained that the Council could revise
Amendment 25 or develop a new
amendment for Secretarial review after
addressing the relevant legal
requirements. The letter also described
the extent and nature of the public
comments, which, among other things,
expressed a need for further supporting
analysis regarding the allocation of four
cod stocks.

The Council has subsequently revised
Amendment 25 to incorporate
management measures that were
previously separated into Framework 69
and address the reasons for disapproval.
At its September 2025 meeting, the
Council voted to adopt and resubmit the
revised Amendment 25 to NMFS for
review and approval. To support the


https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/s3//2023-08/PanelSummaryReportoftheAtlanticCodRTPeerReviewAugust172023-mlt-508-8-23-23ajd-508gw.pdf
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/s3//2023-08/PanelSummaryReportoftheAtlanticCodRTPeerReviewAugust172023-mlt-508-8-23-23ajd-508gw.pdf
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/s3//2023-08/PanelSummaryReportoftheAtlanticCodRTPeerReviewAugust172023-mlt-508-8-23-23ajd-508gw.pdf
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/s3//2023-08/PanelSummaryReportoftheAtlanticCodRTPeerReviewAugust172023-mlt-508-8-23-23ajd-508gw.pdf
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/s3//2023-08/PanelSummaryReportoftheAtlanticCodRTPeerReviewAugust172023-mlt-508-8-23-23ajd-508gw.pdf
https://apps-nefsc.fisheries.noaa.gov/saw/sasi.php
https://apps-nefsc.fisheries.noaa.gov/saw/sasi.php
https://www.regulations.gov
https://www.regulations.gov
https://www.regulations.gov
https://www.regulations.gov
mailto:heather.nelson@noaa.gov
https://www.nefmc.org/library/northeast-multispecies-groundfish-amendment-25
https://www.nefmc.org/library/northeast-multispecies-groundfish-amendment-25
https://www.nefmc.org/library/northeast-multispecies-groundfish-amendment-25

1258

Federal Register/Vol. 91, No. 8/Tuesday, January 13, 2026 /Proposed Rules

Council’s decision-making and to
provide a transparent analysis of the
potential allocation impacts of four cod
stocks, the Council developed Appendix
III and included it in the revised
Amendment 25 document.

After reviewing the National Standard
guidelines implementing the Magnuson-

recommendations in its May 15, 2025,

letter, the Council recommended in the

revised Amendment 25 that the four
new Atlantic cod stocks in the FMP be:

e A new stock unit of Eastern Gulf of

Maine (EGOM) cod;

e A new stock unit of Western Gulf of

Stevens Act, and NMFS’s

Maine (WGOM) cod;

o A revised stock unit of Georges
Bank (GB) cod; and

e A new stock unit of Southern New
England (SNE) cod.

The overall geographic area managed
under Amendment 25 would remain
unchanged and would continue to
encompass all Atlantic cod in U.S.
waters (see table 1 and figure 1).

TABLE 1—STATISTICAL REPORTING AREAS (SRA) COMPRISING THE STOCK AREAS FOR THE FOUR NEW ATLANTIC COD
STOCK UNITS AS DETERMINED BY THE 2023 ATLANTIC COD RESEARCH TRACK ASSESSMENT

Stock

SRAs

EGOM cod
WGOM cod ....
GB cod

SNE cod

465, 467, 511, 512.
513, 514, 515, 521, 526, 541.
464, 522, 525, 542, 543, 551, 552, 561, 562.

632, 633, 634, 635, 636, 637, 638, 639.

5383, 534, 537, 538, 539, 611, 612, 613, 614, 615, 616, 621, 622, 623, 624, 625, 626, 627, 628, 629, 631,

New

Cod Stock Units
Eastern Guif of Maine
Western Gulf of Maine

Georges Bank

e EEF

Southern New England
posrser Ol GOMIGE Stock Boundary|

¢

Figure 1—Stock Areas for the Four New
Atlantic Cod Stock Units and the
Current Two Atlantic Cod Stock Units

The Council also recommended status
determination criteria, reference points,
and implementing regulations for four
stocks of Atlantic cod intended to
achieve optimum yield, prevent
overfishing, and ensure accountability.
These are:

¢ Regulatory definitions for the stock
areas for each of the four cod stocks;

e Status Determination Criteria for
the four cod stocks;

¢ Specifications for the four cod
stocks for fishing year 2026;

e An apportionment method for
setting the WGOM cod commercial sub-
annual catch limit;

e Management uncertainty buffers for
the four cod stocks;

e Recreational sub-annual catch
limits for WGOM and SNE cod;

Boston
Provider

e Common pool trimester total
allowable catch (TAC) distributions,
TAC closure areas, and baseline
common pool trip limits for the four cod
stocks;

e Recreational measures for SNE cod;
and

e A regulatory process for the
Regional Administrator to set
recreational measures for GB and EGOM
cod for fishing year 2026.

The FMP specifies the management
measures for 13 groundfish species (cod,
haddock, yellowtail flounder, pollock,
plaice, witch flounder, white hake,
windowpane flounder, Atlantic halibut,
winter flounder, redfish, ocean pout,
and Atlantic wolffish) off the New
England and Mid-Atlantic coasts. Some
of these species (cod, haddock,
yellowtail flounder, winter flounder,
and windowpane flounder) are further
sub-divided into individual stocks that

are attributed to different geographic
areas.

Section 301 of the Magnuson-Stevens
Act (16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.) requires any
FMP or amendment to be consistent
with 10 National Standards. In
developing Amendment 25, the Council
considered the National Standard
guidelines, including the guidance for
adding or removing a stock from an
FMP (see ADDRESSES). The National
Standard guidelines at 50 CFR
600.305(c)(7) state that councils should
periodically review FMPs and the best
scientific information available
(§600.315(a)) to determine if the stocks
are appropriately defined. The
guidelines at § 600.305(c) state that any
stock that is predominately caught in
Federal waters and is overfished or
subject to overfishing, or likely to
become overfished or subject to
overfishing, is considered to require
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conservation and management. In the
same paragraph, the guidelines also
include a non-exhaustive list of factors
that a council should consider when
deciding whether stocks require
conservation and management. In
Amendment 25, the Council included
an analysis of those factors as the basis
for determining that four cod stocks, as
defined by the 2023 Research Track

Assessment of Atlantic Cod, each
require conservation and management.
NMFS welcomes comments on the
proposed FMP amendment through the
end of the 60-day comment period. For

public comments to be considered in
the approval or disapproval decision on
Amendment 25, those comments must
be received by the last day of the
comment period on Amendment 25. All
comments received by the end of the

Amendment 25 comment period will be
considered in the approval or
disapproval decision.

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.

Dated: January 8, 2026.
Kelly Denit,

Director, Office of Sustainable Fisheries,
National Marine Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. 2026—00498 Filed 1-12—-26; 8:45 am|
BILLING CODE 3510-22-P
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This section of the FEDERAL REGISTER
contains documents other than rules or
proposed rules that are applicable to the
public. Notices of hearings and investigations,
committee meetings, agency decisions and
rulings, delegations of authority, filing of
petitions and applications and agency
statements of organization and functions are
examples of documents appearing in this
section.

APPRAISAL SUBCOMMITTEE OF THE
FEDERAL FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS
EXAMINATION COUNCIL

[Docket No. AS26-01]

Appraisal Subcommittee Notice of
Meeting

AGENCY: Appraisal Subcommittee of the
Federal Financial Institutions
Examination Council.

ACTION: Notice of special closed
meeting.

Description: In accordance with
section 1104(b) of title XI of the
Financial Institutions Reform, Recovery,
and Enforcement Act of 1989 (title XI),
codified at 12 U.S.C. 3333(b), and the
Appraisal Subcommittee (ASC) Rules of
Operation, notice is hereby given that
the ASC is meeting for a Special Closed
Meeting on January 20, 2026.

Location: Virtual Meeting via MS
Teams.

Date: January 20, 2026.

Time: 1:00 p.m. ET.

Action and Discussion Item

Personnel Matters

The ASC is convening a Special
Closed Meeting to discuss and take vote
on personnel matters, pursuant to
section 1104(b) of title XI (12 U.S.C.
3333(b)).

Ada Bohorfoush,
Attorney-Advisor.

[FR Doc. 2026—00478 Filed 1-12—26; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 6700-01-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Foreign-Trade Zones Board
[B-1-2026]

Foreign-Trade Zone (FTZ) 18;
Notification of Proposed Production
Activity; Rose Electronics Distributing
Company, LLC; (Battery Packs); San
Jose, CA

Rose Electronics Distributing
Company, LLC submitted a notification
of proposed production activity to the
FTZ Board (the Board) for its facility in
San Jose, California within FTZ 18. The
notification conforming to the
requirements of the Board’s regulations
(15 CFR 400.22) was received on
January 7, 2025.

Pursuant to 15 CFR 400.14(b), FTZ
production activity would be limited to
the specific foreign-status material(s)/
component(s) and specific finished
product(s) described in the submitted
notification (summarized below) and
subsequently authorized by the Board.
The benefits that may stem from
conducting production activity under
FTZ procedures are explained in the
background section of the Board’s
website—accessible via www.trade.gov/
ftz.

The proposed finished products
include: Custom rechargeable lithium-
ion battery pack assemblies; Primary
(non-rechargeable) battery pack
assemblies; Smart rechargeable battery
packs with integrated firmware/
software; Battery packs with integrated
communication modules (SMBus, CAN,
BLE, Wi-Fi); Rechargeable battery packs
bundled with chargers or accessories;
Standalone rechargeable battery cells
(for distribution); Standalone battery
management systems (BMS); Modular
energy storage systems (ESS) for
stationary, commercial, or grid
applications; Integrated energy storage
systems with power conversion
(inverters/rectifiers); Swappable or
removable battery modules for EV,
robotics, or industrial platforms;
Vehicle-grade battery pack assemblies
for electric mobility applications; Micro-
battery systems and wearable power
modules; Battery energy storage cabinets
with integrated control and monitoring
panels; and Battery systems integrated
into uninterruptible power supply
(UPS) units (duty rate ranges from 2.70
to 3.40%).

The proposed foreign-status
materials/components include: Lithium-
ion rechargeable cells; Primary non-
rechargeable battery cells; Nickel-
cadmium rechargeable cells; Lead-acid
storage battery cells; Bare printed circuit
boards; Battery management system
printed circuit board (PCB) assemblies;
Microprocessors; Electrically erasable
programmable read-only memory
(EEPROM) chips; Operational
Amplifiers; Logic Integrated Circuits;
Metal-oxide semiconductor field-effect
transistor (MOSFET) switching
transistors; Diodes; Bipolar junction
transistors; Controller Area Network
(CAN) Interface Modules; System
Management Bus (SMBus)
Communication Interface Modules;
Bluetooth Low Energy (BLE)
Communication Modules; Wi-Fi
communication modules; Fuses;
Resettable positive temperature
coefficient protector (PTC) devices;
Thermal fuses; Circuit breakers; Surge
protectors; Temperature sensors;
Voltage sensors; Current sensors;
Electrical connectors; Wire-to-board
connectors; Terminal lugs and contacts;
Insulated wire and cable; Wiring
harnesses; Copper winding wire; Plastic
insulation films; Plastic parts for battery
assemblies; Aluminum battery housings;
Steel Mounting Brackets; DC-DC
converters; AC-DC power supplies;
Battery chargers; Rectifiers; Thermal
interface materials; Epoxy-Based Potting
compounds; Silicone-Based Potting
compounds; Epoxy-Based adhesives;
Silicone-Based adhesives; Acrylic-Based
adhesives; Label stock; Shrink-wrap
tubing; Audible buzzers/alarms; and
Mechanical molds (duty rate ranges
from duty-free to 5.30%). The request
indicates that certain materials/
components are subject to duties under
section 232 of the Trade Expansion Act
of 1962 (section 232) or section 301 of
the Trade Act of 1974 (section 301),
depending on the country of origin. The
applicable section 232 and section 301
decisions require subject merchandise
to be admitted to FTZs in privileged
foreign status (19 CFR 146.41).

Public comment is invited from
interested parties. Submissions shall be
addressed to the Board’s Executive
Secretary and sent to: ftz@trade.gov. The
closing period for their receipt is
February 23, 2026.

A copy of the notification will be
available for public inspection in the


http://www.trade.gov/ftz
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mailto:ftz@trade.gov
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“Online FTZ Information System”
section of the Board’s website.

For further information, contact John
Frye at john.frye@trade.gov.

Dated: January 9, 2026.
Elizabeth Whiteman,
Executive Secretary.
[FR Doc. 2026-00486 Filed 1-12-26; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-DS-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

International Trade Administration
[C-721-002]

Steel Concrete Reinforcing Bar From
Algeria: Preliminary Affirmative
Countervailing Duty Determination

AGENCY: Enforcement and Compliance,
International Trade Administration,
Department of Commerce.

SUMMARY: The U.S. Department of
Commerce (Commerce) preliminarily
determines that countervailable
subsidies are being provided to
producers and exporters of steel
concrete reinforcing bar (rebar) from
Algeria. The period of investigation
(POI) is January 1, 2024, through
December 31, 2024. Interested parties
are invited to comment on this
preliminary determination.

DATES: Applicable January 13, 2026.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Shane Subler or Henry Wolfe, AD/CVD
Operations, Office VIII, Enforcement
and Compliance, International Trade
Administration, U.S. Department of
Commerce, 1401 Constitution Avenue
NW, Washington, DG 20230; telephone:
(202) 4826241 and (202) 482—-0574,
respectively.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Background

This preliminary determination is
made in accordance with section 703(b)
of the Tariff Act of 1930, as amended
(the Act). Commerce published the
notice of initiation of this investigation
on June 30, 2025.1 On July 25, 2025,
Commerce postponed the preliminary
determination of this investigation to
130 days after the date on which the
investigation was initiated, until
November 1, 2025.2

Due to the lapse in appropriations and
Federal Government shutdown, on

1 See Steel Concrete Reinforcing Bar from Algeria,
Egypt, and the Socialist Republic of Vietnam:
Initiation of Countervailing Duty Investigations, 90
FR 27838 (June 30, 2025) (Initiation Notice).

2 See Steel Concrete Reinforcing Bar from Algeria,
Egypt, and the Socialist Republic of Vietnam:
Postponement of Preliminary Determinations in the
Countervailing Duty Investigations, 90 FR 35278
(July 25, 2025).

November 14, 2025, Commerce tolled
all deadlines in administrative
proceedings by 47 days.3 Additionally,
due to a backlog of documents that were
electronically filed via Enforcement and
Compliance’s Antidumping and
Countervailing Duty Centralized
Electronic Service System (ACCESS)
during the Federal Government
shutdown, on November 24, 2025,
Commerce tolled all deadlines in
administrative proceedings by an
additional 21 days.* Accordingly, the
deadline for this preliminary
determination is now January 8, 2026.
For a complete description of the
events that followed the initiation of
this investigation, see the Preliminary
Decision Memorandum.5 A list of topics
discussed in the Preliminary Decision
Memorandum is included as Appendix
II to this notice. The Preliminary
Decision Memorandum is a public
document and is on file electronically
via ACCESS. ACCESS is available to
registered users at https://access.
trade.gov. In addition, a complete
version of the Preliminary Decision
Memorandum can be accessed directly
at https://access.trade.gov/public/
FRNoticesListLayout.aspx.

Scope of the Investigation

The product covered by this
investigation is rebar from Algeria. For
a complete description of the scope of
this investigation, see Appendix I.

Scope Comments

In accordance with the Preamble to
Commerce’s regulations,® the Initiation
Notice set aside a period of time for
parties to raise issues regarding product
coverage (i.e., scope).” No interested
party commented on the scope of the
investigation as it appeared in the
Initiation Notice. Commerce is not
preliminarily modifying the scope
language as it appeared in the Initiation
Notice. See the complete description of
the scope in Appendix I to this notice.

Methodology

Commerce is conducting this
investigation in accordance with section
701 of the Act. For each of the subsidy

3 See Memorandum, ‘‘Deadlines Affected by the
Shutdown of the Federal Government,” dated
November 14, 2025.

4 See Memorandum, “Tolling of all Case
Deadlines,” dated November 24, 2025.

5 See Memorandum, “‘Decision Memorandum for
the Preliminary Affirmative Determination in the
Countervailing Duty Investigation of Steel Concrete
Reinforcing Bar from Algeria,” dated concurrently
with, and hereby adopted by, this notice
(Preliminary Decision Memorandum).

6 See Antidumping Duties; Countervailing Duties,
Final Rule, 62 FR 27296, 27323 (May 19, 1997).

7 See Initiation Notice.

programs found to be countervailable,
Commerce preliminarily determines
that there is a subsidy, i.e., a financial
contribution by an “authority” that
gives rise to a benefit to the recipient,
and that the subsidy is specific.8 For a
full description of the methodology
underlying our preliminary
determination, see the Preliminary
Decision Memorandum.

Commerce notes that, in making these
findings, it relied on facts available and,
because it finds that one or more
respondents did not act to the best of
their ability to respond to Commerce’s
requests for information, it drew an
adverse inference where appropriate in
selecting from among the facts
otherwise available.? For further
information, see the “Use of Facts
Otherwise Available and Adverse
Inferences” section in the Preliminary
Decision Memorandum.

All-Others Rate

Sections 703(d) and 705(c)(5)(A) of
the Act state that Commerce shall
determine an estimated all-others rate
for companies not individually
examined. This rate shall be an amount
equal to the weighted average of the
estimated subsidy rates established for
those companies individually
investigated, excluding any zero and de
minimis countervailable subsidy rates,
and any rates determined entirely under
section 776 of the Act.

Pursuant to section 705(c)(5)(A)(ii) of
the Act, if the individual estimated
countervailable subsidy rates
established for all exporters and
producers individually examined are
zero, de minimis, or determined based
entirely on facts otherwise available,
Commerce may use any reasonable
method to establish the estimated
subsidy rate for all other producers and/
or exporters. Commerce has
preliminarily determined the
individually estimated subsidy rate for
the sole individually examined
respondent entirely under section 776 of
the Act. Consequently, as a reasonable
method, Commerce is determining the
all-others rate based on the rate
determined for Tosyali Iron Steel
Industry Algeria SPA (Tosyali Algerie),
the sole mandatory respondent under
investigation, under section 776 of the
Act, as this is the only rate available in
this proceeding.10 For a full description

8 See sections 771(5)(B) and (D) of the Act
regarding financial contribution; section 771(5)(E)
of the Act regarding benefit; and section 771(5A) of
the Act regarding specificity.

9 See sections 776(a) and (b) of the Act.

10 See, e.g., Melamine From Germany: Final
Affirmative Countervailing Duty Determination, 89

Continued
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of the methodology underlying
Commerce’s analysis, see the
Preliminary Decision Memorandum.

Preliminary Determination

Commerce preliminarily determines
that the following estimated
countervailable subsidy rates exist:

Subsidy rate
(percent
ad valorem)

Company

Tosyali Iron Steel Industry
Algeria SPA ...
All Others ......oceviveeiireee

*This rate is based on facts available with
adverse inferences.

*72.94
72.94

Suspension of Liquidation

In accordance with section 703(d)(2)
of the Act, Commerce will direct U.S.
Customs and Border Protection (CBP) to
suspend liquidation of entries of rebar
from Algeria, as described in Appendix
I to this notice, entered, or withdrawn
from warehouse, for consumption on or
after the date of publication of this
notice in the Federal Register. Further,
pursuant to section 703(d)(1)(B) of the
Act and 19 CFR 351.107(e), Commerce
will instruct CBP to require a cash
deposit equal to the estimated company-
specific countervailable subsidy rate or
the estimated all-others rate, as follows:
(1) the cash deposit rate for the
respondents listed above will be equal
to the company-specific estimated
individual countervailable subsidy rates
determined in this preliminary
determination; (2) if both the producer
and exporter of the subject merchandise
have company-specific estimated
subsidy rates determined in this
preliminary determination, and their
rates differ, then the applicable cash
deposit rate will be the higher of these
two rates; (3) if either the producer or
the exporter, but not both, of the subject
merchandise have a company-specific
estimated subsidy rate determined in
this preliminary determination, the
applicable cash deposit rate will be that
company’s company-specific rate; and
(4) the cash deposit rate for all other
producers and exporters will be equal to
the estimated all-others subsidy rate.

Disclosure

Commerce intends to disclose its
calculations and analysis performed to
interested parties in this preliminary
determination within five days of its
public announcement, or if there is no

FR 97586 (December 9, 2024); see also Overhead
Door Counterbalance Torsion Springs From the
People’s Republic of China: Final Affirmative
Countervailing Duty Determination and Final
Affirmative Critical Circumstances Determination
in Part, 90 FR 39374 (August 15, 2025).

public announcement, within five days
of the date of this notice in accordance
with 19 CFR 351.224(b).

Consistent with 19 CFR 351.224(e),
Commerce will analyze and, if
appropriate, correct any timely
allegations of significant ministerial
errors by amending the preliminary
determination. However, consistent
with 19 CFR 351.224(d), Commerce will
not consider incomplete allegations that
do not address the significance standard
under 19 CFR 351.224(g) following the
preliminary determination. Instead,
Commerce will address such allegations
in the final determination together with
issues raised in the case briefs or other
written comments.

Verification

Because the non-responsive
companies did not participate in this
investigation and because the
Government of Algeria did not provide
the information Commerce requested,
Commerce preliminarily determines
each of these parties have been
uncooperative, and it will not conduct
verification.

Public Comment

Case briefs or other written comments
may be submitted to the Assistant
Secretary for Enforcement and
Compliance no later than 30 days after
the date of publication of the
preliminary determination.* Rebuttal
briefs, limited to issues raised in the
case briefs, may be filed not later than
five days after the date for filing case
briefs.12 Interested parties who submit
case or rebuttal briefs in this proceeding
must submit: (1) a table of contents
listing each issue; and (2) a table of
authorities.3

As provided under 19 CFR
351.309(c)(2)(iii) and (d)(2)(iii), we
request that interested parties provide at
the beginning of their briefs a public,
executive summary for each issue raised
in their briefs.1#4 Further, we request that
interested parties limit their public,
executive summary of each issue to no
more than 450 words, not including
citations. We intend to use the public
executive summaries as the basis of the
comment summaries included in the
issues and decision memorandum that

11 See 19 CFR 351.309(c)(1)(i); see also 19 CFR
351.303 (for general filing requirements).

12 See 19 CFR 351.309(d); see also Administrative
Protective Order, Service, and Other Procedures in
Antidumping and Countervailing Duty Proceedings,
88 FR 67069, 67077 (September 29, 2023) (APO and
Service Final Rule).

13 See 19 CFR 351.309(c)(2) and (d)(2).

14 We use the term “issue” here to describe an
argument that Commerce would normally address
in a comment of the Issues and Decision
Memorandum.

will accompany the final determination
in this investigation. We request that
interested parties include footnotes for
relevant citations in the executive
summary of each issue. Note that
Commerce has amended certain of its
requirements pertaining to the service of
documents in 19 CFR 351.303(f).15

Pursuant to 19 CFR 351.310(c),
interested parties who wish to request a
hearing, limited to issues raised in the
case and rebuttal briefs, must submit a
written request to the Assistant
Secretary for Enforcement and
Compliance, U.S. Department of
Commerce, within 30 days after the date
of publication of this notice. Requests
should contain (1) the party’s name,
address, and telephone number; (2) the
number of participants and whether any
participant is a foreign national; and (3)
a list of the issues to be discussed. If a
request for a hearing is made, Commerce
intends to hold the hearing at a time and
date to be determined. Parties should
confirm by telephone the date, time, and
location of the hearing two days before
the scheduled date.

U.S. International Trade Commission
(ITC) Notification

In accordance with section 703(f) of
the Act, Commerce will notify the ITC
of its determination. If the final
determination is affirmative, the ITC
will determine before the later of 120
days after the date of this preliminary
determination or 45 days after the final
determination whether imports of rebar
from Algeria are materially injuring, or
threaten material injury to, the U.S.
industry.16

Notification to Interested Parties

This determination is issued and
published pursuant to sections 703(f)
and 777(i) of the Act, and 19 CFR
351.205(c).

Dated: January 8, 2026.
Christopher Abbott,

Deputy Assistant Secretary for Policy and
Negotiations, performing the non-exclusive
functions and duties of the Assistant
Secretary for Enforcement and Compliance.

Appendix I

Scope of the Investigation

The merchandise subject to this
investigation is steel concrete reinforcing bar
imported in either straight length or coil form
(rebar) regardless of metallurgy, length,
diameter, or grade or lack thereof.

The subject merchandise includes rebar
that has been further processed in the subject
country or a third country, including but not
limited to cutting, grinding, galvanizing,
painting, coating, or any other processing

15 See APO and Service Final Rule.
16 See section 705(b)(2) of the Act.
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that would not otherwise remove the
merchandise from the scope of this
investigation if performed in the country of
manufacture of the rebar.

Specifically excluded are plain rounds
(i.e., nondeformed or smooth rebar).

The subject merchandise is classifiable in
the Harmonized Tariff Schedule of the
United States (HTSUS) primarily under
subheadings 7213.10.0000, 7214.20.0000,
and 7228.30.8010. The subject merchandise
may also enter under other HTSUS
subheadings including 221.00.0017,
7221.00.0018, 7221.00.0030, 7221.00.0045,
7222.11.0001, 7222.11.0057, 7222.11.0059,
7222.30.0001, 7227.20.0080, 7227.90.6030,
7227.90.6035, 7227.90.6040, 7228.20.1000,
and 7228.60.6000. HTSUS subheadings are
provided for convenience and customs
purposes; however, the written description of
the scope remains dispositive.

Appendix IT

List of Topics Discussed in the Preliminary
Decision Memorandum

I. Summary

II. Background

IIT. Injury Test

IV. Diversification of Algeria’s Economy

V. Use of Facts Otherwise Available and
Adverse Inferences

VI. Subsidies Valuation Information

VII. Analysis of Programs

VIII. Recommendation

[FR Doc. 2026—-00493 Filed 1-12—26; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-DS-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

International Trade Administration
[C-729-806]

Steel Concrete Reinforcing Bar From
Egypt: Preliminary Affirmative
Countervailing Duty Determination,
and Alignment of Final Determination
With Final Antidumping Duty
Determination

AGENCY: Enforcement and Compliance,
International Trade Administration,
Department of Commerce.

SUMMARY: The U.S. Department of
Commerce (Commerce) preliminarily
determines that countervailable
subsidies are being provided to
producers and exporters of steel
concrete reinforcing bar (rebar) from
Egypt. The period of investigation is
January 1, 2024, through December 31,
2024. Interested parties are invited to
comment on this preliminary
determination.

DATES: Applicable January 13, 2026.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Lingjun Wang, AD/CVD Operations,
Office VII, Enforcement and
Compliance, International Trade
Administration, U.S. Department of
Commerce, 1401 Constitution Avenue

NW, Washington, DC 20230; telephone:
(202) 482-2316.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Background

This preliminary determination is
made in accordance with section 703(b)
of the Tariff Act of 1930, as amended
(the Act). On June 30, 2025, Commerce
published the notice of initiation of this
investigation.? On July 25, 2025,
Commerce postponed the preliminary
determination of this investigation until
November 3, 2025.2

Due to the lapse in appropriations and
Federal Government shutdown, on
November 14, 2025, Commerce tolled
all deadlines in administrative
proceedings by 47 days.? Additionally,
due to a backlog of documents that were
electronically filed via Enforcement and
Compliance’s Antidumping and
Countervailing Duty Centralized
Electronic Service System (ACCESS)
during the Federal Government
shutdown, on November 24, 2025,
Commerce tolled all deadlines in
administrative proceedings by an
additional 21 days.* Accordingly, the
deadline for this preliminary
determination is now January 8, 2026.

For a complete description of the
events that followed the initiation of
this investigation, see the Preliminary
Decision Memorandum.5 A list of topics
discussed in the Preliminary Decision
Memorandum is included as Appendix
II of this notice. The Preliminary
Decision Memorandum is a public
document and is on file electronically
via ACCESS. ACCESS is available to
registered users at https://access.
trade.gov. In addition, a complete
version of the Preliminary Decision
Memorandum can be accessed directly
at https://access.trade.gov/public/
FRNoticesListLayout.aspx.

Scope of the Investigation

The product covered by this
investigation is rebar from Egypt. For a

1 See Steel Concrete Reinforcing Bar from Algeria,
Egypt, and the Socialist Republic of Vietnam:
Initiation of Countervailing Duty Investigations, 90
FR 27838 (June 30, 2025) (Initiation Notice).

2 See Steel Concrete Reinforcing Bar from Algeria,
Egypt, and the Socialist Republic of Vietnam:
Postponement of Preliminary Determinations in the
Countervailing Duty Investigations, 90 FR 35278
(July 25, 2025).

3 See Memorandum, ‘‘Deadlines Affected by the
Shutdown of the Federal Government,” dated
November 14, 2025.

4 See Memorandum, “Tolling of all Case
Deadlines,” dated November 24, 2025.

5 See Memorandum, ‘“Decision Memorandum for
the Preliminary Affirmative Determination in the
Countervailing Duty Investigation of Steel Concrete
Reinforcing Bar from the Arab Republic of Egypt,”
dated concurrently with, and hereby adopted by,
this notice (Preliminary Decision Memorandum).

complete description of the scope of this
investigation, see Appendix I.

Scope Comments

In accordance with the Preamble to
Commerce’s regulations,® the Initiation
Notice set aside a period of time for
parties to raise issues regarding product
coverage (i.e., scope).” No interested
party commented on the scope of the
investigation as it appeared in the
Initiation Notice. Thus, the scope of the
investigation is unchanged from the
Initiation Notice.

Methodology

Commerce is conducting this
investigation in accordance with section
701 of the Act. For each of the subsidy
programs found countervailable,
Commerce preliminarily determines
that there is a subsidy, i.e., a financial
contribution by an “authority” that
gives rise to a benefit to the recipient,
and that the subsidy is specific.? For a
full description of the methodology
underlying our preliminary
determination, see the Preliminary
Decision Memorandum.

Alignment

In accordance with section 705(a)(1)
of the Act and 19 CFR 351.210(b)(4),
Commerce is aligning the final
determination of this CVD investigation
with the final determination in the
companion less-than-fair value (LTFV)
investigation of rebar from Egypt based
on the petitioner’s request.?
Consequently, the final CVD
determination will be issued on the
same date as the final LTFV
determination, which is currently
scheduled to be issued no later than
May 26, 2026, unless postponed.

All-Others Rate

Sections 703(d) and 705(c)(5)(A) of
the Act provide that, in the preliminary
determination, Commerce shall
determine an estimated all-others rate
for companies not individually
examined. This rate shall be an amount
equal to the weighted average of the
estimated subsidy rates established for
those companies individually

6 See Antidumping Duties; Countervailing Duties,
Final Rule, 62 FR 27296, 27323 (May 19, 1997)
(Preamble).

7 See Initiation Notice, 90 FR at 25225-26.

8 See sections 771(5)(B) and (D) of the Act
regarding financial contribution; section 771(5)(E)
of the Act regarding benefit; and section 771(5A) of
the Act regarding specificity.

9 The petitioner is the Rebar Trade Action
Coalition. See Petitioner’s Letter, “Request to Align
Countervailing Duty Investigation Final
Determinations with Antidumping Duty
Investigation Final Determinations,” dated January
6, 2026.
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examined, excluding any rates that are
zero, de minimis, or based entirely
under section 776 of the Act. If the rates
established for all exporters and
producers individually investigated are
zero, de minimis, or determined entirely
under facts available, Commerce may
use any reasonable method to establish
an all-others rate.10

In this investigation, Commerce
preliminarily calculated an individual
estimated countervailable subsidy rate
for the Ezz Group that is not zero, de
minimis, or based entirely on the facts
otherwise available.1 Commerce
calculated the all-others rate using the
individual estimated subsidy rate

calculated for the sole examined
respondent, i.e., the Ezz Group.

Preliminary Determination

Commerce preliminarily determines
that the following estimated
countervailable subsidy rates exist for
the period of investigation January 1,
2024 through December 31, 2024:

Company

Subsidy rate
(percent ad valorem)

Al-Ezz Dekheila Steel Alexandria Company (SAE); Ezz Steel Company S.A.E.; Ezz Rolling Mills Company (SAE); Al-
Ezz Flat Steel Company (SAE); Contra Steel Co.; Al-Ezz Group Holding Company for Industry & Investment

All Others

29.51
29.51

Suspension of Liquidation

In accordance with section 703(d)(2)
of the Act, Commerce will direct U.S.
Customs and Border Protection (CBP) to
suspend liquidation of entries of rebar
from Egypt, as described in Appendix I
to this notice, entered, or withdrawn
from warehouse, for consumption on or
after the date of publication of this
notice in the Federal Register. Further,
pursuant to section 703(d)(1)(B) of the
Act and 19 CFR 351.107(e), Commerce
will instruct CBP to require a cash
deposit equal to the estimated company-
specific countervailable subsidy rate or
the estimated all-others rate, as follows:
(1) the cash deposit rate for the
respondents listed above will be equal
to the company-specific estimated
individual countervailable subsidy rates
determined in this preliminary
determination; (2) if both the producer
and exporter of the subject merchandise
have company-specific estimated
subsidy rates determined in this
preliminary determination, and their
rates differ, then the applicable cash
deposit rate will be the higher of these
two rates; (3) if either the producer or
the exporter, but not both, of the subject
merchandise have a company-specific
estimated subsidy rate determined in
this preliminary determination, the
applicable cash deposit rate will be that
company’s company-specific rate; and
(4) the cash deposit rate for all other
producers and exporters will be equal to
the estimated all-others subsidy rate.

Disclosure

Commerce intends to disclose its
calculations and analysis performed in
connection with this preliminary

10 See sections 705(c)(5)(A)(i) and (ii) of the Act.

11 The Ezz Group consists of mandatory
respondents and cross-owned companies Ezz Steel
Company S.A.E. (ESR) and Al-Ezz Dekheila Steel
Alexandria Company (SAE) (EZDK), as well the
following additional cross-owned companies: Al-
Ezz Flat Steel Company (SAE) (EFS), Ezz Rolling
Mills Company (SAE) (ERM), Al-Ezz Group Holding

determination within five days of its
public announcement, or if there is no
public announcement, within five days
of the date of publication of this notice
in the Federal Register, in accordance
with 19 CFR 351.224(b).

Consistent with 19 CFR 351.224(e),
Commerce will analyze and, if
appropriate, correct any timely
allegations of significant ministerial
errors by amending the preliminary
determination. However, consistent
with 19 CFR 351.224(d), Commerce will
not consider incomplete allegations that
do not address the significance standard
under 19 CFR 351.224(g) following the
preliminary determination. Instead,
Commerce will address such allegations
in the final determination together with
issues raised in the case briefs or other
written comments.

Verification

As provided in section 782(i)(1) of the
Act, Commerce intends to verify the
information relied upon in making its
final determination.

Public Comment

Case briefs or other written
comments, excluding scope comments,
may be submitted to the Assistant
Secretary for Enforcement and
Compliance no later than seven days
after the date on which the last
verification report is issued in this
investigation. Rebuttal briefs, limited to
issues raised in the case briefs, may be
filed not later than five days after the
date for filing case briefs.12 Interested
parties who submit case or rebuttal
briefs in this proceeding must submit:

Company for Industry & Investment (Ezz
Industries), and Contra Steel Co. (Contra).

12 See 19 CFR 351.309(d); see also Administrative
Protective Order, Service, and Other Procedures in
Antidumping and Countervailing Duty Proceedings,
88 FR 67069, 67077 (September 29, 2023) (APO and
Service Final Rule).

(1) a table of contents listing each issue;
and (2) a table of authorities.13

As provided under 19 CFR
351.309(c)(2)(iii) and (d)(2)(iii), we
request that interested parties provide at
the beginning of their briefs a public,
executive summary for each issue raised
in their briefs.14 Further, we request that
interested parties limit their public
executive summary of each issue to no
more than 450 words, not including
citations. We intend to use the public
executive summaries as the basis of the
comment summaries included in the
issues and decision memorandum that
will accompany the final determination
in this investigation. We request that
interested parties include footnotes for
relevant citations in the executive
summary of each issue. Note that
Commerce has amended certain of its
requirements pertaining to the service of
documents in 19 CFR 351.303(f).15

Pursuant to 19 CFR 351.310(c),
interested parties who wish to request a
hearing, limited to issues raised in the
case and rebuttal briefs, must submit a
written request to the Assistant
Secretary for Enforcement and
Compliance, U.S. Department of
Commerce, within 30 days after the date
of publication of this notice in the
Federal Register. Requests should
contain: (1) the party’s name, address,
and telephone number; (2) the number
of participants and, whether any
participant is a foreign national; and (3)
a list of the issues to be discussed. Oral
presentations at the hearing will be
limited to issues raised in the briefs. If
a request for a hearing is made,
Commerce intends to hold the hearing
at a date and time to be determined.

13 See 19 CFR 351.309(c)(2) and (d)(2).

14 We use the term “issue” here to describe an
argument that Commerce would normally address
in a comment of the Issues and Decision
Memorandum.

15 See APO and Service Final Rule.
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Parties should confirm by telephone the
date, time, and location of the hearing
two days before the scheduled date.

U.S. International Trade Commission
(ITC) Notification

In accordance with section 703(f) of
the Act, Commerce will notify the ITC
of its determination. If the final
determination is affirmative, the ITC
will determine, before the later of 120
days after the date of this preliminary
determination or 45 days after the final
determination, whether imports of rebar
from Egypt are materially injuring, or
threaten material injury to, the U.S.
industry.

Notification to Interested Parties

This determination is issued and
published in accordance with sections
703(f) and 777(i) of the Act, and 19 CFR
351.205(c).

Dated: January 8, 2026.
Christopher Abbott,

Deputy Assistant Secretary for Policy and
Negotiations, performing the non-exclusive
functions and duties of the Assistant
Secretary for Enforcement and Compliance.

Appendix I

Scope of the Investigation

The merchandise subject to this
investigation is steel concrete reinforcing bar
imported in either straight length or coil form
(rebar) regardless of metallurgy, length,
diameter, or grade or lack thereof.

The subject merchandise includes rebar
that has been further processed in the subject
countries or a third country, including but
not limited to cutting, grinding, galvanizing,
painting, coating, or any other processing
that would not otherwise remove the
merchandise from the scope of this
investigation if performed in the country of
manufacture of the rebar.

Specifically excluded are plain rounds
(i.e., nondeformed or smooth rebar).

The subject merchandise is classifiable in
the Harmonized Tariff Schedule of the
United States (HTSUS) primarily under item
numbers 7213.10.0000, 7214.20.0000, and
7228.30.8010. The subject merchandise may
also enter under other HTSUS numbers
including 7221.00.0017, 7221.00.0018,
7221.00.0030, 7221.00.0045, 7222.11.0001,
7222.11.0057, 7222.11.0059, 7222.30.0001,
7227.20.0080, 7227.90.6030, 7227.90.6035,
7227.90.6040, 7228.20.1000, and
7228.60.6000. HTSUS numbers are provided
for convenience and customs purposes;
however, the written description of the scope
remains dispositive.

Appendix IT

List of Topics Discussed in the Preliminary
Decision Memorandum

I. Summary

II. Background

IIL. Injury Test

IV. Diversification of Egypt’s Economy
V. Subsidies Valuation

VI. Analysis of Programs
VII. Recommendation

[FR Doc. 2026—00494 Filed 1-12—26; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-DS-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

International Trade Administration
[C-552-854]

Steel Concrete Reinforcing Bar From
the Socialist Republic of Vietnam:
Preliminary Affirmative Countervailing
Duty Determination and Alignment of
Final Determination With Final
Antidumping Duty Determination

AGENCY: Enforcement and Compliance,
International Trade Administration,
Department of Commerce.

SUMMARY: The U.S. Department of
Commerce (Commerce) preliminarily
determines that countervailable
subsidies are being provided to
producers and exporters of steel
concrete reinforcing bar (rebar) from the
Socialist Republic of Vietnam (Vietnam)
during the period of investigation,
January 1, 2024, through December 31,
2024. Interested parties are invited to
comment on this preliminary
determination.

DATES: Applicable January 13, 2026.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Christopher Williams or Erin Howard,
AD/CVD Operations, Office I,
Enforcement and Compliance,
International Trade Administration,
U.S. Department of Commerce, 1401
Constitution Avenue NW, Washington,
DC 20230; telephone: (202) 482—-5166
and (202) 482—-3453, respectively.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
Background

This preliminary determination is
made in accordance with section 703(b)
of the Tariff Act of 1930, as amended
(the Act). Commerce published the
notice of initiation of this countervailing
duty (CVD) investigation on June 30,
2025.1 On July 25, 2025, Commerce
postponed the preliminary
determination until November 3, 2025.2

Due to the lapse in appropriations and
Federal Government shutdown, on
November 14, 2025, Commerce tolled
all deadlines in administrative

1 See Steel Concrete Reinforcing Bar from Algeria,
Egypt, and the Socialist Republic of Vietnam:
Initiation of Countervailing Duty Investigations, 90
FR 27838 (June 30, 2025) (Initiation Notice).

2 See Steel Concrete Reinforcing Bar From
Algeria, Egypt, and the Socialist Republic of
Vietnam: Postponement of Preliminary
Determinations in the Countervailing Duty
Investigations, 90 FR 35278 (July 25, 2025).

proceedings by 47 days.? Additionally,
due to a backlog of documents that were
electronically filed via Enforcement and
Compliance’s Antidumping and
Countervailing Duty Centralized
Electronic Service System (ACCESS)
during the Federal Government
shutdown, on November 24, 2025,
Commerce tolled all deadlines in
administrative proceedings by an
additional 21 days.* Accordingly, the
deadline for this preliminary
determination is now January 8, 2026.
For a complete description of the
events that followed the initiation of
this investigation, see the Preliminary
Decision Memorandum.5 A list of topics
discussed in the Preliminary Decision
Memorandum is included as Appendix
II to this notice. The Preliminary
Decision Memorandum is a public
document and is on file electronically
via ACCESS. ACCESS is available to
registered users at https://
access.trade.gov. In addition, a complete
version of the Preliminary Decision
Memorandum can be accessed directly
at https://access.trade.gov/public/
FRNoticesListLayout.aspx.

Scope of the Investigation

The product covered by this
investigation is rebar from Vietnam. For
a complete description of the scope of
this investigation, see Appendix I.

Scope Comments

In accordance with the Preamble to
Commerce’s regulations,® the Initiation
Notice set aside a period of time for
parties to raise issues regarding product
coverage (i.e., scope).” No interested
party commented on the scope of the
investigation as it appeared in the
Initiation Notice. Commerce is not
preliminarily modifying the scope
language as it appeared in the Initiation
Notice. See the complete description of
the scope in Appendix I to this notice.

Methodology

Commerce is conducting this
investigation in accordance with section
701 of the Act. For each of the subsidy
programs found to be countervailable,

3 See Memorandum, ‘‘Deadlines Affected by the
Shutdown of the Federal Government,” dated
November 14, 2025.

4 See Memorandum, ‘“Tolling of all Case
Deadlines,” dated November 24, 2025.

5 See Memorandum, “Decision Memorandum for
the Preliminary Affirmative Determination of the
Countervailing Duty Investigation of Steel Concrete
Reinforcing Bar from the Socialist Republic of
Vietnam,” dated concurrently with, and hereby
adopted by, this notice (Preliminary Decision
Memorandum).

6 See Antidumping Duties; Countervailing Duties,
Final Rule, 62 FR 27296, 27323 (May 19, 1997).

7 See Initiation Notice.


https://access.trade.gov/public/FRNoticesListLayout.aspx
https://access.trade.gov/public/FRNoticesListLayout.aspx
https://access.trade.gov
https://access.trade.gov

1266

Federal Register/Vol. 91, No. 8/ Tuesday, January 13, 2026/ Notices

Commerce preliminarily determines
that there is a subsidy, i.e., a financial
contribution by an “authority” that
gives rise to a benefit to the recipient,
and that the subsidy is specific.? For a
full description of the methodology
underlying our preliminary
determination, see the Preliminary
Decision Memorandum.

Alignment

In accordance with section 705(a)(1)
of the Act and 19 CFR 351.210(b)(4),
Commerce is aligning the final
determination of this CVD investigation
with the final determination in the
companion less-than-fair value (LTFV)
investigation of rebar from Vietnam
based on the petitioner’s request.®
Consequently, the final CVD
determination will be issued on the
same date as the final LTFV
determination, which is currently
scheduled to be issued no later than
May 26, 2026, unless postponed.1©

All-Others Rate

Sections 703(d) and 705(c)(5)(A) of
the Act provide that, in the preliminary
determination, Commerce shall
determine an estimated all-others rate
for companies not individually
examined. This rate shall be an amount
equal to the weighted average of the
estimated subsidy rates established for
those companies individually
examined, excluding any rates that are
zero, de minimis, or based entirely
under section 776 of the Act. If the rates
established for all exporters and
producers individually investigated are
zero, de minimis, or determined entirely
under facts available, Commerce may
use any reasonable method to establish
an all-others rate.1?

In this investigation, Commerce
preliminarily calculated an individual
estimated countervailable subsidy rate
for Hoa Phat Group Joint Stock
Company that is not zero, de minimis,
or based entirely on the facts otherwise
available. Therefore, Commerce
calculated the all-others rate using the
individual estimated subsidy rate
calculated for the sole examined

8 See sections 771(5)(B) and (D) of the Act
regarding financial contribution; section 771(5)(E)
of the Act regarding benefit; and section 771(5A) of
the Act regarding specificity.

9 The petitioner is the Rebar Trade Action
Coalition. See Petitioner’s Letter, “Request to Align
Countervailing Duty Investigation Final
Determination with Antidumping Duty
Investigation Final Determinations,” dated January
7, 2026.

10 Steel Concrete Reinforcing Bar from Bulgaria,
Egypt, and the Socialist Republic of Vietnam:
Postponement of Preliminary Determinations in the
Less-Than-Fair-Value Investigations, 91 FR 696
(January 8, 2026).

11 See sections 705(c)(5)(A)(i) and (ii) of the Act.

respondent, i.e., Hoa Phat Group Joint
Stock Company.

Preliminary Determination

Commerce preliminarily determines
that the following estimated
countervailable subsidy rates exist:

Subsidy rate
(percent
ad valorem)

Company

Hoa Phat Group Joint Stock
Company 12
All Others .....cceveviviieiiene

1.08
1.08

Suspension of Liquidation

In accordance with sections
703(d)(1)(B) and (d)(2) of the Act,
Commerce will direct U.S. Customs and
Border Protection (CBP) to suspend
liquidation of entries of rebar from
Vietnam, as described in Appendix I of
this notice, entered, or withdrawn from
warehouse, for consumption on or after
the date of publication of this notice in
the Federal Register. Further, pursuant
to section 703(d)(1)(B) of the Act and 19
CFR 351.107(e), Commerce will instruct
CBP to require a cash deposit equal to
the estimated company-specific
countervailable subsidy rate or the
estimated all-others rate, as follows: (1)
the cash deposit rate for the respondents
listed above will be equal to the
company-specific estimated individual
countervailable subsidy rates
determined in this preliminary
determination; (2) if both the producer
and exporter of the subject merchandise
have company-specific estimated
subsidy rates determined in this
preliminary determination, and their
rates differ, then the applicable cash
deposit rate will be the higher of these
two rates; (3) if either the producer or
the exporter, but not both, of the subject
merchandise have a company-specific
estimated subsidy rate determined in
this preliminary determination, the
applicable cash deposit rate will be that
company’s company-specific rate; and
(4) the cash deposit rate for all other
producers and exporters will be equal to
the estimated all-others subsidy rate.

12 As discussed in the Preliminary Decision
Memorandum, Commerce has found the following
companies to be cross-owned with Hoa Phat Group
Joint Stock Company: Hoa Phat Dung Quat Steel
Joint Stock Company, Hoa Phat Hai Duong Steel
Joint Stock Company, Hoa Phat Hung Yen Steel
Limited Liability Company, Hoa Phat Energy Joint
Stock Company, An Thong Mineral Investment
Joint Stock Company, Hoa Phat Iron and Steel Joint
Stock Company, Hoa Phat Metal Producing
Company Limited, Hoa Phat Prestressed Concrete
One Member Limited Liability Company, and Hoa
Phat Steel Products Joint Stock Company.

Disclosure

Commerce intends to disclose its
calculations and analysis performed in
connection with this preliminary
determination within five days of its
public announcement, or if there is no
public announcement, within five days
of the date of publication of this notice
in accordance with 19 CFR 351.224(b).

Consistent with 19 CFR 351.224(e),
Commerce will analyze and, if
appropriate, correct any timely
allegations of significant ministerial
errors by amending the preliminary
determination. However, consistent
with 19 CFR 351.224(d), Commerce will
not consider incomplete allegations that
do not address the significance standard
under 19 CFR 351.224(g) following the
preliminary determination. Instead,
Commerce will address such allegations
in the final determination together with
issues raised in the case briefs or other
written comments.

Verification

As provided in section 782(i)(1) of the
Act, Commerce intends to verify the
information relied upon in making its
final determination.

Public Comment

Case briefs or other written comments
may be submitted to the Assistant
Secretary for Enforcement and
Compliance no later than seven days
after the date on which the last
verification report is issued in this
investigation. Rebuttal briefs, limited to
issues raised in the case briefs, may be
filed not later than five days after the
date for filing case briefs.13 Interested
parties who submit case briefs or
rebuttal briefs in this proceeding must
submit: (1) a table of contents listing
each issue; and (2) a table of
authorities.14

As provided under 19 CFR
351.309(c)(2)(iii) and (d)(2)(iii), in prior
proceedings we have encouraged
interested parties to provide an
executive summary of their brief that
should be limited to five pages total,
including footnotes. In this
investigation, we instead request that
interested parties provide at the
beginning of their briefs a public
executive summary for each issue raised
in their briefs.1® Further, we request that

13 See 19 CFR 351.309(d); see also Administrative
Protective Order, Service, and Other Procedures in
Antidumping and Countervailing Duty Proceedings,
88 FR 67069, 67077 (September 29, 2023) (APO and
Service Final Rule).

14 See 19 351.309(c)(2) and (d)(2).

15 We use the term “issue” here to describe an
argument that Commerce would normally address
in a comment of the Issues and Decision
Memorandum.
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interested parties limit their public
executive summary of each issue to no
more than 450 words, not including
citations. We intend to use the public
executive summaries as the basis of the
comment summaries included in the
issues and decision memorandum that
will accompany the final determination
in this investigation. We request that
interested parties include footnotes for
relevant citations in the executive
summary of each issue. Note that
Commerce has amended certain of its
requirements pertaining to the service of
documents in 19 CFR 351.303(f).16

Pursuant to 19 CFR 351.310(c),
interested parties who wish to request a
hearing, limited to issues raised in the
case and rebuttal briefs, must submit a
written request to the Assistant
Secretary for Enforcement and
Compliance, U.S. Department of
Commerce within 30 days after the date
of publication of this notice. Requests
should contain: (1) the party’s name,
address, and telephone number; (2) the
number of participants and, whether
any participant is a foreign national; and
(3) a list of the issues to be discussed.
Oral presentations at the hearing will be
limited to issues raised in the briefs. If
a request for a hearing is made,
Commerce intends to hold the hearing
at a time and date to be determined.
Parties should confirm by telephone the
date, time, and location of the hearing
two days before the scheduled date.

U.S. International Trade Commission
Notification

In accordance with section 703(f) of
the Act, Commerce will notify the U.S.
International Trade Commission (ITC) of
its determination. If the final
determination is affirmative, the ITC
will determine, before the later of 120
days after the date of this preliminary
determination or 45 days after the final
determination, whether imports of rebar
from Vietnam are materially injuring, or
threaten material injury to, the U.S.
industry.

Notification to Interested Parties

This determination is issued and
published in accordance with sections
703(f) and 777(i) of the Act, and 19 CFR
351.205(c).

16 See APO and Service Final Rule.

Dated: January 8, 2026.
Christopher Abbott,

Deputy Assistant Secretary for Policy and
Negotiations, performing the non-exclusive
functions and duties of the Assistant
Secretary for Enforcement and Compliance.

Appendix I

Scope of the Investigation

The merchandise subject to this
investigation is steel concrete reinforcing bar
imported in either straight length or coil form
(rebar) regardless of metallurgy, length,
diameter, or grade or lack thereof.

The subject merchandise includes rebar
that has been further processed in the subject
countries or a third country, including but
not limited to cutting, grinding, galvanizing,
painting, coating, or any other processing
that would not otherwise remove the
merchandise from the scope of this
investigation if performed in the country of
manufacture of the rebar.

Specifically excluded are plain rounds
(i.e., nondeformed or smooth rebar).

The subject merchandise is classifiable in
the Harmonized Tariff Schedule of the
United States (HTSUS) primarily under item
numbers 7213.10.0000, 7214.20.0000, and
7228.30.8010. The subject merchandise may
also enter under other HTSUS numbers
including 7221.00.0017, 7221.00.0018,
7221.00.0030, 7221.00.0045, 7222.11.0001,
7222.11.0057, 7222.11.0059, 7222.30.0001,
7227.20.0080, 7227.90.6030, 7227.90.6035,
7227.90.6040, 7228.20.1000, and
7228.60.6000. HTSUS numbers are provided
for convenience and customs purposes;
however, the written description of the scope
remains dispositive.

Appendix IT

List of Topics Discussed in the Preliminary
Decision Memorandum

I. Summary

II. Background

III. Injury Test

IV. Subsidies Valuation Information

V. Interest Rate and Discount Rate
Benchmarks

VI. Analysis of Programs

VII. Recommendation

[FR Doc. 2026—00495 Filed 1-12—26; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-DS-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

[RTID 0648-XF460]

Pacific Fishery Management Council;
Public Meeting

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Notice of public meeting.

SUMMARY: The Pacific Fishery
Management Council (Pacific Council)

will hold a meeting of its Ad Hoc Highly
Migratory Species (HMS) Fisheries
Innovation Workgroup (FIW) to discuss
procedures to facilitate the development
of new HMS gears and achieve the goals
of the HMS Roadmap. This meeting is
open to the public.

DATES: The meeting will be held
Thursday, January 29 through Friday,
January 30, 2026. The meeting will start
each day at 8:30 a.m. and conclude at

5 p.m. Pacific Standard Time or until
business for the day has been
completed.

ADDRESSES: The meeting will be held in
the Stenella Room of the Southwest
Fisheries Science Center (SWFSC), 8901
La Jolla Shores Drive, La Jolla,
California. Phone: (858) 546—7000. The
meeting will not be broadcast. Specific
meeting information will be provided in
the meeting announcement on the
Pacific Council’s website (see https://
www.pcouncil.org). You may send an
email to Mr. Kris Kleinschmidt
(kris.kleinschmidt@pcouncil.org) or
contact him at 503-820-2412 for
technical assistance.

Council address: Pacific Fishery
Management Council, 7700 NE
Ambassador Place, Suite 101, Portland,
Oregon 97220-1384.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Kerry Griffin, Pacific Council;
telephone: 503—-820-2409.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
purposes of this meeting are to (1)
finalize recommended metrics and
benchmarks for evaluating performance
of exempted fishing permit (EFP)
activities, (2) finalize recommendations
for EFP guidance, and (3) develop
recommended modifications to Pacific
Council Operating Procedure 20
(consideration of HMS EFPs). The FIW
will develop a report for consideration
at the March 2026 Pacific Council
meeting.

Although non-emergency issues not
contained in the meeting agenda may be
discussed, those issues may not be the
subject of formal action during this
meeting. Action will be restricted to
those issues specifically listed in this
document and any issues arising after
publication of this document that
require emergency action under section
305(c) of the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery
Conservation and Management Act,
provided the public has been notified of
the intent to take final action to address
the emergency.

This meeting will take place in a
Federal facility. Visitors who are foreign
nationals (defined as a person who is
not a citizen or national of the United
States) will require additional security
clearance to access the SWFSC. Foreign
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national visitors should contact Kara
Koehrn (Kara.Koehrn@noaa.gov; (858)
546—5651) at least 2 weeks prior to the
meeting date to initiate the security
clearance process.

Starting on January 1, 2026, Federal
facilities (including leased facilities)
will only accept REAL ID-compliant
forms of identification. Visitors with
state-issued identification must now
present a REAL ID or a different form of
government-issued photo identification,
such as:

e A passport.

e An Enhanced Driver’s License.

¢ A Federal employee, military, or
veteran identification card.

(This list is not all-inclusive.)

At this time, mobile driver’s licenses
are not authorized for acceptance at any
Department-occupied facility in place of
REAL ID compliant credentials.

Special Accommodations

Requests for sign language
interpretation or other auxiliary aids
should be directed to Mr. Kris
Kleinschmidt (kris.kleinschmidt@
pcouncil.org; 503—820-2412) at least 10
days prior to the meeting date.
(Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.)

Dated: January 8, 2026.
Rey Israel Marquez,

Acting Deputy Director, Office of Sustainable
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. 2026—00431 Filed 1-12-26; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-22-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

[RTID 0648—-XF135]

Determination of Overfishing or an
Overfished Condition

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: This action serves as a notice
that NMFS, on behalf of the Secretary of
Commerce (Secretary), has found that
Atlantic herring continues to be
overfished; the West Coast Klamath
River fall-run Chinook salmon stock
continues to be overfished; and the
northern subpopulation of Pacific
Sardine is now overfished. NMFS, on
behalf of the Secretary, is required to
provide this notice whenever it
determines that a stock or stock
complex is subject to overfishing,
overfished, or approaching an
overfished condition.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Evelyn Strombom, (301) 427-8633.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Pursuant
to section 304(e)(2) of the Magnuson-
Stevens Fishery Conservation and
Management Act, 16 U.S.C. 1854(e)(2),
NMFS, on behalf of the Secretary, must
notify councils, and publish a notice in
the Federal Register, whenever it
determines that a stock or stock
complex is subject to overfishing,
overfished, or approaching an
overfished condition.

NMFS has determined that Atlantic
herring continues to be overfished. This
determination is based on the most
recent assessment, completed in 2024
using data through 2023, that found the
spawning stock biomass is less than the
minimum stock size threshold (MSST),
which supports the determination that
the stock remains overfished. NMFS
continues to work with the New
England Fishery Management Council
to rebuild this stock.

NMEFS has determined that the West
Coast Klamath River fall-run Chinook
salmon stock continues to be overfished.
This determination is based on the most
recent assessment, completed in 2025
using data from 2022-2024, that found
the 3-year geometric mean escapement
is less than the MSST, which supports
the determination that the stock remains
overfished. NMFS continues to work
with the Pacific Fishery Management
Council to rebuild this stock.

NMEFS has determined that the
northern subpopulation of Pacific

Sardine is again overfished. This
determination is based on the most
recent assessment, completed in 2025
using data through 2024, that found the
age 1+ biomass is less than the MSST,
which supports a determination that the
stock is overfished. NMFS continues to
work with the Pacific Fishery
Management Council to rebuild this
stock.

Dated: January 8, 2026.
Kelly Denit,

Director, Office of Sustainable Fisheries,
National Marine Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. 2026—00428 Filed 1-12—26; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-22-P

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE

Office of the Secretary

[Transmittal No. 24-0U]

Arms Sales Notification

AGENCY: Defense Security Cooperation
Agency, Department of Defense (DoD).

ACTION: Arms sales notice.

SUMMARY: The DoD is publishing the
unclassified text of an arms sales
notification.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Urooj Zahra at (703) 695-6233,
urooj.zahra.civ@mail.mil, or
dsca.ncr.rsremgmt.list.cns-mbx@
mail.mil.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: This 36(b)
arms sales notification is published to
fulfill the requirements of section 155 of
Public Law 104-164 dated July 21,
1996. The following is a copy of a letter
to the Speaker of the House of
Representatives with attached
Transmittal 24—-0U.

Dated: January 8, 2026.
Stephanie J. Bost,

Alternate OSD Federal Register Liaison
Officer, Department of Defense.

BILLING CODE 6001-FR-P
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B0 Delerme Poalegon
Wanhdngton, B0 20801-2800

The Honorable Mike Johnson

Speaker of the Howse

LLS. House of Hepreseniatives

H200, The Caplted

Washington, DO 20515

Desr Mr. Speaken:

DEFENSE SECURITY COOPERATION AGENCY

February 7, 2023

Pursuant 1o the reporting veguirements of Section 36(bNSHC) of the Armss Export Control

Avt (ABCAY, #s smended, v e forwarding Transmital No. 280U, This notification relates to

enhancements or Upgrades from the level of sersitivity of technology or capability described in

the Seotion 36001 ABCA certification 2416 of Divember 29, 2023,

nclosure:
f. Transoatal

BILLING CODE 6001-FR—-C
Transmittal No. 24-0U

REPORT OF ENHANCEMENT OR
UPGRADE OF SENSITIVITY OF
TECHNOLOGY OR CAPABILITY (SEC.
36(B)(5)(C), AECA)

(i) Purchaser: Government of Israel

(ii) Sec. 36(b)(1), AECA Transmittal
No.: 24-16

Date: December 29, 2023

Implementing Agency: Army

Funding Source: Foreign Military
Financing

(iii) Description: On December 29,
2023, Congress was notified by
congressional certification transmittal
number 24-16 of the possible sale,
under Section 36(b)(1) of the Arms
Export Control Act, of four thousand
seven hundred ninety-two (4,792) M107
155mm High Explosive projectiles. Also
included were various 155mm
projectiles; propelling charges; 155mm
ancillaries; publications; technical
documentation; United States (U.S.)
Government and contractor engineering,
technical, and logistics support services;
and other related elements of logistics
and program support. The estimated
total cost was $147.5 million. Major

Sincerely,

“h—

ttohaed FLMiler
Sucior

£

Defense Equipment (MDE) constituted
$7.5 million of this total.

This transmittal notifies the inclusion
of an additional ten thousand (10,000)
M107 and/or M795 155mm High
Explosive projectiles. Also included are
the following non-MDE items: various
155mm projectiles; publications;
technical documentation; U.S.
Government and contractor engineering,
technical and logistics support services;
studies and surveys; and other related
elements of logistical and program
support. The total value of the new
items and services is $312.5 million.
The net cost of MDE will increase by
$20.5 million, resulting in a revised
MDE value of $28 million. The net cost
of non-MDE will increase by $292
million, resulting in a revised non-MDE
value of $432 million. The estimated
total case value will increase by $312.5
million to $460 million.

(iv) Significance: Israel will use the
enhanced capability as a deterrent to
regional threats and to strengthen its
homeland defense.

(v) Justification: The U.S. is
committed to the security of Israel, and
it is vital to U.S. national interests to
assist Israel to develop and maintain a
strong and ready self-defense capability.

This proposed sale is consistent with
those objectives.

(vi) Sensitivity of Technology: The
Sensitivity of Technology Statement
contained in the original notification
applies to items reported here.

The highest level of classification of
defense articles, components, and
services included in this potential sale
is UNCLASSIFIED.

(vii) Date Report Delivered to
Congress: February 7, 2025

[FR Doc. 2026—00444 Filed 1-12—26; 8:45 am|
BILLING CODE 6001-FR-P

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE

Office of the Secretary
[Transmittal No. 24-50]

Arms Sales Notification

AGENCY: Defense Security Cooperation
Agency, Department of Defense (DoD).

ACTION: Arms sales notice.

SUMMARY: The DoD is publishing the
unclassified text of an arms sales
notification.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Urooj Zahra at (703) 695-6233,
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urooj.zahra.civ@mail.mil, or
dsca.ncr.rsremgmt.list.cns-mbx@
mail.mil.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: This 36(b)
arms sales notification is published to
fulfill the requirements of section 155 of

Public Law 104-164 dated July 21,
1996. The following is a copy of a letter
to the Speaker of the House of
Representatives with attached
Transmittal 24-50, Policy Justification,
and Sensitivity of Technology.

2800 Dedferss Pentagon
Washington, DC 2030 -3800

The Honorable Mike Johnson

Speaker of the House

115, House of Representatives

H-209, The Capitol

Washington, DC 20515

Dear Mr, Speaker:

Dated: January 8, 2026.
Stephanie J. Bost,

Alternate OSD Federal Register Liaison
Officer, Department of Defense.

BILLING CODE 6001-FR-P

DEFENSE SECURITY COLPERATION AGENCY

Pursuant to the reporting requirements of Section 36(b)(1) of the Arms Export Control

Act, 88 amended, we are forwarding herewith Transmitial No, 24-80, concerning the Navy's

proposed Letter(sy of Offer and Acceptance to the Government of Egypt for defense articles and

services estiviated 1o cost $625 million: We will issue 2 nows release to notify the public of this

proposed sale upon delivery of this letter to your office.

Enclosures:
1. Transmitial

Poliey Justification

Sincerely,

?\ N
. 4
“} I g“ﬁ’{ R

Michael ¥ Miller
i}ix‘%{f};‘

e
3. Sensitivity of Technology
4. Regional Balance (Classified document provided under separate cover)

BILLING CODE 6001-FR-C
Transmittal No. 24-50

Notice of Proposed Issuance of Letter of
Offer Pursuant to Section 36(b)(1) of the
Arms Export Control Act, as amended

(i) Prospective Purchaser: Government

of Egypt
(i1) Total Estimated Value:

Major Defense Equipment *  $200 million

Other

$625 million

Funding Source: Foreign Military
Financing

$425 million

(iii) Description and Quantity or
Quantities of Articles or Services under
Consideration for Purchase: The
Government of Egypt has requested to
buy equipment and services including
the following to modernize its four fast
missile craft (FMC):

Major Defense Equipment (MDE):
Four (4) Component Based Total Ship

System, 21st Century (COMBATSS—-

21) combat management systems
Non-MDE:
Also included are air and surface
surveillance radars; chaff decoy
systems; electro-optical/infrared

sensor systems; electronic warfare
systems; navigation data
distribution systems;
communications intelligence
systems; fire control radar systems;
76 mm gun upgrades; and other
related elements of logistics and
program support.

(iv) Military Department: Navy (EG—
P-LGY)

(v) Prior Related Cases, if any: EG—P—
SBU

(vi) Sales Commission, Fee, etc., Paid,
Offered, or Agreed to be Paid: None
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(vii) Sensitivity of Technology
Contained in the Defense Article or
Defense Services Proposed to be Sold:
See Attached Annex

(viii) Date Report Delivered to
Congress: February 4, 2025

* as defined in Section 47(6) of the
Arms Export Control Act.

POLICY JUSTIFICATION
Egypt—Fast Missile Craft Modernization

The Government of Egypt has
requested to buy equipment and
services including four (4) Component
Based Total Ship System, 21st Century
(COMBATSS-21) combat management
systems to modernize its four fast
missile craft (FMC). Also included are
air and surface surveillance radars; chaff
decoy systems; electro-optical/infrared
sensor systems; electronic warfare
systems; navigation data distribution
systems; communications intelligence
systems; fire control radar systems; 76
mm gun upgrades; and other related
elements of logistics and program
support. The estimated total cost is $625
million.

This proposed sale will support
United States (U.S.) foreign policy and
national security objectives by helping
to improve the security of a friendly
country that continues to be an
important force for political stability
and economic growth I the Middle East.

The proposed sale will improve
Egypt’s capability to meet current and
future threats by increasing the tactical
and operational capabilities of the
Egyptian Navy to support strategic
maritime security objectives. Egypt will
have no difficulty absorbing this
equipment into its armed forces.

The proposed sale of this equipment
and support will not alter the basic
military balance in the region.

The principal contractors will be
Lockheed Martin, located in Manassas,
VA, and L3Harris, located in

Northampton, MA. At this time, the U.S.
Government is not aware of any offset
agreement proposed in connection with
this potential sale. Any offset agreement
will be defined in negotiations between
the purchaser and the contractor.

Implementation of this proposed sale
will not require the assignment of any
additional U.S. Government or
contractor representatives to Egypt.

There will be no adverse impact on
U.S. defense readiness as a result of this
proposed sale.

Transmittal No. 24-50

Notice of Proposed Issuance of Letter of
Offer Pursuant to Section 36(b)(1) of the
Arms Export Control Act

Annex
Item No. vii

(vii) Sensitivity of Technology:

1. The Component Based Total Ship
System, 21st Century (COMBATSS-21)
is an Aegis-derived combat management
system. It is the backbone of the ship’s
mission system and integrates the radar,
electro-optical infrared cameras, gun fire
control system, countermeasures, and
short-range anti-air missiles to provide
the decision support functions to
designate in real time the optimum
weapon system for the detected threat.

2. The highest level of classification of
defense articles, components, and
services included in this potential sale
is SECRET.

3. If a technologically advanced
adversary were to obtain knowledge of
the specific hardware and software
elements, the information could be used
to develop countermeasures that might
reduce system effectiveness or be used
in the development of a system with
similar or advanced capabilities.

4. A determination has been made
that Egypt can provide substantially the
same degree of protection for the
sensitive technology being released as

the U.S. Government. This sale is
necessary in furtherance of the U.S.
foreign policy and national security
objectives outlined in the Policy
Justification.

5. All defense articles and services
listed in this transmittal have been
authorized for release and export to the
Government of Egypt.

[FR Doc. 2026—-00443 Filed 1-12—26; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 6001-FR-P

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE

Office of the Secretary

[Transmittal No. 25-27]
Arms Sales Notification

AGENCY: Defense Security Cooperation
Agency, Department of Defense (DoD).

ACTION: Arms sales notice.

SUMMARY: The DoD is publishing the
unclassified text of an arms sales
notification.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Urooj Zahra at (703) 695-6233,
urooj.zahra.civ@mail.mil, or
dsca.ncr.rsremgmt.list.cns-mbx@
mail.mil.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: This 36(b)
arms sales notification is published to
fulfill the requirements of section 155 of
Public Law 104-164 dated July 21,
1996. The following is a copy of a letter
to the Speaker of the House of
Representatives with attached
Transmittal 25-27, Policy Justification,
and Sensitive of Technology.

Dated: January 8, 2026.
Stephanie J. Bost,

Alternate OSD Federal Register Liaison
Officer, Department of Defense.

BILLING CODE 6001-FR-P
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ZROO Defenme Pontagon
Waskingtos, DO 203012800

The Honorable Mike Johnson

‘}§x&i\€,§ of the House

LA, House of Representatives

He m%f} The Capitel

Washington, DC 20515

Dear Mr. Speaker:

t}w&ms ﬁﬁﬂﬁﬂiw ﬂﬁﬁﬁﬁ:ﬁ}kﬂi}ﬁ ﬁﬁiﬁNﬁY

April 23,2025

Pursuant to the reporting requirerents of Section wé)ﬁ*‘k}i Profthe fms h;sm“% Control

Act, as amended, we are forwarding herewith Travwsmittal i\l& 2

25-27, concerning the Army's

- proposed Letter(s) of Offer and Acceptance 1o the Government of lreland for defense articles and

services estimated 1o cost 346 million. We will issue & nows release 1o notify the public of this

proposed sale upon delivery of this letter o your office.

Enclosures:
1. Transmital
Policy Justification

Michae! F. Miller
Director

2.
3 Bensitivity of mmmw

BILLING CODE 6001—FR-C
Transmittal No. 25-27

Notice of Proposed Issuance of Letter of
Offer Pursuant to Section 36(b)(1) of the
Arms Export Control Act, as amended

(i) Prospective Purchaser: Government
of Ireland

(ii) Total Estimated Value:
Major Defense Equipment * .. $25 million
Other ....oceevveverienenicnceieene

$46 million

(iii) Description and Quantity or
Quantities of Articles or Services under
Consideration for Purchase: Foreign
Military Sales (FMS) case EI-B—UDF

$21 million

was below congressional notification
threshold at $8.7 million ($7.9 million
in MDE) and included forty-four (44)
FGM-148 Javelin missiles. The
Government of Ireland has requested
that the case be amended to include
thirty-six (36) Lightweight Command
Launch Units (LwCLU). This
amendment will cause the case to
exceed the notification threshold, and
thus notification of the entire program is
required. The above notification
requirements are combined as follows:

Major Defense Equipment (MDE):

Forty-four (44) FGM-148 Javelin
missiles

Thirty-six (36) Lightweight Command

Launch Units (LwCLUs)
Non-Major Defense Equipment:

The following non-MDE items will
also be included: missile
containers; United States (U.S.)
Government technical assistance;
Enhanced Producibility Basic Skills
Trainers (EPBST); training; and
other related elements of logistics
and program support.

(iv) Military Department: Army (EI-B—

UDF)
(v) Prior Related Cases, if any: None
(vi) Sales Commission, Fee, etc., Paid,
Offered, or Agreed to be Paid: None
known at this time
(vii) Sensitivity of Technology
Contained in the Defense Article or
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Defense Services Proposed to be Sold:
See Attached Annex

(viii) Date Report Delivered to
Congress: April 23, 2025

* as defined in Section 47(6) of the
Arms Export Control Act.

POLICY JUSTIFICATION

Ireland—FGM-148 Javelin Missiles and
Lightweight Command Launch Units

The Government of Ireland has
requested to buy thirty-six (36)
Lightweight Command Launch Units
(LwCLUs) that will be added to a
previously implemented case whose
value was under the congressional
notification threshold. The original
Foreign Military Sales (FMS) case,
valued at $8.7 million ($7.9 million in
MDE), included forty-four (44) FGM—
148 Javelin missiles. This notification is
for a combined total of forty-four (44)
FGM-148 Javelin missiles and thirty-six
(36) Lightweight Command Launch
Units (LwCLUs). The following non-
MBDE items will also be included:
missile containers; U.S. Government
technical assistance; Enhanced
Producibility Basic Skills Trainers
(EPBST); training; and other related
elements of logistics and program
support. The estimated total cost is $46
million.

This proposed sale will support the
foreign policy and national security of
the U.S. by improving the security and
capabilities of Ireland to support its
participation in peacekeeping missions
with the United Nations and NATO’s
Partnership for Peace program.

The proposed sale will enhance
Ireland’s capability to build its long-
term defense capacity to defend its
sovereignty and territorial integrity to
meet its national defense requirements.
Ireland will have no difficulty absorbing
this equipment into its armed forces.

The proposed sale of this equipment
and support will not alter the basic
military balance in the region.

The prime contractors will be the
Javelin Joint Venture between Lockheed
Martin, located in Orlando, FL, and RTX
Corporation, located in Tucson, AZ. At
this time, the U.S. Government is not
aware of any offset agreement proposed
in connection with this potential sale.
Any offset agreement will be defined in
negotiations between the purchaser and
the contractor.

Implementation of this proposed sale
will not require the assignment of any
additional U.S. Government or
contractor representatives to Ireland.

There will be no adverse impact on
U.S. defense readiness as a result of this
proposed sale.

Transmittal No. 25-27

Notice of Proposed Issuance of Letter of
Offer Pursuant to Section 36(b)(1) of the
Arms Export Control Act

Annex
Item No. vii

(vii) Sensitivity of Technology:

1. The Javelin Weapon System is a
medium-range, man-portable, shoulder-
launched, fire-and-forget anti-tank
system for infantry, scouts, and combat
engineers. It may also be mounted on a
variety of platforms including vehicles,
aircraft, and watercraft. The system
weighs 49.5 pounds and has a
maximum range in excess of 2,500
meters. The system is highly lethal
against tanks and other systems with
conventional and reactive armors and
possesses a secondary capability against
bunkers.

2. Javelin’s key technical feature is the
use of fire-and-forget technology that
allows the gunner to fire and
immediately relocate or take cover.
Additional special features are the top
attack and direct fire modes, an
advanced tandem warhead and imaging
infrared seeker, target lock-on before
launch, and soft launch from enclosures
or covered fighting positions. The
Javelin missile also has a minimum
smoke motor to decrease the likelihood
of detection on the battlefield.

3. The Javelin Weapon System is
comprised of two major tactical
components, a reusable Light Weight
Command Launch Unit (LwCLU) and a
missile contained in a disposable
launch tube assembly. The LwCLU
incorporates an integrated day/night
sight that provides target engagement
capability in adverse weather and
countermeasure environments and may
also be used in a stand-alone mode for
battlefield surveillance and target
detection. The LwCLU’s thermal sight is
a 3rd generation forward looking
infrared sensor. The LwCLU also serves
to upload missile software updates.

4. The Javelin missile is
autonomously guided to the target using
an imaging infrared seeker and adaptive
correlation tracking algorithms. This
allows the gunner to take cover or
reload and engage another target after
firing a missile. An onboard flight
computer guides the missile to the
selected target.

5. The highest level of classification of
defense articles, components, and
services included in this potential sale
is SECRET.

6. If a technologically advanced
adversary were to obtain knowledge of
the specific hardware and software
elements, the information could be used
to develop countermeasures that might
reduce system effectiveness or be used
in the development of a system with
similar or advanced capabilities.

7. A determination has been made
that Ireland can provide the same degree
of protection for the sensitive
technology being released as the U.S.
Government. This sale is necessary in
furtherance of the U.S. foreign policy
and national security objectives
outlined in the Policy Justification.

8. All defense articles and services
listed in this transmittal are authorized
for release and export to the
Government of Ireland.

[FR Doc. 2026—00397 Filed 1-12—26; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 6001-FR-P

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE
Office of the Secretary

[Transmittal No. 24-125]
Arms Sales Notification

AGENCY: Defense Security Cooperation
Agency, Department of Defense (DoD).

ACTION: Arms sales notice.

SUMMARY: The DoD is publishing the
unclassified text of an arms sales
notification.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Urooj Zahra at (703) 695-6233,
urooj.zahra.civ@mail.mil, or
dsca.ncr.rsremgmt.list.cns-mbx@
mail.mil.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: This 36(b)
arms sales notification is published to
fulfill the requirements of section 155 of
Public Law 104-164 dated July 21,
1996. The following is a copy of a letter
to the Speaker of the House of
Representatives with attached
Transmittal 24—125, Policy Justification,
and Sensitivity of Technology.

Dated: January 8, 2026.
Stephanie J. Bost,

Alternate OSD Federal Register Liaison
Officer, Department of Defense.

BILLING CODE 6001-FR-P


mailto:dsca.ncr.rsrcmgmt.list.cns-mbx@mail.mil
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Drear Mr. Speaken:

LROU Dotense Pantagon
Wasbdnaton, DO 20001 - 2800

DEFEMSE BECURITY COOPERATION AGENCY

January 15, 2023

Parsuant 1o the reporting requirements of Section 36(b)(1) of the Arms Export Control

At as amended, we are lorwarding horewith Transmitial We 244125, concerning the Ade

Foree's proposed Letter(s) of Ofter amd Acceptancs to the Govetment of Japan fordefiense

articles and services ostimited 1o cost

public of this proposed sale upon delivery of (his letter 1o your office.

Enclosures:
1. Transminal

2. Po |
3

N M

Michael ¥, Miller
Dhrector

o Nensitivity of Technology

BILLING CODE 6001-FR—-C
Transmittal No. 24-125

Notice of Proposed Issuance of Letter of
Offer Pursuant to Section 36(b)(1) of the
Arms Export Control Act, as amended

(i) Prospective Purchaser: Government
of Japan

(ii) Total Estimated Value:
$31 million
$ 8 million

Major Defense Equipment *
Other

$39 million

(iii) Description and Quantity or
Quantities of Articles or Services under
Consideration for Purchase:

Major Defense Equipment (MDE):

Sixteen (16) AGM—-158B/B-2 Joint
Air-to-Surface Standoff Missiles
with Extended Range (JASSM-ER)

Non-Major Defense Equipment:

The following non-MDE items will
also be included: AGM-158 JASSM
Dummy Air Training Missiles
(DATM) and containers; JASSM
Anti-jam Global Positioning System
Receivers (JAGR); munitions

support and support equipment;
spare parts, consumables,
accessories, and repair and return
support; integration and test
support and equipment; classified
and unclassified software delivery
and support; classified and
unclassified publications and
technical documentation; personnel
training and equipment; airlift and
transportation support; United
States (U.S.) Government and
contractor engineering, technical,
and logistics support services;
studies and surveys; and other
related elements of logistics and
program support.
(iv) Military Department: Air Force
(JA-D-YBL)
(v) Prior Related Cases, if any: JA-D—
YBH
(vi) Sales Commission, Fee, etc., Paid,
Offered, or Agreed to be Paid: None
known at this time
(vii) Sensitivity of Technology
Contained in the Defense Article or

B30 milhon, Wewill issue 8 nows reloase W notily the

Defense Services Proposed to be Sold:
See Attached Annex

(viii) Date Report Delivered to
Congress: January 15, 2025

* as defined in Section 47(6) of the
Arms Export Control Act.

POLICY JUSTIFICATION

Japan—joint Air-to-Surface Standoff
Missiles with Extended Range

The Government of Japan has
requested to buy sixteen (16) AGM—
158B/B-2 Joint Air-to-Surface Standoff
Missiles with Extended Range (JASSM—
ER). The following non-MDE items will
also be included: AGM-158 JASSM
Dummy Air Training Missiles (DATM)
and containers; JASSM Anti-jam Global
Positioning System Receivers (JAGR);
munitions support and support
equipment; spare parts, consumables
and accessories, and repair and return
support; integration and test support
and equipment; classified and
unclassified software delivery and
support; classified and unclassified
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publications and technical
documentation; personnel training and
equipment; airlift and transportation
support; U.S. Government and
contractor engineering, technical, and
logistics support services; studies and
surveys; and other related elements of
logistics and program support. The
estimated total cost is $39 million.

This proposed sale will support the
foreign policy goals and national
security objectives of the U.S. by
improving the security of a major ally
that is a force for political stability and
economic progress in the Indo-Pacific
region.

The proposed sale will improve
Japan’s capability to meet current and
future threats by providing stand-off
capability via advanced, long-range
strike systems for employment on Japan
Air Self-Defense Force (JASDF) fighter
aircraft, including but not limited to the
F-15] and F-35A/B. Japan will have no
difficulty absorbing these articles and
services into its armed forces.

The proposed sale of this equipment
and support will not alter the basic
military balance in the region.

The principal contractor will be
Lockheed Martin, located in Orlando,
FL. At this time, the U.S. Government
is not aware of any offset agreement
proposed in connection with this
potential sale. Any offset agreement will
be defined in negotiations between the
purchaser and the contractor.

Implementation of this proposed sale
will not require the assignment of any
additional U.S. Government or
contractor representatives to Japan.

There will be no adverse impact on
U.S. defense readiness as a result of this
proposed sale.

Transmittal No. 24-125

Notice of Proposed Issuance of Letter of
Offer Pursuant to Section 36(b)(1) of the
Arms Export Control Act

Annex
Item No. vii

(vii) Sensitivity of Technology:

1. The AGM-158B/B-2 Joint Air-to-
Surface Standoff Missile with Extended
Range (JASSM-ER) All Up Round
(AUR) is a low-observable, highly
survivable, subsonic cruise missile
designed to penetrate next-generation
air defense systems enroute to target.
The JASSM-ER is designed to kill hard,
medium-hardened, soft, and area-type
targets. The extended range over the
baseline was obtained by going from a
turbo jet to a turbo-fan engine and by
reconfiguring the fuel tanks for added
capacity.

a. The AGM-158B-2 system
capabilities include all the capabilities
of the AGM-158B. The AGM-158B-2
configuration will have different
internal components to address multiple
obsolescence issues as well as
subcomponent updates to position for
M-Code and other potential upgrades.
Global Positioning System/Precise
Positioning Service (GPS/PPS) to be
provided by either Selective Availability
Anti-Spoofing Module (SAASM) or M-
Code.

2. The highest level of classification of
defense articles, components, and
services included in this potential sale
is SECRET.

3. If a technologically advanced
adversary were to obtain knowledge of
the specific hardware and software
elements, the information could be used
to develop countermeasures that might
reduce system effectiveness or be used
in the development of a system with
similar or advanced capabilities.

4. A determination has been made
that Japan can provide substantially the

same degree of protection for the
sensitive technology being released as
the U.S. Government. This sale is
necessary in furtherance of the U.S.
foreign policy and national security
objectives outlined in the Policy
Justification.

5. All defense articles and services
listed in this transmittal have been
authorized for release and export to the
Government of Japan.

[FR Doc. 2026-00441 Filed 1-12-26; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 6001-FR-P

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE
Office of the Secretary
[Transmittal No. 24-80]

Arms Sales Notification

AGENCY: Defense Security Cooperation
Agency, Department of Defense (DoD).

ACTION: Arms sales notice.

SUMMARY: The DoD is publishing the
unclassified text of an arms sales
notification.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Urooj Zahra at (703) 695-6233,
urooj.zahra.civ@mail.mil, or
dsca.ncr.rsremgmt.list.cns-mbx@
mail.mil.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: This 36(b)
arms sales notification is published to
fulfill the requirements of section 155 of
Public Law 104-164 dated July 21,
1996. The following is a copy of a letter
to the Speaker of the House of
Representatives with attached
Transmittal 24-80, Policy Justification,
and Sensitivity of Technology.

Dated: January 8, 2026.
Stephanie J. Bost,

Alternate OSD Federal Register Liaison
Officer, Department of Defense.

BILLING CODE 6001-FR-P
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DEFENSE SECURITY COOPERATION AGENCY

2800 DEFENSE PENTAGON
WASHINGTON, DU 203012800

Speaker of the House
ULS. House of Representatives

F1-209, The Capitol

Washington, DC 20515

Dear Mr. Speaker:

Pursuant to the reporting requirements of Section 36(b)(1) of the Arms Export Control

Act, as amended, we are forwarding herewith Transmittal No. 24-80, concerning the Navy's

proposed Letter(s) of Offer and Acceptance to the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia for defense articles

and services estimated to cost $78.5 million. We will issue & news release to notify the public of

this proposed sale upon delivery of this letter to your office.

Enclosures:
. Transmittal

Sincerely,

Michael F, Miller
Director

1
2. Policy Justification
3. Sensitivity of Technology

il

BILLING CODE 6001-FR-C
Transmittal No. 24—-80

Notice of Proposed Issuance of Letter of
Offer Pursuant to Section 36(b)(1) of the
Arms Export Control Act, as amended

(i) Prospective Purchaser: Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia

(ii) Total Estimated Value:
Major Defense Equipment *  $48.5 million
Other

$78.5 million

Funding Source: National Funds
(iii) Description and Quantity or
Quantities of Articles or Services under
Consideration for Purchase:
Major Defense Equipment (MDE):
Twenty (20) MK 54 MOD 0
Lightweight Torpedo (LWT) all up

$30.0 million

rounds
Non-Major Defense Equipment:

The following non-MDE items will
also be included: MK 54 MOD 0
LWT spare parts; MK 54
Recoverable Exercise Torpedoes
(REXTORP); handling shapes and
containers; training; publications;
support and test equipment; United
States (U.S.) Government and
contractor engineering, technical,
and logistics support services; and
other related elements of logistics
and program support.

(iv) Military Department: Navy (SR—
P-ABX)
(v) Prior Related Cases, if any: None

(vi) Sales Commission, Fee, etc., Paid,
Offered, or Agreed to be Paid: None

Regional Balance (Classified document provided under separate cover)

(vii) Sensitivity of Technology
Contained in the Defense Article or
Defense Services Proposed to be Sold:
See Attached Annex

(viii) Date Report Delivered to
Congress: 3 January 2025

* as defined in Section 47(6) of the
Arms Export Control Act.

POLICY JUSTIFICATION

Kingdom of Saudi Arabia—MK 54 MOD
0 Lightweight Torpedoes

The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia has
requested to buy twenty (20) MK 54
MOD 0 Lightweight Torpedo (LWT) all
up rounds. The following non-MDE
items will also be included: MK 54
MOD 0 LWT spare parts; MK 54
Recoverable Exercise Torpedoes
(REXTORP); handling shapes and
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containers; training; publications;
support and test equipment; U.S.
Government and contractor engineering,
technical, and logistics support services;
and other related elements of logistics
and program support. The estimated
total program cost is $78.5 million.

This proposed sale will support the
foreign policy goals and national
security objectives of the U.S. by
improving the security of a partner
country that is a force for political
stability and economic progress in the
Gulf region.

The proposed sale will improve the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia’s capability to
deter current and future threats by
upgrading its anti-submarine warfare
capabilities. The Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia will have no difficulty absorbing
this equipment into its armed forces.

The proposed sale of this equipment
and support will not alter the basic
military balance in the region.

The principal contractor will be RTX
Integrated Defense Systems, located in
Portsmouth, RI. There are no known
offset agreements proposed in
connection with this potential sale.

Implementation of this sale will
require travel of up to two U.S.
Government or up to two contractor
representatives to the Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia on a temporary basis for program
technical support and management
oversight.

There will be no adverse impact on
U.S. defense readiness as a result of this
proposed sale.

Transmittal No. 24-80

Notice of Proposed Issuance of Letter of
Offer Pursuant to Section 36(b)(1) of the
Arms Export Control Act

Annex
Item No. vii

(vii) Sensitivity of Technology:

1. The MK 54 MOD 0 Lightweight
Torpedo is a conventional torpedo that
can be launched from surface ships,
rotary, and fixed wing aircraft. It is an
upgrade from the MK 46 torpedo and
has modernized sonar and guidance and
control systems. The new guidance and
control system uses a mixture of
commercial-off-the-shelf and custom-
built electronics. The warhead, fuel
tank, and propulsion system from the
MK 46 torpedo are re-used in the MK 54
MOD 0 configuration with minor
modifications.

2. The highest level of classification of
defense articles, components, and
services included in this potential sale
is SECRET.

3. If a technologically advanced
adversary were to obtain knowledge of
the specific hardware and software
elements, the information could be used
to develop countermeasures that might
reduce weapon system effectiveness or
be used in the development of a system
with similar or advanced capabilities.

4. A determination has been made
that the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia can
provide substantially the same degree of
protection for the sensitive technology
being released as the U.S. Government.
This sale is necessary in furtherance of
the U.S. foreign policy and national
security objectives outlined in the
Policy Justification.

5. All defense articles and services
listed in this transmittal have been
authorized for release and export to the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.

[FR Doc. 2026—00438 Filed 1-12—-26; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 6001-FR—P

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE
Office of the Secretary

[Transmittal No. 25-08]
Arms Sales Notification

AGENCY: Defense Security Cooperation
Agency, Department of Defense (DoD).

ACTION: Arms sales notice.

SUMMARY: The DoD is publishing the
unclassified text of an arms sales
notification.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Urooj Zahra at (703) 695-6233,
urooj.zahra.civ@mail.mil, or
dsca.ncr.rsremgmt.list.cns-mbx@
mail.mil.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: This 36(b)
arms sales notification is published to
fulfill the requirements of section 155 of
Public Law 104-164 dated July 21,
1996. The following is a copy of a letter
to the Speaker of the House of
Representatives with attached
Transmittal 25-08, Policy Justification,
and Sensitivity of Technology.

Dated: January 8, 2026.
Stephanie J. Bost,

Alternate OSD Federal Register Liaison
Officer, Department of Defense.

BILLING CODE 6001-FR-P
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2800 Defense Pantagon
Washington, DT 20301-3800

The Honorable Mike Johnson

Speakerof the Houge

{18! House of Representatives

H-209, The Capitol

Washington, DO 20513

Dear Mr. Speaker:

| DEFENSE SECURITY COOPERATION AGENCY

January 22,2025

Pursuant fo the reporting requinsinents of Section 3600301 of the Arms Export Control

Act, as amended, we are forwarding herewith Transmittal No. 23-08, concerning the Air Foree's”

proposed Letterds) of Offer and Acceptance to the Government of Japan for defense anicles and

services estimated to cost $3.64 billion. We will issue a news release 1o notify the public of this

proposed sale upon delivery of this letter to your office:

Eviclosures:

1o Transmitial

2. Policy Justification
3

BILLING CODE 6001-FR-C
Transmittal No. 25-08

Notice of Proposed Issuance of Letter of
Offer Pursuant to Section 36(b)(1) of the
Arms Export Control Act, as amended

(i) Prospective Purchaser: Government
of Japan

(ii) Total Estimated Value:
Major Defense Equipment *  $3.47 billion
Other

$3.64 billion

(iii) Description and Quantity or
Quantities of Articles or Services under
Consideration for Purchase:

Major Defense Equipment (MDE):
One thousand (1,000) AIM—120D-3
Advanced Medium Range Air-to-
Air Missiles (AMRAAM)

Two hundred (200) AIM-120C-8
AMRAAM

Twenty (20) AIM—120D-3 guidance
sections, including precise
positioning provided by either
Selective Availability Anti-Spoofing

$ .17 billion

Sincersly,

Michael F. Miller
Director :

Sensitivity of Technology

Module or M-Code

Four (4) AIM—120C-8 guidance

sections
Non-Major Defense Equipment:

The following non-MDE items will be
included: AMRAAM propulsion
sections, warheads, AIM—120
Captive Air Training Missiles
(CATM), missile containers, and
control section spares; Common
Munitions Built-in Test (BIT)
Reprogramming Equipment
(CMBRE); ADU-891 Adaptor Group
Test Sets; munitions support and
support equipment; spare and
repair parts, consumables,
accessories, and repair and return
support; classified software delivery
and support; classified publications
and technical documentation;
transportation support; studies and
surveys; warranties; United States
(U.S.) Government and contractor
engineering, technical, and
logistical support services; and
other related elements of logistics

and program support.

(iv) Military Department: Air Force
(JA-D-YBN) and future cases

(v) Prior Related Cases, if any: JA-D—
YAX, JA-D-YBD, JA-D-YBI

(vi) Sales Commission, Fee, etc., Paid,
Offered, or Agreed to be Paid: None
known at this time

(vii) Sensitivity of Technology
Contained in the Defense Article or
Defense Services Proposed to be Sold:
See Attached Annex

(viii) Date Report Delivered to
Congress: January 2, 2025

* as defined in Section 47(6) of the
Arms Export Control Act.

POLICY JUSTIFICATION

Japan—AIM-120D-3 and AIM-120C-8
Advanced Medium-Range Air-to-Air
Missiles (AMRAAM)

The Government of Japan has
requested to buy one thousand (1,000)
AIM—-120D-3 Advanced Medium-Range
Air-to-Air Missiles (AMRAAM); two
hundred (200) AIM-120C-8 AMRAAM,;
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twenty (20) AIM—120D-3 guidance
sections, including precise positioning
provided by either Selective Availability
Anti-Spoofing Module or M-Code; and
four (4) AIM-120C—8 guidance sections.
The following non-MDE items will be
included: AMRAAM propulsion
sections, warheads, AIM—120 Captive
Air Training Missiles (CATM), missile
containers, and control section spares;
Common Munitions Built-in Test (BIT)
Reprogramming Equipment (CMBRE);
ADU-891 Adaptor Group Test Sets;
munitions support and support
equipment; spare and repair parts,
consumables, accessories, and repair
and return support; classified software
delivery and support; classified
publications and technical
documentation; transportation support;
studies and surveys; warranties; US
Government and contractor engineering,
technical, and logistical support
services; and other related elements of
logistics and program support. The
estimated total cost is $3.64 billion.

This proposed sale will support the
foreign policy goals and national
security objectives of the U.S. by
improving the security of a major ally
that is a force for political stability and
economic progress in the Indo-Pacific
region.

The proposed sale will improve
Japan’s capability to meet current and
future threats by defending its
homeland and U.S. personnel stationed
there. Japan will have no difficulty
absorbing these articles and services
into its armed forces.

The proposed sale of this equipment
and support will not alter the basic
military balance in the region.

The principal contractor will be RTX
Corporation, located in Tucson, AZ.
There are no known offset agreements
proposed in connection with this
potential sale.

Implementation of this proposed sale
will not require the assignment of any
additional U.S. Government or
contractor representatives to Japan.

There will be no adverse impact on
U.S. defense readiness as a result of this
proposed sale.

Transmittal No. 25-08

Notice of Proposed Issuance of Letter of
Offer Pursuant to Section 36(b)(1) of the
Arms Export Control Act

Annex
Item No. vii

(vii) Sensitivity of Technology:

1. The AIM—-120D-3 series Advanced
Medium Range Air-to-Air Missile
(AMRAAM) is a supersonic, air-
launched, aerial intercept guided
missile featuring digital technology and
microminiature solid-state electronics.
AMRAAM capabilities include look-
down/shoot-down, multiple launches
against multiple targets, resistance to
electronic countermeasures, and
interception of high- and low-flying and
maneuvering targets. The AIM—120D-3
features a quadrangle target detection
device and an electronics unit within
the guidance section that performs all
radar signal processing, mid-course and
terminal guidance, flight control, target
detection, and warhead detonation.
Precise positioning will be provided by
either Selective Availability Anti-
Spoofing Module or M-Code.

2. The AIM—120C-8 AMRAAM is a
supersonic, air launched, aerial
intercept guided missile featuring
digital technology and microminiature
solid-state electronics. AMRAAM
capabilities to include look-down/shoot-
down, multiple launches against
multiple targets, resistance to electronic
countermeasures, and interception of
high- and low-flying and maneuvering
targets.

3. The Common Munitions Built-In
Test (BIT) Reprogramming Equipment
(CMBRE) is used to interface with
weapon systems to initiate and report
BIT results and upload and download
flight software. CMBRE supports
multiple munitions platforms with a
range of applications that perform
preflight checks, periodic maintenance
checks, loading of Operational Flight
Program data, loading of munitions
mission planning data, loading of Global
Positioning System cryptographic keys,
and declassification of munitions
memory.

4. The ADU-891 Adapter Group Test
Set provides the physical and electrical
interface between the CMBRE and the
missile.

5. The highest level of classification of
defense articles, components, and

services included in this potential sale
is SECRET.

6. If a technologically advanced
adversary were to obtain knowledge of
the specific hardware and software
elements, the information could be used
to develop countermeasures that might
reduce system effectiveness or be used
in the development of a system with
similar or advanced capabilities.

7. A determination has been made
that Japan can provide substantially the
same degree of protection for the
sensitive technology being released as
the U.S. Government. This proposed
sale is necessary in furtherance of the
U.S. foreign policy and national security
objectives outlined in the Policy
Justification.

8. All defense articles and services
listed in this transmittal have been
authorized for release and export to the
Government of Japan.

[FR Doc. 2026—00446 Filed 1-12—26; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 6001-FR-P

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE
Office of the Secretary
[Transmittal No. 25-0B]

Arms Sales Notification

AGENCY: Defense Security Cooperation
Agency, Department of Defense (DoD).

ACTION: Arms sales notice.

SUMMARY: The DoD is publishing the
unclassified text of an arms sales
notification.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Urooj Zahra at (703) 695—6233,
urooj.zahra.civ@mail.mil, or
dsca.ncr.rsrcmgmt.list.cns-mbx@
mail.mil.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: This 36(b)
arms sales notification is published to
fulfill the requirements of section 155 of
Public Law 104-164 dated July 21,
1996. The following is a copy of a letter
to the Speaker of the House of
Representatives with attached
Transmittal 25-0B.

Dated: January 8, 2026.
Stephanie J. Bost,

Alternate OSD Federal Register Liaison
Officer, Department of Defense.

BILLING CODE 6001-FR-P
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EHO0 Defunse Pentagon
Washington, DO 20301-2800

The Honorable Mike Johnson

H-209, The Capitol

Speaker of the House
1.8, House of Representatives

Washington, DC 205158

Diear Mr. Spoaker:

DEFENSE SECURITY COOPERATION AGENCY

January 7, 2025

Pursuant 1 the reporing requirerients ol Section 36(hi 5 1) of the Arms BExport Contral

A%, as amended, we are forwarding Transmittal Noo 2508, This notificstion wlites to

enhancements or upgrades o the lovel of sensitivity of technology or capability deseribed In

the Section J6(bY1 ABCA cenification 1908 of January 29, 2019,

Enclosare:
f. Transmitial

BILLING CODE 6001-FR-C
Transmittal No. 25—-0B

REPORT OF ENHANCEMENT OR
UPGRADE OF SENSITIVITY OF
TECHNOLOGY OR CAPABILITY (SEC.
36(B)(5)(C), AECA)

(i) Purchaser: Government of Japan

(ii) Sec. 36(b)(1), AECA Transmittal
No.: 19-08

Date: January 29, 2019

Military Department: Navy

(iii) Description: On January 29, 2019,
Congress was notified by congressional
certification transmittal number 19-08
of the possible sale, under Section
36(b)(1) of the Arms Export Control Act,
of two (2) AEGIS Weapon Systems
(AWS); two (2) Multi-Mission Signal
Processors (MMSP); and two (2)
Command and Control Processor (C2P)
Refreshes. Also included were radio
navigation equipment; naval ordnance;
two (2) Identification Friend or Foe
(IFF) Systems; Global Command and
Control System-Maritime (GCCS-M)
hardware; and two (2) Inertial
Navigation Systems (INS); United States
(U.S.) Government and contractor
representatives’ technical, engineering
and logistics support services;

Sincerely,

Michael F. Miller
Direcior

installation support material; training;
construction services for six (6) vertical
launch system launcher module
enclosures; communications equipment
and associated spares; classified and
unclassified publications and software;
and other related elements of logistical
and program support. The total
estimated program cost was $2.150
billion. Major Defense Equipment
(MDE) constituted $.375 billion of this
total.

On September 12, 2019, Congress was
notified by congressional certification
transmittal number 0Q—19 of an
increase in capability from the
Navigation Sensor System Interface
(non-MDE) originally notified to the
Global Positioning System (GPS)-based
Positioning, Navigation, and Timing
Service (GPNTS) capability, which is
MDE. The total value of the GPNTS was
$3,417,596, but the total estimated MDE
cost and the total case program value
remained the same at $.375 billion and
$2.150 billion, respectively.

On December 14, 2023, Congress was
notified by congressional certification
transmittal number 23—-0V of the
following MDE items: two (2) AEGIS
Weapon Systems; two (2) AN/SPQ-9B

Radar Systems; two (2) AN/SLQ-32(V)6
Electronic Warfare Systems; two (2) AN/
USQ-140 Multifunctional Information
Distribution System (MIDS) on Ship
(MOS), Modernization (MOS MOD); two
(2) AN/USQ-190 Multifunctional
Information Distribution System Joint
Tactical Radio Systems (V5); three (3)
Cooperative Engagement Capability
(CEC), AN/USG-10s; and one (1) AN/
UYQ-120(V) Command and Control
Processor (C2P) Technology Refresh
System. Also included were AN/SQQ-
89 Underwater Sound Equipment
Systems; Multi-Function Towed Array
Systems; RT-1829 Ultra-High
Frequency, Satellite Communications
(UHF SATCOM) Terminals; OE-570D
Antennas; MK20 Mod 1 Electro-optic/
Infrared Sensor Systems; MK160 Mod
23 Gun Weapon Systems; MK—-36 Mod
6 Super Rapid Offboard
Countermeasures and Decoy Launching
System (SRBOC); U.S. Government and
contractor representatives technical,
engineering, and logistics support
services; installation support material;
training, tool development,
communications equipment, and
associated spares; classified and
unclassified publications and software;
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and other related elements of logistics
and program support. The estimated
total value of the new items was $0.570
billion. The net MDE value increased by
$0.239 billion and the non-MDE value
by $0.331 billion. The revised estimated
total case value increased to $2.72
billion. MDE constituted $0.614 billion
of this total.

This transmittal notifies the addition
of the following non-MDE items:
medium range ballistic missile live fire
test targets; short range ballistic missile
live fire test targets; additional AEGIS
Weapon Systems components, spares,
tech documents, and software required
for use at Japan’s computer test site;
additional U.S. Government and
contractor representative technical,
engineering, test and evaluation, and
logistics support services; installation
support material; training, tool
development, communications
equipment, and associated spares;
classified and unclassified publications
and software; and other related elements
of logistics and program support. The
estimated total value of the new items
is $0.67 billion. The non-MDE value
will increase by $0.67 billion to $2.776
billion. The estimated total case value
will increase by $0.67 billion to a
revised $3.39 billion. MDE will remain
at $0.614 billion of this total.

(iv) Significance: The inclusion of this
additional equipment and services
represents an increase in total dollar
value over what was previously
notified. The proposed sale will support
and assist Japan in developing and
maintaining a strong and effective self-
defense capability and enhance its
capabilities against increasingly
sophisticated ballistic missile threats.

(v) Justification: This proposed sale
will support the foreign policy goals and
national security objectives of the U.S.
by improving the security of a major ally
that is a force for political stability and
economic progress in the Indo-Pacific
region.

(vi) Sensitivity of Technology:

The Sensitivity of Technology
Statement contained in the original
notification applies to other items
reported here.

The highest level of classification of
defense articles, components, and

services included in this potential sale
is SECRET.

(vii) Date Report Delivered to
Congress: January 7, 2025
[FR Doc. 2026—00439 Filed 1-12-26; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 6001-FR—P

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE
Office of the Secretary
[Transmittal No. 24-100]

Arms Sales Notification

AGENCY: Defense Security Cooperation
Agency, Department of Defense (DoD).

ACTION: Arms sales notice.

SUMMARY: The DoD is publishing the
unclassified text of an arms sales
notification.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Urooj Zahra at (703) 695-6233,
urooj.zahra.civ@mail.mil, or
dsca.ncr.rsremgmt.list.cns-mbx@
mail.mil.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: This 36(b)
arms sales notification is published to
fulfill the requirements of section 155 of
Public Law 104-164 dated July 21,
1996. The following is a copy of a letter
to the Speaker of the House of
Representatives with attached
Transmittal 24-100, Policy Justification,
and Sensitivity of Technology.

Dated: January 8, 2026.
Stephanie J. Bost,

Alternate OSD Federal Register Liaison
Officer, Department of Defense.

BILLING CODE 6001-FR-P
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FRON Defursre Panegon
Washingbon, DC E0R01- 2800

The Honorable Mike Johnson

Speakerof the House

U8, Houwse of Representatives

H-208, The Capliod

Washington, DC 20515

Dear Mr. %;}eakar

wmmﬁ: $§*§€2me ﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁ&“m AK(%KNW

- Pursuant Yo the reporiing requirements ﬁ:}f‘ Section %é{%}}{i Yof the Arms %z:moﬁ Control

Aot as amended, we are ﬁwwmﬁmg herewith Transmittal No, 24-100, concerning the Air

* Force's proposed Letter(s) of Offer and Accepiance 1o the Government of Egvpt for defense

articles and services estimated to cost $304 million, We will issue a news release 1o notify the

public of this proposed sale upon delivery of this letter w your office.

Enclosures:
1 Transminal
C20 Policy Justification

SBincerely,

Nﬁh{:?’s&ei ix Miller
Diirector

3. - Bensitivity of Techwology
4. Regional Balance (Classified document provided gxmis,r sepuraie cover)

BILLING CODE 6001-FR—-C
Transmittal No. 24-100

Notice of Proposed Issuance of Letter of
Offer Pursuant to Section 36(b)(1) of the
Arms Export Control Act, as amended

(i) Prospective Purchaser: Government

of Egypt
(ii) Total Estimated Value:

Major defense equipment *
Other

$ 0 million

$304 million

Funding Source: Foreign Military
Financing

(iii) Description and Quantity or
Quantities of Articles or Services under
Consideration for Purchase:
Major Defense Equipment (MDE):

None
Non-Major Defense Equipment:

The following non-MDE items will be
included: AN/TPS-78 long range
radar turnkey systems; KIV-78
cryptographic devices; Global
Positioning System (GPS) devices

$304 million

with Selective Availability Anti-
Spoofing Modules (SAASM); spare
and repair parts; software and
software support; personnel
training and training equipment;
United States (U.S.) Government
and contractor engineering,
technical, and logistics support
services; and other related elements
of logistics and program support.

(iv) Military Department: Air Force
(EG-D-DBG)

(v) Prior Related Cases, if any: None

(vi) Sales Commission, Fee, etc., Paid,
Offered, or Agreed to be Paid: None
known at this time

(vii) Sensitivity of Technology
Contained in the Defense Article or

Defense Services Proposed to be Sold:
See Attached Annex

(viii) Date Report Delivered to
Congress: February 4, 2025

* as defined in Section 47(6) of the
Arms Export Control Act.

POLICY JUSTIFICATION
Egypt—AN/TPS-78 Long Range Radar

The Government of Egypt has
requested to buy AN/TPS-78 long range
radar turnkey systems; KIV-78
cryptographic devices; Global
Positioning System (GPS) devices with
Selective Availability Anti-Spoofing
Modules (SAASM); spare and repair
parts; software and software support;
personnel training and training
equipment; U.S. Government and
contractor engineering, technical, and
logistics support services; and other
related elements of logistics and
program support. The estimated total
cost is $304 million.

This proposed sale will support U.S.
foreign policy and national security
objectives by helping to improve the
security of a friendly country that
continues to be an important force for
political stability and economic growth
I the Middle East.

The proposed sale will improve
Egypt’s capability to meet current and
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future threats by improving its ability to
detect various air threats. Egypt already
operates a mixture of other radar
systems and will have no difficulty
absorbing this equipment and services
into its armed forces.

The proposed sale of this equipment
and support will not alter the basic
military balance in the region.

The principal contractor will be
Northrop Grumman Corporation,
located in Falls Church, VA. At this
time, the U.S. Government is not aware
of any offset agreement proposed in
connection with this potential sale. Any
offset agreement will be defined in
negotiations between the purchaser and
the contractor.

Implementation of this proposed sale
will not require the assignment of any
additional U.S. Government or
contractor representatives to Egypt.

There will be no adverse impact on
U.S. defense readiness as a result of this
proposed sale.

Transmittal No. 24-100

Notice of Proposed Issuance of Letter of
Offer Pursuant to Section 36(b)(1) of the
Arms Export Control Act

Annex
Item No. vii

(vii) Sensitivity of Technology:

1. The KIV-78 is a cryptographic
appliqué for Identification Friend or Foe
(IFF). It can be loaded with Mode 5
classified elements.

2. The Global Positioning System
(GPS) devices with Selective

Availability Anti-Spoofing Module
(SAASM) and Precise Positioning
Service (PPS) are self-contained
navigation systems that provide the
following: acceleration, velocity,
position, attitude, platform azimuth,
magnetic and true heading, altitude,
body angular rates, time tags, and
coordinated universal time (UTC)
synchronized time. SAASM enables the
GPS receiver access to the encrypted P
(Y or M) signal, providing protection
against active spoofing attacks.

3. The highest level of classification of
defense articles, components, and
services included in this potential sale
is SECRET.

4. If a technologically advanced
adversary were to obtain knowledge of
the specific hardware and software
elements, the information could be used
to develop countermeasures that might
reduce system effectiveness or be used
in the development of a system with
similar or advanced capabilities.

5. A determination has been made
that the Government of Egypt can
provide substantially the same degree of
protection for the sensitive technology
being released as the U.S. Government.
This sale is necessary in furtherance of
the U.S. foreign policy and national
security objectives outlined in the
Policy Justification.

6. All defense articles and services
listed in this transmittal have been
authorized for release and export to the
Government of Egypt.

[FR Doc. 2026—00445 Filed 1-12—26; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 6001-FR-P

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE

Office of the Secretary

[Transmittal No. 24-113]
Arms Sales Notification

AGENCY: Defense Security Cooperation
Agency, Department of Defense (DoD).

ACTION: Arms sales notice.

SUMMARY: The DoD is publishing the
unclassified text of an arms sales
notification.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Urooj Zahra at (703) 695-6233,
urooj.zahra.civ@mail.mil, or
dsca.ncr.rsrcmgmt list.cns-mbx@
mail.mil.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: This 36(b)
arms sales notification is published to
fulfill the requirements of section 155 of
Public Law 104-164 dated July 21,
1996. The following is a copy of a letter
to the Speaker of the House of
Representatives with attached
Transmittal 24-113 and Policy
Justification.

Dated: January 8, 2026.
Stephanie J. Bost,

Alternate OSD Federal Register Liaison
Officer, Department of Defense.

BILLING CODE 6001-FR-P
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TBOO Defierss Pantegon
Washington, DO 30303-2800

The Honorable Mike Johnson

Speaker of the House

U8, House of Representatives

H-208, The Capitol

Washington, DC 20515

" Dear Mr. Speaker:

Pursusnt fo the reporting requirements of Sec

ﬁﬁ? ENSE SECURITY COOPERATION AGENCY

ton 360X 11 of the Arms Export Confrol

Act; a8 amended, wi are Torwarding hérewith Transmittal No. 24-113, comeeming the Army's

proposed Lﬁﬂer{s} of Offer and Acceptance to the Government of Kuwait for defense articles

and services mmmmi tocost $1 billion. We will issue a news release to mmfy the pumm of this

proposed ‘;&i@: upon delivery i)f this letter to your office. B

Encloswes:
o Transmittal

Sincerely,

Michael F. Miller
Divector

2. Policy Justification
3 Rﬁggﬁmﬁ Balance (Classified ﬁmuﬁwm provided under separate mw:w‘}

BILLING CODE 6001-FR-C
Transmittal No. 24—-113

Notice of Proposed Issuance of Letter of
Offer Pursuant to Section 36(b)(1) of the
Arms Export Control Act, as amended

(i) Prospective Purchaser: Government
of Kuwait
(ii) Total Estimated Value:

$0
$1.0 billion

Major Defense Equipment *
Other

$1.0 billion

Funding Source: National Funds

(iii) Description and Quantity or
Quantities of Articles or Services Under
Consideration for Purchase: The
Government of Kuwait has requested to
buy services to support the procurement
of maritime and land facilities at the
Mohammed Al Ahmed Naval Base,
other affiliated locations, the Ras Al Ard
Naval Base for Onshore Logistics and an
alternate logistics station in Kuwait, as
well as construction of a headquarters
complex.

Major Defense Equipment (MDE):

None

Non-Major Defense Equipment:

The following non-MDE items will be
included: life cycle design;
construction; project management;
engineering studies; engineering
services; technical support; facility
and infrastructure assessments;
surveys; planning; programming;
design; acquisition; contract
administration; construction
management; logistics; other
technical services; and other related
elements of logistics and program
support.

(iv) Military Department: Army (KU-
B-HBP, KU-B-HBR)

(v) Prior Related Cases, if any: KU-B—
HAZ

(vi) Sales Commission, Fee, etc., Paid,
Offered, or Agreed To Be Paid: None
known at this time

(vii) Sensitivity of Technology
Contained in the Defense Article or

Defense Services Proposed to be Sold:
None

(viii) Date Report Delivered to
Congress: February 6, 2025

* as defined in Section 47(6) of the
Arms Export Control Act.

POLICY JUSTIFICATION

Kuwait—Design and Construction
Services

The Government of Kuwait has
requested to buy services to support the
procurement of maritime and land
facilities at the Mohammed Al Ahmed
Naval Base, other affiliated locations,
the Ras Al Ard Naval Base for Onshore
Logistics and an alternate logistics
station in Kuwait, as well as
construction of a headquarters complex.
The following non-MDE items will be
included: life cycle design;
construction; project management;
engineering studies; engineering
services; technical support; facility and
infrastructure assessments; surveys;
planning; programming; design;
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acquisition; contract administration;
construction management; logistics;
other technical services; and other
related elements of logistics and
program support. The estimated total
cost is $1.0 billion.

This proposed sale will support the
foreign policy and national security
objectives of the United States (U.S.) by
helping to improve the infrastructure of
a major non-NATO ally that has been an
important force for political stability
and economic progress in the Middle
East.

The proposed sale will improve
Kuwait’s capability to meet current and
future threats by providing onshore
logistic support. Kuwait will have no
difficulty absorbing this construction
and associated services into its armed
forces.

The proposed sale of this equipment
and support will not alter the basic
military balance in the region.

The principal contractor(s) will be
determined from approved vendors,
likely by competitive acquisitions. At
this time, the U.S. Government is not

aware of any offset agreement proposed
in connection with this potential sale.
Any offset agreement will be defined in
negotiations between the purchaser and
the contractor.

Implementation of this proposed sale
will require the assignment of up to
twenty U.S. Government or U.S.
contractor representatives to Kuwait for
a duration of up to twelve years to
provide construction management and
oversight.

There will be no adverse impact on
U.S. defense readiness as a result of this
proposed sale.

[FR Doc. 2026—00447 Filed 1-12—-26; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 6001-FR-P

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE
Office of the Secretary
[Transmittal No. 25-06]

Arms Sales Notification

AGENCY: Defense Security Cooperation
Agency, Department of Defense (DoD).

ACTION: Arms sales notice.

SUMMARY: The DoD is publishing the
unclassified text of an arms sales
notification.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Urooj Zahra at (703) 6956233,
urooj.zahra.civ@mail.mil, or
dsca.ncr.rsremgmt.list.cns-mbx@
mail.mil.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: This 36(b)
arms sales notification is published to
fulfill the requirements of section 155 of
Public Law 104-164 dated July 21,
1996. The following is a copy of a letter
to the Speaker of the House of
Representatives with attached
Transmittal 25-06, Policy Justification,
and Sensitivity of Technology.

Dated: January 8, 2026.
Stephanie J. Bost,

Alternate OSD Federal Register Liaison
Officer, Department of Defense.

BILLING CODE 6001-FR-P
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=209, The Capitol
w ‘ashington, DU

Drear Mr. Speaken

Nﬁit §§¢.umm§x§v: ﬁx%«

DEFENSE SECURITY COOPERATION AGENCY

REO0 Befense Pantagon
Washington, DO 20303-2800

Jobudon

[ Hovse of Representatives

I el

Japuary 31, 2025

Pursuznt {0 the reporting sequirenusnts of Seetion 36(bH 1) of the Arms Export Control

Act as amended, we are forvarding berewith Transmina! No. 25-06, conceming the Navy's

proposed Letter(s) of Offer and Acceptines o the Governmient of Japan for def

e artiches and

services estimated w cost $900 million. We will tsaue & news reloase to notify the public of this

proposed sale upon

Ernclosures:

delivery of this lewter to youroffics

e T L ®
:} /). N

\xim&aei F, Miller

b Transmittal
. Polioy Justilicaton
3 Sensirivite of Technology

BILLING CODE 6001-FR—-C
Transmittal No. 25-06

Notice of Proposed Issuance of Letter of
Offer Pursuant to Section 36(b)(1) of the
Arms Export Control Act, as amended

(i) Prospective Purchaser: Government
of Japan

(ii) Total Estimated Value:
Major Defense Equipment *  $750 million
Other

$900 million

(iii) Description and Quantity or
Quantities of Articles or Services Under
Consideration for Purchase:

Major Defense Equipment (MDE):

Up to one hundred fifty (150)
Standard Missile 6 (SM—6) Block I
missiles

Non-Major Defense Equipment:

The following non-MDE items will
also be included: MK 21 Mod 3
Vertical Launch System (VLS)
canisters; component parts and
support equipment; continued
Engineering, Integration and Test

$150 million

(EI&T) materiel and support
required to produce the SM—6 Block
I missiles; special test and handling
equipment; training and training
equipment and aids; technical
publications and data; United States
(U.S.) Government and contractor
engineering and technical
assistance, including related studies
and analysis support; and other
related elements of logistics and
program support.
(iv) Military Department: Navy (JA-P—
AV])
(v) Prior Related Cases, if any: JA-P—
AUQ, JA-P-AUW
(vi) Sales Commission, Fee, etc., Paid,
Offered, or Agreed to be Paid: None
known at this time
(vii) Sensitivity of Technology
Contained in the Defense Article or
Defense Services Proposed to be Sold:
See Attached Annex
(viii) Date Report Delivered to
Congress: January 31, 2025
* as defined in Section 47(6) of the
Arms Export Control Act.

POLICY JUSTIFICATION

Japan—Standard Missile 6 (SM-6) Block
I Missiles

The Government of Japan has
requested to buy up to one hundred fifty
(150) Standard Missile 6 (SM—6) Block
I missiles. The following non-MDE
items will also be included: MK 21 Mod
3 Vertical Launch System (VLS)
canisters; component parts and support
equipment; continued Engineering,
Integration and Test (EI&T) materiel and
support required to produce the SM—6
Block I missiles; special test and
handling equipment; training and
training equipment and aids; technical
publications and data; U.S. Government
and contractor engineering and
technical assistance, including related
studies and analysis support; and other
related elements of logistics and
program support. The estimated total
cost is $900 million.

This proposed sale will support the
foreign policy goals and national
security objectives of the U.S. by
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improving the security of a major ally
that is a force for political stability and
economic progress in the Indo-Pacific
region.

The proposed sale will improve
Japan’s capability to meet current and
future threats by allowing the Japan
Maritime Self Defense Force (JMSDF) to
deploy the latest Standard Missile
capabilities from their current and
future AEGIS Weapon System (AWS)
equipped surface combatants. The
proposed sale will further enhance
Japan’s capability to protect Japan and
local allied land forces and will
significantly improve Japan’s
contribution to integrated air missile
defense in the Indo-Pacific region. Japan
will have no difficulty absorbing these
articles and services into its armed
forces.

The proposed sale of this equipment
and support will not alter the basic
military balance in the region.

The principal contractor will be RTX
Corporation, located in Camden, AR. At
this time, the U.S. Government is not
aware of any offset agreement proposed
in connection with this potential sale.
Any offset agreement will be defined in
negotiations between the purchaser and
the contractor.

Implementation of this proposed sale
will not require the assignment of any
additional U.S. Government or
contractor representatives to Japan.

There will be no adverse impact on
U.S. defense readiness as a result of this
proposed sale.

Transmittal No. 25-06

Notice of Proposed Issuance of Letter of
Offer Pursuant to Section 36(b)(1) of the
Arms Export Control Act

Annex
Item No. vii

(vii) Sensitivity of Technology:

1. The Standard Missile—6 (SM—6) is
a surface Navy anti-air missile that
provides area and ship self-defense. The
missile is intended to contribute to raid
annihilation by destroying manned
fixed and rotary wing aircraft,
unmanned aerial systems (UAs), land
attack cruise missiles, and anti-ship
cruise missiles in flight. It was designed
to fulfill the need for a vertically
launched, extended range missile
compatible with the AEGIS Weapon
System to be used against extended
range threats at sea, near land, and over
land. The SM—-6 combines the tested
legacy of Standard Missile-2 (SM-2)
propulsion and ordnance with an active
radio frequency seeker allowing for
over-the-horizon engagements,
enhanced capability at extended ranges,
and increased firepower.

2. The highest level of classification of
defense articles, components, and
services included in this potential sale
is SECRET.

3. If a technologically advanced
adversary were to obtain knowledge of
the specific hardware and software
elements, the information could be used
to develop countermeasures that might
reduce system effectiveness or be used
in the development of a system with
similar or advanced capabilities.

4. A determination has been made
that Japan can provide substantially the
same degree of protection for the
sensitive technology being released as
the U.S. Government. This proposed

sale is necessary in furtherance of the
U.S. foreign policy and national security
objectives outlined in the Policy
Justification.

5. All defense articles and services
listed in this transmittal have been
authorized for release and export to the
Government of Japan.

[FR Doc. 202600442 Filed 1-12-26; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 6001-FR-P

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE
Office of the Secretary
[Transmittal No. 24-123]

Arms Sales Notification

AGENCY: Defense Security Cooperation
Agency, Department of Defense (DoD).

ACTION: Arms sales notice.

SUMMARY: The DoD is publishing the
unclassified text of an arms sales
notification.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Urooj Zahra at (703) 695-6233,
urooj.zahra.civ@mail.mil, or
dsca.ncr.rsremgmt.list.cns-mbx@
mail.mil.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: This 36(b)
arms sales notification is published to
fulfill the requirements of section 155 of
Public Law 104-164 dated July 21,
1996. The following is a copy of a letter
to the Speaker of the House of
Representatives with attached
Transmittal 24-123, Policy Justification,
and Sensitivity of Technology.

Dated: January 8, 2026.
Stephanie J. Bost,

Alternate OSD Federal Register Liaison
Officer, Department of Defense.

BILLING CODE 6001-FR-P
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Washington, DC 203012800

The Honorable Mike lohnson

Speaker of the House

LS House of Representatives

H-208, The Capitel

Washington, DO 205158

Drear My, Speaker

QRF‘EM‘KE SECURITY COOPERATION AGENCY

Jamuary 13,2025

Purstant 1o the réporting r&{;&sés‘%&%ﬁs of Section 36{b¥ Dol the Arms BExport Control

imv @y ammﬁm W arg §{3mf§rd§m herewith Transmittal No. 24- 123, convering the Ammy's

pmgwsm& Letter(s) of Offer and Acceptance 1o the Republic of Zambia for defense articles and

44

gwmgmm sale upon eﬁaim:} of this letter 10 your office,

Enciosires:
b Transminad
v,

Niéw Justification

Michael F. Miller
Dhvector

Sensitivity of Technology

BILLING CODE 6001-FR-C
Transmittal No. 24-123

Notice of Proposed Issuance of Letter of
Offer Pursuant to Section 36(b)(1) of the
Arms Export Control Act, as amended

(i) Prospective Purchaser: Republic of
Zambia
(ii) Total Estimated Value:

Major Defense Equipment* $ 0
Other ..o $100 million
TOTAL ..ooveveiviniiniinne $100 million

Funding Source: Foreign Military
Financing ($80 million); National Funds
($20 million)

(iii) Description and Quantity or
Quantities of Articles or Services Under
Consideration for Purchase:

Major Defense Equipment (MDE):

None
Non-Major Defense Equipment:

Bell 412 Enhanced Performance
exportable medium-lift transport
helicopters; radio communication
and navigation systems; weather
radar and transponder capabilities;

qualification and transition training
for pilots and maintainers; in-
country Contractor Field Service
Representatives support; Program
Management Reviews; technical
assistance and product support;
associated aviation ground support
equipment; peculiar ground support
equipment; hardware; special tools;
test equipment; basic issue items;
Quality Assurance Team
inspections, inventories,
validations, and ground run and
flight test verification testing; air
freight transportation delivery;
initial spare, repair, and
consumable parts; operator,
maintenance, and technical
manuals; technical and logistics
support services; and other related
elements of logistics and program
support.

(iv) Military Department: Army (ZA-
B-UAD)

(v) Prior Related Cases; if any: None

esestimated to cost “iii&f& million.. We will issue a news release 10 notify the gmi‘:é feotthis

(vi) Sales Commission; Fee; etc.; Paid;
Offered; or Agreed to be Paid: None
known at this time

(vii) Sensitivity of Technology
Contained in the Defense Article or
Defense Services Proposed to be Sold:
See Attached Annex

(viii) Date Report Delivered to
Congress: January 13, 2025

* as defined in Section 47(6) of the
Arms Export Control Act.

POLICY JUSTIFICATION

Zambia—Bell 412 Enhanced
Performance Exportable Medium-Lift
Transport Helicopters

The Republic of Zambia has requested
to buy Bell 412 Enhanced Performance
exportable medium-lift transport
helicopters; radio communication and
navigation systems; weather radar and
transponder capabilities; qualification
and transition training for pilots and
maintainers; in-country Contractor Field
Service Representatives support;
Program Management Reviews;
technical assistance and product
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support; associated aviation ground
support equipment; peculiar ground
support equipment; hardware; special
tools; test equipment; basic issue items;
Quality Assurance Team inspections,
inventories, validations, and ground run
and flight test verification testing; air
freight transportation delivery; initial
spare, repair, and consumable parts;
operator, maintenance, and technical
manuals; technical and logistics support
services; and other related elements of
logistics and program support. The
estimated total cost is $100 million.

This proposed sale will support the
foreign policy and national security of
the United States (U.S.) by helping to
improve the security of an important
partner that continues to be an
important force for political stability
and economic progress in South Central
Africa.

The proposed sale will improve
Zambia’s capability to conduct
peacekeeping and regional security,
disaster response, and humanitarian aid
missions over long distances and in
non-standard weather conditions.
Zambia will have no difficulty
absorbing this equipment into its armed
forces.

The proposed sale of this equipment
and support will not alter the basic
military balance in the region.

The principal contractor will be Bell
Textron, located in Fort Worth, TX. The
purchaser typically requires offsets. Any
offset agreement will be defined in
negotiations between the purchaser and
the contractor.

Implementation of this proposed sale
will not require the assignment of any
additional U.S. Government or
contractor representatives to Zambia.

There will be no adverse impact on
U.S. defense readiness as a result of this
proposed sale.

Transmittal No. 24-123

Notice of Proposed Issuance of Letter of
Offer Pursuant to Section 36(b)(1) of the
Arms Export Control Act

Annex

Item No. vii

(vii) Sensitivity of Technology:

1. The Bell 412 is a commercial
helicopter with integrated commercial
off-the-shelf mission equipment. This
sale will not involve the release of
sensitive technology. The radio
communication systems, navigation
systems, weather radar, and transponder
capabilities are all U.S. Federal Aviation
Administration (FAA) certified through
supplemental type certificates for
civilian airspace usage.

2. The highest level of classification of
defense articles, components, and

services included in this potential sale
is UNCLASSIFIED.

3. A determination has been made
that the Republic of Zambia can provide
substantially the same degree of
protection for the sensitive technology
being released as the U.S. Government.
This sale is necessary in furtherance of
the U.S. foreign policy and national
security objectives outlined in the
Policy Justification.

4. All defense articles and services
listed in this transmittal have been
authorized for release and export to the
Republic of Zambia.

[FR Doc. 202600440 Filed 1-12-26; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 6001-FR-P

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
[Docket No.: ED-2026—-SCC-0001]

Agency Information Collection
Activities; Comment Request; State
Authorization

AGENCY: Federal Student Aid (FSA),
Department of Education (ED).

ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: In accordance with the
Paperwork Reduction Act (PRA) of
1995, the Department is proposing an
extension without change of a currently
approved information collection request
(ICR).

DATES: Interested persons are invited to
submit comments on or before March
16, 2026.

ADDRESSES: To access and review all the
documents related to the information
collection listed in this notice, please
use http://www.regulations.gov by
searching the Docket ID number ED—
2026—-SCC-0001. Comments submitted
in response to this notice should be
submitted electronically through the
Federal eRulemaking Portal at http://
www.regulations.gov by selecting the
Docket ID number or via postal mail,
commercial delivery, or hand delivery.
If the regulations.gov site is not
available to the public for any reason,
the Department will temporarily accept
comments at ICDocketMgr@ed.gov.
Please include the docket ID number
and the title of the information
collection request when requesting
documents or submitting comments.
Please note that comments submitted
after the comment period will not be
accepted. Written requests for
information or comments submitted by
postal mail or delivery should be
addressed to Carolyn Rose, U.S.
Department of Education, Federal
Student Aid, 400 Maryland Avenue SW,
Washington, DC 20202-1200.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: For
specific questions related to collection

activities, please contact Carolyn Rose,

(202) 453-5967.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
Department, in accordance with the
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995 (PRA)
(44 U.S.C. 3506(c)(2)(A)), provides the
general public and Federal agencies
with an opportunity to comment on
proposed, revised, and continuing
collections of information. This helps
the Department assess the impact of its
information collection requirements and
minimize the public’s reporting burden.
It also helps the public understand the
Department’s information collection
requirements and provide the requested
data in the desired format. The
Department is soliciting comments on
the proposed information collection
request (ICR) that is described below.
The Department is especially interested
in public comment addressing the
following issues: (1) is this collection
necessary to the proper functions of the
Department; (2) will this information be
processed and used in a timely manner;
(3) is the estimate of burden accurate;
(4) how might the Department enhance
the quality, utility, and clarity of the
information to be collected; and (5) how
might the Department minimize the
burden of this collection on the
respondents, including through the use
of information technology. Please note
that written comments received in
response to this notice will be
considered public records.

Title of Collection: State
Authorization.

OMB Control Number: 1845-0144.

Type of Review: Extension without
change of a currently approved ICR.

Respondents/Affected Public: Private
Sector; State, Local, and Tribal
Governments.

Total Estimated Number of Annual
Responses: 5,428.

Total Estimated Number of Annual
Burden Hours: 2,714.

Abstract: The regulations in
§600.9(c)(2)(i) require an institution to
determine in accordance with the
institution’s policies and procedures in
which State a student is located while
enrolled in a distance education or
correspondence course, under either
State jurisdiction or when the
institution participates in a State
authorization reciprocity agreement
under which it is covered.

The Department of Education requests
extension of this information collection
regarding Institutional Eligibility
regulations in § 600.9—State
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Authorization. The requirements to
these regulations have not changed.

Ross Santy,

Chief Data Officer, Office of Planning,
Evaluation and Policy Development.

[FR Doc. 2026—-00489 Filed 1-12-26; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4000-01-P

DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY

Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission

[Docket No. CP26—-46-000]

Natural Gas Pipeline Company of
America LLC: Notice of Application
and Establishing Intervention Deadline

Take notice that on December 18,
2025, Natural Gas Pipeline Company of
America LLC (Natural), 3250 Lacey
Road, Suite 700, Downers Grove, Illinois
60515—7918, filed an application under
sections 7(b) and 7(c) of the Natural Gas
Act (NGA) and Part 157 of the
Commission’s regulations requesting
authorization for its Texas-Arkansas
Power Project (Project). The Project
consists of: (1) abandoning nine
compressor units with a total of 30,850
horsepower (hp); (2) installing two new
20,482 ISO hp centrifugal compressor
units (40,964 ISO hp total); and (3)
installing modified plant yard piping to
allow for bi-directional flow through the
compressor station. The Project will
provide 400,000 dekatherms per day of
firm transportation service to Arkansas
Electric Cooperative Corporation, an
Arkansas based generation and
transmission electric cooperative.
Natural estimates the total cost of the
Project to be $125 million, all as more
fully set forth in the application which
is on file with the Commission and open
for public inspection.

In addition to publishing the full text
of this document in the Federal
Register, the Commission provides all
interested persons an opportunity to
view and/or print the contents of this
document via the internet through the
Commission’s Home Page (http://
www.ferc.gov). From the Commission’s
Home Page on the internet, this
information is available on eLibrary.
The full text of this document is
available on eLibrary in PDF and
Microsoft Word format for viewing,
printing, and/or downloading. To access
this document in eLibrary, type the
docket number excluding the last three
digits of this document in the docket
number field.

User assistance is available for
eLibrary and the Commission’s website
during normal business hours from

FERC Online Support at (202) 502-6652
(toll free at 1-866—208—3676) or email at
ferconlinesupport@ferc.gov, or the
Public Reference Room at (202) 502—
8371, TTY (202) 502—8659. Email the
Public Reference Room at
public.referenceroom@ferc.gov.

Any questions regarding the proposed
project should be directed to Francisco
Tarin, Director, Regulatory, Kinder
Morgan, Inc. as Operator of Natural Gas
Pipeline Company of America LLC, 2
North Nevada Avenue, Colorado
Springs, Colorado 80903, by phone at
(719) 667—-7517, or by email at
francisco_tarin@kindermorgan.com.

Pursuant to section 157.9 of the
Commission’s Rules of Practice and
Procedure,! within 90 days of this
Notice the Commission staff will either:
complete its environmental review and
place it into the Commission’s public
record (eLibrary) for this proceeding; or
issue a Notice of Schedule for
Environmental Review. If a Notice of
Schedule for Environmental Review is
issued, it will indicate, among other
milestones, the anticipated date for the
Commission staff’s issuance of the final
environmental impact statement (FEIS)
or environmental assessment (EA) for
this proposal. The filing of an EA in the
Commission’s public record for this
proceeding or the issuance of a Notice
of Schedule for Environmental Review
will serve to notify federal and state
agencies of the timing for the
completion of all necessary reviews, and
the subsequent need to complete all
federal authorizations within 90 days of
the date of issuance of the Commission
staff’s FEIS or EA.

Public Participation

There are three ways to become
involved in the Commission’s review of
this project: you can file comments on
the project, you can protest the filing,
and you can file a motion to intervene
in the proceeding. There is no fee or
cost for filing comments or intervening.
The deadline for filing a motion to
intervene is 5:00 p.m. Eastern Time on
January 28, 2026. How to file protests,
motions to intervene, and comments is
explained below.

For public inquiries and assistance
with making filings such as
interventions, comments, or requests for
rehearing, contact the Office of Public
Participation (OPP) at (202) 502—6595 or
OPP@ferc.gov.

Comments

Any person wishing to comment on
the project may do so. Comments may
include statements of support or

118 CFR 157.9.

objections, to the project as a whole or
specific aspects of the project. The more
specific your comments, the more useful
they will be.

Protests

Pursuant to sections 157.10(a)(4) 2 and
385.211 3 of the Commission’s
regulations under the NGA, any person 4
may file a protest to the application.
Protests must comply with the
requirements specified in section
385.2001 ° of the Commission’s
regulations. A protest may also serve as
a motion to intervene so long as the
protestor states it also seeks to be an
intervenor.

To ensure that your comments or
protests are timely and properly
recorded, please submit your comments
on or before 5:00 p.m. Eastern Time on
January 28, 2026.

There are three methods you can use
to submit your comments or protests to
the Commission. In all instances, please
reference the Project docket number
CP26—46-000 in your submission.

(1) You may file your comments
electronically by using the eComment
feature, which is located on the
Commission’s website at www.ferc.gov
under the link to Documents and
Filings. Using eComment is an easy
method for interested persons to submit
brief, text-only comments on a project;

(2) You may file your comments or
protests electronically by using the
eFiling feature, which is located on the
Commission’s website (www.ferc.gov)
under the link to Documents and
Filings. With eFiling, you can provide
comments in a variety of formats by
attaching them as a file with your
submission. New eFiling users must
first create an account by clicking on
“eRegister.” You will be asked to select
the type of filing you are making; first
select “General” and then select
“Comment on a Filing”’; or

(3) You can file a paper copy of your
comments or protests by mailing them
to the following address below. Your
written comments must reference the
Project docket number (CP26—46—000).

To file via USPS: Debbie-Anne A.
Reese, Secretary, Federal Energy
Regulatory Commission, 888 First Street
NE, Washington, DC 20426.

To file via any other courier: Debbie-
Anne A. Reese, Secretary, Federal
Energy Regulatory Commission, 12225
Wilkins Avenue, Rockville, Maryland
20852.

218 CFR 157.10(a)(4).

318 CFR 385.211.

4Persons include individuals, organizations,
businesses, municipalities, and other entities. 18
CFR 385.102(d).

518 CFR 385.2001.
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The Commission encourages
electronic filing of comments (options 1
and 2 above) and has eFiling staff
available to assist you at (202) 502—8258
or FercOnlineSupport@ferc.gov.

Persons who comment on the
environmental review of this project
will be placed on the Commission’s
environmental mailing list, and will
receive notification when the
environmental documents (EA or EIS)
are issued for this project and will be
notified of meetings associated with the
Commission’s environmental review
process.

The Commission considers all
comments received about the project in
determining the appropriate action to be
taken. However, the filing of a comment
alone will not serve to make the filer a
party to the proceeding. To become a
party, you must intervene in the
proceeding. For instructions on how to
intervene, see below.

Interventions

Any person, which includes
individuals, organizations, businesses,
municipalities, and other entities,® has
the option to file a motion to intervene
in this proceeding. Only intervenors
have the right to request rehearing of
Commission orders issued in this
proceeding and to subsequently
challenge the Commission’s orders in
the U.S. Circuit Courts of Appeal.

To intervene, you must submit a
motion to intervene to the Commission
in accordance with Rule 214 of the
Commission’s Rules of Practice and
Procedure 7 and the regulations under
the NGA 8 by the intervention deadline
for the project, which is 5:00 p.m.
Eastern Time on January 28, 2026. As
described further in Rule 214, your
motion to intervene must state, to the
extent known, your position regarding
the proceeding, as well as your interest
in the proceeding. For an individual,
this could include your status as a
landowner, ratepayer, resident of an
impacted community, or recreationist.
You do not need to have property
directly impacted by the project in order
to intervene. For more information
about motions to intervene, refer to the
FERC website at hitps://www.ferc.gov/
resources/guides/how-to/intervene.asp.

There are two ways to submit your
motion to intervene. In both instances,
please reference the Project docket
number CP26-46—-000 in your
submission.

(1) You may file your motion to
intervene by using the Commission’s

618 CFR 385.102(d).
718 CFR 385.214.
818 CFR 157.10.

eFiling feature, which is located on the
Commission’s website (www.ferc.gov)
under the link to Documents and
Filings. New eFiling users must first
create an account by clicking on
“eRegister.” You will be asked to select
the type of filing you are making; first
select “General” and then select
“Intervention.” The eFiling feature
includes a document-less intervention
option; for more information, visit
https://www.ferc.gov/docs-filing/efiling/
document-less-intervention.pdyf.; or

(2) You can file a paper copy of your
motion to intervene, along with three
copies, by mailing the documents to the
address below. Your motion to
intervene must reference the Project
docket number CP26-46-000.

To file via USPS: Debbie-Anne A.
Reese, Secretary, Federal Energy
Regulatory Commission, 888 First Street
NE, Washington, DC 20426.

To file via any other courier: Debbie-
Anne A. Reese, Secretary, Federal
Energy Regulatory Commission, 12225
Wilkins Avenue, Rockville, Maryland
20852.

The Commission encourages
electronic filing of motions to intervene
(option 1 above) and has eFiling staff
available to assist you at (202) 502—8258
or FercOnlineSupport@ferc.gov.

Protests and motions to intervene
must be served on the applicant either
by mail at: Francisco Tarin, Director,
Regulatory, Kinder Morgan, Inc. as
Operator of Natural Gas Pipeline
Company of America LLC, 2 North
Nevada Avenue, Colorado Springs,
Colorado 80903 or by email (with a link
to the document) at francisco_tarin@
kindermorgan.com. Any subsequent
submissions by an intervenor must be
served on the applicant and all other
parties to the proceeding. Contact
information for parties can be
downloaded from the service list at the
eService link on FERC Online. Service
can be via email with a link to the
document.

All timely, unopposed © motions to
intervene are automatically granted by
operation of Rule 214(c)(1).1° Motions to
intervene that are filed after the
intervention deadline are untimely, and
may be denied. Any late-filed motion to
intervene must show good cause for
being late and must explain why the
time limitation should be waived and
provide justification by reference to
factors set forth in Rule 214(d) of the
Commission’s Rules and Regulations.11

9The applicant has 15 days from the submittal of
a motion to intervene to file a written objection to
the intervention.

1018 CFR 385.214(c)(1).

1118 CFR 385.214(b)(3) and (d).

A person obtaining party status will be
placed on the service list maintained by
the Secretary of the Commission and
will receive copies (paper or electronic)
of all documents filed by the applicant
and by all other parties.

Tracking the Proceeding

Throughout the proceeding,
additional information about the project
will be available from OPP at (202) 502—
6595 or on the FERC website at
www.ferc.gov using the “eLibrary” link
as described above. The eLibrary link
also provides access to the texts of all
formal documents issued by the
Commission, such as orders, notices,
and rulemakings.

In addition, the Commission offers a
free service called eSubscription which
allows you to keep track of all formal
issuances and submittals in specific
dockets. This can reduce the amount of
time you spend researching proceedings
by automatically providing you with
notification of these filings, document
summaries, and direct links to the
documents. For more information and to
register, go to www.ferc.gov/docs-filing/
esubscription.asp.

Intervention Deadline: 5:00 p.m.
Eastern Time on January 28, 2026.

(Authority: 18 CFR 2.1.)
Dated: January 7, 2026.
Debbie-Anne A. Reese,
Secretary.
[FR Doc. 2026-00402 Filed 1-12—26; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 6717-01-P

DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY

Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission

[Docket No. IC26-1-000]

Commission Information Collection
Activities (FERC-725Z) Comment
Request; Extension

AGENCY: Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission.

ACTION: Notice of information collection
and request for comments.

SUMMARY: In compliance with the
requirements of the Paperwork
Reduction Act of 1995, the Federal
Energy Regulatory Commission
(Commission or FERC) is soliciting
public comment on the currently
approved information collection, FERC—
725Z (Mandatory Reliability Standards:
IRO Reliability Standards).

DATES: Comments on the collection of
information are due March 16, 2026.
ADDRESSES: You may submit your
comments (identified by Docket No.
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1G26—1-000) by one of the following
methods:

Electronic filing through https://
www.ferc.gov, is preferred.

e Electronic Filing: Documents must
be filed in acceptable native
applications and print-to-PDF, but not
in scanned or picture format.

¢ For those unable to file
electronically, comments may be filed
by USPS mail or by hand (including
courier) delivery:

O Mail via U.S. Postal Service Only:
Addressed to: Federal Energy
Regulatory Commission, Secretary of the
Commission, 888 First Street NE,
Washington, DC 20426.

O Hand (Including Courier) Delivery:
Deliver to: Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission, Office of the Secretary,
12225 Wilkins Avenue, Rockville, MD
20852.

Instructions: All submissions must be
formatted and filed in accordance with
submission guidelines at: https://
www.ferc.gov. For user assistance,
contact FERC Online Support by email
at ferconlinesupport@ferc.gov, or by
phone at (866) 208—3676 (toll-free).

Docket: Users interested in receiving
automatic notification of activity in this
docket or in viewing/downloading
comments and issuances in this docket
may do so at https://www.ferc.gov.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Kayla Williams, (202) 502-6468
DataClearance@FERC.gov.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Title: FERC-725Z (Mandatory
Reliability Standards: IRO Reliability
Standards).

OMB Control No.: 1902-0276.

Type of Request: Extension to this
currently approved information
collection.

Abstract: On August 8, 2005, The
Electricity Modernization Act of 2005,
which is Title XII of the Energy Policy
Act of 2005 (EPAct 2005), was enacted
into law.1 Under section 215 of the
Federal Power Act (FPA) implemented
in 18 CFR 40, the Commission requires
a Commission-certified Electric
Reliability Organization (ERO) to
develop mandatory and enforceable
Reliability Standards,2 which are

1The Energy Policy Act of 2005 (EPAct), Public
Law 109-58, Title XII, Subtitle A, 119 Stat. 594, 941
(2005), codified at 16 U.S.C. 8240 (2000).

2The Federal Power Act (as modified by the
EPAct) states “[t]he terms “‘reliability standard”
means a requirement, approved by the Commission
under this section, to provide for reliable operation
of the bulk-power system. The term includes
requirements for the operation of existing bulk-
power system facilities, including cybersecurity
protection, and the design of planned additions or
modifications to such facilities to the extent
necessary to provide for reliable operation of the
bulk-power system, but the term does not include

subject to Commission review and
approval. In 2006, the Commission
established a process to select and
certify an ERO and, subsequently,
certified the North American Electric
Reliability Corporation (NERC) as the
ERO.3

The ERO develops proposed
Reliability Standards 4 and, if approved
by NERC, submits them to the
Commission for review and approval.
When the standards are approved by the
Commission, the Reliability Standards
become mandatory and must be
enforced by the ERO, subject to
Commission oversight.

NERC established the following IRO
standards within FERC-725Z:

IRO-001—4 (Reliability
Coordination—Responsibilities)
purpose is to establish the responsibility
of Reliability Coordinators to act or
direct other entities to act. Applicable
transmission operator, balancing
authority, generator operator and
distribution provider shall follow the
operating instructions from their
reliability coordinator or inform the
reliability coordinator why they cannot
comply.

IRO-002-7 (Reliability Coordination,
Monitoring and Analysis) purpose is to
provide system operators with the
capabilities necessary to monitor and
analyze data needed to perform their
reliability functions. The requirements
of IRO-002-7 define data exchange
capabilities, testing functionality,
notifications when those capabilities are
not available, monitor status at facilities,
and some personnel functions. IRO-
002-7 does have a WECC Variance to
develop a methodology that creates
models for performing operational
planning analyses and real-time
assessments.

Currently effective IRO-009-2
applicable to reliability coordinators
and the purpose of the standard is to
prevent instability, uncontrolled
separation, or cascading outages that
adversely impact the reliability of the
interconnection by ensuring prompt
action to prevent or mitigate instances
of exceeding Interconnection Reliability

any requirement to enlarge such facilities or to
construct new transmission capacity or generation
capacity.”

3North American Electric Reliability Corp., 116
FERC {61,062, order on reh’g and compliance, 117
FERC {61,126 (2006), order on compliance, 118
FERC {61,190, order on reh’g, 119 FERC {61,046
(2007), aff’d sub nom. Alcoa Inc. v. FERC, 564 F.3d
1342 (D.C. Cir. 2009).

4The NERC Standard Processes Manual,
Appendix 3A of the NERC Rules Of Procedure,
(posted at https://www.nerc.com/FilingsOrders/us/
RuleOfbProcedureDL/SPM_Clean_Mar2019.pdf)
describes the process for developing, modifying,
withdrawing, or retiring a Reliability Standard.

Operating Limits (IROLs). The standard
mandates that a Reliability Coordinator
must have operating processes to
prevent IROL exceedance and, if an
exceedance is predicted, initiate those
processes. It also requires them to
mitigate exceedances when they occur
and coordinate their actions with
neighboring Reliability Coordinators in
situations where there is a difference in
IROLs.

Additionally, regarding data
exchange, NERC cites Reliability
Standard IRO-010-5 (Reliability
Coordinator Data Specification and
Collection) and its stated purpose of
preventing instability, uncontrolled
separation, or cascading outages ‘‘by
ensuring the Reliability Coordinator has
the data it needs to monitor and assess
the operation of its Reliability
Coordinator Area.” In IRO-010-5
required in the standard that the
reliability coordinator must specify the
data necessary for it to perform its
operational planning analyses and
provide the specifications to the entities
from which it needs data who then must
comply with the data request using a
mutually agreeable format and security
protocols.

IRO-014-3 purpose is to ensure that
each Reliability Coordinator’s
operations are coordinated such that
they will not adversely impact other
Reliability Coordinator Areas and to
preserve the reliability benefits of
interconnected operations. IRO-014-3
standard requires Reliability
Coordinators (RCs) to coordinate
operating procedures and handle
emergencies to ensure interconnected
operations remain reliable and do not
negatively impact neighboring RC areas.

IRO-017-1 (Outage Coordination)
purpose is to ensure that outages are
properly coordinated in the Operations
Planning time horizon and Near-Term
Transmission Planning Horizon. IRO—
017-1, known as “Outage
Coordination,” establishes requirements
for coordinating generation and
transmission outages to maintain bulk
electric system reliability. Reliability
coordinators, planning coordinators,
balancing authorities, transmission
owners and transmission planners are
applicable entities for IRO-017-1.

IRO-018-1(i) (Reliability Coordinator
Real-time Reliability Monitoring and
Analysis Capabilities), submitted by
North American Electric Reliability
Corporation (NERC). IRO-018-1(i)
mandates that Reliability Coordinators
(RCs) possess real-time monitoring and
analysis tools to ensure bulk electric
system reliability. This standard, which
includes requirements for RCs, aims to
enhance system operators’ awareness of


https://www.nerc.com/FilingsOrders/us/RuleOfbProcedureDL/SPM_Clean_Mar2019.pdf
https://www.nerc.com/FilingsOrders/us/RuleOfbProcedureDL/SPM_Clean_Mar2019.pdf
mailto:ferconlinesupport@ferc.gov
mailto:DataClearance@FERC.gov
https://www.ferc.gov
https://www.ferc.gov
https://www.ferc.gov
https://www.ferc.gov
https://www.ferc.gov
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monitoring tools and data quality. In
this order, the Reliability Standards
build on monitoring, real-time
assessments and support effective
situational awareness. The Reliability
Standards accomplish this by requiring
applicable entities to: (1) provide
notification to operators of real-time
monitoring alarm failures; (2) provide
operators with indications of the quality
of information being provided by their
monitoring and analysis capabilities;
and (3) address deficiencies in the
quality of information being provided
by their monitoring and analysis
capabilities.

NERC observes that the performance
of the requirements it cites is premised
on the existence of data exchange
capabilities, regardless of whether a

separate requirement expressly requires
the reliability coordinator to have data
exchange capabilities in place. In review
this 725Z collection for the IRO
Reliability Standards, the number of
entities/respondents was checked and
broken down into the appliable type of
entity for each reliability standard. As
we continue to combine various work
projects associated with the 7257
collection there was an increase in the
number of responses from 953 to 2,687.
The increase is largely associated with
capturing all of the reliability standard
applicable entities into this single
collection and the single largest
contributor was the addition of
generator owners in reliability standard
IRO-001—4. These adjustments in

response count will provide a more
accurate representation of all the
entities under the 725Z collection. Staff
looked at each reliability standard as its
own unique project and in doing so
eliminated the multiple entity count by
making a more accurate representation
of the number of responses.

Type of Respondents: Reliability
coordinators (RC), Planning
Coordinators (PC), Balancing authorities
(BA), Transmission Owners (TO),
Transmission Planners (TP),
Transmission Operators (TOP),
Distribution Planners (DP) are included
entities for Estimate of Annual Burden:5
The Commission estimates the changes
in the annual public reporting burden
and cost © as follows.

FERC—725Z—REPORTING AND RECORDKEEPING REQUIREMENTS FOR RELIABILITY STANDARDS IRO-001, IRO-002,
IRO-008, IRO-009, IRO-010, IRO-014, IRO-017, AND IRO-018

Annual Total annual Total
Information collection rels\lr;‘(;p]zee;g & number of num)t:: of Age(}rggtep%l;rrciees?)gr?:és burden hours & annual
requirements - responses per total annual cost burden
type of entity respondent responses (%) cost
2 (M@ =@) 4) (3) " (4) = (5) (6)(1)
IRO-001—4 ........c........ 1 12 | 24 hrs., $1,524.48 ...... 288 hrs., $18,293.76 .. $1,524.48
1 97 | 4 hrs., $254.08 ........... 388 hrs., $24,645.76 .. 254.08
1 1,314 | 4 hrs., $254.08 ........... 5,256 hrs., 254.08
$333,861.12.
1 298 | 4 hrs., $254.08 ........... 1,192 hrs., $75,715.84 254.08
1 166 | 12 hrs., $762.24 ......... 1,992 hrs., 762.24
$126,531.84.
IRO-002-7 1 12 | 24 hrs., $1,524.48 ...... 288 hrs., $18,293.76 .. 1,524.48
IRO-008-3 .... 1 12 | 160 hrs., $10,163.2 .... | 1,920 hrs., $121,985.4 10,163.2
IRO-009-2 .... 1 12 | 12 hrs., $762.24 ......... 144 hrs., $9,146.88 .... 762.24
IRO-010-5 .... 1 12 | 24 hrs., $1,524.48 ...... 288 hrs., $18,293.76 .. 1,524.48
IRO-014-3 ... 1 12 | 12 hrs., $762.24 ......... 144 hrs., $9,146.88 .... 762.24
IRO-017-1 1 12 | 1,200 hrs., $76,224 .... | 14,400 hrs., $914,688 76,224
1 62 | 96 hrs., $6,097.92 ...... 5,704 hrs., 6,097.92
$362,318.08.
1 211 | 96 hrs., $6,097.92 ...... 20,256 hrs., 6,097.92
$1,286,661.12.
1 337 | 8 hrs., $508.12 ........... 2,696 hrs., 508.12
$171,249.92.
1 97 | 8 hr., $508.16 ............. 776 hrs., $49,291.52 .. 508.16
IRO-018-1(i) .eocvevvrrenne 1 12 | 34 hrs., $2,159.68 ...... 408 hrs., $25,916.16 .. 2,159.68
Total for FERC— | s | e 2,678 | oo 55,218 hrs., | e
725Z. $3,538,599.16.

Comments: Comments are invited on:
(1) whether the collection of
information is necessary for the proper
performance of the functions of the
Commission, including whether the

5Burden is defined as the total time, effort, or
financial resources expended by persons to
generate, maintain, retain, or disclose or provide
information to or for a federal agency. For further
explanation of what is included in the information
collection burden, refer to 5 Code of Federal
Regulations 1320.3.

6 The estimated hourly cost (salary plus benefits)
is a combination of the following categories from
the Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS) website, May

information will have practical utility;
(2) the accuracy of the agency’s estimate
of the burden and cost of the collection
of information, including the validity of
the methodology and assumptions used;

2025 http://www.bls.gov/oes/current/naics2_
22.htm: 75% of the average of an Electrical Engineer
(17-2071) $71.19/hr., x .75 = 53.3925 ($53.39-
rounded) ($53.39/hour); and 25% of an Information
and Record Clerk (43—4199) $40.51/hr., $40.51 x .25
=10.1275 ($10.13 rounded) ($10.13/hour), for a
total ($53.39 + $10.13 = $63.52/hour).

7 The NERC Compliance Registry, as of July 11,
2025, identifies the following NERC unique U.S.
entities that are subject to mandatory compliance

(3) ways to enhance the quality, utility
and clarity of the information collection;
and (4) ways to minimize the burden of
the collection of information on those
who are to respond, including the use

with Reliability Standard IRO-001-4, IRO-002-7,
IRO-008-3, IRO-009-2, IRO-010-5, IRO-04-3,
IRO-017-1, IRO-018-1(i). The number of
respondents below is based on an estimate of the
NERC compliance registry US only Unique Entities;
for balancing authority, transmission operator
(TOP), transmission Planners (TP), distribution
planners (DP), generator owner (GO) and reliability
coordinator (RC).


http://www.bls.gov/oes/current/naics2_22.htm
http://www.bls.gov/oes/current/naics2_22.htm
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of automated collection techniques or

other forms of information technology.
Dated: January 7, 2026.

Debbie-Anne A. Reese,

Secretary.

[FR Doc. 2026-00435 Filed 1-12-26; 8:45 am]

BILLING CODE 6717-01-P

DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY

Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission

[Docket No. CP26-56—-000]

Boardwalk Storage Company, LLC;
Notice of Application and Establishing
Intervention Deadline

Take notice that on December 29,
2025, Boardwalk Storage Company, LLC
(BSC), 9 Greenway Plaza, Suite 2800,
Houston, Texas 77046, filed an
application under sections 7(b) and 7(c)
of the Natural Gas Act (NGA) and Part
157 of the Commission’s regulations
requesting authorization for its BSC
Amend Certificated Capacity Project
(Project). The Project consists of the
abandonment of certain storage capacity
of Cavern 25 at Boardwalk Storage’s
Choctaw Gas Storage Facility (Choctaw
Facility) located in Iberville Parish,
Louisiana, so that the cavern’s
certificated capacity aligns with the
cavern’s current physical capabilities,
and to amend Boardwalk Storage’s
certificated capacity to reflect the
proposed abandonment. BSC requests
that the certificated capacity for the
Choctaw Facility be amended from 11.8
billion cubic feet (Bcf) (7.6 Bef of
working gas and 4.2 Bcf of cushion gas),
to 9.55 Bcf (6.16 Bcf of working gas and
3.39 Bcf of cushion gas), all as more
fully set forth in the application which
is on file with the Commission and open
for public inspection.

In addition to publishing the full text
of this document in the Federal
Register, the Commission provides all
interested persons an opportunity to
view and/or print the contents of this
document via the internet through the
Commission’s Home Page (http://
www.ferc.gov). From the Commission’s
Home Page on the internet, this
information is available on eLibrary.
The full text of this document is
available on eLibrary in PDF and
Microsoft Word format for viewing,
printing, and/or downloading. To access
this document in eLibrary, type the
docket number excluding the last three
digits of this document in the docket
number field.

User assistance is available for
eLibrary and the Commission’s website

during normal business hours from
FERC Online Support at (202) 502—6652
(toll free at 1-866—208—3676) or email at
ferconlinesupport@ferc.gov, or the
Public Reference Room at (202) 502—
8371, TTY (202) 502—8659. Email the
Public Reference Room at
public.referenceroom@ferc.gov.

Any questions regarding the proposed
project should be directed to Juan Eligio
Jr., Director, Regulatory Affairs,
Boardwalk Storage Company, LLC, 9
Greenway Plaza, Suite 2800, Houston,
Texas 77046, by phone at (713) 479-
3480, or by email at Juan.Eligio@
bwpipelines.com.

Pursuant to section 157.9 of the
Commission’s Rules of Practice and
Procedure,! within 90 days of this
Notice the Commission staff will either:
complete its environmental review and
place it into the Commission’s public
record (eLibrary) for this proceeding; or
issue a Notice of Schedule for
Environmental Review. If a Notice of
Schedule for Environmental Review is
issued, it will indicate, among other
milestones, the anticipated date for the
Commission staff’s issuance of the final
environmental impact statement (FEIS)
or environmental assessment (EA) for
this proposal. The filing of an EA in the
Commission’s public record for this
proceeding or the issuance of a Notice
of Schedule for Environmental Review
will serve to notify federal and state
agencies of the timing for the
completion of all necessary reviews, and
the subsequent need to complete all
federal authorizations within 90 days of
the date of issuance of the Commission
staff’s FEIS or EA.

Public Participation

There are three ways to become
involved in the Commission’s review of
this project: you can file comments on
the project, you can protest the filing,
and you can file a motion to intervene
in the proceeding. There is no fee or
cost for filing comments or intervening.
The deadline for filing a motion to
intervene is 5:00 p.m. Eastern Time on
January 28, 2026. How to file protests,
motions to intervene, and comments is
explained below.

For public inquiries and assistance
with making filings such as
interventions, comments, or requests for
rehearing, contact the Office of Public
Participation (OPP) at (202) 502—6595 or
OPP@ferc.gov.

Comments

Any person wishing to comment on
the project may do so. Comments may
include statements of support or

118 CFR 157.9.

objections, to the project as a whole or
specific aspects of the project. The more
specific your comments, the more useful
they will be.

Protests

Pursuant to sections 157.10(a)(4) 2 and
385.211 3 of the Commission’s
regulations under the NGA, any person 4
may file a protest to the application.
Protests must comply with the
requirements specified in section
385.2001 ° of the Commission’s
regulations. A protest may also serve as
a motion to intervene so long as the
protestor states it also seeks to be an
intervenor.

To ensure that your comments or
protests are timely and properly
recorded, please submit your comments
on or before 5:00 p.m. Eastern Time on
January 28, 2026.

There are three methods you can use
to submit your comments or protests to
the Commission. In all instances, please
reference the Project docket number
CP26-56-000 in your submission.

(1) You may file your comments
electronically by using the eComment
feature, which is located on the
Commission’s website at www.ferc.gov
under the link to Documents and
Filings. Using eComment is an easy
method for interested persons to submit
brief, text-only comments on a project;

(2) You may file your comments or
protests electronically by using the
eFiling feature, which is located on the
Commission’s website (www.ferc.gov)
under the link to Documents and
Filings. With eFiling, you can provide
comments in a variety of formats by
attaching them as a file with your
submission. New eFiling users must
first create an account by clicking on
“eRegister.” You will be asked to select
the type of filing you are making; first
select “General” and then select
“Comment on a Filing”’; or

(3) You can file a paper copy of your
comments or protests by mailing them
to the following address below. Your
written comments must reference the
Project docket number (CP26—-56—000).

To file via USPS: Debbie-Anne A.
Reese, Secretary, Federal Energy
Regulatory Commission, 888 First Street
NE, Washington, DC 20426.

To file via any other courier: Debbie-
Anne A. Reese, Secretary, Federal
Energy Regulatory Commission, 12225
Wilkins Avenue, Rockville, Maryland
20852.

218 CFR 157.10(a)(4).

318 CFR 385.211.

4Persons include individuals, organizations,
businesses, municipalities, and other entities. 18
CFR 385.102(d).

518 CFR 385.2001.


mailto:public.referenceroom@ferc.gov
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The Commission encourages
electronic filing of comments (options 1
and 2 above) and has eFiling staff
available to assist you at (202) 502—8258
or FercOnlineSupport@ferc.gov.

Persons who comment on the
environmental review of this project
will be placed on the Commission’s
environmental mailing list, and will
receive notification when the
environmental documents (EA or EIS)
are issued for this project and will be
notified of meetings associated with the
Commission’s environmental review
process.

The Commission considers all
comments received about the project in
determining the appropriate action to be
taken. However, the filing of a comment
alone will not serve to make the filer a
party to the proceeding. To become a
party, you must intervene in the
proceeding. For instructions on how to
intervene, see below.

Interventions

Any person, which includes
individuals, organizations, businesses,
municipalities, and other entities,® has
the option to file a motion to intervene
in this proceeding. Only intervenors
have the right to request rehearing of
Commission orders issued in this
proceeding and to subsequently
challenge the Commission’s orders in
the U.S. Circuit Courts of Appeal.

To intervene, you must submit a
motion to intervene to the Commission
in accordance with Rule 214 of the
Commission’s Rules of Practice and
Procedure 7 and the regulations under
the NGA 8 by the intervention deadline
for the project, which is 5:00 p.m.
Eastern Time on January 28, 2026. As
described further in Rule 214, your
motion to intervene must state, to the
extent known, your position regarding
the proceeding, as well as your interest
in the proceeding. For an individual,
this could include your status as a
landowner, ratepayer, resident of an
impacted community, or recreationist.
You do not need to have property
directly impacted by the project in order
to intervene. For more information
about motions to intervene, refer to the
FERC website at hitps://www.ferc.gov/
resources/guides/how-to/intervene.asp.

There are two ways to submit your
motion to intervene. In both instances,
please reference the Project docket
number CP26-56—000 in your
submission.

(1) You may file your motion to
intervene by using the Commission’s

618 CFR 385.102(d).
718 CFR 385.214.
818 CFR 157.10.

eFiling feature, which is located on the
Commission’s website (www.ferc.gov)
under the link to Documents and
Filings. New eFiling users must first
create an account by clicking on
“eRegister.” You will be asked to select
the type of filing you are making; first
select “General” and then select
“Intervention.” The eFiling feature
includes a document-less intervention
option; for more information, visit
https://www.ferc.gov/docs-filing/efiling/
document-less-intervention.pdyf.; or

(2) You can file a paper copy of your
motion to intervene, along with three
copies, by mailing the documents to the
address below. Your motion to
intervene must reference the Project
docket number CP26-56—-000.

To file via USPS: Debbie-Anne A.
Reese, Secretary, Federal Energy
Regulatory Commission, 888 First Street
NE, Washington, DC 20426.

To file via any other courier: Debbie-
Anne A. Reese, Secretary, Federal
Energy Regulatory Commission, 12225
Wilkins Avenue, Rockville, Maryland
20852.

The Commission encourages
electronic filing of motions to intervene
(option 1 above) and has eFiling staff
available to assist you at (202) 502—8258
or FercOnlineSupport@ferc.gov.

Protests and motions to intervene
must be served on the applicant either
by mail at: Juan Eligio Jr., Director
Regulatory Affairs, Boardwalk Storage
Company, LLC, 9 Greenway Plaza, Suite
2800, Houston, Texas 77046 or by email
(with a link to the document) at
Juan.Eligio@bwpipelines.com. Any
subsequent submissions by an
intervenor must be served on the
applicant and all other parties to the
proceeding. Contact information for
parties can be downloaded from the
service list at the eService link on FERC
Online. Service can be via email with a
link to the document.

All timely, unopposed @ motions to
intervene are automatically granted by
operation of Rule 214(c)(1).1° Motions to
intervene that are filed after the
intervention deadline are untimely, and
may be denied. Any late-filed motion to
intervene must show good cause for
being late and must explain why the
time limitation should be waived and
provide justification by reference to
factors set forth in Rule 214(d) of the
Commission’s Rules and Regulations.11
A person obtaining party status will be
placed on the service list maintained by

9The applicant has 15 days from the submittal of
a motion to intervene to file a written objection to
the intervention.

1018 CFR 385.214(c)(1).

1118 CFR 385.214(b)(3) and (d).

the Secretary of the Commission and
will receive copies (paper or electronic)
of all documents filed by the applicant
and by all other parties.

Tracking the Proceeding

Throughout the proceeding,
additional information about the project
will be available from OPP at (202) 502—
6595 or on the FERC website at
www.ferc.gov using the “eLibrary” link
as described above. The eLibrary link
also provides access to the texts of all
formal documents issued by the
Commission, such as orders, notices,
and rulemakings.

In addition, the Commission offers a
free service called eSubscription which
allows you to keep track of all formal
issuances and submittals in specific
dockets. This can reduce the amount of
time you spend researching proceedings
by automatically providing you with
notification of these filings, document
summaries, and direct links to the
documents. For more information and to
register, go to www.ferc.gov/docs-filing/
esubscription.asp.

Intervention Deadline: 5:00 p.m.
Eastern Time on January 28, 2026.

(Authority: 18 CFR 2.1)
Dated: January 7, 2026.
Debbie-Anne A. Reese,
Secretary.
[FR Doc. 2026—00401 Filed 1-12-26; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 6717-01-P

DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY

Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission

[Project No. 2315-178]

Dominion Energy South Carolina, Inc.;
Notice of Intent To Prepare an
Environmental Assessment

On November 25, 2025, Dominion
Energy South Carolina, Inc. (DESC) filed
a revised application for a non-capacity
amendment of the license for the Neal
Shoals Hydroelectric Project No. 2315.
DESC initially filed the request to
amend its license on May 24, 2024;
however, on April 15, 2025, DESC
requested to place the amendment
application in abeyance. On April 12,
2025, Commission staff granted the
abeyance. On June 20, 2025, DESC
requested a 6-month extension of the
abeyance, which Commission staff
granted on July 1, 2025. The project is
located on the Broad River in South
Carolina and occupies federal lands
administered by the Sumter National
Forest.


https://www.ferc.gov/docs-filing/efiling/document-less-intervention.pdf
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mailto:FercOnlineSupport@ferc.gov
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The licensee’s proposal to replace the
four existing turbines in the powerhouse
with eight submersible turbine-
generator units to be installed at the
existing draft tube openings and
construct a new substation and
underground duct bank at the project
remains the same in the revised
amendment application. As with the
initial proposal, the licensee proposes to
decouple the existing generators, which
would no longer be needed, and
decommission and abandon them in
place. The licensee expects the project’s
generating capacity to increase from 4.4
MW to 5.76 MW (rather than 5.6 MW,
as initially proposed) while the
hydraulic capacity would remain the
same at 3,500 cfs (rather than a
reduction in hydraulic capacity to 3,160
cfs, as initially proposed).

On September 30, 2024, the
Commission issued a public notice for
the initial amendment application. On
October 30, 2024, the South Caronia
Department of Natural Resources filed
comments on the proposal. DESC filed
a response to comments on November 8,
2024. Given the substantial similarity
between the initial and revised
amendment applications, the
Commission will not issue a new public
notice for the revised amendment
application.

This notice identifies Commission
staff’s intention to prepare an
environmental assessment (EA) for the
project.! Commission staff plans to issue
an EA by February 6, 2026. Revisions to
the schedule may be made as
appropriate. The EA will be issued for
a 30-day comment period. All
comments filed on the EA will be
reviewed by staff and considered in the
Commission’s final decision on the
proceeding.

For public inquiries and assistance
with making filings such as
interventions, comments, or requests for
rehearing, contact the Office of Public
Participation at (202) 502—-6595 or OPP@
ferc.gov.

Any questions regarding this notice
may be directed to Elizabeth Moats at
202-502-6632 or
Elizabeth.OsierMoats@ferc.gov.

(Authority: 18 CFR 2.1)
Dated: January 8, 2026.
Carlos D. Clay,
Deputy Secretary.
[FR Doc. 2026—00473 Filed 1-12-26; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 6717-01-P

1The unique identification number for
documents relating to this environmental review is
EAXX-019-20-000-1732197559.

DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY

Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission

[Docket No. PF25-11-000]

Argent LNG, LLC; Notice of Scoping
Period Requesting Comments on
Environmental Issues for the Planned
Argent LNG Project

The staff of the Federal Energy
Regulatory Commission (FERC or
Commission) will prepare an
environmental document that will
discuss the environmental impacts of
the Argent LNG Project involving
construction and operation of facilities
by Argent LNG, LLC (Argent LNG) in
Lafourche Parish, Louisiana. The
Commission will use this environmental
document in its decision-making
process to determine whether the
project is in the public interest.

This notice announces the opening of
the scoping process the Commission
will use to gather input from the public
and interested agencies regarding the
project. As part of the National
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA)
review process, the Commission takes
into account concerns the public may
have about proposals and the
environmental impacts that could result
from its action whenever it considers
the issuance of an authorization. This
gathering of public input is referred to
as “‘scoping.” The main goal of the
scoping process is to focus the analysis
in the environmental document on the
important environmental issues.
Additional information about the
Commission’s NEPA process is
described below in the NEPA Process
and Environmental Document section of
this notice.

By this notice, the Commission
requests public comments on the scope
of issues to address in the
environmental document. To ensure
that your comments are timely and
properly recorded, please submit your
comments so that the Commission
receives them in Washington, DC on or
before 5:00 p.m. Eastern Time on
February 9, 2026. Comments may be
submitted in written form. Further
details on how to submit comments are
provided in the Public Participation
section of this notice.

Your comments should focus on the
potential environmental effects,
reasonable alternatives, and measures to
avoid or lessen environmental impacts.
Your input will help the Commission
staff determine what issues they need to
evaluate in the environmental
document. Commission staff will
consider all written comments during

the preparation of the environmental
document.

If you submitted comments on this
project to the Commission before the
opening of this docket on September 8,
2025, you will need to file those
comments in Docket No. PF25-11-000
to ensure they are considered.

This notice is being sent to the
Commission’s current environmental
mailing list for this project. State and
local government representatives should
notify their constituents of this planned
project and encourage them to comment
on their areas of concern. Landowner
topics of interest are available for
viewing on the FERC website
(www.ferc.gov) under the Natural Gas,
Landowner Topics link.

Public Participation

There are three methods you can use
to submit your comments to the
Commission. Please carefully follow
these instructions so that your
comments are properly recorded. The
Commission encourages electronic filing
of comments and has staff available to
assist you at (866) 208—3676 or
FercOnlineSupport@ferc.gov.

(1) You can file your comments
electronically using the eComment
feature, which is located on the
Commission’s website (www.ferc.gov)
under the link to FERC Online. Using
eComment is an easy method for
submitting brief, text-only comments on
a project;

(2) You can file your comments
electronically by using the eFiling
feature, which is located on the
Commission’s website (www.ferc.gov)
under the link to FERC Online. With
eFiling, you can provide comments in a
variety of formats by attaching them as
a file with your submission. New
eFiling users must first create an
account by clicking on ‘“‘eRegister.” You
will be asked to select the type of filing
you are making; a comment on a
particular project is considered a
“Comment on a Filing”’; or

(3) You can file a paper copy of your
comments by mailing them to the
Commission. Be sure to reference the
project docket number (PF25-11-000)
on your letter. Submissions sent via the
U.S. Postal Service must be addressed
to: Debbie-Anne A. Reese, Secretary,
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission,
888 First Street NE, Room 1A,
Washington, DC 20426. Submissions
sent via any other carrier must be
addressed to: Debbie-Anne A. Reese,
Secretary, Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission, 12225 Wilkins Avenue,
Rockville, MD 20852.

Additionally, the Commission offers a
free service called eSubscription, which
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makes it easy to stay informed of all
issuances and submittals regarding the
dockets/projects to which you
subscribe. These instant email
notifications are the fastest way to
receive notification and provide a link
to the document files which can reduce
the amount of time you spend
researching proceedings. Go to FERC
Online to register for eSubscription.

For public inquiries and assistance
with making filings such as
interventions, comments, or requests for
rehearing, contact the Office of Public
Participation at (202) 502—6595 or OPP@
ferc.gov.

Summary of the Planned Project

Argent LNG plans to site, construct
and operate a liquefied natural gas
(LNG) production and export facility
along the northwest shore of the Port
Fourchon Belle Pass Channel (Belle Pass
Channel) in Lafourche Parish,
Louisiana. The Argent LNG Project
would produce up to 25 million ton per
annum of LNG for export to U.S. trading
partners.

The Argent LNG Project would
consist of the following facilities:

e pretreatment systems;

¢ natural gas liquefication units;

¢ two aboveground full-containment
LNG storage tanks;

¢ a 350-megawatt natural gas-fired
power generation facility;

e marine facilities and two new
marine berths capable of
accommodating LNG carriers of up to
260,000 cubic meters; and

e atotal of 0.7 mile of new dual 16-
inch-diameter natural gas interconnect
pipelines.

The general location of the project
facilities is shown in appendix 1.1

Land Requirements for Construction

The new LNG export terminal would
be constructed on approximately 269.9
acres within a larger 885.5-acre leased
property. The project also includes
Marine Facilities that would impact a
total of 147.1 acres (127.4 acres within
the leased site and 19.7 acres within the
Belle Pass Channel), and a total of 0.7
mile of new dual 16-inch-diameter
natural gas interconnect pipelines that
would tie into the existing Kinetica
interstate pipeline system located near
the site. Following construction, Argent
LNG would maintain about 445 acres for

1The appendices referenced in this notice will
not appear in the Federal Register. Copies of the
appendices were sent to all those receiving this
notice in the mail and are available at www.ferc.gov
using the link called “eLibrary.” For instructions on
connecting to eLibrary, refer to the last page of this
notice. For assistance, contact FERC at
FERCOnlineSupport@ferc.gov or call toll free, (886)
208-3676 or TTY (202) 502—-8659.

permanent operation of the project’s
facilities; the remaining acreage would
be restored.

NEPA Process and the Environmental
Document

Any environmental document issued
by Commission staff will discuss
impacts that could occur as a result of
the construction and operation of the
planned project under the relevant
general resource areas:

¢ geology and soils;
water resources and wetlands;
vegetation and wildlife;
threatened and endangered species;
cultural resources;
socioeconomics;
land use;
air quality and noise; and

o reliability and safety.

Commission staff have already
identified several issues that deserve
attention based on a preliminary review
of the planned facilities and the
environmental information provided by
Argent LNG. This preliminary list of
issues may change based on your
comments and our analysis:

e marine transportation;

e socioeconomic effects; and

e facility construction and effects on
water resources, wetlands, and marine
species.

Commission staff will also evaluate
reasonable alternatives to the planned
project or portions of the project and
make recommendations on how to
lessen or avoid impacts on the various
resource areas. Your comments will
help Commission staff identify and
focus on the issues that might have an
effect on the human environment and
potentially eliminate others from further
study and discussion in the
environmental document.

Although no formal application has
been filed, Commission staff have
already initiated a NEPA review under
the Commission’s pre-filing process.
The purpose of the pre-filing process is
to encourage early involvement of
interested stakeholders and to identify
and resolve issues before the
Commission receives an application. As
part of the pre-filing review,
Commission staff will contact federal
and state agencies to discuss their
involvement in the scoping process and
the preparation of the environmental
document.

If a formal application is filed,
Commission staff will then determine
whether to prepare an Environmental
Assessment (EA) or an Environmental
Impact Statement (EIS). The EA or the
EIS will present Commission staff’s
independent analysis of the
environmental issues. If Commission

staff prepares an EA, a Notice of
Schedule for the Preparation of an
Environmental Assessment will be
issued. The EA may be issued for an
allotted public comment period. The
Commission would consider timely
comments on the EA before making its
determination on the proposed project.
If Commission staff prepares an EIS, a
Notice of Intent to Prepare an EIS/
Notice of Schedule will be issued once
an application is filed, which will open
an additional public comment period.
Staff will then prepare a draft EIS that
will be issued for public comment.
Commission staff will consider all
timely comments received during the
comment period on the draft EIS, and
revise the document, as necessary,
before issuing a final EIS. Any EA or
draft and final EIS will be available in
electronic format in the public record
through eLibrary 2 and the
Commission’s natural gas
environmental documents web page
(https://www.ferc.gov/industries-data/
natural-gas/environment/
environmental-documents). If
eSubscribed, you will receive instant
email notification when the
environmental document is issued.
With this notice, the Commission is
asking agencies with jurisdiction by law
and/or special expertise with respect to
the environmental issues related to this
project to formally cooperate in the
preparation of the environmental
document.? Agencies that would like to
request cooperating agency status
should follow the instructions for filing
comments provided under the Public
Participation section of this notice.

Consultation Under Section 106 of the
National Historic Preservation Act

In accordance with the Advisory
Council on Historic Preservation’s
implementing regulations for section
106 of the National Historic
Preservation Act, the Commission is
using this notice to initiate consultation
with the applicable State Historic
Preservation Office(s), and to solicit
their views and those of other
government agencies, interested Indian
tribes, and the public on the project’s
potential effects on historic properties.+

2For instructions on connecting to eLibrary, refer
to the last page of this notice.

3 Cooperating agency responsibilities are
addressed in Section 107(a)(3) of NEPA (42 U.S.
Code §4336(a)(3)).

4The Advisory Council on Historic Preservation
regulations are at Title 36, Code of Federal
Regulations, Part 800. Those regulations define
historic properties as any prehistoric or historic
district, site, building, structure, or object included
in or eligible for inclusion in the National Register
of Historic Places.
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The environmental document for this
project will document our findings on
the impacts on historic properties and
summarize the status of consultations
under section 106.

Environmental Mailing List

The environmental mailing list
includes federal, state, and local
government representatives and
agencies; elected officials;
environmental and public interest
groups; Native American Tribes; other
interested parties; and local libraries
and newspapers. This list also includes
all affected landowners (as defined in
the Commission’s regulations) who are
potential right-of-way grantors, whose
property may be used temporarily for
project purposes, or who own homes
within certain distances of aboveground
facilities, and anyone who submits
comments on the project and includes a
mailing address with their comments.
Commission staff will update the
environmental mailing list as the
analysis proceeds to ensure that
Commission notices related to this
environmental review are sent to all
individuals, organizations, and
government entities interested in and/or
potentially affected by the planned
project.

If you need to make changes to your
name/address, or if you would like to
remove your name from the mailing list,
please complete one of the following
steps:

(1) Send an email to
GasProjectAddressChange@ferc.gov
stating your request. You must include
the docket number PF25-11-000 in
your request. If you are requesting a
change to your address, please be sure
to include your name and the correct
address. If you are requesting to delete
your address from the mailing list,
please include your name and address
as it appeared on this notice. This email
address is unable to accept comments.

OR

(2) Return the attached “Mailing List
Update Form” (appendix 2).

Becoming an Intervenor

Once Argent LNG files its application
with the Commission, you may want to
become an “intervenor” which is an
official party to the Commission’s
proceeding. Only intervenors have the
right to seek rehearing of the
Commission’s decision and be heard by
the courts if they choose to appeal the
Commission’s final ruling. An
intervenor formally participates in the
proceeding by filing a request to
intervene pursuant to Rule 214 of the
Commission’s Rules of Practice and

Procedures (18 CFR 385.214). Motions
to intervene are more fully described at
https://www.ferc.gov/how-intervene.
Please note that the Commission will
not accept requests for intervenor status
at this time. You must wait until the
Commission receives a formal
application for the project, after which
the Commission will issue a public
notice that establishes an intervention
deadline.

Additional Information

Additional information about the
project is available on the FERC website
(www.ferc.gov) using the eLibrary link.
Click on the eLibrary link, click on
“General Search” and enter the docket
number in the “Docket Number” field.
Be sure you have selected an
appropriate date range. For assistance,
please contact FERC Online Support at
FercOnlineSupport@ferc.gov or toll free
at (866) 208—3676, or for TTY, contact
(202) 502—-8659. The eLibrary link also
provides access to the texts of all formal
documents issued by the Commission,
such as orders, notices, and
rulemakings.

Public sessions or site visits will be
posted on the Commission’s calendar
located at https://www.ferc.gov/news-
events/events along with other related
information.

Authority: 18 CFR 2.1.

Dated: January 8, 2026.
Carlos D. Clay,
Deputy Secretary.
[FR Doc. 2026—00476 Filed 1-12—26; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 6717-01-P

DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY

Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission

[Docket No. CP25-531-000 Palo Duro
Transmission L.P.; Docket No. CP25-531—
001 Palo Duro Pipelines (Texas Gathering),
L.P.]

Notice of Amendment to Application
and Establishing Intervention Deadline

Take notice that on December 22,
2025, Palo Duro Transmission L.P. (Palo
Duro) and Palo Duro Pipelines (Texas
Gathering), L.P. (PD Gathering), 3500
Maple Ave., Suite #700, Dallas, Texas
75219, filed an amendment to its
application in Docket No. CP25-531—
000 under section 7(c) of the Natural
Gas Act (NGA), and Part 157 of the
Commission’s regulations, requesting
authorization to amend its proposed
Lease Agreement Project (Project) that
was filed on August 1, 2025. Originally,
Palo Duro proposed to utilize the
entirety of this PD Pipeline to transport

natural gas in interstate commerce,
moving north on the PD Pipeline and
then through the leased capacity on the
PD Gathering Header System.

Palo Duro affirms after the submission
of the Project, potential new natural gas
demand has been identified along the
southern part of the PD Pipeline. As a
result, Palo Duro is now selling the
southern-most portion of the PD
Pipeline to an affiliate, which will
continue to operate this pipeline as a
gathering system until the new demand
is added. Accordingly, Palo Duro is
amending its Project to include as its
certificated pipeline only the 61
northern-most miles of the PD Pipeline
that it will still own, extending through
only Childress, Collingsworth, and
Wheeler Counties. Other than the
reduced length of the PD Pipeline
included in the proposal and the
corresponding reduction in rates, the
Project is not otherwise changed, all as
more fully set forth in the application
which is on file with the Commission
and open for public inspection.

In addition to publishing the full text
of this document in the Federal
Register, the Commission provides all
interested persons an opportunity to
view and/or print the contents of this
document via the internet through the
Commission’s Home Page (http://
www.ferc.gov). From the Commission’s
Home Page on the internet, this
information is available on eLibrary.
The full text of this document is
available on eLibrary in PDF and
Microsoft Word format for viewing,
printing, and/or downloading. To access
this document in eLibrary, type the
docket number excluding the last three
digits of this document in the docket
number field.

User assistance is available for
eLibrary and the Commission’s website
during normal business hours from
FERC Online Support at (202) 5026652
(toll free at 1-866—208—3676) or email at
ferconlinesupport@ferc.gov, or the
Public Reference Room at (202) 502—
8371, TTY (202) 502-8659. Email the
Public Reference Room at
public.referenceroom@ferc.gov.

Any questions regarding the proposed
project should be directed to Matt Flory,
President and C.E.O., Producers
Midstream II, LLC, 3500 Maple Ave.,
Suite 700, Dallas, Texas 75219, by
phone at (214)-238-5755, or by email at
mflory@producersmidstream.com.

Pursuant to section 157.9 of the
Commission’s Rules of Practice and
Procedure,! within 90 days of this
Notice the Commission staff will either:
complete its environmental review and

118 CFR 157.9.
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place it into the Commission’s public
record (eLibrary) for this proceeding; or
issue a Notice of Schedule for
Environmental Review. If a Notice of
Schedule for Environmental Review is
issued, it will indicate, among other
milestones, the anticipated date for the
Commission staff’s issuance of the final
environmental impact statement (FEIS)
or environmental assessment (EA) for
this proposal. The filing of an EA in the
Commission’s public record for this
proceeding or the issuance of a Notice
of Schedule for Environmental Review
will serve to notify federal and state
agencies of the timing for the
completion of all necessary reviews, and
the subsequent need to complete all
federal authorizations within 90 days of
the date of issuance of the Commission
staff’s FEIS or EA.

Public Participation

There are three ways to become
involved in the Commission’s review of
this project: you can file comments on
the project, you can protest the filing,
and you can file a motion to intervene
in the proceeding. There is no fee or
cost for filing comments or intervening.
The deadline for filing a motion to
intervene is 5:00 p.m. Eastern Time on
January 28, 2026. How to file protests,
motions to intervene, and comments is
explained below.

For public inquiries and assistance
with making filings such as
interventions, comments, or requests for
rehearing, contact the Office of Public
Participation (OPP) at (202) 502—6595 or
OPP@ferc.gov.

Comments

Any person wishing to comment on
the project may do so. Comments may
include statements of support or
objections, to the project as a whole or
specific aspects of the project. The more
specific your comments, the more useful
they will be.

Protests

Pursuant to sections 157.10(a)(4) 2 and
385.211 3 of the Commission’s
regulations under the NGA, any person ¢
may file a protest to the application.
Protests must comply with the
requirements specified in section
385.2001 ° of the Commission’s
regulations. A protest may also serve as
a motion to intervene so long as the

218 CFR 157.10(a)(4).

318 CFR 385.211.

4Persons include individuals, organizations,
businesses, municipalities, and other entities. 18
CFR 385.102(d).

518 CFR 385.2001.

protestor states it also seeks to be an
intervenor.

To ensure that your comments or
protests are timely and properly
recorded, please submit your comments
on or before 5:00 p.m. Eastern Time on
January 28, 2026.

There are three methods you can use
to submit your comments or protests to
the Commission. In all instances, please
reference the Project docket numbers
CP25-531-000 and CP25-531-001 in
your submission.

(1) You may file your comments
electronically by using the eComment
feature, which is located on the
Commission’s website at www.ferc.gov
under the link to Documents and
Filings. Using eComment is an easy
method for interested persons to submit
brief, text-only comments on a project;

(2) You may file your comments or
protests electronically by using the
eFiling feature, which is located on the
Commission’s website (www.ferc.gov)
under the link to Documents and
Filings. With eFiling, you can provide
comments in a variety of formats by
attaching them as a file with your
submission. New eFiling users must
first create an account by clicking on
“eRegister.” You will be asked to select
the type of filing you are making; first
select “General” and then select
“Comment on a Filing”; or

(3) You can file a paper copy of your
comments or protests by mailing them
to the following address below. Your
written comments must reference the
Project docket numbers (CP25-531-000
and CP25-531-001).

To file via USPS: Debbie-Anne A.
Reese, Secretary, Federal Energy
Regulatory Commission, 888 First Street
NE, Washington, DC 20426.

To file via any other courier: Debbie-
Anne A. Reese, Secretary, Federal
Energy Regulatory Commission, 12225
Wilkins Avenue, Rockville, Maryland
20852.

The Commission encourages
electronic filing of comments (options 1
and 2 above) and has eFiling staff
available to assist you at (202) 502—8258
or FercOnlineSupport@ferc.gov.

Persons who comment on the
environmental review of this project
will be placed on the Commission’s
environmental mailing list, and will
receive notification when the
environmental documents (EA or EIS)
are issued for this project and will be
notified of meetings associated with the
Commission’s environmental review
process.

The Commission considers all
comments received about the project in
determining the appropriate action to be
taken. However, the filing of a comment

alone will not serve to make the filer a
party to the proceeding. To become a
party, you must intervene in the
proceeding. For instructions on how to
intervene, see below.

Interventions

Any person, which includes
individuals, organizations, businesses,
municipalities, and other entities,® has
the option to file a motion to intervene
in this proceeding. Only intervenors
have the right to request rehearing of
Commission orders issued in this
proceeding and to subsequently
challenge the Commission’s orders in
the U.S. Circuit Courts of Appeal.

To intervene, you must submit a
motion to intervene to the Commission
in accordance with Rule 214 of the
Commission’s Rules of Practice and
Procedure 7 and the regulations under
the NGA 8 by the intervention deadline
for the project, which is 5:00 p.m.
Eastern Time on January 28, 2026. As
described further in Rule 214, your
motion to intervene must state, to the
extent known, your position regarding
the proceeding, as well as your interest
in the proceeding. For an individual,
this could include your status as a
landowner, ratepayer, resident of an
impacted community, or recreationist.
You do not need to have property
directly impacted by the project in order
to intervene. For more information
about motions to intervene, refer to the
FERC website at hitps://www.ferc.gov/
resources/guides/how-to/intervene.asp.

There are two ways to submit your
motion to intervene. In both instances,
please reference the Project docket
numbers CP25-531-000 and CP25-531—
001 in your submission.

(1) You may file your motion to
intervene by using the Commission’s
eFiling feature, which is located on the
Commission’s website (www.ferc.gov)
under the link to Documents and
Filings. New eFiling users must first
create an account by clicking on
“eRegister.” You will be asked to select
the type of filing you are making; first
select “General” and then select
“Intervention.” The eFiling feature
includes a document-less intervention
option; for more information, visit
https://www.ferc.gov/docs-filing/efiling/
document-less-intervention.pdf.; or

(2) You can file a paper copy of your
motion to intervene, along with three
copies, by mailing the documents to the
address below. Your motion to
intervene must reference the Project

618 CFR 385.102(d).
718 CFR 385.214.
818 CFR 157.10.
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docket numbers CP25-531-000 and
CP25-531-001.

To file via USPS: Debbie-Anne A.
Reese, Secretary, Federal Energy
Regulatory Commission, 888 First Street
NE, Washington, DC 20426.

To file via any other courier: Debbie-
Anne A. Reese, Secretary, Federal
Energy Regulatory Commission, 12225
Wilkins Avenue, Rockville, Maryland
20852.

The Commission encourages
electronic filing of motions to intervene
(option 1 above) and has eFiling staff
available to assist you at (202) 502—8258
or FercOnlineSupport@ferc.gov.

Protests and motions to intervene
must be served on the applicant either
by mail at: Matt Flory, President and
C.E.O., Producers Midstream II, LLC,
3500 Maple Ave., Suite 700, Dallas,
Texas 75219 or by email (with a link to
the document) at mflory@
producersmidstream.com. Any
subsequent submissions by an
intervenor must be served on the
applicant and all other parties to the
proceeding. Contact information for
parties can be downloaded from the
service list at the eService link on FERC
Online. Service can be via email with a
link to the document.

All timely, unopposed © motions to
intervene are automatically granted by
operation of Rule 214(c)(1).1° Motions to
intervene that are filed after the
intervention deadline are untimely, and
may be denied. Any late-filed motion to
intervene must show good cause for
being late and must explain why the
time limitation should be waived and
provide justification by reference to
factors set forth in Rule 214(d) of the
Commission’s Rules and Regulations.?
A person obtaining party status will be
placed on the service list maintained by
the Secretary of the Commission and
will receive copies (paper or electronic)
of all documents filed by the applicant
and by all other parties.

Tracking the Proceeding

Throughout the proceeding,
additional information about the project
will be available from OPP at (202) 502—
6595 or on the FERC website at
www.ferc.gov using the “eLibrary’ link
as described above. The eLibrary link
also provides access to the texts of all
formal documents issued by the
Commission, such as orders, notices,
and rulemakings.

In addition, the Commission offers a
free service called eSubscription which

9 The applicant has 15 days from the submittal of
a motion to intervene to file a written objection to
the intervention.

1018 CFR 385.214(c)(1).

1118 CFR 385.214(b)(3) and (d).

allows you to keep track of all formal
issuances and submittals in specific
dockets. This can reduce the amount of
time you spend researching proceedings
by automatically providing you with
notification of these filings, document
summaries, and direct links to the
documents. For more information and to
register, go to www.ferc.gov/docs-filing/
esubscription.asp.

Intervention Deadline: 5:00 p.m.
Eastern Time on January 28, 2026.

(Authority: 18 CFR 2.1)
Dated: January 7, 2026.
Debbie-Anne A. Reese,
Secretary.
[FR Doc. 2026—00407 Filed 1-12-26; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 6717-01-P

DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY

Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission

[Docket No. CP26-45-000]

Egan Hub Storage, LLC; Notice of
Application and Establishing
Intervention Deadline

Take notice that on December 18,
2025, Egan Hub Storage, LLC (Egan
Hub), 915 N Eldridge Parkway, Suite
1100, Houston, Texas 77079-2703, filed
an application under section 7(c) of the
Natural Gas Act (NGA) and Part 157 of
the Commission’s regulations requesting
authorization for its Cavern Expansion
Project (Project). Elgan Hub requests to
construct, own, and operate two new
natural gas salt dome storage caverns at
Egan Gas Storage Facility in Acadia
Parish, Louisiana. The Project will
increase Egan Hub’s maximum design
storage capacity from 42 billion cubic
feet (Bcf) (32 Bcf of working gas
capacity) to 66.6 Bcf (48 Bcf of working
gas capacity), as well as an incremental
510 million cubic feet per day (MMct/
day) of injection capability for a total of
1,575 MMcf/day of injection capability.
Egan Hub also requests to charge
market-based rates for its services, all as
more fully set forth in the application
which is on file with the Commission
and open for public inspection.

In addition to publishing the full text
of this document in the Federal
Register, the Commission provides all
interested persons an opportunity to
view and/or print the contents of this
document via the internet through the
Commission’s Home Page (http://
www.ferc.gov). From the Commission’s
Home Page on the internet, this
information is available on eLibrary.
The full text of this document is
available on eLibrary in PDF and

Microsoft Word format for viewing,
printing, and/or downloading. To access
this document in eLibrary, type the
docket number excluding the last three
digits of this document in the docket
number field.

User assistance is available for
eLibrary and the Commission’s website
during normal business hours from
FERC Online Support at (202) 502-6652
(toll free at 1-866—208—3676) or email at
ferconlinesupport@ferc.gov, or the
Public Reference Room at (202) 502—
8371, TTY (202) 502—-8659. Email the
Public Reference Room at
public.referenceroom@ferc.gov.

Any questions regarding the proposed
project should be directed to Arthur
Diestel Director, Regulatory, Egan Hub
Storage, LLC, P.O. Box 1642 Houston,
Texas 77251-1642, by phone at (713)
627-5116, or by email at
Arthur.Diestel@enbridge.com.

Pursuant to section 157.9 of the
Commission’s Rules of Practice and
Procedure,! within 90 days of this
Notice the Commission staff will either:
complete its environmental review and
place it into the Commission’s public
record (eLibrary) for this proceeding; or
issue a Notice of Schedule for
Environmental Review. If a Notice of
Schedule for Environmental Review is
issued, it will indicate, among other
milestones, the anticipated date for the
Commission staff’s issuance of the final
environmental impact statement (FEIS)
or environmental assessment (EA) for
this proposal. The filing of an EA in the
Commission’s public record for this
proceeding or the issuance of a Notice
of Schedule for Environmental Review
will serve to notify federal and state
agencies of the timing for the
completion of all necessary reviews, and
the subsequent need to complete all
federal authorizations within 90 days of
the date of issuance of the Commission
staff’s FEIS or EA.

Water Quality Certification

Egan Hub stated that a water quality
certificate under section 401 of the
Clean Water Act is required for the
project from United States Army Corps
of Engineers. When available, Egan Hub
should submit to the Commission a
copy of the request for certification for
the Commission authorization,
including the date the request was
submitted to the certifying agency, and
either (1) a copy of the certifying
agency’s decision or (2) evidence of
waiver of water quality certification.

118 CFR 157.9.
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Public Participation

There are three ways to become
involved in the Commission’s review of
this project: you can file comments on
the project, you can protest the filing,
and you can file a motion to intervene
in the proceeding. There is no fee or
cost for filing comments or intervening.
The deadline for filing a motion to
intervene is 5:00 p.m. Eastern Time on
January 28, 2026. How to file protests,
motions to intervene, and comments is
explained below.

For public inquiries and assistance
with making filings such as
interventions, comments, or requests for
rehearing, contact the Office of Public
Participation (OPP) at (202) 502—6595 or
OPP@ferc.gov.

Comments

Any person wishing to comment on
the project may do so. Comments may
include statements of support or
objections, to the project as a whole or
specific aspects of the project. The more
specific your comments, the more useful
they will be.

Protests

Pursuant to sections 157.10(a)(4) 2 and
385.211 3 of the Commission’s
regulations under the NGA, any person ¢
may file a protest to the application.
Protests must comply with the
requirements specified in section
385.2001 ° of the Commission’s
regulations. A protest may also serve as
a motion to intervene so long as the
protestor states it also seeks to be an
intervenor.

To ensure that your comments or
protests are timely and properly
recorded, please submit your comments
on or before 5:00 p.m. Eastern Time on
January 28, 2026.

There are three methods you can use
to submit your comments or protests to
the Commission. In all instances, please
reference the Project docket number
CP26—45-000 in your submission.

(1) You may file your comments
electronically by using the eComment
feature, which is located on the
Commission’s website at www.ferc.gov
under the link to Documents and
Filings. Using eComment is an easy
method for interested persons to submit
brief, text-only comments on a project;

(2) You may file your comments or
protests electronically by using the
eFiling feature, which is located on the

218 CFR 157.10(a)(4).

318 CFR 385.211.

4Persons include individuals, organizations,
businesses, municipalities, and other entities. 18
CFR 385.102(d).

518 CFR 385.2001.

Commission’s website (www.ferc.gov)
under the link to Documents and
Filings. With eFiling, you can provide
comments in a variety of formats by
attaching them as a file with your
submission. New eFiling users must
first create an account by clicking on
“eRegister.” You will be asked to select
the type of filing you are making; first
select “General” and then select
“Comment on a Filing”; or

(3) You can file a paper copy of your
comments or protests by mailing them
to the following address below. Your
written comments must reference the
Project docket number (CP26—45—-000).

To file via USPS: Debbie-Anne A.
Reese, Secretary, Federal Energy
Regulatory Commission, 888 First Street
NE, Washington, DC 20426.

To file via any other courier: Debbie-
Anne A. Reese, Secretary, Federal
Energy Regulatory Commission, 12225
Wilkins Avenue, Rockville, Maryland
20852.

The Commission encourages
electronic filing of comments (options 1
and 2 above) and has eFiling staff
available to assist you at (202) 502—8258
or FercOnlineSupport@ferc.gov.

Persons who comment on the
environmental review of this project
will be placed on the Commission’s
environmental mailing list, and will
receive notification when the
environmental documents (EA or EIS)
are issued for this project and will be
notified of meetings associated with the
Commission’s environmental review
process.

The Commission considers all
comments received about the project in
determining the appropriate action to be
taken. However, the filing of a comment
alone will not serve to make the filer a
party to the proceeding. To become a
party, you must intervene in the
proceeding. For instructions on how to
intervene, see below.

Interventions

Any person, which includes
individuals, organizations, businesses,
municipalities, and other entities,® has
the option to file a motion to intervene
in this proceeding. Only intervenors
have the right to request rehearing of
Commission orders issued in this
proceeding and to subsequently
challenge the Commission’s orders in
the U.S. Circuit Courts of Appeal.

To intervene, you must submit a
motion to intervene to the Commission
in accordance with Rule 214 of the
Commission’s Rules of Practice and
Procedure 7 and the regulations under

618 CFR 385.102(d).
718 CFR 385.214.

the NGA 8 by the intervention deadline
for the project, which is 5:00 p.m.
Eastern Time on January 28, 2026. As
described further in Rule 214, your
motion to intervene must state, to the
extent known, your position regarding
the proceeding, as well as your interest
in the proceeding. For an individual,
this could include your status as a
landowner, ratepayer, resident of an
impacted community, or recreationist.
You do not need to have property
directly impacted by the project in order
to intervene. For more information
about motions to intervene, refer to the
FERC website at https://www.ferc.gov/
resources/guides/how-to/intervene.asp.

There are two ways to submit your
motion to intervene. In both instances,
please reference the Project docket
number CP26—45-000 in your
submission.

(1) You may file your motion to
intervene by using the Commission’s
eFiling feature, which is located on the
Commission’s website (www.ferc.gov)
under the link to Documents and
Filings. New eFiling users must first
create an account by clicking on
“eRegister.” You will be asked to select
the type of filing you are making; first
select “General” and then select
“Intervention.” The eFiling feature
includes a document-less intervention
option; for more information, visit
https://www.ferc.gov/docs-filing/efiling/
document-less-intervention.pdyf.; or

(2) You can file a paper copy of your
motion to intervene, along with three
copies, by mailing the documents to the
address below. Your motion to
intervene must reference the Project
docket number CP26-45-000.

To file via USPS: Debbie-Anne A.
Reese, Secretary, Federal Energy
Regulatory Commission, 888 First Street
NE, Washington, DC 20426.

To file via any other courier: Debbie-
Anne A. Reese, Secretary, Federal
Energy Regulatory Commission, 12225
Wilkins Avenue, Rockville, Maryland
20852.

The Commission encourages
electronic filing of motions to intervene
(option 1 above) and has eFiling staff
available to assist you at (202) 502—8258
or FercOnlineSupport@ferc.gov.

Protests and motions to intervene
must be served on the applicant either
by mail at: Arthur Diestel, Director,
Regulatory, Egan Hub Storage, LLC, P.O.
Box 1642, Houston, Texas 77251-1642,
or by email (with a link to the
document) at Arthur.Diestel@
enbridge.com. Any subsequent
submissions by an intervenor must be
served on the applicant and all other

818 CFR 157.10.
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parties to the proceeding. Contact
information for parties can be
downloaded from the service list at the
eService link on FERC Online. Service
can be via email with a link to the
document.

All timely, unopposed © motions to
intervene are automatically granted by
operation of Rule 214(c)(1).1° Motions to
intervene that are filed after the
intervention deadline are untimely, and
may be denied. Any late-filed motion to
intervene must show good cause for
being late and must explain why the
time limitation should be waived and
provide justification by reference to
factors set forth in Rule 214(d) of the
Commission’s Rules and Regulations.?
A person obtaining party status will be
placed on the service list maintained by
the Secretary of the Commission and
will receive copies (paper or electronic)
of all documents filed by the applicant
and by all other parties.

Tracking the Proceeding

Throughout the proceeding,
additional information about the project
will be available from OPP at (202) 502—
6595 or on the FERC website at
www.ferc.gov using the “‘eLibrary” link
as described above. The eLibrary link
also provides access to the texts of all
formal documents issued by the
Commission, such as orders, notices,
and rulemakings.

In addition, the Commission offers a
free service called eSubscription which
allows you to keep track of all formal
issuances and submittals in specific
dockets. This can reduce the amount of
time you spend researching proceedings
by automatically providing you with
notification of these filings, document
summaries, and direct links to the
documents. For more information and to
register, go to www.ferc.gov/docs-filing/
esubscription.asp.

Intervention Deadline: 5:00 p.m.
Eastern Time on January 28, 2026.
(Authority: 18 CFR 2.1)

Dated: January 7, 2026.
Debbie-Anne A. Reese,
Secretary.
[FR Doc. 2026-00403 Filed 1-12—-26; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 6717-01-P

9 The applicant has 15 days from the submittal of
a motion to intervene to file a written objection to
the intervention.

1018 CFR 385.214(c)(1).

1118 CFR 385.214(b)(3) and (d).

DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY

Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission

Notice of Effectiveness of Exempt
Wholesale Generator Status

Docket Nos.
Wagon Trail Energy Center, EG26-1-000
LLC.
Solar PV Development NM EG26-2-000
18 Il LLC.
Nighthawk Energy Storage, EG26-3-000
LLC.
Atlas VIII, LLC ....cccoveviirieene EG26—-4-000
Beehive Energy Storage, LLC | EG26-5-000
Halifax County Solar LLC ...... EG26-6-000
IP Quantum BESS, LLC ........ EG26-7-000
IP Quantum, LLC .................. EG26-8-000
IP Quantum Il BESS, LLC .... | EG26-9-000
IP Quantum Il, LLC ... | EG26-10-000
Daylight II, LLC ........ EG26-11-000
Daylight II-A, LLC ... ... | EG26-12-000
Daylight lll, LLC ......cccccovvenne. EG26-13-000
EdSan 2 Solar Storage, LLC | EG26-14-000
EdSan MV Holding Company | EG26—15-000
C, LLC.
UGID Broad Mountain, LLC .. | EG26—17-000
Medway Grid, LLC ................ EG26-18-000
Justice Energy Storage, LLC | EG26—-19-000
Babacomari Solar North LLC | EG26—-20-000
Wattmore Lincoln Energy EG26-21-000
Storage, LLC.
Dodge Flat Energy Center, EG26-22-000
LLC.
Apple Infra LLC .......ccoveeens EG26-23-000
Backbone Creek BESS LLC | EG26-24-000
SMT McAllen Il LLC .............. EG26-25-000
Carne Energy Storage, LLC .. | EG26-26—-000
Heartwood Solar, LLC ........... EG26-27-000
Buda Infra LLC ... | EG26-28-000
County Rd Infra LLC ............. EG26-29-000
Elm St Infra LLC ......c.ccoouceee. EG26-30-000
Hwy 6 Infra LLC ...... EG26-31-000
Blanquilla BESS LLC EG26-32-000
Chalan CA Solar Storage, EG26-33-000
LLC.
Danville VA BESS 2 LLC ...... EG26-34-000
Essex VT BESS 1 LLC ......... EG26-35-000
Holyoke MA BESS 1 LLC ..... EG26-36-000
Ipswich BESS 1 LLC ............. EG26-37-000
Archtop Property Manage- EG26-38-000
ment, LLC.
Long Beach Generation LLC | EG26—-39-000
MRG Goody Solar Project, EG26-40-000
LLC.
Chalk Bluff Solar Energy LLC | EG26—-41-000

Take notice that during the month of
December 2025, the status of the above-
captioned entities as Exempt Wholesale
Generators became effective by
operation of the Commission’s
regulations. 18 CFR 366.7(a) (2025).
(Authority: 18 CFR 2.1)

Dated: January 7, 2026.
Debbie-Anne A. Reese,
Secretary.
[FR Doc. 2026—00436 Filed 1-12—26; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 6717-01-P

DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY

Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission

[Docket No. CP26—-25-000]

Columbia Gulf Transmission, LLC;
Notice of Scoping Period Requesting
Comments on Environmental Issues
for the Proposed Maysville Project,
and Notice of Public Scoping Session

The staff of the Federal Energy
Regulatory Commission (FERC or
Commission) will prepare an
environmental document that will
discuss the environmental impacts of
the Maysville Project involving
construction and operation of facilities
by Columbia Gulf Transmission, LLC
(Columbia) in Rowan, Fleming, and
Mason Counties, Kentucky. The
Commission will use this environmental
document in its decision-making
process to determine whether the
project is in the public convenience and
necessity.

This notice announces the opening of
the scoping process the Commission
will use to gather input from the public
and interested agencies regarding the
project. As part of the National
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA)
review process, the Commission takes
into account concerns the public may
have about proposals and the
environmental effects that could result
from its action whenever it considers
the issuance of a Certificate of Public
Convenience and Necessity. This
gathering of public input is referred to
as “‘scoping.” The main goal of the
scoping process is to focus the analysis
in the environmental document on the
important environmental issues.
Additional information about the
Commission’s NEPA process is
described below in the NEPA Process
and Environmental Document section of
this notice.

By this notice, the Commission
requests public comments on the scope
of issues to address in the
environmental document. To ensure
that your comments are timely and
properly recorded, please submit your
comments so that the Commission
receives them in Washington, DC on or
before 5:00 p.m. Eastern Time on
February 6, 2026. Comments may be
submitted in written or oral form.
Further details on how to submit
comments are provided in the Public
Participation section of this notice.

Your comments should focus on the
potential environmental effects,
reasonable alternatives, and measures to
avoid or lessen environmental effects.
Your input will help the Commission


http://www.ferc.gov/docs-filing/esubscription.asp
http://www.ferc.gov/docs-filing/esubscription.asp
http://www.ferc.gov

Federal Register/Vol. 91, No. 8/ Tuesday, January 13, 2026/ Notices

1303

staff determine what issues they need to
evaluate in the environmental
document. Commission staff will
consider all written or oral comments
during the preparation of the
environmental document.

If you submitted comments on this
project to the Commission before the
opening of this docket on November 17,
2026, you will need to file those
comments in Docket No. CP26-25-000
to ensure they are considered as part of
this proceeding.

This notice is being sent to the
Commission’s current environmental
mailing list for this project. State and
local government representatives should
notify their constituents of this
proposed project and encourage them to
comment on their areas of concern.

If you are a landowner receiving this
notice, a pipeline company
representative may contact you about
the acquisition of an easement to
construct, operate, and maintain the
proposed facilities. The company would
seek to negotiate a mutually acceptable
easement agreement. You are not
required to enter into an agreement.
However, if the Commission approves
the project, the Natural Gas Act conveys
the right of eminent domain to the
company. Therefore, if you and the
company do not reach an easement
agreement, the pipeline company could
initiate condemnation proceedings in
court. In such instances, compensation

would be determined by a judge in
accordance with state law. The
Commission does not subsequently
grant, exercise, or oversee the exercise
of that eminent domain authority. The
courts have exclusive authority to
handle eminent domain cases; the
Commission has no jurisdiction over
these matters.

Columbia provided landowners with
a fact sheet prepared by the FERC
entitled “An Interstate Natural Gas
Facility On My Land? What Do I Need
To Know?” which addresses typically
asked questions, including the use of
eminent domain and how to participate
in the Commission’s proceedings. This
fact sheet along with other landowner
topics of interest are available for
viewing on the FERC website
(www.ferc.gov) under the Natural Gas,
Landowner Topics link.

Public Participation

There are four methods you can use
to submit your comments to the
Commission. Please carefully follow
these instructions so that your
comments are properly recorded. The
Commission encourages electronic filing
of comments and has staff available to
assist you at (866) 208—3676 or
FercOnlineSupport@ferc.gov.

(1) You can file your comments
electronically using the eComment
feature, which is located on the
Commission’s website (www.ferc.gov)
under the link to FERC Online. Using

eComment is an easy method for
submitting brief, text-only comments on
a project;

(2) You can file your comments
electronically by using the eFiling
feature, which is also on the
Commission’s website (www.ferc.gov)
under the link to FERC Online. With
eFiling, you can provide comments in a
variety of formats by attaching them as
a file with your submission. New
eFiling users must first create an
account by clicking on ‘“‘eRegister.” You
will be asked to select the type of filing
you are making; a comment on a
particular project is considered a
“Comment on a Filing”’;

(3) You can file a paper copy of your
comments by mailing them to the
Commission. Be sure to reference the
project docket number (CP26-25-000)
on your letter. Submissions sent via the
U.S. Postal Service must be addressed
to: Debbie-Anne A. Reese, Secretary,
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission,
888 First Street NE, Room 1A,
Washington, DC 20426. Submissions
sent via any other carrier must be
addressed to: Debbie-Anne A. Reese,
Secretary, Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission, 12225 Wilkins Avenue,
Rockville, MD 20852; or

(4) In lieu of sending written
comments, the Commission invites you
to attend one of the public scoping
sessions its staff will conduct in the
project area, scheduled as follows:

Date and time

Location

Wednesday, January 28, 2026, 5:00—
7:00 p.m.

Thursday, January 29, 2026, 5:00-7:00
p.m.

YMCA The Center—For Kids, 420 Chenault Drive, Maysville, KY 41056, 1-606—-584—6462.

Simons Middle School, 242 W Water Street, Flemingsburg, KY 41041, 1-606—-782—-0139.

The primary goal of these scoping
sessions is to have you identify the
specific environmental issues and
concerns that should be considered in
the environmental document.
Individual oral comments will be taken
on a one-on-one basis with a court
reporter. This format is designed to
receive the maximum amount of oral
comments in a convenient way during
the timeframe allotted.

Each scoping session is scheduled
from 5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. Eastern
Time. You may arrive at any time after
5:00 p.m. There will not be a formal
presentation by Commission staff when
the session opens. If you wish to speak,
the Commission staff will hand out
numbers in the order of your arrival.
Comments will be taken until 7:00 p.m.
However, if no additional numbers have
been handed out and all individuals

who wish to provide comments have
had an opportunity to do so, staff may
conclude the session at 6:30 p.m. Please
see appendix 1 for additional
information on the session format and
conduct.?

Your oral comments will be recorded
by a court reporter (with FERC staff or
representative present) and become part
of the public record for this proceeding.
Transcripts will be publicly available on
FERC’s eLibrary system (see the last
page of this notice for instructions on
using eLibrary). If a significant number

1The appendices referenced in this notice will
not appear in the Federal Register. Copies of the
appendices were sent to all those receiving this
notice in the mail and are available at www.ferc.gov
using the link called “eLibrary.” For instructions on
connecting to eLibrary, refer to the last page of this
notice. For assistance, contact FERC at
FERCOnlineSupport@ferc.gov or call toll free, (886)
208-3676 or TTY (202) 502—8659.

of people are interested in providing
oral comments in the one-on-one
settings, a time limit of 5 minutes may
be implemented for each commentor.
Although there will not be a formal
presentation, Commission staff will be
available throughout the scoping session
to answer your questions about the
environmental review process.
Representatives from Columbia will also
be present to answer project-specific
questions.

It is important to note that the
Commission provides equal
consideration to all comments received,
whether filed in written form or
provided orally at a scoping session.

Additionally, the Commission offers a
free service called eSubscription which
makes it easy to stay informed of all
issuances and submittals regarding the
dockets/projects to which you
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subscribe. These instant email
notifications are the fastest way to
receive notification and provide a link
to the document files which can reduce
the amount of time you spend
researching proceedings. Go to https://
www.ferc.gov/ferc-online/overview to
register for eSubscription.

For public inquiries and assistance
with making filings such as
interventions, comments, or requests for
rehearing, contact the Office of Public
Participation at (202)502—6595 or OPP@
ferc.gov.

Summary of the Proposed Project

The Maysville Project would supply
340,000 dekatherms per day of natural
gas transportation capacity to the East
Kentucky Power Cooperative’s Hugh L.
Spurlock Power Station.

The Maysville Project would consist
of the following facilities:

e 42 miles of new 30-inch-diameter
natural gas pipeline in Rowan, Fleming,
and Mason Counties, Kentucky;

¢ a proposed tie-in to the Columbia
Gulf Mainline in Rowan County,
Kentucky, including the installation of a
new 36-inch by 30-inch bidirectional
pig launcher/receiver; 2

e a new meter station (i.e., North
Maysville Delivery Meter Station) in
Mason County, Kentucky, including a
tie-in to East Kentucky Power
Cooperative’s Hugh L. Spurlock Power
Station and installation of a new 36-
inch by 30-inch bidirectional pig
launcher/receiver; and

e three new 30-inch-diameter
mainline valves (MLVs) along the
proposed 30-inch-diameter pipeline.

The general location of the project
facilities is shown in appendix 2.

Land Requirements for Construction

Construction of the proposed facilities
would disturb about 770 acres of land
for the aboveground facilities and the
pipeline. Following construction,
Columbia would maintain about 260
acres for permanent operation of the
project’s facilities; the remaining
acreage would be restored and revert to
former uses. About 31 percent of the
proposed pipeline route are within or
adjacent to existing corridors which will
include the overlapping of temporary
workspace with existing easements.

NEPA Process and the Environmental
Document

Any environmental document issued
by the Commission will discuss impacts

2 A “pig” is a tool that the pipeline company
inserts into and pushes through the pipeline for
cleaning the pipeline, conducting internal
inspections, or other purposes. A launcher/receiver
is where the pig is inserted into/retrieved from the
pipeline.

that could occur as a result of the
construction and operation of the
proposed project under the relevant
general resource areas:

¢ geology and soils;
water resources and wetlands;
vegetation and wildlife;
threatened and endangered species;
cultural resources;
land use;
air quality and noise; and

o reliability and safety.

Commission staff will also evaluate
reasonable alternatives to the proposed
project or portions of the project and
make recommendations on how to
lessen or avoid effects on the various
resource areas. Your comments will
help Commission staff identify and
focus on the issues that might have an
effect on the human environment and
potentially eliminate others from further
study and discussion in the
environmental document.

Following this scoping period,
Commission staff will determine
whether to prepare an Environmental
Assessment (EA) or an Environmental
Impact Statement (EIS). The EA or the
EIS will present Commission staff’s
independent analysis of the issues. If
Commission staff prepares an EA, a
Notice of Schedule for the Preparation
of an Environmental Assessment will be
issued. The EA may be issued for an
allotted public comment period. The
Commission would consider timely
comments on the EA before making its
decision regarding the proposed project.
If Commission staff prepares an EIS, a
Notice of Intent to Prepare an EIS/
Notice of Schedule will be issued,
which will open up an additional
comment period. Staff will then prepare
a draft EIS which will be issued for
public comment. Commission staff will
consider all timely comments received
during the comment period on the draft
EIS and revise the document, as
necessary, before issuing a final EIS.
Any EA or draft and final EIS will be
available in electronic format in the
public record through eLibrary 3 and the
Commission’s natural gas
environmental documents web page
(https://www.ferc.gov/industries-data/
natural-gas/environment/
environmental-documents). If
eSubscribed, you will receive instant
email notification when the
environmental document is issued.

With this notice, the Commission is
asking agencies with jurisdiction by law
and/or special expertise with respect to
the environmental issues of this project
to formally cooperate in the preparation

3For instructions on connecting to eLibrary, refer
to the last page of this notice.

of the environmental document.*
Agencies that would like to request
cooperating agency status should follow
the instructions for filing comments
provided under the Public Participation
section of this notice.

Consultation Under Section 106 of the
National Historic Preservation Act

In accordance with the Advisory
Council on Historic Preservation’s
implementing regulations for section
106 of the National Historic
Preservation Act, the Commission is
using this notice to initiate consultation
with the applicable State Historic
Preservation Office(s), and to solicit
their views and those of other
government agencies, interested Indian
tribes, and the public on the project’s
potential effects on historic properties.5
The environmental document for this
project will document findings on the
impacts on historic properties and
summarize the status of consultations
under section 106.

Environmental Mailing List

The environmental mailing list
includes federal, state, and local
government representatives and
agencies; elected officials;
environmental and public interest
groups; Native American Tribes; other
interested parties; and local libraries
and newspapers. This list also includes
all affected landowners (as defined in
the Commission’s regulations) who are
potential right-of-way grantors, whose
property may be used temporarily for
project purposes, or who own homes
within certain distances of aboveground
facilities, and anyone who submits
comments on the project and includes a
mailing address with their comments.
Commission staff will update the
environmental mailing list as the
analysis proceeds to ensure that
Commission notices related to this
environmental review are sent to all
individuals, organizations, and
government entities interested in and/or
potentially affected by the proposed
project.

If you need to make changes to your
name/address, or if you would like to
remove your name from the mailing list,
please complete one of the following
steps:

4 Cooperating agency responsibilities are
addressed in Section 107(a)(3) of NEPA (42 U.S.C.
4336(a)(3)).

5The Advisory Council on Historic Preservation’s
regulations are at Title 36, Code of Federal
Regulations, Part 800. Those regulations define
historic properties as any prehistoric or historic
district, site, building, structure, or object included
in or eligible for inclusion in the National Register
of Historic Places.
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(1) Send an email to
GasProjectAddressChange@ferc.gov
stating your request. You must include
the docket number CP26-25-000 in
your request. If you are requesting a
change to your address, please be sure
to include your name and the correct
address. If you are requesting to delete
your address from the mailing list,
please include your name and address
as it appeared on this notice. This email
address is unable to accept comments.

OR

(2) Return the attached “Mailing List
Update Form” (appendix 3).

Additional Information

Additional information about the
project is available from the FERC
website at www.ferc.gov using the
eLibrary link. Click on the eLibrary link,
click on “General Search” and enter the
docket number in the “Docket Number”
field. Be sure you have selected an
appropriate date range. For assistance,
please contact FERC Online Support at
FercOnlineSupport@ferc.gov or (866)
208-3676, or for TTY, contact (202)
502—-8659. The eLibrary link also
provides access to the texts of all formal
documents issued by the Commission,
such as orders, notices, and
rulemakings.

Public sessions or site visits will be
posted on the Commission’s calendar
located at https://www.ferc.gov/news-
events/events along with other related
information.

(Authority: 18 CFR 2.1)
Dated: January 7, 2026.
Debbie-Anne A. Reese,
Secretary.
[FR Doc. 2026—00404 Filed 1-12—-26; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 6717-01-P

DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY

Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission

[Docket No. CP26—-4-000]

Transcontinental Gas Pipe Line
Company, LLC; Notice of Schedule for
the Preparation of an Environmental
Assessment for the North Padre Island
Lateral Abandonment Project

On October 8, 2025, Transcontinental
Gas Pipe Line Company, LLC (Transco)
filed an application in Docket No.
CP26—4-000 requesting a Certificate of
Public Convenience and Necessity
pursuant to Section 7(b) of the Natural
Gas Act to abandon certain natural gas
pipeline facilities. The proposed project
is known as the North Padre Island
Lateral Abandonment Project (Project)

and would abandon approximately 50
miles of 24-inch-diameter interstate
natural gas transmission pipeline and
associated facilities in Brooks, Jim
Wells, Kenedy, and Kleberg Counties,
Texas.

On October 23, 2025, the Federal
Energy Regulatory Commission
(Commission or FERC) issued its Notice
of Application for the Project. Among
other things, that notice alerted agencies
issuing federal authorizations of the
requirement to complete all necessary
reviews and to reach a final decision on
a request for a federal authorization
within 90 days of the date of issuance
of the Commission staff’s environmental
document for the Project.

This notice identifies Commission
staff’s intention to prepare an
environmental assessment (EA) for the
Project and the planned schedule for the
completion of the environmental
review.! The EA will be issued for a 30-
day comment period.

Schedule for Environmental Review

Issuance of EA April 22, 2026
90-day Federal Authorization Decision

Deadline? July 21, 2026

If a schedule change becomes
necessary, additional notice will be
provided so that the relevant agencies
are kept informed of the Project’s
progress.

Project Description

As described above, Transco proposes
to abandon approximately 50 miles of
24-inch-diameter, interstate natural gas
transmission pipeline and associated
facilities in Brooks, Jim Wells, Kenedy,
and Kleberg Counties, Texas. Beginning
in Brooks County, Texas, Transco’s
existing pipeline extends across the
Padre Island National Seashore into the
Gulf of America and would mostly be
abandoned in-place (45 miles). With
exceptions, small segments of the
pipeline would be abandoned by
removal per landowner easement
agreements, under state and federal
highways, railroad crossings, and land
managed by the Texas General Land
Office (5 miles). Transco would also
abandon a non-jurisdictional

1 For tracking purposes under the National

Environmental Policy Act, the unique identification
number for documents relating to this
environmental review is EAXX—019-20-000—
1765189170.

2The Commission’s deadline applies to the
decisions of other federal agencies, and state
agencies acting under federally delegated authority,
that are responsible for federal authorizations,
permits, and other approvals necessary for
proposed projects under the Natural Gas Act. Per
18 CFR 157.22(a), the Commission’s deadline for
other agency’s decisions applies unless a schedule
is otherwise established by federal law.

dehydration and storage facility (Station
14) in Brooks County, Texas. According
to Transco, its Project would eliminate
costs and risks associated with
maintenance of these facilities.

Background

On November 19, 2025, the
Commission issued a Notice of Scoping
Period Requesting Comments on
Environmental Issues for the Proposed
North Padre Island Lateral
Abandonment Project (Notice of
Scoping). The Notice of Scoping was
sent to affected landowners; federal,
state, and local government agencies;
elected officials; environmental and
public interest groups; Native American
tribes; other interested parties; and local
libraries and newspapers. In response to
the Notice of Scoping, the Commission
received comments from the
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)
and the National Park Service (NPS). In
its comments, EPA recommends that
Project effects on air and water quality
be addressed. The NPS would like to
participate in the development of the
EA as it pertains to the abandonment of
facilities on NPS lands. All substantive
comments will be addressed in the EA.

Additional Information

In order to receive notification of the
issuance of the EA and to keep track of
formal issuances and submittals in
specific dockets, the Commission offers
a free service called eSubscription. This
service provides automatic notification
of filings made to subscribed dockets,
document summaries, and direct links
to the documents. Go to https://
www.ferc.gov/ferc-online/overview to
register for eSubscription.

For public inquiries and assistance
with making filings such as
interventions, comments, or requests for
rehearing, contact the Office of Public
Participation at (202) 502—6595 or OPP@
ferc.gov.

Additional information about the
Project is available from the FERC
website (www.ferc.gov). Using the
“eLibrary” link, select “General Search”
from the eLibrary menu, enter the
selected date range and ‘“Docket
Number” excluding the last three digits
(i.e., CP26—4), and follow the
instructions. For assistance with access
to eLibrary, the helpline can be reached
at (866) 208—-3676, TTY (202) 502—-8659,
or at FERCOnlineSupport@ferc.gov. The
eLibrary link on the FERC website also
provides access to the texts of formal
documents issued by the Commission,
such as orders, notices, and rule
makings.

(Authority: 18 CFR 2.1)
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Dated: January 7, 2026.
Debbie-Anne A. Reese,
Secretary.
[FR Doc. 2026—00406 Filed 1-12—-26; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 6717-01-P

DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY

Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission

Combined Notice of Filings #3

Take notice that the Commission
received the following electric rate
filings:

Docket Numbers: ER10-2739-040;
ER10-1631-024; ER10-1854-024;
ER10-1892-027; ER10-2468-006;
ER10-2596-018; ER10-2597-008;
ER10-2678-024; ER10-2744-025;
ER11-113-019; ER11-3320-024; ER11-
3321-016; ER11-4694-015; ER12-1680—
016; ER12-2200-013; ER13-2316-022;
ER14-19-023; ER14-1219-018; ER14—
2548-014; ER16-1732-018; ER16—-2405—
018; ER16-2406-019; ER17-989-017;
ER17-990-017; ER17-992—-017; ER17—
993-017; ER17-1946-017; ER17-1947—
010; ER17-2084-009; ER18-95—-014;
ER19-2557-005; ER20-660—-014; ER20—
967-007; ER20-1440-010; ER21-44—
009; ER22-425-007; ER22—-937-006;
ER22-938-006; ER22-1241-006; ER23—
618-005; ER23-1829-004; ER24-438—
003; ER24-671-002; ER24—-1687-003;
ER24-2139-003; ER24-2920-002;
ER25-25-002; ER25-1233-002; ER25—
2508-001.

Applicants: LPH Marketing, LLC,
Algonquin Energy Services Inc.
Hunterstown Generation, LLC,
Clearview Solar I, LLC, Capon Bridge
Solar, LLC, Carvers Creek LLC, Helix
Ravenswood, LLC, Jade Meadow LLC,
Shady Oaks Wind 2, LLC, Sandy Ridge
Wind 2, LLC,REV Energy Marketing,
LLC, New Market Solar ProjectCo 2,
LLC, New Market Solar ProjectCo 1,
LLC, Enerwise Global Technologies,
LLC, Altavista Solar, LLC, Yards Creek
Energy, LLC, Great Bay Solar II, LLC,
Bolt Energy Marketing, LLC, Missisquoi,
LLC, Buchanan Energy Services
Company, LLC, Great Bay Solar 1, LLC,
Helix Maine Wind Development, LLC,
Helix Ironwood, LLC, Bath County
Energy, LLC, Springdale Energy, LLC,
Gans Energy, LLC, Chambersburg
Energy, LLC, Rockford Power, LLC,
Rockford Power II, LLC, Aurora
Generation, LLC, Ocean State Power,
Armstrong Power, LLC, West Deptford
Energy, LLC, Seneca Generation, LLC,
Mehoopany Wind Energy LLC, Minonk
Wind, LLC, GSG 6, LLC, Wallingford
Energy LLC, LSP University Park, LLC,
Sandy Ridge Wind, LLC, Riverside

Generating Company, L.L.C., Troy
Energy, LLC, Fowler Ridge III Wind
Farm LLC, Fowler Ridge II Wind Farm
LLG, Fowler Ridge Wind Farm LLGC,
Columbia Energy LLC, Doswell Limited
Partnership, University Park Energy,
LLG, LS Power Marketing, LLC.

Description: Triennial Market Power
Analysis for Northeast Region of LS
Power Marketing, LLC, et al.

Filed Date: 12/31/25.

Accession Number: 20251231-5508.

Comment Date: 5 p.m. ET 1/21/26.

Docket Numbers: ER19-119-005;
ER19-2476-005; ER20—1799-004;
ER20-1800-004; ER20-1801-005.

Applicants: Techren Solar V Lectern
Solar IV LLC, Techren Solar III LLC,
Techren Solar IT LLC, Techren Solar I
LLC.

Description: Triennial Market Power
Analysis for Northwest Region of
Techren Solar I LLC, et al.

Filed Date: 12/30/25.

Accession Number: 20251230-5496.

Comment Date: 5 p.m. ET 3/2/26.

Docket Numbers: ER22-941-002;
ER13-1816-028; ER19—1044-008;
ER20-2717-004; ER22-942-002; ER22—
943-002.

Applicants: Wheat Field Wind Power
Project LLC, Sagebrush Power Partners,
LLG, Crossing Trails Wind Power
Project LLC, Telocaset Wind Power
Partners, LLC, Sustaining Power
Solutions LLC, Arlington Wind Power
Project LLC.

Description: Triennial Market Power
Analysis for Northwest Region of
Arlington Wind Power Project LLC, et
al.

Filed Date: 12/31/25.

Accession Number: 20251231-5507.

Comment Date: 5 p.m. ET 3/2/26.

Docket Numbers: ER26—-968—-000.

Applicants: Midcontinent
Independent System Operator, Inc.,
Ameren Transmission Company of
Mlinois.

Description: § 205(d) Rate Filing:
Ameren Transmission Company of
Ilinois submits tariff filing per
35.13(a)(2)(iii: 2026—01-07_SA 4045
Termination ATXI-Sikeston
Construction Agreement to be effective
3/9/2026.

Filed Date: 1/7/26.

Accession Number: 20260107-5155.

Comment Date: 5 p.m. ET 1/28/26.

The filings are accessible in the
Commission’s eLibrary system (https://
elibrary.ferc.gov/idmws/search/
fercgensearch.asp) by querying the
docket number.

Any person desiring to intervene, to
protest, or to answer a complaint in any
of the above proceedings must file in
accordance with Rules 211, 214, or 206

of the Commission’s Regulations (18
CFR 385.211, 385.214, or 385.206) on or
before 5:00 p.m. Eastern time on the
specified comment date. Protests may be
considered, but intervention is
necessary to become a party to the
proceeding.

eFiling is encouraged. More detailed
information relating to filing
requirements, interventions, protests,
service, and qualifying facilities filings
can be found at: http://www.ferc.gov/
docs-filing/efiling/filing-req.pdf. For
other information, call (866) 208—3676
(toll free). For TTY, call (202) 502—-8659.

For public inquiries and assistance
with making filings such as
interventions, comments, or requests for
rehearing, contact the Office of Public
Participation at (202) 502—6595 or OPP@
ferc.gov.

Dated: January 7, 2026.
Debbie-Anne A. Reese,
Secretary.
[FR Doc. 2026-00398 Filed 1-12-26; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 6717-01-P

DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY

Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission

[Docket No. CP26—-11-000]

Columbia Gulf Transmission, LLC;
Notice of Schedule for the Preparation
of an Environmental Assessment for
the Pulaski Project

On October 15, 2025, Columbia Gulf
Transmission, LLC (Columbia) filed an
application in Docket No. CP26-11-000
requesting a Certificate of Public
Convenience and Necessity pursuant to
Section 7(c) of the Natural Gas Act to
construct and operate certain natural gas
pipeline facilities. The proposed project
is known as the Pulaski Project (Project)
and would service new and existing
generation resources at the John S.
Cooper Power Station and supply 253
million standard cubic feet per day of
natural gas transportation.

On October 29, 2025, the Federal
Energy Regulatory Commission
(Commission or FERC) issued its Notice
of Application for the Project. Among
other things, that notice alerted agencies
issuing federal authorizations of the
requirement to complete all necessary
reviews and to reach a final decision on
a request for a federal authorization
within 90 days of the date of issuance
of the Commission staff’s environmental
document for the Project.

This notice identifies Commission
staff’s intention to prepare an
environmental assessment (EA) for the
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Project and the planned schedule for the
completion of the environmental
review.! The EA will be issued for a 30-
day comment period.

Schedule for Environmental Review

Issuance of EA June 22, 2026
90-day Federal Authorization Decision
Deadline 2 September 20, 2026
If a schedule change becomes
necessary, additional notice will be
provided so that the relevant agencies
are kept informed of the Project’s
progress.

Project Description

Columbia proposes to install and
operate 41.3 miles of new 30-inch-
diameter natural gas pipeline from
Lincoln County Kentucky to the new
South Somerset Delivery Meter Station
located in Pulaski County, Kentucky,
with additional aboveground facilities.
The Pulaski Project would provide
about 253 million standard cubic feet of
natural gas per day to the John S.
Cooper Power Station in Pulaski
County, Kentucky. According to
Columbia, its project would service its
new and existing generation resources.

Background

On November 24, 2025, the
Commission issued a Notice of Scoping
Period Requesting Comments on
Environmental Issues for the Proposed
Pulaski Project and Notice of Public
Scoping Session (Notice of Scoping).
The Notice of Scoping was sent to
affected landowners; federal, state, and
local government agencies; elected
officials; environmental and public
interest groups; Native American tribes;
other interested parties; and local
libraries and newspapers. In response to
the Notice of Scoping, the Commission
received comments from eleven
landowners. The primary issues raised
by the commenters are water quality
after the Project, pipeline leaks, health
and safety of the community, and
impacts on natural resources. All
substantive comments will be addressed
in the EA.

Additional Information

In order to receive notification of the
issuance of the EA and to keep track of

1For tracking purposes under the National
Environmental Policy Act, the unique identification
number for documents relating to this
environmental review is EA CP26—11-000.

2The Commission’s deadline applies to the
decisions of other federal agencies, and state
agencies acting under federally delegated authority,
that are responsible for federal authorizations,
permits, and other approvals necessary for
proposed projects under the Natural Gas Act. Per
18 CFR 157.22(a), the Commission’s deadline for
other agency’s decisions applies unless a schedule
is otherwise established by federal law.

formal issuances and submittals in
specific dockets, the Commission offers
a free service called eSubscription. This
service provides automatic notification
of filings made to subscribed dockets,
document summaries, and direct links
to the documents. Go to https://
www.ferc.gov/ferc-online/overview to
register for eSubscription.

For public inquiries and assistance
with making filings such as
interventions, comments, or requests for
rehearing, contact the Office of Public
Participation at (202) 502—6595 or OPP@
ferc.gov.

Additional information about the
Project is available from the FERGC
website (www.ferc.gov). Using the
“eLibrary” link, select “General Search”
from the eLibrary menu, enter the
selected date range and ‘“‘Docket
Number” excluding the last three digits
(i.e., CP26-11), and follow the
instructions. For assistance with access
to eLibrary, the helpline can be reached
at (866) 2083676, TTY (202) 502—8659,
or at FERCOnlineSupport@ferc.gov. The
eLibrary link on the FERC website also
provides access to the texts of formal
documents issued by the Commission,
such as orders, notices, and rule
makings.

(Authority: 18 CFR 2.1)
Dated: January 7, 2026.
Debbie-Anne A. Reese,
Secretary.
[FR Doc. 2026—00405 Filed 1-12—-26; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 6717-01-P

DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY

Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission

Combined Notice of Filings

Take notice that the Commission has
received the following Natural Gas
Pipeline Rate and Refund Report filings:

Filings Instituting Proceedings

Docket Numbers: RP26—357—-000.

Applicants: Northern Natural Gas
Company.

Description: § 4(d) Rate Filing:
20260106 Negotiated Rate Filing to be
effective 1/7/2026.

Filed Date: 1/6/26.

Accession Number: 20260106—5142.

Comment Date: 5 p.m. ET 1/20/26.

Docket Numbers: RP26—-358—000.

Applicants: Ruby Pipeline, L.L.C.

Description: § 4(d) Rate Filing: RP
2026—01-06 Negotiated Rate Agreement
to be effective 1/7/2026.

Filed Date: 1/6/26.

Accession Number: 20260106-5147.

Comment Date: 5 p.m. ET 1/20/26.

Docket Numbers: RP26-359—-000.

Applicants: Carolina Gas
Transmission, LLC.

Description: Compliance filing:
CGT—2025 Interruptible Revenue
Sharing Report to be effective N/A.

Filed Date: 1/7/26.

Accession Number: 20260107-5021.

Comment Date: 5 p.m. ET 1/20/26.

Any person desiring to intervene, to
protest, or to answer a complaint in any
of the above proceedings must file in
accordance with Rules 211, 214, or 206
of the Commission’s Regulations (18
CFR 385.211, 385.214, or 385.206) on or
before 5:00 p.m. Eastern time on the
specified comment date. Protests may be
considered, but intervention is
necessary to become a party to the
proceeding. The filings are accessible in
the Commission’s eLibrary system
(https://elibrary.ferc.gov/idmws/search/
fercgensearch.asp) by querying the
docket number.

eFiling is encouraged. More detailed
information relating to filing
requirements, interventions, protests,
service, and qualifying facilities filings
can be found at: http://www.ferc.gov/
docs-filing/efiling/filing-req.pdf. For
other information, call (866) 208—3676
(toll free). For TTY, call (202) 502—8659.

For public inquiries and assistance
with making filings such as
interventions, comments, or requests for
rehearing, the public is encouraged to
contact OPP at (202) 502—6595 or OPP@
ferc.gov.

Dated: January 7, 2026.

Debbie-Anne A. Reese,

Secretary.

[FR Doc. 2026-00408 Filed 1-12-26; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 6717-01-P

DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY

Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission

Combined Notice of Filings

Take notice that the Commission has
received the following Natural Gas
Pipeline Rate and Refund Report filings:

Filings Instituting Proceedings

Docket Numbers: RP26—-360—-000.

Applicants: Tennessee Gas Pipeline
Company, L.L.C.

Description: § 4(d) Rate Filing:
Negotiated Rate Agreements—Shell
Energy North to be effective 11/1/2025.

Filed Date: 1/7/26.

Accession Number: 20260107-5114.

Comment Date: 5 p.m. ET 1/20/26.

Docket Numbers: RP26—-361-000.

Applicants: Northern Natural Gas
Company.
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Description: § 4(d) Rate Filing:
20260107 Negotiated Rate Filing to be
effective 1/8/2026.

Filed Date: 1/7/26.

Accession Number: 20260107-5126.

Comment Date: 5 p.m. ET 1/20/26.

Docket Numbers: RP26-362—000.

Applicants: Iroquois Gas
Transmission System, L.P.

Description: § 4(d) Rate Filing: 1.8.26
Negotiated Rates—DTE Energy Trading,
Inc. H-1830-89 to be effective 1/9/2026.

Filed Date: 1/8/26.

Accession Number: 20260108-5058.

Comment Date: 5 p.m. ET 1/20/26.

Docket Numbers: RP26—363—000.

Applicants: Iroquois Gas
Transmission System, L.P.

Description: § 4(d) Rate Filing: 1.8.26
Negotiated Rates—Emera Energy
Services, Inc. H-2715-89 to be effective
1/9/2026.

Filed Date: 1/8/26.

Accession Number: 20260108-5060.

Comment Date: 5 p.m. ET 1/20/26.

Docket Numbers: RP26—364—-000.

Applicants: Iroquois Gas
Transmission System, L.P.

Description: § 4(d) Rate Filing: 1.8.26
Negotiated Rates—]J. Aron & Company
LLC H-7130-89 to be effective 1/9/
2026.

Filed Date: 1/8/26.

Accession Number: 20260108-5063.

Comment Date: 5 p.m. ET 1/20/26.

Docket Numbers: RP26—365—-000.

Applicants: Iroquois Gas
Transmission System, L.P.

Description: § 4(d) Rate Filing: 1.8.26
Negotiated Rates—Mercuria Energy
America, LLC H-7540-89 to be effective
1/9/2026.

Filed Date: 1/8/26.

Accession Number: 20260108—5067.

Comment Date: 5 p.m. ET 1/20/26.

Docket Numbers: RP26-366—000.

Applicants: Iroquois Gas
Transmission System, L.P.

Description: § 4(d) Rate Filing: 1.8.26
Negotiated Rates—United Energy
Trading, LLC H-5095-89 to be effective
1/9/2026.

Filed Date: 1/8/26.

Accession Number: 20260108-5072.

Comment Date: 5 p.m. ET 1/20/26.

Any person desiring to intervene, to
protest, or to answer a complaint in any
of the above proceedings must file in
accordance with Rules 211, 214, or 206
of the Commission’s Regulations (18
CFR 385.211, 385.214, or 385.206) on or
before 5:00 p.m. Eastern time on the
specified comment date. Protests may be
considered, but intervention is
necessary to become a party to the
proceeding.

The filings are accessible in the
Commission’s eLibrary system (https://

elibrary.ferc.gov/idmws/search/fercgen
search.asp) by querying the docket
number.

eFiling is encouraged. More detailed
information relating to filing
requirements, interventions, protests,
service, and qualifying facilities filings
can be found at: http://www.ferc.gov/
docs-filing/efiling/filing-req.pdf. For
other information, call (866) 208—3676
(toll free). For TTY, call (202) 502—8659.

For public inquiries and assistance
with making filings such as
interventions, comments, or requests for
rehearing, contact the Office of Public
Participation at (202) 502—6595 or OPP@
ferc.gov.

Dated: January 8, 2026.
Carlos D. Clay,
Deputy Secretary.
[FR Doc. 202600471 Filed 1-12-26; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 6717-01-P

DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY

Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission

Combined Notice of Filings #2

Take notice that the Commission
received the following electric corporate
filings:

Docket Numbers: EC25-101-000.

Applicants: Vandolah Power
Company L.L.C., Florida Power & Light
Company.

Description: Informational Report of
Mitigation Proposal of Vandolah Power
Company L.L.C. et al.

Filed Date: 12/19/25.

Accession Number: 20251219-5640.

Comment Date: 5 p.m. ET 1/20/26.

Take notice that the Commission
received the following electric rate
filings:

Docket Numbers: ER10-2822—-032;
ER10-1776-009; ER10-2824-009;
ER10-2825-010; ER10-2831-005;
ER10-2957-010; ER10-2995-010;
ER10-2996-009; ER10-2998-007;
ER10-2999-009; ER10-3000-009;
ER10-3009-011; ER10-3013-010;
ER10-3014-004; ER10-3029-009;
ER11-2196-013; ER17-1243-004;
ER17-1769-006; ER19-2360-008;
ER21-2272-007; ER21-2748-006;
ER21-2847-007; ER22-2173-006;
ER22-2174-006; ER25-1279-001;
ER25-1529-003; ER26-138-001.

Applicants: Leaning Juniper 2B, LLC,
Avangrid Power, LLC, Tower Solar,
LLC, Daybreak Solar, LLC, Bakeoven
Solar, LLC, Montague Solar, LLC, Lund
Hill Solar, LLC, Bracewell LLP, Golden
Hills Wind Farm, LLC, Montague Wind
Power Facility, LLC, Solar Star Oregon

II, LLC, Twin Buttes Wind II LLC, San
Luis Solar LLC, Klondike Wind Power
III LLC, Twin Buttes Wind LLC, Star
Point Wind Project LLC, Pebble Springs
Wind LLC, Klondike Wind Power II
LLC, Klondike Wind Power LLC,
Klamath Generation LLC, Klamath
Energy LLC, Juniper Canyon Wind
Power LLC, Hay Canyon Wind LLC,
Colorado Green Holdings LLC, Big Horn
II Wind Project LLC, Big Horn Wind
Project LLC, Leaning Juniper Wind
Power II LLC, Atlantic Renewable
Projects II LLC.

Description: Triennial Market Power
Analysis for Northwest Region of
Atlantic Renewable Projects II LLC, et
al.

Filed Date: 12/31/25.

Accession Number: 20251231-5500.

Comment Date: 5 p.m. ET 3/2/26.

Docket Numbers: ER12—726-013;
ER18-2158-007; ER22-2703-008.

Applicants: Pattern Energy
Management Services LLC, Stillwater
Wind, LLC, Spring Valley Wind LLC.

Description: Triennial Market Power
Analysis for Northwest Region of Spring
Valley Wind LLC, et al.

Filed Date: 12/31/25.

Accession Number: 20251231-5503.

Comment Date: 5 p.m. ET 3/2/26.

Docket Numbers: ER16—-915-010;
ER10-2201-012; ER10-2861-015;
ER12-1308-018; ER13—291-011; ER13—
1504—-016; ER15-1952—-016; ER16-612—
004; ER16-2520-008; ER17-318-008;
ER19-8-008.

Applicants: Sweetwater Solar, LLC,
Three Peaks Power, LLC, Grand View
PV Solar Two LLC, Greeley Energy
Facility, LLC, Pavant Solar LLC, SWG
Arapahoe, LLC, EnergyMark, LLC,
Palouse Wind, LLC, Fountain Valley
Power, L.L.C., Marina Energy, LLC,
Comanche Solar PV, LLC.

Description: Triennial Market Power
Analysis for Northwest Region of
Comanche Solar PV, LLC, et al.

Filed Date: 12/31/25.

Accession Number: 20251231-5504.

Comment Date: 5 p.m. ET 3/2/26.

Docket Numbers: ER21-1755-017;
ER23-1642-014; ER24-280-006; ER14—
2500-025.

Applicants: Newark Energy Center,
LLC, Hartree-Meadowlands Newark,
LLC, Stored Solar J&«WE, LLC, Hartree
Partners, LP.

Description: Triennial Market Power
Analysis for Northwest Region of
Hartree Partners, LP, et al.

Filed Date: 12/31/25.

Accession Number: 20251231-5505.

Comment Date: 5 p.m. ET 3/2/26.

Docket Numbers: ER24—-1271-006;
ER10-1330-017; ER10-1427-020;
ER10-2460-025; ER10-2461-026;
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ER10-2463-023; ER10-2466-026;
ER10-2895-028; ER10-2917-033;
ER10-2918-028; ER10-2920-028;
ER10-2921-028; ER10-2922-033;
ER10-2966-028; ER10-3167-021;
ER11-2201-031; ER11-2383-030;
ER11-4029-025; ER12-161-036; ER12—
682—-026; ER12-1311-025; ER12—-2068—
025; ER12-2313-015; ER13-17-024;
ER13-203-020; ER13-1613-021; ER13—
2143-021; ER14-1964-025; ER16-141—
014; ER16—-287-019; ER16-355-011;
ER17-482-019; ER17-2336-011; ER19—-
529-027; ER19-1074-027; ER19-1075—
027; ER20-1447-015; ER20-2028-010;
ER22-192-017; ER22—-497-002; ER22—
1010-015; ER22—-2963-004; ER23—-2363—
009; ER23-2481-008; ER24-443-009;
ER24-444-008; ER24-1272-006; ER24—
2271-005; ER24-2272—-004; ER24-2273—
005; ER24-2297-003; ER24-2580-002;
ER24-2603-002; ER25-1127-002;
ER25-1595-002; ER25-2562—-001;
ER25-3130-001.

Applicants: Morgnec Road Solar, LLC,
Sycamore Creek Solar, LLC, Dodson
Creek Solar, LLC, Spring Grove Solar II,
LLC, Fayette Solar, LLC, White Pine
Hydro, LLC, Ross County Solar, LLC,
Jones Farm Lane Solar, LLC, Egypt Road
Solar, LLC, Aspen Road Solar 1, LLC,
Foxglove Solar Project, LLC, Deriva
Energy Beckjord Storage LLC, Deriva
Energy Services, LLC, Crystal Hill Solar,
LLC, HXOap Solar One, LLC,
Yellowbud Solar, LLC, Terraform IWG
Acquisition Holdings II, LLC, NG
Renewables Energy Marketing, LLC,
Evolugen Trading and Marketing LP,
Bitter Ridge Wind Farm, LLC,
Brookfield Energy Marketing US LLC,
Brookfield Renewable Energy Marketing
US LLG, Brookfield Energy Marketing
Inc., Brookfield Renewable Trading and
Marketing LP, Shoreham Solar
Commons LLC, BREG Aggregator LLC,
Colonial Eagle Solar, LLC, BIF III
Holtwood LLC, Conetoe II Solar, LLC,
LSP Safe Harbor Holdings, LLC, Black
Bear Development Holdings, LLC,
Brookfield White Pine Hydro LLC, Black
Bear SO, LLC, Niagara Wind Power,
LLG, Laurel Hill Wind Energy, LLC,
Blue Sky East, LLC, Stetson Holdings,
LLC, Erie Wind, LLC, Bishop Hill
Energy LLC, Vermont Wind, LLC, Safe
Harbor Water Power Corporation,
Evergreen Wind Power III, LLC, Black
Bear Hydro Partners, LLC, Rumford
Falls Hydro LLC, Hawks Nest Hydro
LLC, Great Lakes Hydro America, LLC,
Erie Boulevard Hydropower, L.P., Carr
Street Generating Station, L.P.,
Brookfield Power Piney & Deep Creek
LLC, Bear Swamp Power Company LLC,
Stetson Wind II, LLC, Evergreen Wind
Power, LLC, Canandaigua Power
Partners II, LLC, Canandaigua Power

Partners, LLC, Brookfield Energy
Marketing LP, North Allegheny Wind,
LLC, Alton Post Office Solar, LLC.

Description: Triennial Market Power
Analysis for Northeast Region and
Notice of Non- Material Change in
Status of Alton Post Office Solar, LLC,
et al.

Filed Date: 12/31/25.

Accession Number: 20251231-5506.

Comment Date: 5 p.m. ET 3/2/26.

Docket Numbers: ER25-3511-002.

Applicants: Southwest Power Pool,
Inc.

Description: Tariff Amendment:
3878R1 States Edge Wind I GIA
Amended Filing to be effective 9/15/
2025.

Filed Date: 1/7/26.

Accession Number: 20260107-5055.

Comment Date: 5 p.m. ET 1/28/26.

Docket Numbers: ER25-3512—002.

Applicants: Southwest Power Pool,
Inc.

Description: Tariff Amendment:
3879R1 States Edge Wind I GIA
Amended Filing to be effective 9/15/
2025.

Filed Date: 1/7/26.

Accession Number: 20260107-5057.

Comment Date: 5 p.m. ET 1/28/26.

Docket Numbers: ER25-3513-002.

Applicants: Southwest Power Pool,
Inc.

Description: Tariff Amendment:
3880R1 States Edge Wind I GIA
Amended Filing to be effective 9/15/
2025.

Filed Date: 1/7/26.

Accession Number: 20260107-5065.

Comment Date: 5 p.m. ET 1/28/26.

Docket Numbers: ER26—963—-000.

Applicants: Southwest Power Pool,
Inc.

Description: § 205(d) Rate Filing:
OG&E Formula Rate Revisions to
Incorporate Changes Accepted in ER26—
379-000 to be effective 1/1/2026.

Filed Date: 1/7/26.

Accession Number: 20260107-5063.

Comment Date: 5 p.m. ET 1/28/26.

Docket Numbers: ER26—964—000.

Applicants: Midcontinent
Independent System Operator, Inc.

Description: § 205(d) Rate Filing:
2026-01-07 SA 4654 Entergy AR-
SWPA IOA Certificate of Concurrence to
be effective 1/1/2026.

Filed Date: 1/7/26.

Accession Number: 20260107-5067.

Comment Date: 5 p.m. ET 1/28/26.

Docket Numbers: ER26—965-000.

Applicants: Alabama Power
Company, Georgia Power Company,
Mississippi Power Company.

Description: Tariff Amendment:
Alabama Power Company submits tariff

filing per 35.15: Sandhills 2 Solar
Amended and Restated LGIA
Termination Filing to be effective 1/7/
2026.

Filed Date: 1/7/26.
Accession Number: 20260107-5069.
Comment Date: 5 p.m. ET 1/28/26.

Docket Numbers: ER26—966—000.

Applicants: NSTAR Electric
Company.

Description: Tariff Amendment:
Cancellation- Preliminary Engineering
Design Agreement Mayflower Wind
Energy LLC to be effective 1/8/2026.

Filed Date: 1/7/26.
Accession Number: 20260107-5076.
Comment Date: 5 p.m. ET 1/28/26.

Docket Numbers: ER26—-967—-000.

Applicants: Portland General Electric
Company.

Description: § 205(d) Rate Filing:
OATT Section 15.7 and 28.5
Conformance Filing to be effective 12/
10/2025.

Filed Date: 1/7/26.
Accession Number: 20260107-5106.
Comment Date: 5 p.m. ET 1/28/26.

The filings are accessible in the
Commission’s eLibrary system (https://
elibrary.ferc.gov/idmws/search/
fercgensearch.asp) by querying the
docket number.

Any person desiring to intervene, to
protest, or to answer a complaint in any
of the above proceedings must file in
accordance with Rules 211, 214, or 206
of the Commission’s Regulations (18
CFR 385.211, 385.214, or 385.206) on or
before 5:00 p.m. Eastern time on the
specified comment date. Protests may be
considered, but intervention is
necessary to become a party to the
proceeding.

eFiling is encouraged. More detailed
information relating to filing
requirements, interventions, protests,
service, and qualifying facilities filings
can be found at: http://www.ferc.gov/
docs-filing/efiling/filing-req.pdf. For
other information, call (866) 208—3676
(toll free). For TTY, call (202) 502—-8659.

For public inquiries and assistance
with making filings such as
interventions, comments, or requests for
rehearing, contact the Office of Public
Participation at (202) 502—6595 or OPP@
ferc.gov.

Dated: January 7, 2026.
Debbie-Anne A. Reese,
Secretary.
[FR Doc. 2026-00399 Filed 1-12-26; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 6717-01-P
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DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY

Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission

Combined Notice of Filings #1

Take notice that the Commission
received the following exempt
wholesale generator filings:

Docket Numbers: EG26—124-000.

Applicants: Cape Generating Station 3
LLC.

Description: Cape Generating Station
3 LLC submits Notice of Self-
Certification of Exempt Wholesale
Generator Status.

Filed Date: 1/8/26.

Accession Number: 20260108-5108.

Comment Date: 5 p.m. ET 1/29/26.

Docket Numbers: EG26—125-000.

Applicants: Cape Generating Station 5
LLC.

Description: Cape Generating Station
5 LLC submits Notice of Self-
Certification of Exempt Wholesale
Generator Status.

Filed Date: 1/8/26.

Accession Number: 20260108-5109.

Comment Date: 5 p.m. ET 1/29/26.

Take notice that the Commission
received the following electric rate
filings:

Docket Numbers: ER23-921-005;
ER10-1328-008; ER10-1331-008;
ER10-1332-008; ER10-1427-019;
ER10-2522-009; ER10-2567-009;
ER19-529-026; ER19-1074-026; ER19—
1075-026; ER19-2684—-006; ER22—-192—
016; ER22-1019-006; ER22-2042-006;
ER23-1939-005; ER24-957—-004; ER24—
1449-005; ER24-2467-006; ER25-567—
003.

Applicants: BR Pacific Hydro Power
LLC, Spanish Peaks Solar LLC, Goose
Prairie Solar LLC, Franklin Solar LLC,
Pike Solar LLC, Jackpot Holdings, LLC,
Powell River Energy Inc., Evolugen
Trading and Marketing LP, Palmer
Solar, LLC, Brookfield Renewable
Energy Marketing US LLC, Brookfield
Energy Marketing Inc., Brookfield
Renewable Trading and Marketing LP,
Kit Carson Windpower, LLC, Top of the
World Wind Energy, LLC, Brookfield
Energy Marketing LP, Three Buttes
Windpower, LLC, Silver Sage
Windpower, LLC, Happy Jack
Windpower, LLC, Black Mesa Energy,
LLC.

Description: Triennial Market Power
Analysis for Northwest Region of Black
Mesa Energy, LLC, et al.

Filed Date: 12/31/25.

Accession Number: 20251231-5502.

Comment Date: 5 p.m. ET 3/2/26.

Docket Numbers: ER26—-129-001.

Applicants: NorthWestern Colstrip
370Pu LLC.

Description: Tariff Amendment:
Baseline Cost Based Rate Tariff to be
effective 1/1/2026.

Filed Date: 1/7/26.

Accession Number: 20260107-5173.

Comment Date: 5 p.m. ET 1/28/26.

Docket Numbers: ER26—411-001.

Applicants: NorthWestern Colstrip
370Pu LLC.

Description: Tariff Amendment:
Master PPA and Confirmation with
Mercuria Energy America to be effective
1/1/2026.

Filed Date: 1/8/26.

Accession Number: 20260108-5053.

Comment Date: 5 p.m. ET 1/29/26.

Docket Numbers: ER26-629-000.

Applicants: Cartwright Solar II LLC.

Description: Amendment to 12/01/
2025 Cartwright Solar II LLC tariff filing.

Filed Date: 1/7/26.

Accession Number: 20260107-5162.

Comment Date: 5 p.m. ET 1/20/26.

Docket Numbers: ER26—969-000.

Applicants: Southwest Power Pool,
Inc.

Description: § 205(d) Rate Filing:
3026R2 Steele Flats Wind I GIA to be
effective 12/11/2025.

Filed Date: 1/8/26.

Accession Number: 20260108-5001.

Comment Date: 5 p.m. ET 1/29/26.

Docket Numbers: ER26—-970-000.

Applicants: Midcontinent
Independent System Operator, Inc.,
Michigan Electric Transmission
Company, LLC.

Description: § 205(d) Rate Filing:
Michigan Electric Transmission
Company, LLC submits tariff filing per
35.13(a)(2)(iii: 2026—01-08_SA 4650
METC-Consumers Energy E&P (J2611) to
be effective 12/18/2025.

Filed Date: 1/8/26.

Accession Number: 20260108-5030.

Comment Date: 5 p.m. ET 1/29/26.

Docket Numbers: ER26—971-000.

Applicants: Midcontinent
Independent System Operator, Inc.,
Ameren Illinois Company.

Description: § 205(d) Rate Filing:
Ameren Illinois Company submits tariff
filing per 35.13(a)(2)(iii: 2026—01-08_
SA 4653 Ameren Illinois-IMEA-Bethany
WCA to be effective 3/10/2026.

Filed Date: 1/8/26.

Accession Number: 20260108-5031.

Comment Date: 5 p.m. ET 1/29/26.

Docket Numbers: ER26—-972-000.

Applicants: Midcontinent
Independent System Operator, Inc.

Description: § 205(d) Rate Filing:
2026-01-08_SA 4647 ITC Midwest-
Interstate Power and Light GIA (E0015)
to be effective 12/22/2025.

Filed Date: 1/8/26.

Accession Number: 20260108-5042.

Comment Date: 5 p.m. ET 1/29/26.

Docket Numbers: ER26—973-000.

Applicants: Midcontinent
Independent System Operator, Inc.

Description: § 205(d) Rate Filing:
2026—01-08_SA 4648 ITC Midwest-
Interstate Power and Light JTIQ CA
(E0015) to be effective 12/23/2025.

Filed Date: 1/8/26.

Accession Number: 20260108-5046.

Comment Date: 5 p.m. ET 1/29/26.

Docket Numbers: ER26-975-000.

Applicants: Solar PV Development
NM 18 I LLC.

Description: Initial rate filing: Filing
of Shared Facilities Agreement and
Request for Waivers to be effective 1/9/
2026.

Filed Date: 1/8/26.

Accession Number: 20260108-5059.

Comment Date: 5 p.m. ET 1/29/26.

Docket Numbers: ER26—976—-000.

Applicants: PacifiCorp.

Description: § 205(d) Rate Filing:
Constellation FKA Exelon NITSA (OR
DA) SA 943 Rev 8 to be effective 1/1/
2026.

Filed Date: 1/8/26.

Accession Number: 20260108-5068.

Comment Date: 5 p.m. ET 1/29/26.

Docket Numbers: ER26-977-000.

Applicants: AEP Texas Inc.

Description: § 205(d) Rate Filing:
AEPTX-Blue Sky Solar Second
Amended Interconnection Agreement to
be effective 12/11/2025.

Filed Date: 1/8/26.

Accession Number: 20260108-5088.

Comment Date: 5 p.m. ET 1/29/26.

Docket Numbers: ER26-978-000.

Applicants: New York Independent
System Operator, Inc., Consolidated
Edison Company of New York, Inc.

Description: § 205(d) Rate Filing: New
York Independent System Operator, Inc.
submits tariff filing per 35.13(a)(2)(iii:
NYISO-Con Edison Joint 205: Standard
IA NYC Energy Battery Storage SA2935
(CEII) to be effective 12/23/2025.

Filed Date: 1/8/26.

Accession Number: 20260108-5094.

Comment Date: 5 p.m. ET 1/29/26.

Docket Numbers: ER26—-979-000.

Applicants: PJM Interconnection,
L.L.C.

Description: § 205(d) Rate Filing:
Amendment to ISA, Service Agreement
No. 5846; Queue No. AB2—-133 to be
effective 3/10/2026.

Filed Date: 1/8/26.

Accession Number: 20260108-5129.

Comment Date: 5 p.m. ET 1/29/26.

The filings are accessible in the
Commission’s eLibrary system (https://
elibrary.ferc.gov/idmws/search/
fercgensearch.asp) by querying the
docket number.
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Any person desiring to intervene, to
protest, or to answer a complaint in any
of the above proceedings must file in
accordance with Rules 211, 214, or 206
of the Commission’s Regulations (18
CFR 385.211, 385.214, or 385.206) on or
before 5:00 p.m. Eastern time on the
specified comment date. Protests may be
considered, but intervention is
necessary to become a party to the
proceeding.

eFiling is encouraged. More detailed
information relating to filing
requirements, interventions, protests,
service, and qualifying facilities filings
can be found at: http://www.ferc.gov/
docs-filing/efiling/filing-req.pdf. For
other information, call (866) 208—3676
(toll free). For TTY, call (202) 502—8659.

For public inquiries and assistance
with making filings such as
interventions, comments, or requests for
rehearing, contact the Office of Public
Participation at (202) 502—6595 or OPP@
ferc.gov.

Dated: January 8, 2026.
Carlos D. Clay,
Deputy Secretary.
[FR Doc. 2026-00472 Filed 1-12—-26; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 6717-01-P

DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY

Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission

[Docket Nos. CP13-499-006, CP18-5-004]

Constitution Pipeline Company, LLC;
Notice of Petition and Establishing
Intervention Deadline

Take notice that on December 19,
2025, Constitution Pipeline Company,
LLC (Constitution), P.O. Box 1396,
Houston, Texas 77251-1396, filed a
petition pursuant to section 7(c) of the
Natural Gas Act (NGA) and Part 157 of
the Commission’s regulations seeking
reissuance of a certificate of public
convenience and necessity authorizing
Constitution to construct and operate its
previously approved Constitution
Pipeline Project (Project) (Petition).?

Constitution states that project
facilities would match its original
proposal with the exception of limited
variances previously approved by the
Commission. Specifically, Constitution
requests reissuance of certificate
authority to construct: (1) approximately
125 miles of 30-inch-diameter pipeline
in Susquehanna County, Pennsylvania

1 Constitution Pipeline Co., LLC, 149 FERC
161,199 (2014) (Certificate Order), reh’d denied,
154 FERC {61,046 (2016), vacated sub nom. New
York State Dep’t of Envt. Conservation v. FERC,
No0.19-4338 (2d Cir. Nov. 18, 2021).

and Broome, Chenango, Delaware, and
Schoharie Counties, New York; (2) the
Turnpike Road Metering and Regulating
(M&R) Station in Susquehanna County,
Pennsylvania; (3) a receipt tap in
Susquehanna County, Pennsylvania; (4)
the Westfall Road M&R Station at
Iroquois Gas Transmission System,
L.P.’s (Iroquois) Wright Compressor
Station in Schoharie County, New York;
(5) 11 mainline valve assemblies; (6) pig
launcher/receiver facilities; and (7)
other appurtenant facilities.

The Project is designed to provide
650,000 dekatherms per day of firm
transportation service from production
areas in Pennsylvania to markets in New
York and New England. Constitution
requests approval of the same pro forma
tariff approved in the Certificate Order.
Constitution would offer cost-based firm
transportation service, interruptible
transportation service, and park and
loan service under Rate Schedules FT,
IT, and PAL, respectively. Constitution
states that it intends to update the cost
of facilities and recourse rates for the
Project following a later petition by
Iroquois seeking reissuance of the
certificate of public convenience and
necessity for its related Wright
Interconnect Project.2 Until the details
of Iroquois’s petition are filed and more
fully understood, the Commission
cannot complete its analysis of the
Petition.

Further, Constitution requests that the
Commission reaffirm that the New York
State Department of Environmental
Conservation waived its authority under
section 401 of the Clean Water Act by
failing or refusing to act on
Constitution’s request for a water
quality certification within one year.3

All details are more fully set forth in
the petition which is on file with the
Commission and available for public
inspection. Constitution states that it
incorporates by reference the exhibits
from its original certificate application
on June 13, 2013, the entire record of
the Project in Docket No. CP13—499—
000, and the waiver determination in
Docket No. CP18-5-000.

In addition to publishing the full text
of this document in the Federal
Register, the Commission provides all
interested persons an opportunity to
view and/or print the contents of this

2The Commission’s previous Final
Environmental Impact Statement (accession number
20141024-4001) and Certificate Order addressed
both the Constitution Pipeline Project and the
Wright Interconnect Project.

3 Constitution Pipeline Co., LLC, 168 FERC
161,129 (2019) (concluding waiver), reh’g denied,
169 FERC 61,199 (2019), vacated sub nom. New
York State Dep’t of Envt. Conservation v. FERC,
No.19-4338 (2d Cir. Nov. 18, 2021).

document via the internet through the
Commission’s Home Page (http://
www.ferc.gov). From the Commission’s
Home Page on the internet, this
information is available on eLibrary.
The full text of this document is
available on eLibrary in PDF and
Microsoft Word format for viewing,
printing, and/or downloading. To access
this document in eLibrary, type the
docket number excluding the last three
digits of this document in the docket
number field.

User assistance is available for
eLibrary and the Commission’s website
during normal business hours from
FERC Online Support at (202) 5026652
(toll free at 1-866—208—3676) or email at
ferconlinesupport@ferc.gov, or the
Public Reference Room at (202) 502—
8371, TTY (202) 502-8659. Email the
Public Reference Room at
public.referenceroom@ferc.gov.

Any questions regarding the petition
should be directed to Constitution
Pipeline Company, LLC, P.O. Box 1396,
Houston, Texas 77251-1396, by phone
at (888) 275-9084, or by email at
outreach@williams.com.

Public Participation

There are three ways to become
involved in the Commission’s review of
this petition: you can file comments on
the petition, you can protest the filing,
and you can file a motion to intervene
in the proceeding. There is no fee or
cost for filing comments or intervening.
The deadline for filing a motion to
intervene is 5:00 p.m. Eastern Time on
January 29, 2026. Parties in the original
dockets (CP13-499-000 and CP18-5—
000) do not need to file a new motion
to intervene. How to file protests,
motions to intervene, and comments is
explained below.

For public inquiries and assistance
with making filings such as
interventions, comments, or requests for
rehearing, contact the Office of Public
Participation (OPP) at (202) 502—6595 or
OPP@ferc.gov.

Comments

Any person wishing to comment on
the petition may do so. Comments may
include statements of support or
objections, to the petition as a whole or
specific aspects of the petition. The
more specific your comments, the more
useful they will be.

Protests
Pursuant to sections 157.10(a)(4) 4 and
385.211 5 of the Commission’s

418 CFR 157.10(a)(4).
518 CFR 385.211.
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regulations under the NGA, any person ©
may file a protest to the petition.
Protests must comply with the
requirements specified in section
385.2001 7 of the Commission’s
regulations. A protest may also serve as
a motion to intervene so long as the
protestor states it also seeks to be an
intervenor.

To ensure that your comments or
protests are timely and properly
recorded, please submit your comments
on or before 5:00 p.m. Eastern Time on
January 29, 2026.

There are three methods you can use
to submit your comments or protests to
the Commission. In all instances, please
reference the Petition docket numbers
CP13-499-006 and CP18-5—004 in your
submission.

(1) You may file your comments
electronically by using the eComment
feature, which is located on the
Commission’s website at www.ferc.gov
under the link to Documents and
Filings. Using eComment is an easy
method for interested persons to submit
brief, text-only comments on a petition;

(2) You may file your comments or
protests electronically by using the
eFiling feature, which is located on the
Commission’s website (www.ferc.gov)
under the link to Documents and
Filings. With eFiling, you can provide
comments in a variety of formats by
attaching them as a file with your
submission. New eFiling users must
first create an account by clicking on
“eRegister.” You will be asked to select
the type of filing you are making; first
select “General” and then select
“Comment on a Filing”’; or

(3) You can file a paper copy of your
comments or protests by mailing them
to the following address below. Your
written comments must reference the
Petition docket numbers (CP13-499-006
and CP18-5-004).

To file via USPS: Debbie-Anne A.
Reese, Secretary, Federal Energy
Regulatory Commission, 888 First Street
NE, Washington, DC 20426.

To file via any other courier: Debbie-
Anne A. Reese, Secretary, Federal
Energy Regulatory Commission, 12225
Wilkins Avenue, Rockville, Maryland
20852.

The Commission encourages
electronic filing of comments (options 1
and 2 above) and has eFiling staff
available to assist you at (202) 502—-8258
or FercOnlineSupport@ferc.gov.

The Commission considers all
comments received about the petition in

6 Persons include individuals, organizations,
businesses, municipalities, and other entities. 18
CFR 385.102(d).

718 CFR 385.2001.

determining the appropriate action to be
taken. However, the filing of a comment
alone will not serve to make the filer a
party to the proceeding. To become a
party, you must intervene in the
proceeding. For instructions on how to
intervene, see below.

Interventions

Any person, which includes
individuals, organizations, businesses,
municipalities, and other entities,8 has
the option to file a motion to intervene
in this proceeding. Parties in the
original dockets (CP13-499-000 and
CP18-5-000) do not need to file a new
motion to intervene. Only intervenors
have the right to request rehearing of
Commission orders issued in this
proceeding and to subsequently
challenge the Commission’s orders in
the U.S. Circuit Courts of Appeal.

To intervene, you must submit a
motion to intervene to the Commission
in accordance with Rule 214 of the
Commission’s Rules of Practice and
Procedure ¢ and the regulations under
the NGA 10 by the intervention deadline
for the petition, which is 5:00 p.m.
Eastern Time on January 29, 2026. As
described further in Rule 214, your
motion to intervene must state, to the
extent known, your position regarding
the proceeding, as well as your interest
in the proceeding. For an individual,
this could include your status as a
landowner, ratepayer, resident of an
impacted community, or recreationist.
You do not need to have property
directly impacted by the petition in
order to intervene. For more information
about motions to intervene, refer to the
FERC website at https://www.ferc.gov/
resources/guides/how-to/intervene.asp.

There are two ways to submit your
motion to intervene. In both instances,
please reference the Petition docket
numbers CP13-499-006 and CP18-5—
004 in your submission.

(1) You may file your motion to
intervene by using the Commission’s
eFiling feature, which is located on the
Commission’s website (www.ferc.gov)
under the link to Documents and
Filings. New eFiling users must first
create an account by clicking on
“eRegister.” You will be asked to select
the type of filing you are making; first
select “General” and then select
“Intervention.” The eFiling feature
includes a document-less intervention
option; for more information, visit
https://www.ferc.gov/docs-filing/efiling/
document-less-intervention.pdyf.; or

818 CFR 385.102(d).
918 CFR 385.214.
1018 CFR 157.10.

(2) You can file a paper copy of your
motion to intervene, along with three
copies, by mailing the documents to the
address below. Your motion to
intervene must reference the Petition
docket number CP13-499-006 and
CP18-5-004.

To file via USPS: Debbie-Anne A.
Reese, Secretary, Federal Energy
Regulatory Commission, 888 First Street
NE, Washington, DC 20426.

To file via any other courier: Debbie-
Anne A. Reese, Secretary, Federal
Energy Regulatory Commission, 12225
Wilkins Avenue, Rockville, Maryland
20852.

The Commission encourages
electronic filing of motions to intervene
(option 1 above) and has eFiling staff
available to assist you at (202) 502—8258
or FercOnlineSupport@ferc.gov.

Protests and motions to intervene
must be served on the petitioner either
by mail at: Constitution Pipeline
Company, LLC, P.O. Box 1396, Houston,
Texas 77251-1396 or by email (with a
link to the document) at outreach@
williams.com. Any subsequent
submissions by an intervenor must be
served on the petitioner and all other
parties to the proceeding. Contact
information for parties can be
downloaded from the service list at the
eService link on FERC Online. Service
can be via email with a link to the
document.

All timely, unopposed 1! motions to
intervene are automatically granted by
operation of Rule 214(c)(1).12 Motions to
intervene that are filed after the
intervention deadline are untimely, and
may be denied. Any late-filed motion to
intervene must show good cause for
being late and must explain why the
time limitation should be waived and
provide justification by reference to
factors set forth in Rule 214(d) of the
Commission’s Rules and Regulations.?3
A person obtaining party status will be
placed on the service list maintained by
the Secretary of the Commission and
will receive copies (paper or electronic)
of all documents filed by the petition
and by all other parties.

Tracking the Proceeding

Throughout the proceeding,
additional information about the
petition will be available from OPP at
(202) 502-6595 or on the FERC website
at www.ferc.gov using the “‘eLibrary”
link as described above. The eLibrary
link also provides access to the texts of

11 The petitioner has 15 days from the submittal
of a motion to intervene to file a written objection
to the intervention.

1218 CFR 385.214(c)(1).

1318 CFR 385.214(b)(3) and (d).
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all formal documents issued by the
Commission, such as orders, notices,
and rulemakings.

In addition, the Commission offers a
free service called eSubscription which
allows you to keep track of all formal
issuances and submittals in specific
dockets. This can reduce the amount of
time you spend researching proceedings
by automatically providing you with
notification of these filings, document
summaries, and direct links to the
documents. For more information and to
register, go to www.ferc.gov/docs-filing/
esubscription.asp.

Intervention Deadline: 5:00 p.m.
Eastern Time on January 29, 2026.

(Authority: 18 CFR 2.1)
Dated: January 8, 2026.
Carlos D. Clay,
Deputy Secretary.
[FR Doc. 2026—00481 Filed 1-12-26; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 6717-01-P

DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY

Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission

Combined Notice of Filings #1

Take notice that the Commission
received the following exempt
wholesale generator filings:

Docket Numbers: EG26-121-000.

Applicants: MEP Edinburg BESS LLC.

Description: MEP Edinburg BESS LLC
submits Notice of Self-Certification of
Exempt Wholesale Generator Status.

Filed Date: 1/6/26.

Accession Number: 20260106-5170.

Comment Date: 5 p.m. ET 1/27/26.

Docket Numbers: EG26—-122-000.

Applicants: MEP Palmview BESS
LLC.

Description: MEP Palmview BESS
LLC submits Notice of Self-Certification
of Exempt Wholesale Generator Status.

Filed Date: 1/6/26.

Accession Number: 20260106-5171.

Comment Date: 5 p.m. ET 1/27/26.

Docket Numbers: EG26-123-000.

Applicants: MEP Cotulla Bess LLC.

Description: MEP Cotulla Bess LLC
submits Notice of Self—Certification of
Exempt Wholesale Generator Status.

Filed Date: 1/6/26.

Accession Number: 20260106-5172.

Comment Date: 5 p.m. ET 1/27/26.

Take notice that the Commission
received the following electric rate
filings:

Docket Numbers: ER10-1910-031;
ER10-1911-031.

Applicants: Duquesne Power, LLC,
Duquesne Light Company.

Description: Triennial Market Power
Analysis for Northeast Region of
Duquesne Light Company, et al.

Filed Date: 12/31/25.

Accession Number: 20251231-5499.

Comment Date: 5 p.m. ET 3/2/26.

Docket Numbers: ER10-2042—-057;
ER10-1862-050; ER10-1877—-014;
ER10-1893-050; ER10-1934-050;
ER10-1938-051; ER10-1942—-048;
ER10-2985-054; ER10-3049-055;
ER10-3051-055; ER11-4369-035;
ER16-2218-036; ER17-696—036; ER23—
944—-013.

Applicants: Calpine Community
Energy, LLC, Calpine Energy Solutions,
LLC, North American Power Business,
LLC, North American Power and Gas,
LLC, Champion Energy, LLC, Champion
Energy Services, LLC, Champion Energy
Marketing LLC, Calpine Construction
Finance Co., L.P., Calpine Power
America—CA, LLC, CES Marketing IX,
LLC, CES Marketing X, LLC, Hermiston
Power, LLC, Power Contract Financing,
L.L.C., Calpine Energy Services, L.P.

Description: Triennial Market Power
Analysis for Northwest Region of
Calpine Energy Services, L.P., et al.

Filed Date: 12/31/25.

Accession Number: 20251231-5498.

Comment Date: 5 p.m. ET 3/2/26.

Docket Numbers: ER10-2822—-031;
ER10-1291-028; ER10-1725-007;
ER10-2285-010; ER10-2301-007;
ER10-2306-007; ER10-2404—-013;
ER10-2423-013; ER10-2812-021;
ER10-2828-010; ER10-2843-020;
ER10-3001-009; ER10-3002-010;
ER10-3004-011; ER10-3010-010;
ER10-3031-010; ER10-3160-007;
ER11-2112-014; ER12-96-013; ER12—
422-010; ER12-2649-008; ER16-1637—
006; ER16—2285-008; ER17—-1241-004;
ER19-2361-005; ER20-2830-002;
ER23-2336-001; ER23-2554-002;
ER25-711-001; ER25-1093-001; ER13—
1058-002.

Applicants: Iberdrola Renewables,
LLG, Osagrove Flats Wind, LLC, Powell
Creek Solar, LLC, Midland Wind, LLC,
Vineyard Wind 1 LLC, PPM Roaring
Brook, LLC, Otter Creek Wind Farm
LLC, Deerfield Wind, LLC, Desert Wind
Farm LLC, UIL Distributed Resources,
LLG, Groton Wind, LLC, New England
Wind, LLC, South Chestnut LLC, Blue
Creek Wind Farm LLC, The United
Iluminating Company, Streator-Cayuga
Ridge Wind Power LLC, Providence
Heights Wind, LLC, Locust Ridge Wind
Farm II, LLC, Locust Ridge Wind Farm,
LLC, Lempster Wind, LLC, GenConn
Middletown LLC, Casselman
Windpower LLC, GenConn Devon LLC,
Flat Rock Windpower LLC, Flat Rock
Windpower II LLC, Rochester Gas and
Electric Corporation, New York State

Electric & Gas Corporation, Central
Maine Power Company, Hardscrabble
Wind Power LLC, GenConn Energy LLC,
Atlantic Renewable Projects II LLC.

Description: Triennial Market Power
Analysis for Northeast Region of
Atlantic Renewable Projects II LLC, et
al.

Filed Date: 12/30/25.

Accession Number: 20251230-5493.

Comment Date: 5 p.m. ET 3/2/26.

Docket Numbers: ER10-3079-024;
ER11-2539-009; ER11-2540-009;
ER11-2542-009.

Applicants: Rathdrum Power, LLC,
Plains End II, LLC, Plains End, LLC, Tyr
Energy LLC.

Description: Triennial Market Power
Analysis for Northwest Region of Tyr
Energy LLC, et al.

Filed Date: 12/31/25.

Accession Number: 20251231-5493.

Comment Date: 5 p.m. ET 3/2/26.

Docket Numbers: ER12—1316-010;
ER11-2753-011.

Applicants: Cedar Point Wind, LLC,
Silver State Solar Power North, LLC.

Description: Triennial Market Power
Analysis for Northwest Region of Silver
State Solar Power North, LLGC, et al.

Filed Date: 12/31/25.

Accession Number: 20251231-5495.

Comment Date: 5 p.m. ET 3/2/26.

Docket Numbers: ER20-2444-008;
ER20-2445-008.

Applicants: Prineville Solar Energy
LLC, Millican Solar Energy LLC.

Description: Triennial Market Power
Analysis for Northwest Region of
Millican Solar Energy LLC, et al.

Filed Date: 12/31/25.

Accession Number: 20251231-5496.

Comment Date: 5 p.m. ET 3/2/26.

Docket Numbers: ER24-55-002.

Applicants: Silver Peak Energy, LLC.

Description: Supplement to 12/09/
2025, Notice of Non-Material Change in
Status of Silver Peak Energy, LLC.

Filed Date: 1/6/26.

Accession Number: 20260106-5173.

Comment Date: 5 p.m. ET 1/27/26.

Docket Numbers: ER24—-139-002;
ER10-2383-015; ER10-2384-013;
ER10-2394-010; ER10-2395-010;
ER14-2820-013; ER14-2821-013;
ER16-853-008; ER16—855—-008; ER16—
856—-008; ER16-857-008; ER16-858—
008; ER16-860-008; ER16—861-008;
ER17-1217-008; ER19-1200-015;
ER20-2014-004; ER24-171-001; ER25—
687—-001; ER25-2809-001; ER25-3144—
001; ER25-3426-001; ER25-3427-001.

Applicants: Granite Mountain BESS
East LLC, Enterprise Storage LLC,
Escalante BESS I LLG, Iron Springs
BESS LLC, Washington Wind LLC,
Skysol, LLC, Rattlesnake Flat, LLC,
Clearway Power Marketing LLC, Total
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Gas & Power North America, Inc., Iron
Springs Solar, LLC, Granite Mountain
Solar West, LLC, Granite Mountain
Solar East, LLC, Escalante Solar III, LLC,
Escalante Solar II, LLC, Escalante Solar
I, LLC, Enterprise Solar, LLC, Spring
Canyon Energy III LLC, Spring Canyon
Energy II LLC, Colorado Power Partners,
BIV Generation Company, L.L.C.,
Mountain Wind Power, LLC, Mountain
Wind Power II LLC, Cedar Creek Wind,
LLC.

Description: Triennial Market Power
Analysis for Northwest Region of Cedar
Creek Wind, LLC, et al.

Filed Date: 12/30/25.

Accession Number: 20251230-5495.

Comment Date: 5 p.m. ET 3/2/26.

Docket Numbers: ER24—1879-001;
ER20-1604-005; ER11-3808-010;
ER11-3980-010; ER12-128-011; ER13—
413-011; ER13-2103-008; ER14—-325—
010; ER15-2330-007; ER17-2471-008;
ER17-2472-008; ER17-2548-003;
ER18-664—-008; ER18—-2013-008; ER18—
2435-007; ER23-1238-004; ER23-1239—
004; ER25-765-001.

Applicants: Beowawe Power, LLC,
USG Nevada LLC, ORNI 36 LLC, ORNI
41 LLC, Terra-Gen Dixie Valley, LLC,
Steamboat Hills LL.C, EGP Stillwater
Solar PV II, LLC, ONGP LLC, ORNI 43
LLC, ORNI 37 LLC, Enel Cove Fort, LLC,
ORNI 47 LLC, USG Oregon LLC, EGP
Stillwater Solar, LLC, ORNI 14 LLC,
ORNI 39, LLC, EF Oxnard LLC, Ormat
Stillwater LLC.

Description: Triennial Market Power
Analysis for Northwest Region of Ormat
Stillwater LLC, et al.

Filed Date: 12/31/25.

Accession Number: 20251231-5494.

Comment Date: 5 p.m. ET 3/2/26.

Docket Numbers: ER26—955—000.

Applicants: PJM Interconnection,
L.L.C.

Description: § 205(d) Rate Filing:
Ministerial Clean-Up Filing to Rate
Schedule 48 to be effective 12/1/2018.

Filed Date: 1/6/26.

Accession Number: 20260106-5157.

Comment Date: 5 p.m. ET 1/27/26.

Docket Numbers: ER26-956—-000.

Applicants: 1P Easley II, LLC.

Description: Initial Rate Filing:
Certificates of Concurrence to SFA and
Co-Tenancy Agreements to be effective
1/7/2026.

Filed Date: 1/6/26.

Accession Number: 20260106-5163.

Comment Date: 5 p.m. ET 1/27/26.

Docket Numbers: ER26—-957-000.

Applicants: Nevada Power Company.

Description: § 205(d) Rate Filing:
Concurrence in Co Bar Solar LGIA (APS
Designated) to be effective 2/1/2026.

Filed Date: 1/7/26.

Accession Number: 20260107-5001.

Comment Date: 5 p.m. ET 1/28/26.

Docket Numbers: ER26—958—-000.

Applicants: Mid-Atlantic Interstate
Transmission, LLC.

Description: § 205(d) Rate Filing:
MAIT submits Amended IA, SA No.
4577 to be effective 3/9/2026.

Filed Date: 1/7/26.

Accession Number: 20260107-5017.

Comment Date: 5 p.m. ET 1/28/26.

Docket Numbers: ER26—959—-000.

Applicants: Tri-State Generation and
Transmission Association, Inc.

Description: Petition for Limited
Waiver of Tri-State Generation and
Transmission et al.

Filed Date: 12/22/25.

Accession Number: 20251222-5457.

Comment Date: 5 p.m. ET 1/12/26.

Docket Numbers: ER26—960-000.

Applicants: Southwest Power Pool,
Inc.

Description: § 205(d) Rate Filing: 4575
Blue Valley Grid GIA to be effective 12/
10/2025.

Filed Date: 1/7/26.

Accession Number: 20260107-5051.

Comment Date: 5 p.m. ET 1/28/26.

Docket Numbers: ER26—961—-000.

Applicants: Central Maine Power
Company, ISO New England Inc.

Description: § 205(d) Rate Filing:
Central Maine Power Company submits
tariff filing per 35.13(a)(2)(iii: CMP
PBOP to be effective 3/9/2026.

Filed Date: 1/7/26.

Accession Number: 20260107-5052.

Comment Date: 5 p.m. ET 1/28/26.

Docket Numbers: ER26—962—-000.

Applicants: ITC Great Plains, LLC,
Southwest Power Pool, Inc.

Description: § 205(d) Rate Filing: ITC
Great Plains, LLC submits tariff filing
per 35.13(a)(2)(iii: 4587 Plum Nellie &
ITC Great Plains Facilities Service Agr
to be effective 3/9/2026.

Filed Date: 1/7/26.

Accession Number: 20260107-5053.

Comment Date: 5 p.m. ET 1/28/26.

The filings are accessible in the
Commission’s eLibrary system (https://
elibrary.ferc.gov/idmws/search/
fercgensearch.asp) by querying the
docket number.

Any person desiring to intervene, to
protest, or to answer a complaint in any
of the above proceedings must file in
accordance with Rules 211, 214, or 206
of the Commission’s Regulations (18
CFR 385.211, 385.214, or 385.206) on or
before 5:00 p.m. Eastern time on the
specified comment date. Protests may be
considered, but intervention is
necessary to become a party to the
proceeding.

eFiling is encouraged. More detailed
information relating to filing

requirements, interventions, protests,
service, and qualifying facilities filings
can be found at: http://www.ferc.gov/
docs-filing/efiling/filing-req.pdf. For
other information, call (866) 208—3676
(toll free). For TTY, call (202) 502—8659.

For public inquiries and assistance
with making filings such as
interventions, comments, or requests for
rehearing, contact the Office of Public
Participation at (202) 502—-6595 or OPP@
ferc.gov.

Dated: January 7, 2026.
Debbie-Anne A. Reese,
Secretary.
[FR Doc. 2026—00400 Filed 1-12—-26; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 6717-01-P

EQUAL EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY
COMMISSION

Commission Meeting

TIME AND DATE: Wednesday, January 14,
2026, 9:00 a.m. Eastern Time.

PLACE: The meeting will be held at the
Jacqueline A. Berrien Training Center,
131 M Street NE, Washington, DC
20507. The meeting will also be held as
a listen-only audio dial-in by telephone.
The public may attend in person or
connect to the audio-only dial-in by
following the instructions that will be
posted on www.eeoc.gov at least 24
hours before the meeting. ASL services
will be available.

STATUS: The meeting will be open to the
public.

MATTERS TO BE CONSIDERED:
The following items will be
considered at the meeting:

¢ Rescission of Commission Voting
Procedures

¢ Resolution Concerning Chair and
Commission Roles Regarding Agency
Organizational Changes

Note: In accordance with the Sunshine Act,
the public will be able to observe the
Commission’s deliberations and voting. (In
addition to publishing notices on
Commission meetings in the Federal
Register, the Commission also provides
information about Commission meetings on
its website, www.eeoc.gov, and provides a
recorded announcement one week in
advance of future Commission meetings.)

Please telephone (202) 921-2705, or
email commissionmeetingcomments@
eeoc.gov at any time for information on
this meeting. A transcript of the meeting
will be made available on the agency’s
website thereafter.

CONTACT PERSON FOR MORE INFORMATION:
Raymond Windmiller, Executive
Officer, (202) 921-2705.
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Dated: January 7, 2026.
Raymond D. Windmiller,
Executive Officer, Executive Secretariat.
[FR Doc. 2026—00497 Filed 1-12—26; 8:45 am|
BILLING CODE 6570-01-P

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND
HUMAN SERVICES

Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention

[60Day-26-1193; Docket No. CDC-2025-
1113]

Proposed Data Collection Submitted
for Public Comment and
Recommendations

AGENCY: Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC), Department of Health
and Human Services (HHS).

ACTION: Notice with comment period.

SUMMARY: The Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention (CDC), as part of
its continuing effort to reduce public
burden and maximize the utility of
government information, invites the
general public and other federal
agencies the opportunity to comment on
a continuing information collection, as
required by the Paperwork Reduction
Act of 1995. This notice invites
comment on a proposed information
collection project titled Evaluating the
Impact of Training and Technical
Assistance (TTA) Programs for NCCCP
Efforts. This data collection is designed
to collect information about TTA offered
using focus groups and a web-based
survey to assess whether a specific
cooperative agreement has been
implemented as intended and
contributed to National Comprehensive
Cancer Control Program (NCCCP)
recipients’ achievements in program
goals and outcomes.

DATES: CDC must receive written
comments on or before March 16, 2026.

ADDRESSES: You may submit comments,
identified by Docket No. CDC-2025—
1113 by either of the following methods:

O Federal eRulemaking Portal:
www.regulations.gov. Follow the
instructions for submitting comments.

O Mail: Jeffrey M. Zirger, Information
Collection Review Office, Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention, 1600
Clifton Road NE, MS H21-8, Atlanta,
Georgia 30329.

Instructions: All submissions received
must include the agency name and
Docket Number. CDC will post, without
change, all relevant comments to
www.regulations.gov.

Please note: Submit all comments
through the Federal eRulemaking portal

(www.regulations.gov) or by U.S. mail to
the address listed above.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: To
request more information on the
proposed project or to obtain a copy of
the information collection plan and
instruments, contact Jeffrey M. Zirger,
Information Collection Review Office,
Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention, 1600 Clifton Road NE, MS
H21-8, Atlanta, Georgia 30329; phone:
404-639-7118; Email: omb@cdc.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Under the
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995 (PRA)
(44 U.S.C. 3501-3520), federal agencies
must obtain approval from the Office of
Management and Budget (OMB) for each
collection of information they conduct
or sponsor. In addition, the PRA also
requires federal agencies to provide a
60-day notice in the Federal Register
concerning each proposed collection of
information, including each new
proposed collection, each proposed
extension of existing collection of
information, and each reinstatement of
previously approved information
collection before submitting the
collection to the OMB for approval. To
comply with this requirement, we are
publishing this notice of a proposed
data collection as described below.

The OMB is particularly interested in
comments that will help:

1. Evaluate whether the proposed
collection of information is necessary
for the proper performance of the
functions of the agency, including
whether the information will have
practical utility;

2. Evaluate the accuracy of the
agency'’s estimate of the burden of the
proposed collection of information,
including the validity of the
methodology and assumptions used;

3. Enhance the quality, utility, and
clarity of the information to be
collected;

4. Minimize the burden of the
collection of information on those who
are to respond, including through the
use of appropriate automated,
electronic, mechanical, or other
technological collection techniques or
other forms of information technology,
e.g., permitting electronic submissions
of responses; and

5. Assess information collection costs.

Proposed Project

Evaluating the Impact of Training and
Technical Assistance (TTA) Programs
for NCCP Efforts (OMB Control No.
0920-1193)—Reinstatement with
Change—National Center for Chronic
Disease Prevention and Health
Promotion (NCCDPHP), Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC).

Background and Brief Description

The Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention’s (CDC) National
Comprehensive Cancer Control Program
(NCCCP) has been a primary funder for
state and community-based cancer
control interventions since its inception
in the late 1990s. NCCCP’s 66
recipients, including programs in all 50
states, the District of Columbia, a
number of tribes, tribal organizations,
and U.S. Associated Pacific Islands/
territories, as well as cancer coalitions,
engage with partners to enhance cancer-
related data systems and deliver
evidence-based interventions (EBIs) for
primary prevention, screening and
survivorship with the goal of impacting
population-level cancer outcomes and
reduce the burden of cancer.

To build capacity and maximize the
impact of funded NCCCPs, CDC
developed and implemented the
training and technical assistance
program, Evaluating the Impact of
Training and Technical Assistance
(TTA) Programs for NCCCP Efforts
(referred to hereafter as the “TTA
Program” or “DP23-0017"). The current
TTA program cycle builds upon the
previous cycles to enhance NCCCP
recipients’ capacity to plan for and
implement EBIs and strategies through
multisectoral partnerships; policy,
system, and environmental change
approaches; approaches to health for all,
and approaches to addressing non-
medical factors that influence health.
The funded TTA entities are responsible
for developing and implementing a TTA
plan, sustaining partnerships,
employing various training methods,
and evaluating their TTA efforts. A
comprehensive evaluation is critical to
ensure the provision of high-quality and
effective TTA. This program is
authorized under sections 301(a) and
317(k)(2) of the Public Health Service
Act as amended [42 U.S.C. 241(a) and
42 U.S.C. 247b(k)(2)] and also
authorizes CDC to collect this
information.

CDC proposes to assess DP23—-0017 to:
(1) document the nature of the TTA
provided and the extent to which they
were able to achieve planned short-term
outcomes; and (2) identify which TTA
efforts contributed to NCCCP recipients’
achievement in program outcomes.
There are no other data collection efforts
currently underway to assess
implementation or perceived
effectiveness of TTA administered
under DP23-0017. CDC is requesting a
three-year Reinstatement with Change to
the previously approved Information
Collection Request (ICR) (Assessing the
Impact of Targeted Training and
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Technical Assistance Efforts on the
Implementation of Comprehensive
Cancer Control Outcomes, OMB Control
No. 0920-1193; Expiration Date: 9/30/
2023). This request for Reinstatement
with Change includes updates to the
evaluation design based on
programmatic changes. The new design
emphasizes short-term outcomes related
to reaching NCCCP recipients and
increasing recipients’ capacity to
implement their cancer control plans,
achieve their program outcomes, and
plan for and implement activities to
support sustainability of the NCCCP
efforts. There is a new focus on the TTA
providers’ efforts to network and
collaborate with one another and other
subject matter experts, advisory groups,
and partners to plan for and deliver
TTA. Under the previous request, a
web-based survey was administered one
time to a cross-section of NCCCP

recipients. With this Reinstatement, the
web-based survey will be administered
twice with two individuals from each
NCCCP recipient (one Program
Coordinator and one NCCCP staff
member, partner, or coalition member)
who received TTA. This collection will
provide interim information on the
implementation and short-term
outcomes of TTA and allow for program
improvements to better serve NCCCP
recipients. Lastly, the current evaluation
introduces focus groups to collect data
from NCCCP recipients on how TTA
enhanced their ability to implement
cancer control plans. The focus groups
will be conducted annually and target a
subset of NCCCP recipients who
participated in TTA.

The web-based survey and focus
groups will capture quantitative and
qualitative data on the reach of DP23—
0017 TTA efforts, the type and

ESTIMATED ANNUALIZED BURDEN HOURS

effectiveness of TTA received, and its
impact. Survey changes include
questions about additional TTA types
(e.g., webinars, asynchronous trainings,
communities of practice), TTA topics,
and the TTA’s influence on
respondents’ and their organizations’
capacity to carry out their
comprehensive cancer control plans.
Focus groups will provide context for
survey data, particularly how TTA
enhanced program capacity.

CDC requests OMB approval is
requested for three years with a total
annualized response burden estimated
to be 96 hours. Participation is
voluntary and respondents will not
receive incentives for participation.
There are no direct costs to respondents
other than their time to participate in
data collection activities.

Average
Number of Total
Type of Form name Number of responses per burden per burden
respondent respondents rer;ponderrl)t re(sirﬁ)%r:)se (in hr)
Program Directors ..........cccccevevviennenn. Focus Group and Web Survey Nomina- 44 1 30/60 22
tion Form.
Program Directors ..........cccccevevviennenn. Focus Group Nomination Form 22 1 15/60 6
Program Staff, Partners, and Coalition Focus Group Scheduling ......... 15 1 5/60 1
Members.
Program Staff, Partners, and Coalition Focus Group GUIde ......cccocveeerveieennenen. 15 1 1.5 23
Members.
Program Coordinators ...........ccccevernenne. Web-based Survey 44 1 30/60 22
Program Staff, Partners, and Coalition Web-Based Survey 44 1 30/60 22
Members.
TOMAL s | e e | seesereneesnesnees | eeeseesieeeseesnnen | eesneeseeeneeenans 96

Jeffrey M. Zirger,

Lead, Information Collection Review Office,
Office of Public Health Ethics and
Regulations, Office of Science, Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention.

[FR Doc. 2026—00424 Filed 1-12—-26; 8:45 am|
BILLING CODE 4163-18-P

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND
HUMAN SERVICES

Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention

[60Day-FY-2026; Docket No. CDC-2025—-
1080]

Proposed Data Collection Submitted
for Public Comment and
Recommendations

AGENCY: Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC), Department of Health
and Human Services (HHS).

ACTION: Notice with comment period.

SUMMARY: The Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention (CDC), as part of
its continuing effort to reduce public
burden and maximize the utility of
government information, invites the
general public and other federal
agencies the opportunity to comment on
a continuing information collection, as
required by the Paperwork Reduction
Act of 1995. This notice invites
comment on a proposed information
collection project titled Aviation
Activity Illness and Death Reporting.
This data collection is designed to
prevent the introduction, transmission
or spread of communicable diseases
from foreign countries into the United
States or from one State or possession
into any other State or possession in the
event an individual with a confirmed or
suspected communicable disease is
known to have traveled on an inbound
international or interstate flight.

DATES: CDC must receive written
comments on or before March 16, 2026.

ADDRESSES: You may submit comments,
identified by Docket No. CDC-2025—
1080 by either of the following methods:

e Federal eRulemaking Portal:
www.regulations.gov. Follow the
instructions for submitting comments.

e Mail: Jeffrey M. Zirger, Information
Collection Review Office, Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention, 1600
Clifton Road NE, MS H21-8, Atlanta,
Georgia 30329.

Instructions: All submissions received
must include the agency name and
Docket Number. CDC will post, without
change, all relevant comments to
www.regulations.gov.

Please note: Submit all comments
through the Federal eRulemaking portal
(www.regulations.gov) or by U.S. mail to
the address listed above.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: To
request more information on the
proposed project or to obtain a copy of
the information collection plan and
instruments, contact Jeffrey M. Zirger,
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Information Collection Review Office,
Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention, 1600 Clifton Road NE, MS
H21-8, Atlanta, Georgia 30329;
Telephone: 404-639-7570; Email: omb@
cdce.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Under the
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995 (PRA)
(44 U.S.C. 3501-3520), federal agencies
must obtain approval from the Office of
Management and Budget (OMB) for each
collection of information they conduct
or sponsor. In addition, the PRA also
requires federal agencies to provide a
60-day notice in the Federal Register
concerning each proposed collection of
information, including each new
proposed collection, each proposed
extension of existing collection of
information, and each reinstatement of
previously approved information
collection before submitting the
collection to the OMB for approval. To
comply with this requirement, we are
publishing this notice of a proposed
data collection as described below.

The OMB is particularly interested in
comments that will help:

1. Evaluate whether the proposed
collection of information is necessary
for the proper performance of the
functions of the agency, including
whether the information will have
practical utility;

2. Evaluate the accuracy of the
agency’s estimate of the burden of the
proposed collection of information,

including the validity of the
methodology and assumptions used;

3. Enhance the quality, utility, and
clarity of the information to be
collected;

4. Minimize the burden of the
collection of information on those who
are to respond, including through the
use of appropriate automated,
electronic, mechanical, or other
technological collection techniques or
other forms of information technology,
e.g., permitting electronic submissions
of responses; and

5. Assess information collection costs.

Proposed Project

Aviation Activity Illness and Death
Reporting (OMB Control No. 0920-0488,
Exp. 3/31/2026)—Revision—National
Center for Emerging and Zoonotic
Infectious Diseases (NCEZID), Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention
(CDQ).

Background and Brief Description

The goal of this information collection
is to ensure that, consistent with the
authorities in the Public Health Service
Act and CFR parts 70 and 71, CDC is
able to prevent the introduction,
transmission or spread of communicable
diseases from foreign countries into the
United States or from one State or
possession into any other State or
possession. This information collection
focuses on collecting necessary

ESTIMATED ANNUALIZED BURDEN HOURS

information needed for CDC to conduct
public health response and follow up in
the event an individual with a
confirmed or suspected communicable
disease is known to have traveled on an
inbound international or interstate flight
while infectious or potentially
infectious, presenting a risk of disease
spread to others.

The information collection includes
collection of conveyance, passenger and
crew contact information from airlines
(aka manifests) for contact
investigations. Additionally, this
information collection includes forms to
obtain information on the outcomes of
the contact investigations carried out by
international, state, local, or territorial
public health professionals to assess the
impacts of CDC regulatory activities.
Historically, these aviation-related data
collection activities were approved
under this and other different OMB
Control Numbers as outlined below
(OMB Control Numbers 0920-0134,
0920-1180, 0920-1181, 0920-0900).
With this current submission, CDC is
requesting a Revision with the aim of
improving efficiency of CDC’s aviation
activities PRA submission process
through aggregation under one OMB
control number.

CDC requests OMB approval for an
estimated 2,981 annual burden hours.
There is no cost to respondents other
than their time to participate.

Average
Number of Total
Type of Number of burden per
respondents Form name respondens | "S%oN%es per (rpsgonrs)e) (2rden,
in hours
Implementation of Federal Regulations
Pilot in command ..........ccccoeiiiiiniiinins Report of death or illness onboard air- 500 1 7/60 58
craft operated by airlines (42 CFR
70.11) (OMB Control No 0920-0488).
Master of vessel or person in charge of | Report by the master of a vessel or 200 1 7/60 23
conveyance. person in charge of conveyance of
the incidence of a communicable dis-
ease occurring while in interstate
travel (42 CFR 70.4) (OMB Control
No 0920-0488).
Pilot in command ...........ccccoiiiiiiinie Death/lliness Reports from Aircraft (42 1,400 1 7/60 163
CFR 71.21(b)) (OMB Control No
0920-0134).
Isolated or Quarantined Individuals ....... Report by Persons in Isolation or Sur- 11 1 3/60 1
veillance (42 CFR 71.33(c)) (OMB
Control No 0920-0134).
TOMAL ettt eie | et sttt sreesneesnees | teesreeneesineenees | reeseesereeseesneens | eeeseenieesseenns 245
During Travel Information Collection
Traveler ..o Air Travel lliness or Death Investigation 4,000 1 15/60 1,000
Form (OMB 0920-0134).
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ESTIMATED ANNUALIZED BURDEN HOURS—Continued
Average
Number of Total
Type of Form name Number of res burden per
ponses per burden
respondents respondents respondent {;Sﬁglr}rsse) (in hours)
Traveler ... Public Health Passenger Locator Form: 545 1 5/60 45
limited onboard exposure (inter-
national flights) (OMB Control No
0920-1181).
Traveler ... Public Health Passenger Locator Form: 545 1 5/60 45
limited onboard exposure (domestic
flights) (OMB Control No 0920-1181).
L1 €= L PP URP RO ORPU IO ORUORRURT IO 1,090
After Travel Information Collection
Airline Medical Officer or Equivalent/ International Airline Manifest Order 350 1 150/60 875
Computer and Information Systems (OMB Control No 0920—-1180).
Manager.
Airline Medical Officer or Equivalent/Air- | Domestic Airline Manifest Order (OMB 500 1 90/60 750
line Administrative or Safety Manager. Control No 0920-1180).
State/Local/Territorial or International General Contact Investigation Outcome 60 1 5/60 5
Public Health Staff. Reporting Form—Air (OMB Control
No 0920-0900).
State/Local/Territorial or International Measles Contact Investigation Out- 72 1 5/60 6
Public Health Staff. come Reporting Form—Air (OMB
Control No 0920-0900).
Territorial or International Public Health | Rubella Contact Investigation Outcome 1 1 5/60 1
Staff. Reporting Form—Air (OMB Control
No 0920-0900).
State/Local/Territorial or International TB Aircraft Contact Investigation Out- 51 1 10/60 9
Public Health Staff. come Reporting Form (OMB Control
No 0920-0900).
TOAI e res | et ennenne | sreeeesreneenrennees | tereesreseennennennen | eereseesreneennens 1,646
Total BUFAEN ...ooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiis | i | eeeseessree e e | resneee s e | eeeiee e 2,981

Jeffrey M. Zirger,

Lead, Information Collection Review Office,
Office of Public Health Ethics and
Regulations, Office of Science, Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention.

[FR Doc. 2026—00423 Filed 1-12—26; 8:45 am|
BILLING CODE 4163-18-P

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND
HUMAN SERVICES

Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention

[60Day—26—1294; Docket No. CDC—2026—
0005]

Proposed Data Collection Submitted
for Public Comment and
Recommendations

AGENCY: Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC), Department of Health
and Human Services (HHS).

ACTION: Notice with comment period.

SUMMARY: The Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention (CDC), as part of
its continuing effort to reduce public
burden and maximize the utility of
government information, invites the

general public and other federal
agencies the opportunity to comment on
a continuing information collection, as
required by the Paperwork Reduction
Act of 1995. This notice invites
comment on a proposed revision
information collection project titled
Maternal Mortality Review Information
Application (MMRIA). MMRIA is a
standardized data collection system that
allows Maternal Mortality Review
Committees (MMRCs) to abstract
relevant data from a variety of sources,
document committee decisions, and
analyze data to better understand the
contributing factors and preventability
of pregnancy-related deaths in order to
develop recommendations for
prevention.

DATES: CDC must receive written
comments on or before March 16, 2026.
ADDRESSES: You may submit comments,
identified by Docket No. CDC-2026—
0005 by either of the following methods:

o Federal eRulemaking Portal:
www.regulations.gov. Follow the
instructions for submitting comments.

o Mail: Jeffrey M. Zirger, Information
Collection Review Office, Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention, 1600

Clifton Road NE, MS H21-8, Atlanta,
Georgia 30329.

Instructions: All submissions received
must include the agency name and
Docket Number. CDC will post, without
change, all relevant comments to
www.regulations.gov.

Please note: Submit all comments
through the Federal eRulemaking portal
(www.regulations.gov) or by U.S. mail to
the address listed above.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: To
request more information on the
proposed project or to obtain a copy of
the information collection plan and
instruments, contact Jeffrey M. Zirger,
Information Collection Review Office,
Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention, 1600 Clifton Road NE, MS
H21-8, Atlanta, Georgia 30329;
Telephone: 404-639-7570; Email: omb@
cdc.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Under the
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995 (PRA)
(44 U.S.C. 3501-3520), federal agencies
must obtain approval from the Office of
Management and Budget (OMB) for each
collection of information they conduct
or sponsor. In addition, the PRA also
requires federal agencies to provide a
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60-day notice in the Federal Register
concerning each proposed collection of
information, including each new
proposed collection, each proposed
extension of existing collection of
information, and each reinstatement of
previously approved information
collection before submitting the
collection to the OMB for approval. To
comply with this requirement, we are
publishing this notice of a proposed
data collection as described below.

The OMB is particularly interested in
comments that will help:

1. Evaluate whether the proposed
collection of information is necessary
for the proper performance of the
functions of the agency, including
whether the information will have
practical utility;

2. Evaluate the accuracy of the
agency’s estimate of the burden of the
proposed collection of information,
including the validity of the
methodology and assumptions used;

3. Enhance the quality, utility, and
clarity of the information to be
collected;

4. Minimize the burden of the
collection of information on those who
are to respond, including through the
use of appropriate automated,
electronic, mechanical, or other
technological collection techniques or
other forms of information technology,
e.g., permitting electronic submissions
of responses; and

5. Assess information collection costs.

Proposed Project

The Maternal Mortality Review
Information Application (MMRIA)
(OMB Control No. 0920-1294, Exp. 05/
31/2026)—Revision—National Center
for Chronic Disease Prevention and
Health Promotion (NCCDPHP), Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention
(CDC).

Background and Brief Description

The Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC) seeks a Revision to
continue to collect information through
the Maternal Mortality Review
Information Application (MMRIA) for
three additional years. MMRIA is a
standardized data system that allows
Maternal Mortality Review Committees
(MMRCs) across the United States to
abstract relevant data (clinical and non-
clinical) about pregnancy-associated
deaths identified from a variety of

sources, create case narratives to
facilitate review of data, and document
committee decisions such as pregnancy-
relatedness of the death, contributing
factors, and recommendation efforts to
prevent future deaths. Deaths during
pregnancy or in the year after the end
of pregnancy are a tragedy for families
and for society as a whole. Sadly, for
over a decade, deaths in the United
States resulting from pregnancy or
delivery complications, a chain of
events initiated by pregnancy, or the
aggravation of an unrelated condition by
the physiologic effects of pregnancy
have remained unacceptably high.
However, findings from MMRCs
indicate that four of five pregnancy-
related deaths are preventable. Maternal
Mortality Review is a process by which
a multidisciplinary committee at the
jurisdiction level identifies and reviews
cases of deaths occurring within one
year of pregnancy. Members of MMRCs
typically represent public health,
obstetrics and gynecology, maternal-
fetal medicine, nursing, midwifery,
forensic pathology, mental health, and
behavioral health. Members might also
include social workers, patient
advocates, and other relevant
multidisciplinary stakeholders. Through
a partnership among the MMRGC, the
state vital records office, and
epidemiologists, deaths among women
of reproductive age are examined to
determine if they occurred during
pregnancy or within a year of the end
of pregnancy (i.e., pregnancy-associated
deaths). Through this process, potential
cases of pregnancy-related deaths (i.e.,
maternal death from any cause related
to or aggravated by pregnancy or its
management) are then identified.
Review committees access multiple
sources of clinical and non-clinical
information to understand the
circumstances surrounding a death as
they develop recommendations for
action to prevent similar deaths in the
future. This multidisciplinary approach
encourages collaboration with clinical
and non-clinical partnerships to
improve quality of care and address
medical and non-medical drivers; a
comprehensive approach to more
effectively improve health outcomes.
The MMRIA is a standardized data
system that MMRGs use to collect
timely, accurate, and standardized
information about deaths to women
during pregnancy and the year after the

end of pregnancy, including
opportunities for prevention, within and
across jurisdictions. Data will be
abstracted and entered into MMRIA
from various sources, including death
certificates, autopsy reports, birth
certificates, prenatal care records,
emergency room visits records,
hospitalization records, records for
other medical office visits, medical
transport records, social and
environmental profiles, mental health
profiles, and informant interviews. Case
narratives are auto-populated from the
abstracted data for committee review,
and subsequent committee decisions are
also documented in MMRIA. Burden
estimates presented here are for 52
jurisdictions that receive funding
through CDC-RFA-DP24-0053. As part
of this cooperative agreement, these
jurisdictions are required to compile in
MMRIA a defined set of information
about deaths that occur during
pregnancy or the year after the end of
pregnancy. It is estimated that
information will be collected for a total
of 2,832 pregnancy-associated deaths on
average, annually, among the 52
jurisdictions with funding support
through CDC-RFA-DP24-0053. It is
estimated that on average, 15 hours of
abstraction are required for each death
entered into MMRIA. CDC has
established a process that reduces the
burden related to abstraction of vital
records into MMRIA that is currently
applicable to 41 of the 52 funding
recipients. The estimated average is 14
hours of abstraction for each death
entered into MMRIA for these 41
funding recipients. For all jurisdictions
with funding support through CDC—
RFA-DP24-0053, an additional 24
minutes on average is needed to enter
the committee decisions into MMRIA.
This Revision reflects an increase in the
burden from an overall total of 33,482
(last approval) to 41,789, for a total
increase of 8,307 hours. The explanation
for this increase is that in the prior
approval, deaths were estimated
indirectly because actual counts were
not available. The numbers of deaths
used in this Revision are based on
actual case counts among CDC-RFA—
DP24-0053 funding recipients.

CDC requests OMB approval for an
estimated 41,789 annual burden hours.
There is no cost to respondents other
than their time to participate.
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ESTIMATED ANNUALIZED BURDEN HOURS

Average
Number of Total
Type of respondents Form name rysupnc;ggrer?tfs responses per brzfggnggr ‘burden
respondent (in hours) (in hours)
Jurisdictions with current funding support through CDC— MMRIA abstraction 11 55 15 9,075
RFA-DP24-0053 who manually abstract all data into form.
MMRIA.
Jurisdictions with current funding support through CDC— MMRIA abstraction 41 55 14 31,570
RFA-DP24-0053, for which CDC is uploading vital form.
records into MMRIA and jurisdiction staff abstract remain-
ing data manually into MMRIA.
All jurisdictions with current funding support through CDC— | MMRIA committee 52 55 0.4 1,144
RFA-DP124-0053,. decision form.
TOMAL et nres | eenreestee st e seesreeseees | teesireeseesineenees | reeseessreeseesseens | eeeseenirenneenns 41,789

Jeffrey M. Zirger,

Lead, Information Collection Review Office,
Office of Public Health Ethics and
Regulations, Office of Science, Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention.

[FR Doc. 2026—-00426 Filed 1-12—26; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4163-18-P

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND
HUMAN SERVICES

Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention

[60Day—26—-0134; Docket No. CDC—2026—
0001]

Proposed Data Collection Submitted
for Public Comment and
Recommendations

AGENCY: Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC), Department of Health
and Human Services (HHS).

ACTION: Notice with comment period.

SUMMARY: The Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention (CDC), as part of
its continuing effort to reduce public
burden and maximize the utility of
government information, invites the
general public and other federal
agencies the opportunity to comment on
a proposed and/or continuing
information collection, as required by
the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995.
This notice invites comment on a
proposed information collection project
titled Land Activity Illness and Death
Reporting. This data collection is
designed to collect necessary
information needed for CDC to conduct
public health response and follow up in
the event an individual with a
confirmed or suspected communicable
disease is known to have traveled via
land conveyance across an international
land or state border.

DATES: CDC must receive written
comments on or before March 16, 2026.

ADDRESSES: You may submit comments,
identified by Docket No. CDC-2026—
0001 by either of the following methods:

e Federal eRulemaking Portal:
www.regulations.gov. Follow the
instructions for submitting comments.

e Mail: Jeffrey M. Zirger, Information
Collection Review Office, Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention, 1600
Clifton Road NE, MS H21-8, Atlanta,
Georgia 30329.

Instructions: All submissions received
must include the agency name and
Docket Number. CDC will post, without
change, all relevant comments to
www.regulations.gov.

Please note: Submit all comments
through the Federal eRulemaking portal
(www.regulations.gov) or by U.S. mail to
the address listed above.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: To
request more information on the
proposed project or to obtain a copy of
the information collection plan and
instruments, contact Jeffrey M. Zirger,
Information Collection Review Office,
Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention, 1600 Clifton Road NE, MS
H21-8, Atlanta, Georgia 30329;
Telephone: 404-639-7570; Email: omb@
cdc.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Under the
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995 (PRA)
(44 U.S.C. 3501-3520), federal agencies
must obtain approval from the Office of
Management and Budget (OMB) for each
collection of information they conduct
or sponsor. In addition, the PRA also
requires federal agencies to provide a
60-day notice in the Federal Register
concerning each proposed collection of
information, including each new
proposed collection, each proposed
extension of existing collection of
information, and each reinstatement of
previously approved information
collection before submitting the
collection to the OMB for approval. To
comply with this requirement, we are

publishing this notice of a proposed
data collection as described below.

The OMB is particularly interested in
comments that will help:

1. Evaluate whether the proposed
collection of information is necessary
for the proper performance of the
functions of the agency, including
whether the information will have
practical utility;

2. Evaluate the accuracy of the
agency’s estimate of the burden of the
proposed collection of information,
including the validity of the
methodology and assumptions used;

3. Enhance the quality, utility, and
clarity of the information to be
collected.

4. Minimize the burden of the
collection of information on those who
are to respond, including through the
use of appropriate automated,
electronic, mechanical, or other
technological collection techniques or
other forms of information technology,
e.g., permitting electronic submissions
of responses; and

5. Assess information collection costs.

Proposed Project

Land Activity Illness and Death
Reporting (OMB Control No. 0920-0134,
Exp. 3/31/2026)—Revision—National
Center for Emerging and Zoonotic
Infectious Diseases (NCEZID), Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention
(CDQ).

Background and Brief Description

The goal of this information collection
is to ensure that, consistent with the
authorities in the Public Health Service
Act and CFR parts 70 and 71, Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention
(CDCQ) is able to prevent the
introduction, transmission or spread of
communicable diseases from foreign
countries into the United States or from
one State or possession into any other
State or possession. This information
collection focuses on collecting
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necessary information needed for CDC
to conduct public health response and
follow up in the event an individual
with a confirmed or suspected
communicable disease is known to have
traveled via land conveyance (e.g., bus,
train, other) across an international land
border or state borders while infectious
or potentially infectious, presenting a
risk of disease spread to others. This
information collection includes
collection of conveyance, passenger and
crew contact information from land
conveyance operators (aka manifests) for

contact investigations. Additionally,
this information collection includes
forms to obtain information on the
outcomes of the contact investigations
carried out by international, state, local,
or territorial public health professionals
to assess the impacts of CDC regulatory
activities.

With this current submission, CDC is
requesting a Revision with the aim of
improving efficiency of DGMH’s land
activities PRA submission process
through aggregation under a single OMB
Control Number. One form (Attachment
B) will stay in 0920-0134. All other

ESTIMATED ANNUALIZED BURDEN HOURS

information collection tools currently
approved in 0920-0134 will move to
0920-0488 or 0920-1335. CDC is
requesting that one form (Attachment F)
will move from OMB control 0920-0900
to 0920—0134. Finally, four new
information collection tools are being
added to this information collection
request for 0920—0134 (Attachments C,
D, E, and G).

CDC requests OMB approval for an
estimated 83 annualized burden hours.
There is no cost to respondents other
than their time to participate.

Average
Number of Total
Type of Form name Number of responses per burden per burden
respondents respondents regponder?t {ﬁsﬁgﬂfg’; (in hours)
Traveler ... Land Travel lliness or Death Investiga- 62 1 15/60 16
State/Local/Territorial or International tion Form.
Public Health Staff.
Traveler/State/Local/Territorial or Inter- Land Passenger Locator Form (New) .. 60 1 5/60 5
national Public Health Staff.
Land Conveyance Operator Medical/ International Land Conveyance Mani- 5 1 6 30
Safety Officer or Equivalent/Computer fest Order Template (New).
and Information Systems Manager.
Land Conveyance Operator Medical/ Domestic Land Conveyance Manifest 5 1 6 30
Safety Officer or Equivalent/Computer Order Template (New).
and Information Systems Manager.
State/Local/Territorial or International General Land Contact Investigation 5 1 10/60 1
Public Health Staff. Outcome Reporting Form.
State/Local/Territorial or International TB Land Contact Investigation Out- 5 1 10/60 1
Public Health Staff. come Reporting Form (New).
TOMAL e | e e e | eesiereseesineesees | reeseenireeseesieen | eeeseenieenseenns 83

Jeffrey M. Zirger,

Lead, Information Collection Review Office,
Office of Public Health Ethics and
Regulations, Office of Science, Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention.

[FR Doc. 2026—00422 Filed 1-12—26; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4163-18-P

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND
HUMAN SERVICES

Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention

[60 Day—26—1406; Docket No. CDC-2026—
0004]

Proposed Data Collection Submitted
for Public Comment and
Recommendations

AGENCY: Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC), Department of Health
and Human Services (HHS).

ACTION: Notice with comment period.

SUMMARY: The Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention (CDC), as part of
its continuing effort to reduce public
burden and maximize the utility of

government information, invites the
general public and other federal
agencies the opportunity to comment on
a continuing information collection, as
required by the Paperwork Reduction
Act of 1995. This notice invites
comments on a proposed information
collection project titled Traveler-Based
Genomic Surveillance Program (TGS)
Traveler Questionnaire. The TGS
program monitors for communicable
diseases among arriving international
travelers at select U.S. airports.

DATES: CDC must receive written
comments on or before March 16, 2026.
ADDRESSES: You may submit comments,
identified by Docket No. CDC-2026—
0004 by either of the following methods:

o Federal eRulemaking Portal:
www.regulations.gov. Follow the
instructions for submitting comments.

o Mail: Jeffrey M. Zirger, Information
Collection Review Office, Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention, 1600
Clifton Road NE, MS H21-8, Atlanta,
Georgia 30329.

Instructions: All submissions received
must include the agency name and
Docket Number. CDC will post, without

change, all relevant comments to
www.regulations.gov.

Please note: Submit all comments
through the Federal eRulemaking portal
(www.regulations.gov) or by U.S. mail to
the address listed above.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: To
request more information on the
proposed project or to obtain a copy of
the information collection plan and
instruments, contact Jeffrey M. Zirger,
Information Collection Review Office,
Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention, 1600 Clifton Road NE, MS
H21-8, Atlanta, Georgia 30329;
Telephone: 404-639-7570; Email: omb@
cdce.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Under the
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995 (PRA)
(44 U.S.C. 3501-3520), federal agencies
must obtain approval from the Office of
Management and Budget (OMB) for each
collection of information they conduct
or sponsor. In addition, the PRA also
requires federal agencies to provide a
60-day notice in the Federal Register
concerning each proposed collection of
information, including each new
proposed collection, each proposed
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extension of existing collection of
information, and each reinstatement of
previously approved information
collection before submitting the
collection to the OMB for approval. To
comply with this requirement, we are
publishing this notice of a proposed
data collection as described below.

The OMB is particularly interested in
comments that will help:

1. Evaluate whether the proposed
collection of information is necessary
for the proper performance of the
functions of the agency, including
whether the information will have
practical utility;

2. Evaluate the accuracy of the
agency’s estimate of the burden of the
proposed collection of information,
including the validity of the
methodology and assumptions used;

3. Enhance the quality, utility, and
clarity of the information to be
collected;

4. Minimize the burden of the
collection of information on those who
are to respond, including through the
use of appropriate automated,
electronic, mechanical, or other
technological collection techniques or
other forms of information technology,
e.g., permitting electronic submissions
of responses; and

5. Assess information collection costs.

Proposed Project

Traveler-Based Genomic Surveillance
Program (TGS) Traveler Questionnaire
(OMB Control No. 0920-1406, Exp. 6/
30/2026)—Revision—National Center
for Emerging and Zoonotic Infectious
Diseases (NCEZID), Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention (CDC).

Background and Brief Description

The goal of CDC’s Traveler-Based
Genomic Surveillance program (TGS) is
to monitor for communicable diseases
among arriving international travelers at
select U.S. airports. Doing so enables the
early detection of communicable disease
importations of public health concern.
The program also fills gaps in global
biosurveillance by monitoring trends in
global circulation of communicable
diseases. Travelers who volunteer to
participate in the program at airports
and provide written, informed consent
complete a short, anonymous
questionnaire asking for travel
information and general demographics.
Two lower nasal swabs are then self-
collected from participants. One swab is
pooled with other traveler swabs in
batches of 5-10 samples. Pooled
samples undergo initial testing for
pathogens of public health importance
(including SARS-CoV-2, Influenza A

ESTIMATED ANNUALIZED BURDEN HOURS

virus, and RSV [respiratory syncytial
virus]) via reverse transcription
polymerase chain reaction (RT-PCR)
testing. If any pool of swabs registers
with any positive test, then all
secondary swab samples (stored
individually) corresponding to those in
the pool are tested individually.
Pathogen genomic sequencing may be
performed on samples to determine the
pathogen lineage. Some samples may be
sent to CDC for further testing. No
human genetic testing will be
performed.

This request is a Revision of the
approved collection request titled:
Traveler-Based Genomic Surveillance
(OMB Control No. 0920-1406). The
program has since broadened to include
testing nasal swabs for pathogens
beyond SARS-CoV-2. The program has
also streamlined the questions asked of
participants based on data from
previous versions of the questionnaire,
participant feedback received through
program staff at the airports, and direct
input from the program staff at the
airports. The new information collection
has fewer questions, and question
wording has been updated to improve
participant comprehension and
response rates.

Average
Number of Total
Type of respondents Form name rglsurggg;r?tfs responses per brlérsdegnggr burden
P respondent (in ﬁours) (in hours)
General Public (International Traveler-Based Genomic Surveillance Traveler 500,000 1 4/60 33,333
traveler). Questionnaire.
LI} - | S OSSP IO PRRRRRUSPRRUR IPUPPRRRRRRRRNY 33,333

Jeffrey M. Zirger,

Lead, Information Collection Review Office,
Office of Public Health Ethics and
Regulations, Office of Science, Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention.

[FR Doc. 2026—00420 Filed 1-12-26; 8:45 am]

BILLING CODE 4163-18-P

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND
HUMAN SERVICES

Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention

[60Day—-26—-0004; Docket No. CDC-2026—
0003]

Proposed Data Collection Submitted
for Public Comment and
Recommendations

AGENCY: Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC), Department of Health
and Human Services (HHS).

ACTION: Notice with comment period.

SUMMARY: The Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention (CDC), as part of
its continuing effort to reduce public
burden and maximize the utility of
government information, invites the
general public and other federal

agencies the opportunity to comment on
continuing information collection, as
required by the Paperwork Reduction
Act of 1995. This notice invites
comment on a proposed information
collection project titled National Disease
Surveillance Program—II. Disease
Summaries information collection. This
collection is used to determine the
prevalence of diseases and for the
planning and evaluation of programs
that prevent and control infectious
disease.

DATES: CDC must receive written
comments on or before March 16, 2026.

ADDRESSES: You may submit comments,
identified by Docket No. CDC-2026—
0003 by either of the following methods:
e Federal eRulemaking Portal:
www.regulations.gov. Follow the
instructions for submitting comments.
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e Mail: Jeffrey M. Zirger, Information
Collection Review Office, Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention, 1600
Clifton Road NE, MS H21-8, Atlanta,
Georgia 30329.

Instructions: All submissions received
must include the agency name and
Docket Number. CDC will post, without
change, all relevant comments to
www.regulations.gov.

Please note: Submit all comments
through the Federal eRulemaking portal
(www.regulations.gov) or by U.S. mail to
the address listed above.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: To
request more information on the
proposed project or to obtain a copy of
the information collection plan and
instruments, contact Jeffrey M. Zirger,
Information Collection Review Office,
Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention, 1600 Clifton Road NE, MS
H21-8, Atlanta, Georgia 30329;
Telephone: 404-639-7570; Email: omb@
cdc.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Under the
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995 (PRA)
(44 U.S.C. 3501-3520), federal agencies
must obtain approval from the Office of
Management and Budget (OMB) for each
collection of information they conduct
or sponsor. In addition, the PRA also
requires federal agencies to provide a
60-day notice in the Federal Register
concerning each proposed collection of
information, including each new
proposed collection, each proposed
extension of existing collection of
information, and each reinstatement of
previously approved information
collection before submitting the
collection to the OMB for approval. To
comply with this requirement, we are

publishing this notice of a proposed
data collection as described below.

The OMB is particularly interested in
comments that will help:

1. Evaluate whether the proposed
collection of information is necessary
for the proper performance of the
functions of the agency, including
whether the information will have
practical utility;

2. Evaluate the accuracy of the
agency’s estimate of the burden of the
proposed collection of information,
including the validity of the
methodology and assumptions used;

3. Enhance the quality, utility, and
clarity of the information to be
collected;

4. Minimize the burden of the
collection of information on those who
are to respond, including through the
use of appropriate automated,
electronic, mechanical, or other
technological collection techniques or
other forms of information technology,
e.g., permitting electronic submissions
of responses; and

5. Assess information collection costs.

Proposed Project

National Disease Surveillance
Program II Disease Summaries (OMB
Control No. 0920-0004, Exp. 4/30/
2026)—Extension—National Center for
Immunization and Respiratory Diseases
(NCIRD), Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention (CDC).

Background and Brief Description

CDC requests a three-year approval for
the Extension of the National Disease
Surveillance Program II—Disease
Summaries information collection. As
with previous approvals, these data are
essential for measuring trends in

ESTIMATED ANNUALIZED BURDEN HOURS

diseases, evaluating the effectiveness of
current preventive strategies, and
determining the need to modify current
preventive measures. The following
diseases are included in this
surveillance program: Influenza Virus,
Caliciviruses, Respiratory and Enteric
Viruses, Enteroviruses, Adenoviruses,
Arthropod-Borne Diseases (Non-Human
Data), and Pediatric Hepatitis of
Unknown Etiology. This Extension with
minimal modifications includes 10
influenza forms, Suspect Respiratory
Virus Patient Form, Middle East
Respiratory Syndrome Coronavirus
(MERS) Patient Under Investigation
(PUI) Form, Viral Gastroenteritis
Outbreak Submission Form, National
Respiratory and Enteric Virus
Surveillance System (NREVSS)
Laboratory Assessment and National
Enterovirus Surveillance Report,
National Adenovirus Type Reporting
System (NATRS) Form, Aggregate case
counts of persons exposed to Highly
Pathogenic Avian Influenza (HPAI),
Pediatric Hepatitis of Unknown Etiology
Medical Record Abstraction Form (CRF)
and Pediatric Hepatitis of Unknown
Etiology Medical Record Abstraction
short form version, and Arthropod
(Vector)-Borne Diseases (Non-Human
Data). These forms will have minor edits
with no burden change from last OMB
approval. The data from these forms
will enable rapid detection and
characterization of outbreaks of known
pathogens, as well as potential newly
emerging viral pathogens.

CDC requests OMB approval for an
estimated 27,458 annual burden hours.
There is no cost to respondents other
than their time to participate.

Number of Number of bA\&erage Total burd

umber o responses urden per otal burden

Type of respondent Form name respondents %er responge (in hr)

respondent (in hr)

Epidemiologist ............... Attachment E—WHO Collaborating center for 47 52 10/60 407
Influenza—Influenza Virus Surveillance.

Epidemiologist ............... Attachment F—U.S. WHO Collaborating Labora- 113 1 10/60 19
tories Influenza Testing Methods Assessment.

Epidemiologist ............... Attachment H—US Outpatient Influenza-like Ill- 1,800 52 10/60 15,600
ness Surveillance Network (ILINet) Workfolder
55.20E.

Epidemiologist ............... Attachment J—Influenza-Associated Pediatric 57 2 30/60 57
Mortality—Case Report Form.

Epidemiologist ............... Attachment K—Human Infection with Novel In- 57 2 30/60 57
fluenza A Virus Case Report Form.

Epidemiologist ............... Attachment M—Human Infection with Novel In- 57 1 90/60 86
fluenza A Virus Severe Outcomes.

Epidemiologist ............... Attachment P—Novel Influenza A Virus Case 57 1 15/60 14
Screening Form.

Epidemiologist ............... Attachment T—Antiviral Resistant Influenza In- 57 3 30/60 86
fection Case Report Form.
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ESTIMATED ANNUALIZED BURDEN HOURS—Continued

Number of Number of bA\g’erage Total burd

umber o responses urden per otal burden

Type of respondent UL respondents %er responge (in hr)

respondent (in hr)

Epidemiologist ............... Attachment U—National Respiratory & Enteric 550 52 15/60 7150
Virus Surveillance System (NREVSS)
(55.83A, B, D) (electronic).

Epidemiologist ............... Attachment V—National Enterovirus Surveil- 20 12 15/60 60
lance Report: (CDC 55.9) (electronic).

Epidemiologist ............... Attachment W—National Adenovirus Type Re- 13 4 15/60 13
porting System (NATRS).

Epidemiologist ............... Attachment X—Middle East Respiratory Syn- 57 3 25/60 71
drome (MERS) Patient Under Investigation
(PUI) Short Form.

Epidemiologist ............... Attachment Y—Viral Gastroenteritis Outbreak 20 5 5/60 8
Submission Form.

Epidemiologist ............... Attachment AA—Influenza Virus (Electronic, 57 52 5/60 247
Year Round), PHLIP_HL7 messaging Data
Elements.

Epidemiologist ............... Attachment BB—Influenza virus (electronic, year 3 52 5/60 13
round) (PHIN-MS).

Epidemiologist ............... Attachment CC—Suspect Respiratory Virus Pa- 10 5 30/60 25
tient Form.

Epidemiologist ............... Attachment EE, Aggregate counts of persons 52 52 10/60 451
exposed to Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza
(HPAL).

Epidemiologist ............... Attachment FF, Pediatric Hepatitis of Unknown 52 4 15/60 52
Etiology Medical Record Abstraction Short
Form.

Epidemiologist ............... Attachment GG, Pediatric Hepatitis of Unknown 52 2 45/60 78
Etiology Medical Record Abstraction Form
(CRF).

Epidemiologist ............... Attachment HH, Arthropod (Vector)-Borne Dis- 57 52 60/60 2964
eases (Non-Human Data).

Total o | e | | e 27,458

Jeffrey M. Zirger,

Lead, Information Collection Review Office,
Office of Public Health Ethics and
Regulations, Office of Science, Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention.

[FR Doc. 2026-00421 Filed 1-12—26; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4163-18-P

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND
HUMAN SERVICES

Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention

[60Day—26-1215; Docket No. CDC—2026—
0002]

Proposed Data Collection Submitted
for Public Comment and
Recommendations

AGENCY: Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC), Department of Health
and Human Services (HHS).

ACTION: Notice with comment period.

SUMMARY: The Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention (CDC), as part of
its continuing effort to reduce public
burden and maximize the utility of
government information, invites the
general public and other federal

agencies the opportunity to comment on
a continuing information collection, as
required by the Paperwork Reduction
Act of 1995. This notice invites
comment on a proposed information
collection project titled Awardee Lead
Profile Assessment (ALPA). The ALPA
survey will serve to identify childhood
lead poisoning-related laws and
guidance, surveillance and prevention
strategies, and program services
including blood lead levels at what
various case management activities are
performed in children exposed to lead.

DATES: CDC must receive written
comments on or before March 16, 2026.

ADDRESSES: You may submit comments,
identified by Docket No. CDC-2026—
0002 by either of the following methods:

e Federal eRulemaking Portal:
www.regulations.gov. Follow the
instructions for submitting comments.

o Mail: Jeffrey M. Zirger, Information
Collection Review Office, Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention, 1600
Clifton Road NE, MS H21-8, Atlanta,
Georgia 30329.

Instructions: All submissions received
must include the agency name and
Docket Number. CDC will post, without

change, all relevant comments to
www.regulations.gov.

Please note: Submit all comments
through the Federal eRulemaking portal
(www.regulations.gov) or by U.S. mail to
the address listed above.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: To
request more information on the
proposed project or to obtain a copy of
the information collection plan and
instruments, contact Jeffrey M. Zirger,
Information Collection Review Office,
Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention, 1600 Clifton Road NE, MS
H21-8, Atlanta, Georgia 30329;
Telephone: 404—639-7570; Email: omb@
cdc.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Under the
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995 (PRA)
(44 U.S.C. 3501-3520), federal agencies
must obtain approval from the Office of
Management and Budget (OMB) for each
collection of information they conduct
or sponsor. In addition, the PRA also
requires federal agencies to provide a
60-day notice in the Federal Register
concerning each proposed collection of
information, including each new
proposed collection, each proposed
extension of existing collection of
information, and each reinstatement of
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previously approved information
collection before submitting the
collection to the OMB for approval. To
comply with this requirement, we are
publishing this notice of a proposed
data collection as described below.

The OMB is particularly interested in
comments that will help:

1. Evaluate whether the proposed
collection of information is necessary
for the proper performance of the
functions of the agency, including
whether the information will have
practical utility;

2. Evaluate the accuracy of the
agency’s estimate of the burden of the
proposed collection of information,
including the validity of the
methodology and assumptions used;

3. Enhance the quality, utility, and
clarity of the information to be
collected;

4. Minimize the burden of the
collection of information on those who
are to respond, including through the
use of appropriate automated,
electronic, mechanical, or other
technological collection techniques or
other forms of information technology,
e.g., permitting electronic submissions
of responses; and

5. Assess information collection costs.

Proposed Project

Awardee Lead Profile Assessment
(ALPA) (OMB Control No. 0920-1215,
Exp. 05/31/2026)—Revision—National
Center for Environmental Health
(NCEH), Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC).

Background and Brief Description

The Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC) is requesting

Paperwork Reduction Act (PRA)
Clearance for a three-year Revision of
the information collection request (ICR)
titled Awardee Lead Profile Assessment
(ALPA) (OMB Control No. 0920-1215).
The goal of this ICR is to build on the
CDC'’s existing childhood lead
poisoning prevention program. CDC
requires that ongoing and new CDC
Childhood Lead Poisoning Prevention
Programs (CLPPPs), including those
funded under the current Notice of
Funding Opportunity “Childhood Lead
Poisoning Prevention and Surveillance
of Blood Lead Levels in Children”
(CDC-RFA-EH21-2102), complete the
ALPA annually.

CDC can use the information obtained
to inform guidance, resource
development, and technical assistance
activities in support of the ultimate goal
of eliminating lead exposure in
children. Assessment findings will be
shared with CDC-funded Childhood
Lead Poisoning Prevention Programs
(CLPPPs) and in response to inquiries
by the public, press, and Congress; a
report or journal article may be
published. The dissemination of results
will support the ability for both funded
and non-funded jurisdictions to: (1)
identify policies and other factors that
support or hinder childhood lead
poisoning prevention efforts; (2)
understand what strategies are being
used by funded state, territorial, and
local governments to implement
childhood lead poisoning prevention
activities; and (3) develop and apply
similar strategies to support the national
agenda to eliminate childhood lead
poisoning.

ESTIMATED ANNUALIZED BURDEN HOURS

This program management
information collection has been revised
in several ways, including the addition
of new response options and questions
as well as simpler language and
structure. The method of data collection
has changed from Epi Info to REDCap.

¢ The electronic data collection tool
was updated to REDCap because Epi
Info is no longer available at CDC. Using
REDCap improves functionality and
streamlines data management.

e The section on local laws was
removed to focus solely on programs
receiving surveillance funding, ensuring
greater relevance and consistency across
respondents.

e Questions that were unclear or
difficult to interpret were revised for
clarity.

¢ Redundant or overlapping
questions and response choices were
combined where appropriate for clarity
and to reduce respondent burden.

e The previous alphanumeric
question labels were replaced with a
fully numeric system, creating a cleaner
and more organized survey format

The revisions on the survey will
slightly affect the total time burden
requested as the time to take the survey
has increased from 47 minutes per
response in 2021 to 53 minutes per
response in 2025. This time estimate per
response is based on pilot tests of the
revised survey among five respondents
and includes the time needed to review
the ALPA Training Manual. CDC
requests OMB approval for an estimated
66 annualized burden hours. There is no
cost to respondents other than their time
to participate.

Average
Number of Total
Type of respondents Form name rglsurggg;r?tfs responses per brtérsdeonnggr burden
P respondent (in ﬁours) (in hours)
State, Territorial, and Local Governments (or their bona fide | ALPA Web Survey 75 1 53/60 66
fiscal agents).
TOMAI e nne | eerrrree s e e e e ennreens | aerreeeeseeessnneens | rerreesssneesnineennne | reressreeeesneees 66

Jeffrey M. Zirger,

Lead, Information Collection Review Office,
Office of Public Health Ethics and
Regulations, Office of Science, Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention.

[FR Doc. 2026-00425 Filed 1-12-26; 8:45 am]

BILLING CODE 4163-18-P

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND
HUMAN SERVICES

[Document Identifier: 0S-0945-NEW-30D]
Agency Information Collection

Request; 30-Day Public Comment
Request

AGENCY: Office of the Secretary, HHS.
ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: In compliance with the
requirement of the Paperwork

Reduction Act of 1995, the Office of the
Secretary (OS), Department of Health
and Human Services, submitted an
Information Collection Request (ICR) to
the Office of Management and Budget
(OMB) for review and approval. OMB
will accept further comments from the
public during the review and approval
period.

DATES: Comments on the Information
Collection Request (ICR) must be
received on or before February 12, 2026.
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ADDRESSES: Written comments and
recommendations for the proposed
information collection should be sent
within 30 days of publication of this
notice via www.reginfo.gov/public/do/
PRAMain. Find this information
collection by selecting

“Currently under Review”” and
“Select Agency: Department of Health
and Human Services”.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
When requesting information, such as a
free copy of the form to be used for the
information collection, please include
the document identifier OS—0945-New-
30D and project title for reference, to
Conner O’Brien by email at
OCRPrivacy@hhs.gov, or by phone at
(202) 240-3110.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Interested
persons are invited to send comments
regarding this burden estimate or any
other aspect of this collection of
information, including any of the
following subjects: (1) The necessity and
utility of the proposed information
collection for the proper performance of
the agency’s functions; (2) the accuracy
of the estimated burden; (3) ways to
enhance the quality, utility, and clarity
of the information to be collected; and
(4) the use of automated collection
techniques or other forms of information
technology to minimize the information
collection burden.

Title of the Collection: Confidentiality
of Substance Use Disorder Patient
Records Complaint Form.

Type of Collection: New Collection.

OMB No. 0945-New: Office for Civil
Rights (OCR)—Health Information
Privacy, Data, and Cybersecurity
Division.

Abstract: OCR is requesting Office of
Management and Budget (OMB)
approval for a new information
collection. OCR published a 60-day
notice in the Federal Register on
September 11, 2025, and, following a
government shutdown, OCR reopened
the comment period for an additional 47
days on November 19, 2025.2 No public
comments were received. Under OCR’s
delegated civil enforcement authority, a
person may file a complaint with OCR
for alleged noncompliance with 42 CFR
part 2 (“Part 2”’). OCR will collect
information from individuals using the
form, Confidentiality of Substance Use
Disorder Patient Records Complaint, to
allow OCR to collect the minimum
information needed from individuals
who file complaints with OCR to form
the basis for the initial processing of
such complaints to satisfy the right of an
individual to file a complaint under 42
CFR 2.4(b).

I. Authority

OCR has delegated civil enforcement
authority 3 under 42 U.S.C. 290dd-2(f),
as amended by section 3221 of the
Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic
Security Act, which applies section
1176 of the Social Security Act (“‘the
Act”), 45 U.S.C. 1320d-5, to a violation
of Part 2 in the same manner as it
applies to a violation of part C of title
XTI of the Act, Administrative
Simplification. The Administrative
Simplification provisions were added to
the Act by the Health Insurance
Portability and Accountability Act of
1996 (HIPAA). OCR currently exercises
its enforcement authority under section
1176 of the Act to enforce the HIPAA

Privacy, Security, and Breach
Notification Rules (collectively, “HIPAA
Rules”) in accordance with 45 CFR part
160 (“Enforcement Rule”’). To
implement 42 U.S.C. 290dd-2, as
amended, the Department published a
final rule modifying Part 2, 89 FR 12472
(February 16, 2024) (2024 Part 2 Final
Rule”), which included, among other
provisions, a new right to file
complaints of noncompliance and
applied 45 CFR part 160, subparts C, D,
and E, as the enforcement regulation for
Part 2.

II. Method of Collection

Individuals will be able to submit a
Part 2 complaint using the HHS OCR
online complaint portal or by filling out
a copy of the form obtained from OCR’s
website and submitting it to OCR
electronically or by postal mail.

II1. Estimated Burden

The estimated burden on individuals
for gathering information and
completing the Part 2 complaint form is
45 minutes per complaint based on the
hourly burden for HIPAA complaints.
Assuming that 1 in every 1,000 patients
treated for SUD would file a Part 2
complaint, the Department estimates a
total of 1,398 burden hours for 1,864
complaints annually (1,864,367
patients/1,000 x .75 hours = 1,398).

Likely Respondents: Patients of
substance use disorder treatment
programs who believe that a Part 2
program, covered entity, business
associate, qualified service organization,
or other lawful holder of Part 2 records
is noncompliant with 42 CFR part 2.

Estimated Annualized Burden Table:

Number of Average
Number of Total Total burden
42 CFR Type of respondent responses per burden hours
respondents respondent responses per response hours
24 Individuals filing a Part 2 complaint ........ 1,864 1 1,864 0.75 1,398

Catherine Howard,

Paperwork Reduction Act Reports Clearance
Officer, Department of Health and Human
Services, Office of the Secretary.

[FR Doc. 2026—00499 Filed 1-12—-26; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4153-01-P

190 FR 44077 (September 11, 2025).

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND
HUMAN SERVICES

National Institutes of Health

Center for Scientific Review; Notice of
Closed Meetings

Pursuant to section 1009 of the
Federal Advisory Committee Act, as
amended, notice is hereby given of the
following meetings.

The meetings will be closed to the
public in accordance with the
provisions set forth in sections
552b(c)(4) and 552b(c)(6), Title 5 U.S.C.,

290 FR 52070 (November 19, 2025).

as amended. The grant applications and
the discussions could disclose
confidential trade secrets or commercial
property such as patentable material,
and personal information concerning
individuals associated with the grant
applications, the disclosure of which
would constitute a clearly unwarranted
invasion of personal privacy.

Name of Committee: Center for Scientific
Review Special Emphasis Panel: Cell
Structure Function.

Date: January 27, 2026.

Time: 2:00 p.m. to 3:30 p.m.

Agenda: To review and evaluate grant
applications.

390 FR 41833 (August 27, 2025).
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Address: National Institutes of Health,
6701 Rockledge Drive, Bethesda, MD 20892.

Meeting Format: Virtual Meeting.

Contact Person: Jessica Smith, Ph.D.,
Scientific Review Officer, Center for
Scientific Review, National Institutes of
Health, 6701 Rockledge Drive, Bethesda, MD
20892, 301-402-3717, jessica.smith6@
nih.gov.

This notice is being published less than 15
days from the meeting date due to
exceptional circumstances. As a result of the
43-day government shutdown, due to lapsed
appropriations, the above meeting was
canceled. This meeting was to assess the
scientific and technical merit of NIH grant
applications, required by statute to disburse
NIH funds. The meeting must take place
urgently so that evaluations of biomedical
research applications addressing multiple
major public health priorities can be
submitted to the national advisory councils
for timely funding recommendations.
(Catalogue of Federal Domestic Assistance
Program Nos. 93.306, Comparative Medicine;
93.333, Clinical Research, 93.306, 93.333,
93.337, 93.393-93.396, 93.837-93.844,
93.846-93.878, 93.892, 93.893, National
Institutes of Health, HHS)

Dated: January 8, 2026.
Bruce A. George,
Program Analyst, Office of Federal Advisory
Committee Policy.
[FR Doc. 2026-00451 Filed 1-12-26; 8:45 am)]
BILLING CODE 4140-01-P

HQ H350894

December 19, 2025

OT:RR:CTF:VS H350894 ACH
CATEGORY: Origin
Gary Zheng, Lumens Digital Optics,

Inc., 5F No. 20 Taiyung Street, Jhubei,

301 Taiwan
RE: U.S. Government Procurement; Title

III, Trade Agreements Act of 1979 (19

U.S.C. 2511); Subpart B, Part 177, CBP

Regulations; Country of Origin of

Lumens Camera
Dear Mr. Zheng,

This is in response to your July 8,
2025 request for a final determination
concerning the country of origin of the
Pan Tilt Zoom (“PTZ”) Lumens VC—
TR60A Camera (‘“Camera’’) pursuant to
Title IIT of the Trade Agreements Act of
1979 (“TAA”’), as amended (19 U.S.C.
2511 et seq.), and subpart B of Part 177,
U.S. Customs and Border Protection

DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND
SECURITY

U.S. Customs and Border Protection

Notice of Issuance of Final
Determination Concerning Lumens
VC-TR60A Camera

AGENCY: U.S. Customs and Border
Protection, Department of Homeland
Security.

ACTION: Notice of final determination.

SUMMARY: This document provides
notice that U.S. Customs and Border
Protection (CBP) has issued a final
determination concerning the country of
origin of the Lumens VC-TR60A
Camera. Based upon the facts presented,
CBP has concluded that the last
substantial transformation of the
Lumens VC-TR60A Camera occurs in
Taiwan.

DATES: The final determination was
issued on December 19, 2025. A copy of
the final determination is attached. Any
party-at-interest, as defined in 19 CFR
177.22(d), may seek judicial review of
this final determination no later than
February 12, 2026.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Anna Hedstrom, Valuation and Special
Programs Branch, Regulations and
Rulings, Office of Trade, at (202) 325—
0227.

80 K Street NE — 10% Floor
Washington, DC 20229-1177

U.S. Customs and
Border Protection

(“CBP”) Regulations (19 CFR 177.21, et
seq.). Lumens is a party-at-interest
within the meaning of 19 CFR
177.22(d)(1) and 177.23(a) and is
therefore entitled to request this final
determination.

Facts

The merchandise under consideration
is the Lumens PTZ Camera, Model
Number TR60A. This camera is
designed for video conferencing in
office environments. It features speaker
tracking that allows the camera to move
toward the person speaking during a
discussion. The camera also can
combine two video images in a picture-
in-picture display, providing both a
wide-angle view and a close-up shot of
the meeting. Additionally, it has a dual
lens 12 times optical zoom, wide-angle
fix lens, Artificial Intelligence (“AI”)
motion detection, and simultaneous

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Notice is
hereby given that on December 19, 2025,
CBP issued a final determination
concerning the country of origin of the
Lumens VC-TR60A Camera for
purposes of Title III of the Trade
Agreements Act of 1979. This final
determination, Headquarters Ruling
Letter (HQ) H350894, was issued at the
request of Lumens Digital Optics, Inc.
under procedures set forth at 19 CFR
part 177, subpart B, which implements
Title III of the Trade Agreements Act of
1979, as amended (19 U.S.C. 2511-18).
In the final determination, CBP has
concluded that the last substantial
transformation of the Lumens VC—
TR60A Camera occurs in Taiwan.

Section 177.29, CBP Regulations (19
CFR 177.29), provides that a notice of
final determination shall be published
in the Federal Register within 60 days
of the date the final determination is
issued. Section 177.30, CBP Regulations
(19 CFR 177.30), provides that any
party-at-interest, as defined in 19 CFR
177.22(d), may seek judicial review of a
final determination within 30 days of
publication of such determination in the
Federal Register.

Alice A. Kipel,

Executive Director, Regulations and Rulings,
Office of Trade.

output for High-Definition Multimedia
Interface (“HDMI”’), Ethernet, and
Universal Serial Bus (“USB”’).

The camera production consists of
nine main steps: (1) zoom lens module
assembly and calibration; (2) PTZ
camera body assembly; (3) panoramic
lens module assembly; (4) zoom lens
and panoramic lens optical axis
alignment; (5) run in test; (6) firmware
programming to camera; (7) system
function test; (8) quality control
inspection; and (9) final packaging and
shipping. One camera takes around
three hours to produce.

The camera’s initial source code,
which includes requirements for the
graphical user interface that provides
product status information and the user
operation interface, is developed in
China and sent to Taiwan for burning.
This software has been developed over
a year and a half and has undergone


mailto:jessica.smith6@nih.gov
mailto:jessica.smith6@nih.gov

1328

Federal Register/Vol. 91, No. 8/ Tuesday, January 13, 2026/ Notices

multiple updates. The ultimate
consumer is unable to customize or
remove the software.

The printed circuit boards (“PCB”),
electronic components, optical parts,
and mechanical parts of the camera are
sourced from global suppliers
(including regions outside TAA
countries). The camera includes seven
printed circuit board assemblies
(“PCBAs’’): the main board (claimed to
be the brains of the camera), driver
board, power over Ethernet (“POE”)
board, home sensor board, panoramic
sensor board, zoom lens sensor board,
and microphone board. The bare PCB
and PCBA components (e.g., resistors,
capacitors, diodes, etc.) are sourced
through third parties in China.

It is stated that two components fulfill
the image conversion and capture
function: the sensors and the image
signal processor. The sensors are
responsible for light conversion, and the
image signal processor is responsible for
transferring the sensor data into visible
images through digital signal
processing. These two components are
included on the zoom lens sensor board,
panoramic sensor board, and main
board.

In Taiwan, the main PCBA board, the
panoramic sensor board, the POE board,
the zoom lens sensor board, the driver
board, and the home sensor board are
produced through a complex surface
mount technology (“SMT”) process,
which results in fully functional PCBAs.
Of all of the PCBA components that are
used to make the various boards, around
72% of them are used to make the main
PCBA board. The SMT process involves
solder paste printing component
placement, reflow soldering, inspection,
and testing. Additionally, a Chinese lens
is joined with other components to
create a lens module in Taiwan. The
final assembly process operations,
firmware programming, calibration,
function testing, quality control
inspection, packaging, and shipping
also occur in Taiwan. In China, the
microphone board is manufactured. No
other manufacturing takes place in
China.

The longest production process is the
zoom lens module pre-processing,
processing, and assembly which takes
approximately 44% of the camera’s
production time, longer than any other
steps. This process includes integrating
the zoom lens, sensor board, and driver
board, calibration, integration,
adjustment of parts, mounting, and
enclosing the module. This production
is said to take place in Taiwan.

Issue

What is the country of origin of the
Lumens Camera for the purposes of U.S.
Government procurement?

Law and Analysis

CBP issues country of origin advisory
rulings and final determinations as to
whether an article is or would be a
product of a designated country or
instrumentality for the purpose of
granting waivers of certain ‘“Buy
American” restrictions in U.S. law or
practice for products offered for sale to
the U.S. Government, pursuant to
subpart B of Part 177, 19 CFR 177.21—
177.31, which implements Title III of
the TAA, as amended (19 U.S.C. 2511—
2518).

CBP’s authority to issue advisory
rulings and final determinations stems
from 19 U.S.C. 2515(b)(1), which states:

For the purposes of this subchapter, the
Secretary of the Treasury shall provide for
the prompt issuance of advisory rulings and
final determinations on whether, under
section 2518(4)(B) of this title, an article is
or would be a product of a foreign country
or instrumentality designated pursuant to
section 2511(b) of this title.

Emphasis added.

The Secretary of the Treasury’s
authority mentioned above, along with
other customs revenue functions, are
delegated to the Secretary of Homeland
Security via Treasury Department Order
(“TO”) 100-20 “Delegation of Customs
revenue functions to Homeland
Security,” dated October 30, 2024, and
are subject to further delegations to CBP
(see also 19 CFR part 177, subpart B).

The rule of origin set forth under 19
U.S.C. 2518(4)(B) states:

An article is a product of a country or
instrumentality only if (i) it is wholly the
growth, product, or manufacture of that
country or instrumentality, or (ii) in the case
of an article which consists in whole or in
part of materials from another country or
instrumentality, it has been substantially
transformed into a new and different article
of commerce with a name, character, or use
distinct from that of the article or articles
from which it was so transformed.

See also 19 CFR 177.22(a).

In rendering advisory rulings and
final determinations for purposes of
U.S. Government procurement, CBP
applies the provisions of subpart B of
Part 177 consistent with the Federal
Procurement Regulation (“FAR”). See
19 CFR 177.21. In this regard, CBP
recognizes that the FAR restricts the
U.S. Government’s purchase of products
to U.S.-made or designated country end
products for acquisitions subject to the
TAA. See 48 CFR 25.403(c)(1).

The FAR, 48 CFR 25.003, defines
“U.S.-made end product” as:

. . an article that is mined, produced, or
manufactured in the United States or that is
substantially transformed in the United
States into a new and different article of
commerce with a name, character, or use
distinct from that of the article or articles
from which it was transformed.

To determine whether a substantial
transformation occurs when
components of various origins are
assembled into completed products,
CBP considers the totality of the
circumstances and makes such
determinations on a case-by-case basis.
The country of origin of the item’s
components, extent of the processing
that occurs within a country, and
whether such processing renders a
product with a new name, character,
and use are primary considerations in
such cases. Additionally, factors such as
the resources expended on product
design and development, the extent and
nature of post-assembly inspection and
testing procedures, and worker skill
required during the actual
manufacturing process will be
considered when determining whether a
substantial transformation has occurred.
No one factor is determinative. See, e.g.,
Headquarters Ruling Letter (“HQ”)
H311606, dated June 16, 2021; and HQ
H302801, dated October 3, 2019.

Energizer Battery, Inc. v. United
States, 190 F. Supp. 3d 1308 (Ct. Int’l
Trade 2016), involved manufacture of a
flashlight in which all the components
of the flashlight were of Chinese origin,
except for a white LED and a hydrogen
getter. The components were imported
into the United States and assembled
into the finished Generation II
flashlight. The Energizer Battery court
applied the “name, character and use”
test to determine whether a substantial
transformation had occurred and noted,
citing Uniroyal, Inc. v. United States,
542 F. Supp. 1026, 1031 (Ct. Int’] Trade
1982), that when “‘the post-importation
processing consists of assembly, courts
have been reluctant to find a change in
character, particularly when the
imported articles do not undergo a
physical change.” Energizer Battery at
1318. In addition, the court noted that
“when the end-use was pre-determined
at the time of importation, courts have
generally not found a change in use.”
Energizer Battery at 1319, citing as an
example, National Hand Tool Corp. v.
United States, 16 C.I.T. 308, 312 (1992),
aff'd, 989 F.2d 1201 (Fed. Cir. 1993).
Further, courts have considered the
nature of the assembly, i.e., whether it
is a simple or complex assembly, such
that individual parts lose their separate
identities and become integral parts of
a new article. Energizer Battery, 190 F.
Supp. 3d 1308.
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Regarding electronic equipment, CBP
has found that circuit boards undergo a
substantial transformation into PCBAs
when various components are
assembled onto the board via SMT. See
C.S.D. 85-25, 19 Cust. Bull. 844 (1985)
(determining that the assembly of the
PCBA involved a very large number of
components and a significant number of
different operations, required a
relatively significant period of time as
well as skill, attention to detail, and
quality control, and resulted in
significant economic benefit to the
beneficiary developing country from the
standpoint of both value added to the
PCBA and the overall employment
generated thereby). Additionally, CBP
has found that the mere attachment of
wires to a PCBA and installation into a
case, along with minor tuning processes,
does not result in a substantial
transformation. See HQ 561232, dated
April 20, 2004.

In rulings concerning the country of
origin of origin of a device containing
multiple PCBAs, CBP has examined the
function of the PCBAs contained in the
device to determine the origin of the
device. See HQ H311606, dated June 16,
2021. In New York Ruling Letter (“NY”’)
N348165, dated May 12, 2025, CBP
found the country of origin of a camera
to be the country in which the PCBA
became fully functional. In multiple
rulings, CBP determined that the PCBAs
contributed to the main functionality of
a finished camera. In NY N339727,
dated May 21, 2024, CBP stated that the
PCBAs contributed to the main
functionality of security cameras and
that there was no substantial
transformation after the PCBAs were
constructed. In NY N330296, dated
February 8, 2023, and NY N328151,
dated October 6, 2022, CBP stated that
the PCBAs for a surveillance camera
contributed to the main functionality of
the camera.

Here, the zoom sensor board,
panoramic sensor board, and main
board are essential to the character of
the finished camera as they are
responsible for capturing and converting
images. These boards enable the camera
to function as intended. These boards
are produced in Taiwan. Additionally,
the zoom lens assembly, which is the
longest and most complex assembly
process, takes place in Taiwan.
Therefore, the Lumens PTZ Camera is a
product of Taiwan for purposes of U.S.
Government procurement.

Holding

Based on the information provided,
for purposes of U.S. Government
procurement, the Lumens PTZ Camera
is a product of Taiwan.

Notice of this final determination will
be given in the Federal Register, as
required by 19 CFR 177.29. Any party-
at-interest other than the party which
requested this final determination may
request, pursuant to 19 CFR 177.31, that
CBP reexamine the matter anew and
issue a new final determination.
Pursuant to 19 CFR 177.30, any party-
at-interest may, within 30 days of
publication of the Federal Register
Notice referenced above, seek judicial
review of this final determination before
the U.S. Court of International Trade.

Sincerely,
Alice A. Kipel,

Executive Director, Regulations and Rulings,
Office of Trade.

[FR Doc. 2026—00484 Filed 1-12—26; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 9111-14-P

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

Bureau of Land Management

[A2407-014-004-065516; 02509—014—-004—
125222]

Notice of Availability of the Draft
Central Coast Field Office Oil and Gas,
Leasing and Development
Supplemental Environmental Impact
Statement, California

AGENCY: Bureau of Land Management,
Interior.

ACTION: Notice of availability.

SUMMARY: In compliance with the
National Environmental Policy Act
(NEPA) of 1969, as amended, and the
Federal Land Policy and Management
Act (FLPMA) of 1976, as amended, the
Bureau of Land Management (BLM)
announces the availability of the Draft
Supplemental Environmental Impact
Statement (EIS) for the Central Coast
Field Office Oil and Gas Leasing and
Development Supplemental
Environmental Impact Statement.
DATES: To afford the BLM the
opportunity to consider comments in
the Draft Supplemental EIS, please
ensure that the BLM receives your
comments within 45 days following the
date the Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) publishes its Notice of
Availability (NOA) of the Draft
Supplemental EIS in the Federal
Register. The EPA usually publishes its
NOAs on Fridays. The BLM will hold
one virtual public meeting, with the
date announced on the BLM California
website. The public must register in
advance for this webinar to participate:
https://empsi.zoom.us/webinar/register/
WN_QQH860y]TaGC_E6xGmwqlA#/
registration.

ADDRESSES: The Draft Supplemental EIS
and associated documents are available
for review on the BLM project website
at: https://eplanning.blm.gov/eplanning-
ui/project/2037489/510.

Written comments related to the
Central Coast Field Office Oil and Gas
Leasing and Development Supplemental
EIS may be submitted by the following
method: https://eplanning.blm.gov/
eplanning-ui/project/2037489/510.

Documents pertinent to this proposal
may also be examined at the Central
Coast Field Office, address 940 2nd
Ave., Marina, CA 93933.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Sarah Mathews, Project Manager,
telephone (831) 582—-2257; address 940
2nd Ave. Marina, CA 93933; email blm
ca_ccfo_oil gas seis@blm.gov.
Individuals in the United States who are
deaf, deafblind, hard of hearing, or have
a speech disability may dial 711 (TTY,
TDD, or TeleBraille) to access
telecommunications relay services for
contacting Ms. Mathews. Individuals
outside the United States should use the
relay services offered within their
country to make international calls to
the point-of-contact in the United
States.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
Central Coast Field Office planning area
includes Alameda, Contra Costa,
Monterey, San Benito, San Mateo, Santa
Clara, and Santa Cruz counties, and
portions of Fresno, Merced, and San
Joaquin counties and encompasses
approximately 284,000 acres of public
land and an additional 509,000 acres of
Federal mineral estate (i.e., split estate).
The purpose of the Supplemental EIS is
to analyze the environmental effects of
oil and gas leasing and development
within the Planning Area and to
determine whether changes are needed
to the fluid minerals decisions based on
new information or changes in
circumstances in the Central Coast Field
Office. The need for the supplemental
environmental analysis is to respond to
the Settlement Agreement in Case No.
3:19—cv—07155-JSC filed with the U.S.
District Court for the Northern District
of California on December 5, 2022. The
BLM presented preliminary information
for public scoping review and comment
in the June 23, 2025, Federal Register
Notice of Intent (90 FR 26602). Issues
identified by BLM personnel; Federal,
State, and local agencies; and other
stakeholders and analyzed in the Draft
Supplemental EIS were categorized by
resources and include: air and
atmospheric values; water quality and
quantity; special status species; and
recreation. The six management
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alternatives as analyzed in the 2019
Proposed RMP/Final EIS were:

Alternative A. Alternative A would
continue current management under the
existing RMP. All Federal mineral estate
would be available for oil and gas
leasing, except for designated
wilderness, wilderness study areas, the
Fort Ord National Monument, and the
Clear Creek Serpentine Area of Critical
Environmental Concern (ACEC), which
are closed under the existing RMP. No
Surface Occupancy (NSO) stipulations
would be applied in ACECs and to
Recreation and Public Purpose (R&PP)
leases. The Endangered Species
stipulation from the existing RMP
would apply in all areas open to leasing.

Alternative B. Under Alternative B,
Federal mineral estate within the
boundaries of oil and gas fields plus a
0.5-mile buffer currently identified by
the Geologic Energy Management
Division (CalGEM) would be available
for leasing. Other areas would be closed
to oil and gas leasing, including all
National Conservation Lands.
Controlled Surface Use (CSU)
stipulations would apply to all lands
open to leasing.

Alternative C. Under Alternative C,
unless currently closed under the
existing RMP, Federal mineral estate
would be open to leasing within high oil
and gas potential areas or within 0.5-
mile of the boundaries of oil and gas
fields currently identified by CalGEM,
with the exception of core population
areas of the giant kangaroo rat in the
vicinity of Panoche, Griswold-Tumey
and Ciervo Hills, which would be
closed to leasing. CSU stipulations
would apply to all lands open to
leasing. NSO stipulations would apply
to some lands open to leasing,
including: (1) Threatened and
endangered species critical habitat; (2)
BLM-developed recreation and
administrative sites; and (3) Special
status split estate lands (e.g., State
parks, county parks, lands with existing
conservation easements, land trusts and
scenic designations).

Alternative D. Under Alternative D,
unless currently closed under the
existing RMP, Federal mineral estate
underlying BLM surface estate would be
available for leasing. All Federal
mineral estate underlying the Ciervo
Panoche Natural Area (both BLM
surface and split-estate lands) would be
closed to leasing. CSU stipulations
would apply to all lands open to
leasing. NSO stipulations would be
applied in ACECs and R&PP leases.

Alternative E. Under Alternative E,
unless currently closed under the
existing RMP, Federal mineral estate
outside of a California Department of

Water Resources Bulletin 118,
Groundwater Basin or Sub-basin, would
be available for leasing. CSU
stipulations would apply to all lands
open to leasing. NSO stipulations would
apply to some lands open to leasing,
including: (1) 12-digit Hydrologic Unit
Codes (HUGCs) intersecting EPA
impaired, perennial surface waters
(BLM surface and split estate); (2) 12-
digit HUGCs intersecting non-impaired,
perennial surface waters that intersect
split estate; (3) 12-digit HUC sub-
watersheds with the highest aquatic
intactness score; (4) 0.25 miles from
non-impaired, perennial surface waters;
and (5) 0.25 miles from eligible Wild
and Scenic Rivers.

Alternative F (Preferred Alternative).
Under Alternative F, all Federal mineral
estate would be available for oil and gas
leasing with CSU stipulations, except
for designated wilderness, wilderness
study areas, the Fort Ord National
Monument, and the Clear Creek
Serpentine ACEC, which are closed
under the existing RMP. NSO
stipulations would be applied in the
Joaquin Rocks ACEC, as well as within
ACECs and giant kangaroo rat core
population areas in the Ciervo Panoche
Natural Area. Under each action
alternative, CSU stipulations would
apply to all lands open to leasing. The
CSU stipulations would mitigate
impacts to sensitive resources such as
protected, sensitive, and priority
species; critical and priority habitat;
cultural resources; and water resources
by requiring special operational
constraints on surface use to protect
these resources.

The results of this Draft Supplemental
Analysis, additive to those identified in
the 2019 Final EIS, did not show
notable increase in total impacts. No
conflicts were found between the
estimated impacts of the alternatives
and the resource or program
management goals and objectives stated
in the RMP amendment. The range of
alternatives has not changed between
the BLM-approved 2019 RMP
amendment and its 2019 Final EIS, and
the 2025 Draft Supplemental EIS.
Therefore, no amendment to the 2019
RMP amendment is necessary.

The Draft Supplement EIS addresses
two lease parcels within the CCFO that
do not contain NSO stipulations (non-
NSO leases). Fourteen lease parcels
were considered in the 2019 Final EIS,
but twelve of the fourteen prospective
leases were declined or terminated at
the request of the bidder. The BLM’s
proposed plan identifies
implementation-level decisions for the
two remaining issued but suspended
leases. For each of the two remaining

lease parcels, the implementation
decision identifies stipulations
necessary for resource protection. These
implementation-level decisions are
subject to appeal to the Interior Board of
Land Appeals after the signing of a
Record of Decision for this project.

Public Involvement Process

The date(s) and location(s) of any
additional meetings will be announced
in advance through local media,
newspapers, ePlanning project page (see
ADDRESSES), BLM website (see
ADDRESSES).

The BLM will continue to consult
with Indian Tribal Nations on a
government-to-government basis in
accordance with Executive Order 13175,
BLM Manual Section 1780 and other
Departmental policies. Tribal concerns,
including impacts on Indian trust assets
and potential impacts to cultural
resources, will be given due
consideration.

Before including your address, phone
number, email address, or other
personally identifiable information in
your comment, you should be aware
that your entire comment—including
your personally identifiable
information—may be made publicly
available at any time. While you can ask
us in your comment to withhold your
personally identifiable information from
public review, we cannot guarantee that

we will be able to do so.
Authority: 42 U.S.C. 4332.

Joseph Stout,

State Director.

[FR Doc. 2026—00468 Filed 1-12—-26; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4331-15-P

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

Bureau of Land Management

[A2407-014-004—065516; 02509—014—-004—
125222]

Notice of Availability of the Draft
Bakersfield Field Office Oil and Gas
Leasing and Development
Supplemental Environmental Impact
Statement, California

AGENCY: Bureau of Land Management,
Interior.
ACTION: Notice of availability.

SUMMARY: In compliance with the
National Environmental Policy Act
(NEPA) of 1969, as amended, and the
Federal Land Policy and Management
Act (FLPMA) of 1976, as amended, the
Bureau of Land Management (BLM)
announces the availability of the Draft
Supplemental Environmental Impact
Statement (EIS) for the Bakersfield Field
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Office Oil and Gas Leasing and
Development.

DATES: To afford the BLM the
opportunity to consider comments in
the Draft Supplemental EIS, please
ensure that the BLM receives your
comments within 45 days following the
date the Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) publishes its Notice of
Availability (NOA) of the Draft EIS in
the Federal Register. The EPA usually
publishes its NOAs on Fridays. The
BLM will hold one virtual public
meeting, with the date announced on
the BLM California website. The public
must register in advance for this
webinar to participate: https://
empsi.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN _
8qypCIrwSrGVj8VYKh6anA#/
registration.

ADDRESSES: The Draft Supplemental EIS
and associated documents are available
for review on the BLM project website
at: https://eplanning.blm.gov/eplanning-
ui/project/2037500/510. Written
comments related to the Bakersfield
Office Oil and Gas Supplemental
Environmental Impact Statement may
be submitted by the following method:
https://eplanning.blm.gov/eplanning-ui/
project/2037500/510.

Documents pertinent to this proposal
may also be examined at the Bakersfield
Field Office, 35126 McMurtrey Ave.,
Bakersfield, CA 93308.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Sarah Mathews, Project Manager,
telephone (661) 391-6145; address
35126 McMurtrey Ave., Bakersfield, CA
93308; email blm ca_bkfo oil gas seis@
blm.gov. Individuals in the United
States who are deaf, deafblind, hard of
hearing, or have a speech disability may
dial 711 (TTY, TDD, or TeleBraille) to
access telecommunications relay
services for contacting Ms. Mathews.
Individuals outside the United States
should use the relay services offered
within their country to make
international calls to the point-of-
contact in the United States.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
Bakersfield Field Office planning area
includes Fresno, Kern, Kings, Madera,
San Luis Obispo, Santa Barbara, Tulare,
and Ventura counties in California and
encompasses approximately 400,000
acres of public land and 1.2 million
acres of Federal mineral estate. The
purpose of the Supplemental EIS is to
analyze the environmental effects of oil
and gas leasing and development within
the Planning Area and to determine
whether changes are needed to the fluid

minerals decisions in the Bakersfield
Field Office based on new information
or changes in circumstances. The need
to develop the supplemental
environmental analysis is to respond to
settlement agreement in Case No. 2:20—
cv—00371-DSF and Case No. 1:21—cv—
00475-DAD-SAB, filed with the U.S.
District Court for the Central District of
California Western Division and the
U.S. District Court for the Eastern
District of California on July 29, 2022.
The BLM presented preliminary
information for public scoping review
and comment in the June 23, 2025,
Federal Register Notice of Intent (90 FR
26605). Issues identified by the BLM;
Federal, State, and local agencies; and
other stakeholders are analyzed in the
Draft Supplemental EIS and were
categorized by resource and include, but
are not limited to, air and atmospheric
values; water quality and quantity;
special status species; and soil
resources. An order issued by the U.S.
District Court for the Central District of
California in 2016 upheld the range of
alternatives analyzed in the 2014
Proposed Resource Management Plan
(RMP)/2012 Final EIS and carried
forward to the 2019 Final Supplemental
EIS. The five management alternatives
as analyzed in the 2014 Proposed RMP/
2012 Final EIS and the 2019
Supplemental EIS were:

¢ The No Action alternative
(Alternative A) would continue
management under the existing 1997
Caliente RMP and 1984 Hollister RMP,
as amended.

e The Proposed Plan (Alternative B)
strives to balance resource conservation
and ecosystem health with the
production of commodities and public
use of the land.

e Alternative C emphasizes
conserving cultural and natural
resources, maintaining functioning
natural systems, and restoring natural
systems that are degraded.

e Alternative D follows Alternative C
in all aspects except with regard to
livestock grazing. Alternative D would
eliminate livestock grazing from the
BLM-managed lands in the planning
area for the life of this land use plan.

e Alternative E emphasizes the
production of natural resources and
commodities while emphasizing public
use opportunities.

The results of this draft supplemental
analysis of the impacts of hydraulic
fracturing, additive to those identified
in the 2012 Final EIS and the 2019 Final
Supplemental EIS, did not show notable

increase in total impacts. No conflicts
were found between the estimated
impacts of hydraulic fracturing and the
resource or program management goals
and objectives stated in the RMP. The
range of alternatives has not changed
between the approved 2014 RMP and its
2012 Final EIS, the 2019 Final
Supplement EIS and the 2025 Draft
Supplemental EIS. Therefore, no
amendment to the 2014 RMP is being
proposed.

The Draft Supplemental EIS also
provides supplemental information for
seven lease parcels (4,134 acres) within
the Bakersfield Field Office analyzed in
the 2020 Environmental Assessment
(EA) (DOI-BLM—-CA-C060-2020-0120—
EA) for the 2020 oil and gas lease sale.
The 2020 EA included site-specific
analysis for those seven parcels. The
lease parcels were nominated through
Expressions of Interest (EOI) and leased
during the December 2020 Competitive
Oil and Gas Lease Sale. These
implementation-level decisions are
subject to appeal to the Interior Board of
Land Appeals after the signing of a
Record of Decision for this project.

Public Involvement Process

The date and location of any
additional meetings will be announced
in advance through local media,
newspapers, ePlanning project page (see
ADDRESSES), and the BLM website (see
ADDRESSES).

The BLM will continue to consult
with Indian Tribal Nations on a
government-to-government basis in
accordance with Executive Order 13175,
BLM Manual Section 1780 and other
Departmental policies. Tribal concerns,
including impacts on Indian trust assets
and potential impacts to cultural
resources, will be given due
consideration.

Before including your address, phone
number, email address, or other
personally identifiable information in
your comment, you should be aware
that your entire comment—including
your personally identifiable
information—may be made publicly
available at any time. While you can ask
us in your comment to withhold your
personally identifiable information from
public review, we cannot guarantee that
we will be able to do so.

Authority: 42 U.S.C. 4332.

Joseph Stout,

State Director.

[FR Doc. 2026—00467 Filed 1-12—-26; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4331-15-P
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DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

National Park Service

[N6749; NPS-WASO-NAGPRA-
NPS0041744; PPWOCRADNO-
PCUO0ORP14.R50000]

Notice of Intended Repatriation: San
Francisco State University, San
Francisco, CA

AGENCY: National Park Service, Interior.
ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: In accordance with the Native
American Graves Protection and
Repatriation Act (NAGPRA), the San
Francisco State University (SF State)
NAGPRA Program intends to repatriate
certain cultural items that meet the
definition of objects of cultural
patrimony and that have a cultural
affiliation with the Indian Tribes or
Native Hawaiian organizations in this
notice.

DATES: Repatriation of the cultural items
in this notice may occur on or after
February 12, 2026.

ADDRESSES: Send additional, written
requests for repatriation of the cultural
items in this notice to Alexander
Dursin, San Francisco State University,
1600 Holloway Avenue, San Francisco,
CA 94132, email alexanderdursin@
sfsu.edu.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: This
notice is published as part of the
National Park Service’s administrative
responsibilities under NAGPRA. The
determinations in this notice are the
sole responsibility of the SF State
NAGPRA Program, and additional
information on the determinations in
this notice, including the results of
consultation, can be found in the
summary or related records. The
National Park Service is not responsible
for the determinations in this notice.

Abstract of Information Available

A total of seven objects of cultural
patrimony (five objects and two lots)
have been requested for repatriation
from Sonoma County and Marin County
by Federated Indians of Graton
Rancheria (FIGR).

A total of one item from CA-MRN-
UNK (Dillon Beach) has been requested
for repatriation. Records indicate the
item to be a core or drill material, and
consultation with Federated Indians of
Graton Rancheria indicates the item is
culturally affiliated with them.

A total of two lots of items from CA-
SON-Annadel Mt. have been requested
for repatriation. Records indicate the
items are worked obsidian pieces, and
consultation with Federated Indians of

Graton Rancheria indicates the item is
culturally affiliated with them.

A total of one item from CA-SON-
Cloverleaf Ranch has been requested for
repatriation. Cloverleaf Ranch is located
two miles north of Santa Rosa,
California. Records indicate the item to
be a perforated phallic charm stone. The
records further indicate that
consultation from 2012 show that the
item is culturally affiliated with
Federated Indians of Graton Rancheria.

A total of two items from CA-SON-
Sonoma Mission have been requested
for repatriation. Records indicate the
items are two roof tiles, and
consultation with Federated Indians of
Graton Rancheria indicates the item is
culturally affiliated with them.

A total of one item from CA-SON-
Petaluma Adobe has been requested for
repatriation. The item is believed to
have been disturbed from the region of
Petaluma, California. The lot contains
one hopper basket mortar. Consultation
with Federated Indians of Graton
Rancheria in 2012 indicates this item to
be culturally affiliated with them.

Determinations

The SF State NAGPRA Program has
determined that:

¢ The seven objects of cultural
patrimony described in this notice have
ongoing historical, traditional, or
cultural importance central to the
Native American group, including any
constituent sub-group (such as a band,
clan, lineage, ceremonial society, or
other subdivision), according to the
Native American traditional knowledge
of an Indian Tribe or Native Hawaiian
organization.

e There is a connection between the
cultural items described in this notice
and the Federated Indians of Graton
Rancheria, California.

Requests for Repatriation

Additional, written requests for
repatriation of the cultural items in this
notice must be sent to the authorized
representative identified in this notice
under ADDRESSES. Requests for
repatriation may be submitted by any
lineal descendant, Indian Tribe, or
Native Hawaiian organization not
identified in this notice who shows, by
a preponderance of the evidence, that
the requestor is a lineal descendant or
a culturally affiliated Indian Tribe or
Native Hawaiian organization.

Repatriation of the cultural items in
this notice to a requestor may occur on
or after February 12, 2026. If competing
requests for repatriation are received,
the SF State NAGPRA Program must
determine the most appropriate
requestor prior to repatriation. Requests

for joint repatriation of the cultural
items are considered a single request
and not competing requests. The SF
State NAGPRA Program is responsible
for sending a copy of this notice to the
Indian Tribes and Native Hawaiian
organizations identified in this notice
and to any other consulting parties.

Authority: Native American Graves
Protection and Repatriation Act, 25
U.S.C. 3004 and the implementing
regulations, 43 CFR 10.9.

Dated: January 5, 2026.
Melanie O’Brien,
Manager, National NAGPRA Program.
[FR Doc. 2026-00458 Filed 1-12—26; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4312-52-P

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

National Park Service

[N6841; NPS-WASO-NAGPRA-
NPS0041748; PPWOCRADNO-
PCUOORP14.R50000]

Notice of Inventory Completion:
Maxwell Museum of Anthropology,
University of New Mexico,
Alburquerque, NM

AGENCY: National Park Service, Interior.
ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: In accordance with the Native
American Graves Protection and
Repatriation Act (NAGPRA), the
Maxwell Museum of Anthropology,
University of New Mexico (UNM) has
completed an inventory of human
remains and associated funerary objects
and has determined that there is a
cultural affiliation between the human
remains and associated funerary objects
and Indian Tribes or Native Hawaiian
organizations in this notice.

DATES: Repatriation of the human
remains and associated funerary objects
in this notice may occur on or after
February 12, 2026.

ADDRESSES: Send written requests for
repatriation of the human remains and
associated funerary objects in this notice
to Ash Boydston-Schmidt, Maxwell
Museum of Anthropology, MSC01-
1050, 1 University of New Mexico,
Albuquerque, NM 87131, email
ashboydston@unm.edu.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: This
notice is published as part of the
National Park Service’s administrative
responsibilities under NAGPRA. The
determinations in this notice are the
sole responsibility of the Maxwell
Museum of Anthropology, University of
New Mexico, and additional
information on the determinations in
this notice, including the results of
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consultation, can be found in its
inventory or related records. The
National Park Service is not responsible
for the determinations in this notice.

Abstract of Information Available

Human remains representing at least
399 individuals have been identified.
The 539 associated funerary objects
include non-human bone, modified
non-human bone, ceramics, sherds,
botanicals, organics, modified antler,
matting, cordage, tools, mineral-stone,
beads, shells, projectile points, flaked
stone, clay, adobe, sediment-soil,
pollen, and charcoal. UNM first
conducted excavations at the site known
as Pottery Mound in 1954, when the
land was owned by the Huning family.
The family donated the site to UNM in
1978 and additional excavations took
place from 1979 through the 1980’s. The
Pueblo of Isleta eventually purchased
the rest of the Huning Ranch, making
the site a nine-acre island in the middle
of Pueblo property. In 2012, following
consultations between the Maxwell
Museum and the Pueblo, the UNM
Board of Regents voted to deed the site
of Pottery Mound to the Pueblo of Isleta.
In addition to the excavations that UNM
conducted, there have been several
donations of looted ancestral human
remains and associated funerary objects
to The Maxwell Museum of
Anthropology at UNM that were taken
from Pottery Mound while the site was
privately owned.

Cultural Affiliation

Based on the information available
and the results of consultation, cultural
affiliation is reasonably identified by
geographical location, archaeological
information, biological information, oral
histories, and the acquisition history of
the human remains and associated
funerary objects described in this notice.

Determinations

The Maxwell Museum of
Anthropology, University of New
Mexico has determined that:

e The human remains described in
this notice represent the physical
remains of at least 399 individuals of
Native American ancestry.

e The 539 objects described in this
notice are reasonably believed to have
been placed intentionally with or near
individual human remains at the time of
death or later as part of the death rite
or ceremony.

e There is a connection between the
human remains and associated funerary
objects described in this notice and the
Pueblo of Acoma, New Mexico; Pueblo
of Cochiti, New Mexico; Pueblo of
Isleta, New Mexico; Pueblo of Laguna,

New Mexico; Pueblo of San Felipe, New
Mexico; Pueblo of Sandia, New Mexico;
Pueblo of Santa Ana, New Mexico;
Pueblo of Zia, New Mexico; and the
Santo Domingo Pueblo.

Requests for Repatriation

Written requests for repatriation of the
human remains and associated funerary
objects in this notice must be sent to the
authorized representative identified in
this notice under ADDRESSES. Requests
for repatriation may be submitted by:

1. Any one or more of the Indian
Tribes or Native Hawaiian organizations
identified in this notice.

2. Any lineal descendant, Indian
Tribe, or Native Hawaiian organization
not identified in this notice who shows,
by a preponderance of the evidence, that
the requestor is a lineal descendant or
an Indian Tribe or Native Hawaiian
organization with cultural affiliation.

Repatriation of the human remains
and associated funerary objects
described in this notice to a requestor
may occur on or after February 12, 2026.
If competing requests for repatriation
are received, the Maxwell Museum of
Anthropology, University of New
Mexico, must determine the most
appropriate requestor prior to
repatriation. Requests for joint
repatriation of the human remains and
associated funerary objects are
considered a single request and not
competing requests. The Maxwell
Museum of Anthropology, University of
New Mexico, is responsible for sending
a copy of this notice to the Indian Tribes
and Native Hawaiian organizations
identified in this notice and any other
consulting parties.

Authority: Native American Graves
Protection and Repatriation Act, 25
U.S.C. 3003, and the implementing
regulations, 43 CFR 10.10.

Dated: January 5, 2026.
Melanie O’Brien,
Manager, National NAGPRA Program.
[FR Doc. 2026-00462 Filed 1-12—26; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4312-52-P

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

National Park Service

[N6844; NPS-WASO-NAGPRA-
NPS0041750; PPWOCRADNO-
PCUOORP14.R50000]

Notice of Inventory Completion:
Oberlin College, Oberlin, OH

AGENCY: National Park Service, Interior.
ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: In accordance with the Native
American Graves Protection and

Repatriation Act (NAGPRA), Oberlin
College has completed an inventory of
human remains and associated funerary
objects and has determined that there is
a cultural affiliation between the human
remains and associated funerary objects
and Indian Tribes or Native Hawaiian
organizations in this notice.

DATES: Repatriation of the human
remains and associated funerary objects
in this notice may occur on or after
February 12, 2026.

ADDRESSES: Send written requests for
repatriation of the human remains and
associated funerary objects in this notice
to Dr. Amy Margaris, Oberlin College,
Department of Anthropology, King
Building, 10 N Professor Street, Oberlin,
OH 44074, email amy.margaris@
oberlin.edu.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: This
notice is published as part of the
National Park Service’s administrative
responsibilities under NAGPRA. The
determinations in this notice are the
sole responsibility of Oberlin College,
and additional information on the
determinations in this notice, including
the results of consultation, can be found
in its inventory or related records. The
National Park Service is not responsible
for the determinations in this notice.

Abstract of Information Available

Human remains representing at least
12 individuals have been identified. The
24 associated funerary objects are beads;
unworked shell fragments; an herbivore
tooth; a non-human vertebra; unworked
pebbles; flint flakes; and possible
charcoal fragments.

Lot 1 was recovered from the Morris-
Franks (Franks) Site in Brownhelm
Township, Lorain County, Ohio and
consists of numerous skeletal elements
totaling MNIs of three adults and two
juveniles, and two tubular beads. This
large site was excavated in the 1940s by
amateur archaeologist Raymond C.
Vietzen and was attributed by Vietzen
as an Erie Indian (Late Woodland
period) occupation and cemetery. Lot 1
was donated to Oberlin College by
Mildred Haines on an unknown date. It
is not known if potentially hazardous
substances were used to treat any of the
human remains or associated funerary
objects.

Lot 2 was recovered from Catawba
Island, Ottawa County, Ohio and
consists of two skull fragments totaling
an MNI of one. Accession #450 in the
accession book of the former Oberlin
College Museum records that the
Museum received three pieces of a
human skull as a gift from G.W. [Giles
Waldo] Shurtleff, Oberlin, OH on Dec. 2,
1895. Shurtleff was an 1859 graduate of
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Oberlin College who later served as an
Oberlin faculty member and Trustee. It
is not known if potentially hazardous
substances were used to treat any of the
human remains.

Lot 3 was recovered from Lorain
County, Ohio and consists of two
mandibular fragments totaling an MNI
of one. Presence of a single, very worn
molar suggests the individual’s age was
adult to elderly. Adhering labels on the
larger fragment read “521” and “from
Indian mound, Sheffield O.”. An
accompanying handwritten note reads
“from debris fallen partly down bank of
Black River in Sheffield, O. 10 feet
above the alluvial soil and five feet
above the high water mark [illegible]
presented by Kendrick K. Keising.” The
location is consistent with that of the
Eiden Site (33-LN—14), a large
prehistoric village site. It is not known
if potentially hazardous substances were
used to treat any of the human remains.

Lot 4 was recovered from Erie County,
Ohio and consists of one complete
mandible totaling an MNI of one. A
single very worn tooth and presence of
significant bone resorption around the
tooth sockets suggests the individual’s
age was adult to elderly. Accession #66
in the accession book of the former
Oberlin College Museum records that
the Museum received a “skull of an
Indian from a mound in Florence, Ohio
before 1872.” It is not known if
potentially hazardous substances were
used to treat the human remains.

Lot 5 was recovered from Erie or
Lorain County, Ohio and consists of
three complete leg bones totaling an
MNI of one. Labels on two of the bones
read “Leg bone from an Indian Mound,
Vermillion, Mr. Van Warner.” A similar
label on the third bone reads “Indian
Bones, Florence, O.”. Vermillion and
Florence are adjacent townships linked
by the Vermillion River. It is not known
if potentially hazardous substances were
used to treat any of the human remains.

Lot 6 was recovered from Lorain
County, Ohio and consists of numerous
complete and partial bones totaling
MNIs of one adult and two juveniles,
and 22 AFOs. Those AFOS consist of six
unworked shell fragments; one
herbivore tooth; one non-human
vertebra; four unworked pebbles; eight
flint flakes; and two possible charcoal
fragments. An accompanying
handwritten note reads “Erie Indian
skeleton found five miles due north of
here, 350-900 years old.” It is not
known if potentially hazardous
substances were used to treat any of the
human remains or associated funerary
objects.

Cultural Affiliation

Based on the information available
and the results of consultation, cultural
affiliation is reasonably identified by the
geographical location or acquisition
history of the human remains and
associated funerary objects described in
this notice.

Determinations

Oberlin College has determined that:

e The human remains described in
this notice represent the physical
remains of at least 12 individuals of
Native American ancestry.

e The 24 objects described in this
notice are reasonably believed to have
been placed intentionally with or near
individual human remains at the time of
death or later as part of the death rite
or ceremony.

e There is a connection between the
human remains and associated funerary
objects described in this notice and the
Absentee-Shawnee Tribe of Indians of
Oklahoma; Eastern Shawnee Tribe of
Oklahoma; Match-e-be-nash-she-wish
Band of Pottawatomi Indians of
Michigan; Miami Tribe of Oklahoma;
Shawnee Tribe, and the Wyandotte
Nation.

Requests for Repatriation

Written requests for repatriation of the
human remains and associated funerary
objects in this notice must be sent to the
authorized representative identified in
this notice under ADDRESSES. Requests
for repatriation may be submitted by:

1. Any one or more of the Indian
Tribes or Native Hawaiian organizations
identified in this notice.

2. Any lineal descendant, Indian
Tribe, or Native Hawaiian organization
not identified in this notice who shows,
by a preponderance of the evidence, that
the requestor is a lineal descendant or
an Indian Tribe or Native Hawaiian
organization with cultural affiliation.

Repatriation of the human remains
and associated funerary objects
described in this notice to a requestor
may occur on or after February 12, 2026.
If competing requests for repatriation
are received, Oberlin College must
determine the most appropriate
requestor prior to repatriation. Requests
for joint repatriation of the human
remains and associated funerary objects
are considered a single request and not
competing requests. Oberlin College is
responsible for sending a copy of this
notice to the Indian Tribes and Native
Hawaiian organizations identified in
this notice and any other consulting
parties.

Authority: Native American Graves
Protection and Repatriation Act, 25

U.S.C. 3003, and the implementing
regulations, 43 CFR 10.10.

Dated: January 5, 2026.
Melanie O’Brien,
Manager, National NAGPRA Program.
[FR Doc. 2026—00464 Filed 1-12—-26; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4312-52-P

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

National Park Service

[N6846; NPS-WASO-NAGPRA-
NPS0041752; PPWOCRADNO-
PCUO0ORP14.R50000]

Notice of Intended Repatriation:
Sonoma State University, Rohnert
Park, CA

AGENCY: National Park Service, Interior.
ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: In accordance with the Native
American Graves Protection and
Repatriation Act (NAGPRA), the
Sonoma State University intends to
repatriate certain cultural items that
meet the definition of unassociated
funerary objects, sacred objects, and/or
objects of cultural patrimony and that
have a cultural affiliation with the
Indian Tribes or Native Hawaiian
organizations in this notice.

DATES: Repatriation of the cultural items
in this notice may occur on or after
February 12, 2026.

ADDRESSES: Send additional, written
requests for repatriation of the cultural
items in this notice to Kirsten Twork,
Sonoma State University, 1801 East
Cotati Avenue, Rohnert Park, CA 94928,
email tworkk@sonoma.edu.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: This
notice is published as part of the
National Park Service’s administrative
responsibilities under NAGPRA. The
determinations in this notice are the
sole responsibility of the Sonoma State
University, and additional information
on the determinations in this notice,
including the results of consultation,
can be found in the summary or related
records. The National Park Service is
not responsible for the determinations
in this notice.

Abstract of Information Available

A total of 355 lots of cultural items
have been requested for repatriation
from various sites from Humboldt and
Mendocino counties. Of the cultural
items, 297 lots are identified as sacred
objects and the other 58 lots are
identified as objects of cultural
patrimony.

The 190 lots of sacred objects were
removed from CA—HUM-405, located
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near Shelter Cove in Humboldt county
California. The cultural items were
removed during an archaeological test
excavation led by the Humboldt County
Planning Department. The items include
modified chert stone tools, obsidian,
ground stone tools, and soil. The
cultural items have been housed at
Sonoma State University since 1979.

The 61 lots of sacred objects were
removed from CA-HUM-182, located
near Shelter Cove in Humboldt county
California. Additional information
identifying why the material was
removed from the site was not
identified. The items include obsidian
and shell. The cultural items have been
housed at Sonoma State University
since 1989.

The 46 lots of sacred objects were
removed from CA-MEN-1674 and
donated to the University by Jere Melo,
located near Leggett in Mendocino
county California. The items include
modified obsidian, obsidian flakes,
modified chert, and debitage. The
cultural items have been housed at
Sonoma State University since 1989.

The eight lots of objects of cultural
patrimony were removed from their
location during the Red Mountain
Survey, located Humboldt county
California. The items include modified
chert stone tools. The cultural items
have been housed at Sonoma State
University since 1976.

The four lots of objects of cultural
patrimony were removed from their
location during the Brushy Mountain
Survey, located Humboldt county
California. The items include modified
chert stone tools. The cultural items
have been housed at Sonoma State
University since 1976.

The five lots of objects of cultural
patrimony were removed from CA—
HUM-101, located near Humboldt Bay
in Humboldt county California. The
material was removed from the surface
of the site during an archaeological
survey. The items include modified
chert stone tools and ground stone tools.
The cultural items have been housed at
Sonoma State University since 1976.

The 31 lots of objects of cultural
patrimony were removed from CA—
HUM-102, located near Humboldt Bay
inHumboldt county California. The
material was removed from the surface
of the site during an archaeological
survey. The items include modified
chert stone tools, ground stone tools,
and debitage. The cultural items have
been housed at Sonoma State University
since 1976.

The two lots of objects of cultural
patrimony were removed from CA—
HUM-316, located near Garberville in
Humboldt county California. The

material was removed from the site
during the Moody Bridge Project. The
items include modified chert stone
tools. The cultural items have been
housed at Sonoma State University
since 1976.

The one lot of objects of cultural
patrimony were removed from CA-
HUM-317, located near Rohnerville in
Humboldt county California. Additional
information identifying why the
material was removed from the site was
not identified. The items include flaked
chert. The cultural items have been
housed at Sonoma State University
since 1976.

The one lot of objects of cultural
patrimony were removed from CA-
HUM-319, located near Rohnerville in
Humboldt county California. Additional
information identifying why the
material was removed from the site was
not identified. The items include flaked
chert. The cultural items have been
housed at Sonoma State University
since 1976.

The six lots of objects of cultural
patrimony were removed from along the
Van Dozen river near Bridgeville,
Humboldt county California. The items
were then donated to the University by
Larry Weigel. The items include
modified chert. The cultural items have
been housed at Sonoma State University
since 1984.

In the case of missing cultural items,
any additional items when located will
also be repatriated from the collections
discussed above. Based on records
concerning the sacred objects, objects of
cultural patrimony, and the institution
in which they are housed, there is no
evidence of the cultural items being
treated with hazardous substances.

Determinations

The Sonoma State University has
determined that:

e The 297 sacred objects described in
this notice are specific ceremonial
objects needed by a traditional Native
American religious leader for present-
day adherents to practice traditional
Native American religion, according to
the Native American traditional
knowledge of a lineal descendant,
Indian Tribe, or Native Hawaiian
organization.

¢ The 58 objects of cultural
patrimony described in this notice have
ongoing historical, traditional, or
cultural importance central to the
Native American group, including any
constituent sub-group (such as a band,
clan, lineage, ceremonial society, or
other subdivision), according to the
Native American traditional knowledge
of an Indian Tribe or Native Hawaiian
organization.

e There is a reasonable connection
between the cultural items described in
this notice and the Bear River Band of
the Rohnerville Rancheria, California.

Requests for Repatriation

Additional, written requests for
repatriation of the cultural items in this
notice must be sent to the authorized
representative identified in this notice
under ADDRESSES. Requests for
repatriation may be submitted by any
lineal descendant, Indian Tribe, or
Native Hawaiian organization not
identified in this notice who shows, by
a preponderance of the evidence, that
the requestor is a lineal descendant or
a culturally affiliated Indian Tribe or
Native Hawaiian organization.

Repatriation of the cultural items in
this notice to a requestor may occur on
or after February 12, 2026. If competing
requests for repatriation are received,
the Sonoma State University must
determine the most appropriate
requestor prior to repatriation. Requests
for joint repatriation of the cultural
items are considered a single request
and not competing requests. The
Sonoma State University is responsible
for sending a copy of this notice to the
Indian Tribes and Native Hawaiian
organizations identified in this notice
and to any other consulting parties.

Authority: Native American Graves
Protection and Repatriation Act, 25
U.S.C. 3004 and the implementing
regulations, 43 CFR 10.9.

Dated: January 5, 2026.
Melanie O’Brien,
Manager, National NAGPRA Program.
[FR Doc. 2026—00456 Filed 1-12—-26; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4312-52-P

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
National Park Service

[N6847; NPS-WASO-NAGPRA-
NPS0041753; PPWOCRADNO-
PCUOORP14.R50000]

Notice of Intended Repatriation:
Sonoma State University, Rohnert
Park, CA

AGENCY: National Park Service, Interior.
ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: In accordance with the Native
American Graves Protection and
Repatriation Act (NAGPRA), the
Sonoma State University intends to
repatriate certain cultural items that
meet the definition of sacred objects and
that have a cultural affiliation with the
Indian Tribes or Native Hawaiian
organizations in this notice.
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DATES: Repatriation of the cultural items
in this notice may occur on or after
February 12, 2026.

ADDRESSES: Send additional, written
requests for repatriation of the cultural
items in this notice to Kirsten Twork,
Sonoma State University, 1801 East
Cotati Avenue, Rohnert Park, CA 94928,
email tworkk@sonom.edu.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: This
notice is published as part of the
National Park Service’s administrative
responsibilities under NAGPRA. The
determinations in this notice are the
sole responsibility of the Sonoma State
University, and additional information
on the determinations in this notice,
including the results of consultation,
can be found in the summary or related
records. The National Park Service is
not responsible for the determinations
in this notice.

Abstract of Information Available

A total of two lots of cultural items
have been requested for repatriation.
One lot of sacred objects was removed
from its deposition during the Hoopa
Timber Ranch Survey, located in Hoopa
Valley, Humboldt county California.
Information as to why the cultural item
was removed from its original location
was not found. The lot of cultural items
are modified stone tools. The item has
been housed at Sonoma State University
since 1976.

One lot of sacred objects was removed
from its deposition during the Hoopa
Valley Timber Sale #1, located in Hoopa
Valley, Humboldt county California.
Information as to why the cultural item
was removed from its original location
was not found. The lot of cultural items
are modified stone tools. The item has
been housed at Sonoma State University
since 1978.

In the case of missing cultural items,
any additional items when located will
also be repatriated from the collections
discussed above. Based on records
concerning the cultural items and the
institution in which they are housed,
there is no evidence of the items being
treated with hazardous substances.

Determinations

The Sonoma State University has
determined that:

¢ The two lots of sacred objects
described in this notice are specific
ceremonial objects needed by a
traditional Native American religious
leader for present-day adherents to
practice traditional Native American
religion, according to the Native
American traditional knowledge of a
lineal descendant, Indian Tribe, or
Native Hawaiian organization.

e There is a reasonable connection
between the cultural items described in
this notice and the Hoopa Valley Tribe,
California.

Requests for Repatriation

Additional, written requests for
repatriation of the cultural items in this
notice must be sent to the authorized
representative identified in this notice
under ADDRESSES. Requests for
repatriation may be submitted by any
lineal descendant, Indian Tribe, or
Native Hawaiian organization not
identified in this notice who shows, by
a preponderance of the evidence, that
the requestor is a lineal descendant or
a culturally affiliated Indian Tribe or
Native Hawaiian organization.

Repatriation of the cultural items in
this notice to a requestor may occur on
or after February 12, 2026. If competing
requests for repatriation are received,
the Sonoma State University must
determine the most appropriate
requestor prior to repatriation. Requests
for joint repatriation of the cultural
items are considered a single request
and not competing requests. The
Sonoma State University is responsible
for sending a copy of this notice to the
Indian Tribes and Native Hawaiian
organizations identified in this notice
and to any other consulting parties.

Authority: Native American Graves
Protection and Repatriation Act, 25
U.S.C. 3004 and the implementing
regulations, 43 CFR 10.9.

Dated: January 5, 2026.
Melanie O’Brien,
Manager, National NAGPRA Program.
[FR Doc. 2026—00457 Filed 1-12—-26; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4312-52-P

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
National Park Service

[N6800; NPS-WASO-NAGPRA-
NPS0041746; PPWOCRADNO-
PCUOORP14.R50000]

Notice of Intended Repatriation: Turtle
Bay Exploration Park, Redding, CA

AGENCY: National Park Service, Interior.
ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: In accordance with the Native
American Graves Protection and
Repatriation Act (NAGPRA), the Turtle
Bay Exploration Park (TBEP) intends to
repatriate certain cultural items that
meet the definition of objects of cultural
patrimony and that have a cultural
affiliation with the Indian Tribes or
Native Hawaiian organizations in this
notice.

DATES: Repatriation of the cultural items
in this notice may occur on or after
February 12, 2026.

ADDRESSES: Send additional, written
requests for repatriation of the cultural
items in this notice to Julia Cronin,
Turtle Bay Exploration Park, 844
Sundial Bridge Drive, Redding, CA
96001, email jecronin@turtlebay.org.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: This
notice is published as part of the
National Park Service’s administrative
responsibilities under NAGPRA. The
determinations in this notice are the
sole responsibility of Turtle Bay
Exploration Park, and additional
information on the determinations in
this notice, including the results of
consultation, can be found in the
summary or related records. The
National Park Service is not responsible
for the determinations in this notice.

Abstract of Information Available

A total of 146 cultural items have
been requested for repatriation. These
objects of cultural patrimony include 99
baskets, 31 archaeological objects, 12
beaded items, two lots of arrows, one
bow, and one book. All items have been
appraised, reviewed by scholars, and
discussed in consultation. They
originate from or are attributable to the
Pit River Tribe, including the Ajumawi
or Atsugewi (two of the eleven
autonomous bands of the Pit River
Tribe), based on documentation, maker
attribution, or archaeological context.
Archaeological items derive solely from
Shasta and Lassen Counties, within the
homelands of the Pit River Tribe.

Between 1963 and 2019, the Redding
Museum of Art and History (RMAH),
TBEP’s predecessor, acquired a large
basketry collection through donations
and purchases, reflecting a long-
standing institutional focus on Northern
California Indian baskets. In 1963,
RMAH purchased four baskets from
Fred Taber, whose father operated an
antique shop in Shasta County and
collected Indigenous belongings. That
year, Jean Beauchamp donated a
cooking basket from the Royal T.
Sprague Collection, and in 1965,
Eleanor Parkin donated a bottle basket.
Carolyn Bond donated three basket
fragments in 1974, a cradle basket toy in
1975, 10 baskets in 2014 from the Fred
Taber, Elizabeth Burnham, and Essie
Alford Collections, and two miniature
baskets in 2017, including one made by
Lucinda Hunt of Shasta County. In
1975, RMAH purchased a cradle basket
from Mr. and Mrs. Argo, originally
collected by Minnie Miranda Hart
Wellman. In 1976, RMAH purchased
three baskets from Don Boyd, including
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a cradle basket made by Selina LaMar.
That year, Ruth Lemm Martin donated
a footed compote basket documented as
a gift to Louisa Lemm from a Native
employee.

Additional acquisitions include two
baskets from Earl ‘“Butch” Wheeler in
1977 (one purchased, one donated); one
purchased from the Alice B. Davis
Collection in 1978; one donated by Jim
Dotta in 1979; and one purchased from
Cora Wilson in 1980 made by Boquita
Wilson. Between 1981 and 1982, RMAH
purchased three baskets from V. Lovell,
six from Thelma Shiplet, and one from
Bill Kemp, with makers including
Boquita Wilson and Selina LaMar.
Between 1985 and 2000, RMAH/TBEP
acquired 14 baskets from the James
Collection (ten purchased, four
donated), assembled by Florence Payne
James and later inherited by Gertrude
Kelly, as well as seven baskets donated
by the Yocum family, collected by
William and Mary Yocum of Butte
County. Later acquisitions include one
basket donated by Dena Enloe; two
donated by Robert and Mabel Smith
from the 1920s collection of Ada Smith
Chaplin; 16 baskets from Kenneth
Walker and later Blair (Walker) and
Gerald Stratford; one donated by
Barbara G. Anderson; one donated by
Jane Bonner; nine donated by Bea
Roberts from the pre-1920s Baum
Collection; three donated by Jack
Hauenstein; and one basket purchased
from James Flaxbeard. In 1992, through
a collections transfer agreement with the
Shasta Historical Society, RMAH
assumed stewardship of additional
baskets, including a storage basket
donated by Theresa Barbera Poore, and
two undocumented baskets identified
during the transfer.

RMAH acquired archaeological items
through donations between 1976 and
1984. In 1976, Don Boyd donated one
lot of projectile points and an obsidian
biface, all surface finds or excavated
items. In 1978, Jim Dotta donated a
black slate atlatl weight from Eagle Lake
(surface find). Following his passing in
1982, Dotta’s family donated additional
items from Montgomery Creek,
including projectile point fragments,
debitage, a glass fragment, and an
obsidian fragment from McArthur, all
surface finds or excavated items. Lona
E. Hampe donated 18 projectile points,
one scraper, and one stone tool, all
surface finds, from Crystal Lake
Hatchery and Eagle Lake. Additional
archaeological objects include a metate
donated by Herbert Gilman in 1981 from
a surface find near Bieber, an abalone
pendant donated by Shirley Evans in
1983 from a surface find on the Pit

River, and a mortar found near Hat
Creek around 1900 and donated in 1984.

Beaded items and other belongings
include a miniature beaded moccasin
donated by Don Boyd in 1976, a beaded
necklace donated by Mary V. White in
1979, and three beaded items donated
by LaDiem Clineschmidt in 1985 (a
purse, pant strip, and belt). All are
traceable to the Ajumawi band or Pit
River Tribe. In 2014, Carolyn Bond
donated five Ajumawi beaded items,
three from Little Valley makers Connie
Brown and Agnes McClellan, acquired
from the Essie Alford Collection. Bond
later donated two additional beaded
watch fobs. A previous collections
transfer with the Shasta Historical
Society included stewardship of a
beaded belt and a beaded watch fob,
both of Pit River origin, donated by an
individual with the surname Zetsche.

Additional belongings include a bow
and two lots of arrows made by Henry
Wool, a Pit River man, given to Baird
Dobrowsky by Ollie Cathcart of the
Bruce family and donated in 1980. In
1981, the City of Redding purchased,
Indian Tales by Jaime DeAngulo, for
RMAH’s reference library.

Turtle Bay Exploration Park does not
treat Indigenous belongings with
hazardous materials. However, prior
treatment documentation does not exist
for items before entering the Redding
Museum of Art and History.

Determinations

Turtle Bay Exploration Park has
determined that:

e The 146 objects of cultural
patrimony described in this notice have
ongoing historical, traditional, or
cultural importance central to the
Native American group, including any
constituent sub-group (such as a band,
clan, lineage, ceremonial society, or
other subdivision), according to the
Native American traditional knowledge
of an Indian Tribe or Native Hawaiian
organization.

e There is a reasonable connection
between the cultural items described in
this notice and the Pit River Tribe,
California (includes XL Ranch, Big
Bend, Likely, Lookout, Montgomery
Creek, and Roaring Creek Rancherias).

Requests for Repatriation

Additional, written requests for
repatriation of the cultural items in this
notice must be sent to the authorized
representative identified in this notice
under ADDRESSES. Requests for
repatriation may be submitted by any
lineal descendant, Indian Tribe, or
Native Hawaiian organization not
identified in this notice who shows, by
a preponderance of the evidence, that

the requestor is a lineal descendant or
a culturally affiliated Indian Tribe or
Native Hawaiian organization.

Repatriation of the cultural items in
this notice to a requestor may occur on
or after February 12, 2026. If competing
requests for repatriation are received,
Turtle Bay Exploration Park must
determine the most appropriate
requestor prior to repatriation. Requests
for joint repatriation of the cultural
items are considered a single request
and not competing requests. The Turtle
Bay Exploration Park is responsible for
sending a copy of this notice to the
Indian Tribes and Native Hawaiian
organizations identified in this notice
and to any other consulting parties.

Authority: Native American Graves
Protection and Repatriation Act, 25
U.S.C. 3004 and the implementing
regulations, 43 CFR 10.9.

Dated: January 5, 2026.
Melanie O’Brien,
Manager, National NAGPRA Program.
[FR Doc. 2026—00460 Filed 1-12—26; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4312-52-P

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

National Park Service

[N6843; NPS-WASO-NAGPRA-
NPS0041749; PPWOCRADNO-
PCUOORP14.R50000]

Notice of Intended Repatriation: San
Bernardino County Museum,
Redlands, CA

AGENCY: National Park Service, Interior.
ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: In accordance with the Native
American Graves Protection and
Repatriation Act (NAGPRA), San
Bernardino County Museum intends to
repatriate certain cultural items that
meet the definition of unassociated
funerary objects and that have a cultural
affiliation with the Indian Tribes or
Native Hawaiian organizations in this
notice.

DATES: Repatriation of the cultural items
in this notice may occur on or after
February 12, 2026.

ADDRESSES: Send additional, written
requests for repatriation of the cultural
items in this notice to Gabrielle
Carpentier, San Bernardino County
Museum, 2024 Orange Tree Lane,
Redlands, CA 92374, email
gabrielle.carpentier@sbcm.sbcounty.gov.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: This
notice is published as part of the
National Park Service’s administrative
responsibilities under NAGPRA. The
determinations in this notice are the
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sole responsibility of San Bernardino
County Museum, and additional
information on the determinations in
this notice, including the results of
consultation, can be found in the
summary or related records. The
National Park Service is not responsible
for the determinations in this notice.

Abstract of Information Available

A total of three cultural items have
been requested for repatriation.

The three unassociated funerary
objects are one lot of shell, charcoal, and
faunal remains. These objects were
donated by Bill and Steve Black (A158)
in July 1968. Notes present in this file
(SBCM-808/A158), state that these
items were found in Goleta along with
burials not housed at SBCM.

Determinations

San Bernardino County Museum has
determined that:

e The three unassociated funerary
objects described in this notice are
reasonably believed to have been placed
intentionally with or near human
remains, and are connected, either at the
time of death or later as part of the death
rite or ceremony of a Native American
culture according to the Native
American traditional knowledge of a
lineal descendant, Indian Tribe, or
Native Hawaiian organization. The
unassociated funerary objects have been
identified by a preponderance of the
evidence as related to human remains,
specific individuals, or families, or
removed from a specific burial site or
burial area of an individual or
individuals with cultural affiliation to
an Indian Tribe or Native Hawaiian
organization.

e There is a reasonable connection
between the cultural items described in
this notice and the Santa Ynez Band of
Chumash Mission Indians of the Santa
Ynez Reservation, California.

Requests for Repatriation

Additional, written requests for
repatriation of the cultural items in this
notice must be sent to the authorized
representative identified in this notice
under ADDRESSES. Requests for
repatriation may be submitted by any
lineal descendant, Indian Tribe, or
Native Hawaiian organization not
identified in this notice who shows, by
a preponderance of the evidence, that
the requestor is a lineal descendant or
a culturally affiliated Indian Tribe or
Native Hawaiian organization.

Repatriation of the cultural items in
this notice to a requestor may occur on
or after February 12, 2026. If competing
requests for repatriation are received,
San Bernardino County Museum must

determine the most appropriate
requestor prior to repatriation. Requests
for joint repatriation of the cultural
items are considered a single request
and not competing requests. San
Bernardino County Museum is
responsible for sending a copy of this
notice to the Indian Tribes and Native
Hawaiian organizations identified in
this notice and to any other consulting
parties.

Authority: Native American Graves
Protection and Repatriation Act, 25
U.S.C. 3004 and the implementing
regulations, 43 CFR 10.9.

Dated: January 5, 2026.
Melanie O’Brien,
Manager, National NAGPRA Program.
[FR Doc. 2026—00463 Filed 1-12—-26; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4312-52-P

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

National Park Service

[N6750; NPS-WASO-NAGPRA-
NPS0041745; PPWOCRADNO-
PCUOORP14.R50000]

Notice of Intended Repatriation: San
Francisco State University, San
Francisco, CA

AGENCY: National Park Service, Interior.
ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: In accordance with the Native
American Graves Protection and
Repatriation Act (NAGPRA), the San
Francisco State University (SF State)
NAGPRA Program intends to repatriate
certain cultural items that meet the
definition of unassociated funerary
objects and that have a cultural
affiliation with the Indian Tribes or
Native Hawaiian organizations in this
notice.

DATES: Repatriation of the cultural items
in this notice may occur on or after
February 12, 2026.

ADDRESSES: Send additional, written
requests for repatriation of the cultural
items in this notice to Alexander
Dursin, San Francisco State University
NAGPRA Program, 1600 Holloway
Avenue, San Francisco, CA 94132,
email alexanderdursin@sfsu.edu.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: This
notice is published as part of the
National Park Service’s administrative
responsibilities under NAGPRA. The
determinations in this notice are the
sole responsibility of the SF State
NAGPRA Program, and additional
information on the determinations in
this notice, including the results of
consultation, can be found in the
summary or related records. The

National Park Service is not responsible
for the determinations in this notice.

Abstract of Information Available

A total of 256 cultural items/lots have
been requested for repatriation. The 256
objects/lots described in this notice are
reasonably believed to have been placed
intentionally with or near individual
human remains at the time of death or
later as part of the death rite or
ceremony of a Native American culture
according to the Native American
traditional knowledge of a lineal
descendant, Indian Tribe, or Native
Hawaiian organization. The items
include 116 lots of historic glass, 43 lots
of shells, 22 lots of faunal remains, 17
lots of mixed items, 15 lots of rocks, 10
lots of carbon samples/charcoal, nine
lots of bird bones, eight lots of chert, six
lots of fish bones, two lots of lithics, one
lot containing a non-human mammal
bone, one lot of obsidian, and one lot
containing fragments of a turtle shell,
three lots (in boxes) of various ground
stones, and two large mortars.

Between 1850 and 1855, four burial
sites, including over 10,000 objects of
cultural patrimony or sacred objects,
were removed from CA-MRN-17, on De
Silva Island, in Marin County, CA, by
San Francisco State University under
the directives of Gary W. Pahl, a
Professor at SF State. Objects taken from
CA-MRN-17 were jointly curated by SF
State and Sonoma State University
Anthropological Studies Center until
1998, when all objects from CA-MRN-
17 were transferred to SF State. All
Ancestors and Associated Funerary
Obijects from this site were repatriated to
Federated Indians of Graton Rancheria
(FIGR), California in 2008 and 2012 (see
Notice of Inventory Completion
published in Federal Register on May
23, 2008 (E8-11569); Notice of
Inventory Completion published in
Federal Register on October 1, 2012
(2012—24091); and Notice of Intended
Repatriation published in Federal
Register on September 28, 2012 (2012—
23920). The remainder of the items were
not repatriated, as they were believed to
not be subject to NAGPRA at the time.
New evidence and determinations have
qualified these items to be repatriated
under NAGPRA.

Determinations

The SF State NAGPRA Program has
determined that:

e The 256 items/lots described in this
notice are reasonably believed to have
been placed intentionally with or near
human remains, and are connected,
either at the time of death or later as part
of the death rite or ceremony of a Native
American culture according to the
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Native American traditional knowledge
of a lineal descendant, Indian Tribe, or
Native Hawaiian organization. These
items/lots been identified by a
preponderance of the evidence as
related to human remains, specific
individuals, or families, or removed
from a specific burial site or burial area
of an individual or individuals with
cultural affiliation to an Indian Tribe or
Native Hawaiian organization.

e There is a connection between the
cultural items described in this notice
and the Federated Indians of Graton
Rancheria, California.

Requests for Repatriation

Additional, written requests for
repatriation of the cultural items in this
notice must be sent to the authorized
representative identified in this notice
under ADDRESSES. Requests for
repatriation may be submitted by any
lineal descendant, Indian Tribe, or
Native Hawaiian organization not
identified in this notice who shows, by
a preponderance of the evidence, that
the requestor is a lineal descendant or
a culturally affiliated Indian Tribe or
Native Hawaiian organization.

Repatriation of the cultural items in
this notice to a requestor may occur on
or after February 12, 2026. If competing
requests for repatriation are received,
the SF State NAGPRA Program must
determine the most appropriate
requestor prior to repatriation. Requests
for joint repatriation of the cultural
items are considered a single request
and not competing requests. The SF
State NAGPRA Program is responsible
for sending a copy of this notice to the
Indian Tribes and Native Hawaiian
organizations identified in this notice
and to any other consulting parties.

Authority: Native American Graves
Protection and Repatriation Act, 25
U.S.C. 3004 and the implementing
regulations, 43 CFR 10.9.

Dated: January 5, 2026.
Melanie O’Brien,
Manager, National NAGPRA Program.
[FR Doc. 2026—00459 Filed 1-12-26; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4312-52-P

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
National Park Service
[N6839; NPS-WASO-NAGPRA-

NPS0041747; PPWOCRADNO-
PCUO0ORP14.R50000]

Notice of Inventory Completion: Robert
S. Peabody Institute of Archaeology,
Andover, MA

AGENCY: National Park Service, Interior.

ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: In accordance with the Native
American Graves Protection and
Repatriation Act (NAGPRA), the Robert
S. Peabody Institute of Archaeology
(RSPI) has completed an inventory of
human remains and associated funerary
objects and has determined that there is
a cultural affiliation between the human
remains and associated funerary objects
and Indian Tribes or Native Hawaiian
organizations in this notice.

DATES: Repatriation of the human
remains and associated funerary objects
in this notice may occur on or after
February 12, 2026.

ADDRESSES: Send written requests for
repatriation of the human remains and
associated funerary objects in this notice
to Ryan J. Wheeler, Robert S. Peabody
Institute of Archaeology, Phillips
Academy, 180 Main Street, Andover,
MA 01810, email rwheeler@
andover.edu.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: This
notice is published as part of the
National Park Service’s administrative
responsibilities under NAGPRA. The
determinations in this notice are the
sole responsibility of the RSPI, and
additional information on the
determinations in this notice, including
the results of consultation, can be found
in its inventory or related records. The
National Park Service is not responsible
for the determinations in this notice.

Abstract of Information Available

Human remains representing, at least,
27 individuals have been identified. The
3,056 associated funerary objects are
584 lots of ceramic sherds; 257 lots of
faunal remains; 2,051 lots of lithics,
including rock samples and stone tools;
18 lots of sediment samples; 27 lots of
charcoal and/or wood samples; 48 lots
of shells and shell samples; one lot of
mineral samples; 43 lots of metal items;
16 lots of glass shards; six lots of lead
items; two lots of brick; and three lots
of organic items. Morrill Point is a small
peninsula on the northern edge of the
Merrimack River estuary in the vicinity
of Salisbury, Essex County,
Massachusetts. From 1979 through at
least the 1980s, James P. Whittall (1932—
1998) of the Early Sites Research Society
disturbed several Native American
burial sites on Morrill Point, including
Morrill Point Mound (19-ES—281) and
several components of the Wheeler site,
including Woodchuck Knoll, Red Jasper
Knoll, and Rose Bud. The Morrill Point
Mound was occupied during the Early
Archaic Period (ca. 8500-8100
radiocarbon years BP) and the
Woodland Period (1500-500 BP); the

Wheeler site dates to the Woodland
Period; and some of the site components
include more recent occupation in the
eighteenth and nineteenth centuries.
Whittall loaned the individuals and
funerary items that he removed from
this locality to archaeologist Brian
Robinson (1953-2016), University of
Maine. Subsequently, Whittall’s family
transferred the Morrill Point holdings to
the RSPI.

There is no known presence of any
potentially hazardous substances,
though due to storage in a basement,
mold may be present and was noted
when the holdings were on loan at the
University of Maine.

Cultural Affiliation

Based on the information available
and the results of consultation, cultural
affiliation is clearly identified by the
information available about the human
remains and associated funerary objects
described in this notice.

Determinations

The RSPI has determined that:

e The human remains described in
this notice represent the physical
remains of at least 27 individuals of
Native American ancestry.

e The 3,056 objects described in this
notice are reasonably believed to have
been placed intentionally with or near
individual human remains at the time of
death or later as part of the death rite
or ceremony.

e There is a connection between the
human remains and associated funerary
objects described in this notice and the
Mashpee Wampanoag Tribe and the
Wampanoag Tribe of Gay Head
(Aquinnah).

Requests for Repatriation

Written requests for repatriation of the
human remains and associated funerary
objects in this notice must be sent to the
authorized representative identified in
this notice under ADDRESSES. Requests
for repatriation may be submitted by:

1. Any one or more of the Indian
Tribes or Native Hawaiian organizations
identified in this notice.

2. Any lineal descendant, Indian
Tribe, or Native Hawaiian organization
not identified in this notice who shows,
by a preponderance of the evidence, that
the requestor is a lineal descendant or
an Indian Tribe or Native Hawaiian
organization with cultural affiliation.

Repatriation of the human remains
and associated funerary objects
described in this notice to a requestor
may occur on or after February 12, 2026.
If competing requests for repatriation
are received, the RSPI must determine
the most appropriate requestor prior to
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repatriation. Requests for joint
repatriation of the human remains and
associated funerary objects are
considered a single request and not
competing requests. The RSPI is
responsible for sending a copy of this
notice to the Indian Tribes and Native
Hawaiian organizations identified in
this notice and any other consulting
parties.

Authority: Native American Graves
Protection and Repatriation Act, 25
U.S.C. 3003, and the implementing
regulations, 43 CFR 10.10.

Dated: January 5, 2026.
Melanie O’Brien,
Manager, National NAGPRA Program.
[FR Doc. 2026—00461 Filed 1-12—-26; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4312-52-P

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

National Park Service

[N6848; NPS-WASO-NAGPRA-
NPS0041754; PPWOCRADNO-
PCUOORP14.R50000]

Notice of Intended Repatriation:
Sonoma State University, Rohnert
Park, CA

AGENCY: National Park Service, Interior.
ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: In accordance with the Native
American Graves Protection and
Repatriation Act (NAGPRA), the
Sonoma State University intends to
repatriate certain cultural items that
meet the definition of unassociated
funerary objects, sacred objects, and/or
objects of cultural patrimony and that
have a cultural affiliation with the
Indian Tribes or Native Hawaiian
organizations in this notice.

DATES: Repatriation of the cultural items
in this notice may occur on or after
February 12, 2026.

ADDRESSES: Send additional, written
requests for repatriation of the cultural
items in this notice to Kirsten Twork,
Sonoma State University, 1801 East
Cotati Avenue, Rohnert Park, CA 94928,
email tworkk@sonoma.edu.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: This
notice is published as part of the
National Park Service’s administrative
responsibilities under NAGPRA. The
determinations in this notice are the
sole responsibility of the Sonoma State
University, and additional information
on the determinations in this notice,
including the results of consultation,
can be found in the summary or related
records. The National Park Service is
not responsible for the determinations
in this notice.

Abstract of Information Available

A total of 3,121 lots of cultural items
have been requested for repatriation. Of
the cultural items being requested 581
lots are unassociated funerary objects
and 2,540 lots are sacred objects.

The 2,522 lots of sacred objects were
removed from CA-SON-960 near
Forestville, California in Sonoma
County. Items were removed from the
site during two different time periods.
The first removal occurred in 1977
during a field survey. The second
occurred in 1980 as part of a field
archaeology class by the Santa Rosa
Junior College. In addition to teaching
students archaeology field work, the
purpose of the work done was to
evaluate the nature of changes to the site
matrix as a result of discing and
maintenance of the apple orchard
located within the site boundaries. The
items include flaked stone debitage,
flaked stone tools, charcoal, petrified
wood, unmodified faunal bone, historic
material, and unmodified shell. The
cultural items have been at Sonoma
State University since their removal
from the site.

The 580 unassociated funerary objects
were donated to the university by a
“Mrs. Johnson”. The cultural items were
removed from their location by Hector
Lee between Occidental and Sebastopol,
California in Sonoma County. No
additional information was located on
why the items were brought to the
university. The cultural items include
ground stone tools, modified stone, and
modified obsidian and have been at
Sonoma State University since their
donation in 1972.

One lot of unassociated funerary
objects was removed from CA-SON-709
located near Forestville California in
Sonoma County. No additional
information was located on why the
items were removed from the site. The
lot of items are ground stone tools and
have been at Sonoma State University
since 1973.

One lot of sacred objects was removed
during the Coleman Valley survey
located near Occidental California in
Sonoma County. No additional
information was located on why the
items were removed from the site. The
cultural items are stone debitage and
have been at Sonoma State University
since 1976.

One lot of sacred objects was removed
from CA-SON-1125 during the Cook
property survey located near Forestville,
California in Sonoma County. No
additional information was located on
why the items were removed from the
site. The cultural items are worked

obsidian and have been at Sonoma State
University since 1978.

The 16 lots of sacred objects were
removed from CA-SON-1260, CA—
SON-1261, and CA-SON-1262 in
Occidental, California in Sonoma
County. The items include flaked stone
tools. The cultural items have been at
Sonoma State University since 1980.

In the case of missing cultural items,
any additional items when located will
also be repatriated from the collections
discussed above. Based on records
concerning the cultural items and the
institution in which they are housed,
there is no evidence of the items being
treated with hazardous substances.

Determinations

The Sonoma State University has
determined that:

e The 581 lots of unassociated
funerary objects described in this notice
are reasonably believed to have been
placed intentionally with or near human
remains, and are connected, either at the
time of death or later as part of the death
rite or ceremony of a Native American
culture according to the Native
American traditional knowledge of a
lineal descendant, Indian Tribe, or
Native Hawaiian organization. The
unassociated funerary objects have been
identified by a preponderance of the
evidence as related to human remains,
specific individuals, or families, or
removed from a specific burial site or
burial area of an individual or
individuals with cultural affiliation to
an Indian Tribe or Native Hawaiian
organization.

e The 2,540 lots of sacred objects
described in this notice are specific
ceremonial objects needed by a
traditional Native American religious
leader for present-day adherents to
practice traditional Native American
religion, according to the Native
American traditional knowledge of a
lineal descendant, Indian Tribe, or
Native Hawaiian organization.

e There is a reasonable connection
between the cultural items described in
this notice and the Federated Indians of
Graton Rancheria, California.

Requests for Repatriation

Additional, written requests for
repatriation of the cultural items in this
notice must be sent to the authorized
representative identified in this notice
under ADDRESSES. Requests for
repatriation may be submitted by any
lineal descendant, Indian Tribe, or
Native Hawaiian organization not
identified in this notice who shows, by
a preponderance of the evidence, that
the requestor is a lineal descendant or
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a culturally affiliated Indian Tribe or
Native Hawaiian organization.

Repatriation of the cultural items in
this notice to a requestor may occur on
or after February 12, 2026. If competing
requests for repatriation are received,
the Sonoma State University must
determine the most appropriate
requestor prior to repatriation. Requests
for joint repatriation of the cultural
items are considered a single request
and not competing requests. The
Sonoma State University is responsible
for sending a copy of this notice to the
Indian Tribes and Native Hawaiian
organizations identified in this notice
and to any other consulting parties.

Authority: Native American Graves
Protection and Repatriation Act, 25
U.S.C. 3004 and the implementing
regulations, 43 CFR 10.9.

Dated: January 5, 2026.
Melanie O’Brien,
Manager, National NAGPRA Program.
[FR Doc. 2026—00466 Filed 1-12—-26; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4312-52-P

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
National Park Service

[N6845; NPS-WASO-NAGPRA-
NPS0041751; PPWOCRADNO-
PCUOORP14.R50000]

Notice of Inventory Completion:
Oberlin College, Oberlin, OH

AGENCY: National Park Service, Interior.
ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: In accordance with the Native
American Graves Protection and
Repatriation Act (NAGPRA), Oberlin
College has completed an inventory of
human remains and associated funerary
objects and has determined that there is
a cultural affiliation between the human
remains and associated funerary objects
and Indian Tribes or Native Hawaiian
organizations in this notice.

DATES: Repatriation of the human
remains and associated funerary objects
in this notice may occur on or after
February 12, 2026.

ADDRESSES: Send written requests for
repatriation of the human remains and
associated funerary objects in this notice
to Dr. Amy Margaris, Oberlin College,
Department of Anthropology, King
Building, 10 N Professor Street, Oberlin,
OH 44074, email amy.margaris@
oberlin.edu.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: This
notice is published as part of the
National Park Service’s administrative

responsibilities under NAGPRA. The
determinations in this notice are the
sole responsibility of Oberlin College,
and additional information on the
determinations in this notice, including
the results of consultation, can be found
in its inventory or related records. The
National Park Service is not responsible
for the determinations in this notice.

Abstract of Information Available

Human remains representing at least
one individual have been identified.
The one associated funerary object is a
textile fragment.

Lot 11 was recovered from Scioto
County, Ohio and consists of one rib
fragment, two finger bones, and two
teeth totaling an MNI of one. They were
found in the collection of the Oberlin
College Department of Geology
accompanied by a handwritten note that
reads “10570, remains from Indian
mound near Portsmouth, O. By Mr.
Chad Hilton, one fragment of rib, two
finger joints, two teeth.” It is not known
if potentially hazardous substances were
used to treat any of the human remains
or associated funerary objects.

A textile fragment, roughly 3 x 6 cm
and preserved in wax between two glass
plates, was recovered from the
Westenhaver Mound site (33PI11) in
Pickaway County, Ohio and is recorded
as accession #224 in the accession book
of the former Oberlin College Museum.
An accompanying tag reads “Mound
Builders’ cloth. Taken from a mound 7
1> miles S of Circleville, Ohio. July 21,
1884. Presented by Louise S. Stewart.
’89”’. A note by Oberlin Museum curator
A.A. Wright in the Oberlin College
Archives describes the fragment as
taken from a mound on the farm of
Joseph Westenhaver by W.D.
Chamberlin of Dayton, OH. The note
goes on to describe the mound
dimensions and discovery in the mound
of a human burial, burial cloth,
charcoal, and a polished stone
ornament. Two scientific articles on the
Westenhaver site were published in
2018 by George H. Colvin in the journal
Ohio Archaeologist (issues 1 and 3). It
is not known if potentially hazardous
substances were used to treat the textile
fragment.

Cultural Affiliation

Based on the information available
and the results of consultation, cultural
affiliation is reasonably identified by the
geographical location or acquisition
history of the human remains and
associated funerary objects described in
this notice.

Determinations

Oberlin College has determined that:

e The human remains described in
this notice represent the physical
remains of at least one individual of
Native American ancestry.

¢ The one object described in this
notice is reasonably believed to have
been placed intentionally with or near
individual human remains at the time of
death or later as part of the death rite
or ceremony.

e There is a connection between the
human remains and associated funerary
objects described in this notice and the
Absentee-Shawnee Tribe of Indians of
Oklahoma; Eastern Shawnee Tribe of
Oklahoma; Match-e-be-nash-she-wish
Band of Pottawatomi Indians of
Michigan; Miami Tribe of Oklahoma;
Shawnee Tribe, and the Wyandotte
Nation.

Requests for Repatriation

Written requests for repatriation of the
human remains and associated funerary
objects in this notice must be sent to the
authorized representative identified in
this notice under ADDRESSES. Requests
for repatriation may be submitted by:

1. Any one or more of the Indian
Tribes or Native Hawaiian organizations
identified in this notice.

2. Any lineal descendant, Indian
Tribe, or Native Hawaiian organization
not identified in this notice who shows,
by a preponderance of the evidence, that
the requestor is a lineal descendant or
an Indian Tribe or Native Hawaiian
organization with cultural affiliation.

Repatriation of the human remains
and associated funerary objects
described in this notice to a requestor
may occur on or after February 12, 2026.
If competing requests for repatriation
are received, Oberlin College must
determine the most appropriate
requestor prior to repatriation. Requests
for joint repatriation of the human
remains and associated funerary objects
are considered a single request and not
competing requests. Oberlin College is
responsible for sending a copy of this
notice to the Indian Tribes and Native
Hawaiian organizations identified in
this notice and any other consulting
parties.

Authority: Native American Graves
Protection and Repatriation Act, 25
U.S.C. 3003, and the implementing
regulations, 43 CFR 10.10.

Dated: January 5, 2026.
Melanie O’Brien,
Manager, National NAGPRA Program.
[FR Doc. 2026—00465 Filed 1-12—-26; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4312-52-P
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DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

Bureau of Reclamation

[RX.17731720.0000000 26XR0680S1
RR040U2200]

Colorado River Basin Salinity Control
Advisory Council Notice of Public
Meeting

AGENCY: Bureau of Reclamation,
Interior.

ACTION: Notice of public meeting.

SUMMARY: The Bureau of Reclamation is
publishing this notice to announce that
a Federal Advisory Committee meeting
of the Colorado River Basin Salinity
Control Advisory Council (Council) will
take place. The meeting is open to the
public.

DATES: The meeting will take place
virtually on Thursday, January 22, 2026,
from 3:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. (MDT).
ADDRESSES: The virtual meeting held on
Thursday, January 22, 2026 may be
accessed at https://us02web.zoom.us/j/
84372076367.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Kathleen Callister, telephone (801) 524—
3781; email at kcallister@usbr.gov.
Individuals in the United States who are
deaf, deafblind, hard of hearing, or have
a speech disability may dial 711 (TTY,
TDD, or TeleBraille) to access
telecommunications relay services.
Individuals outside the United States
should use the relay services offered
within their country to make
international calls to the point-of-
contact in the United States.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
meeting of the Council is being held
under the provisions of the Federal
Advisory Committee Act of 1972. The
Council was established by the Colorado
River Basin Salinity Control Act of 1974
(Pub. L. 93—-320) (Act) to receive reports
and advise Federal agencies on
implementing the Act.

Purpose of the Meeting: The purpose
of the meeting is to discuss the
accomplishments of Federal agencies
and make recommendations on future
activities to control salinity in the
Colorado River Basin.

Agenda: Council members will be
briefed on the status of salinity control
activities. Discussions about salinity
control research studies will occur. The
Bureau of Reclamation, Bureau of Land
Management, U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service, and United States Geological
Survey of the Department of the Interior;
the Natural Resources Conservation
Service of the Department of
Agriculture; and the Environmental
Protection Agency will each present a

progress report and a schedule of
activities on salinity control in the
Colorado River Basin. The Council will
discuss salinity control activities, the
contents of the reports, and the Basin
States Program created by Public Law
110-246, which amended the Act. A
final agenda will be posted online at
https://www.usbr.gov/uc/progact/
salinity/ at least one week prior to the
meeting.

Meeting Accessibility/Special
Accommodations: The meeting is open
to the public. Please make requests in
advance for sign language interpreter
services, assistive listening devices, or
other reasonable accommodations. We
ask that you contact Kathleen Callister
(see FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT
section of this notice) at least seven (7)
business days prior to the meeting to
give the Department of the Interior
sufficient time to process your request.
All reasonable accommodation requests
are managed on a case-by-case basis.

Individuals wanting virtual access to
the meeting or those requiring special
accommodations should contact
Kathleen Callister (see FOR FURTHER
INFORMATION CONTACT) no later than
January 10, 2026, to receive
instructions.

Public Comments: The Council
chairman will provide time for oral
comments from members of the public
at the meeting. Individuals wanting to
make an oral comment should contact
Kathleen Callister (see FOR FURTHER
INFORMATION CONTACT) to be placed on
the public comment list. Members of the
public may also file written statements
with the Council before, during, or up
to 30 days after the meeting either in
person or by mail. To allow full
consideration of information by Council
members at this meeting, written
comments must be provided to Kathleen
Callister (see FOR FURTHER INFORMATION
CONTACT) by January 16, 2026.

Public Disclosure of Personal
Information: Before including your
address, phone number, email address,
or other personal identifying
information in your comment, you
should be aware that your entire
comment—including your personal
identifying information—may be made
publicly available at any time. While
you can ask us in your comment to
withhold your personal identifying
information from public review, we
cannot guarantee that we will be able to
do so.

Authority: 5 U.S.C. Ch. 10.

Wayne Pullan,

Regional Director, Upper Colorado Basin—
Interior Region 7, Bureau of Reclamation.

[FR Doc. 2026—00433 Filed 1-12—26; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4332-90-P

DEPARTMENT OF LABOR

Agency Information Collection
Activities; Submission for OMB
Review; Comment Request; Model
Employer Children’s Health Insurance
Program Notice

ACTION: Notice of availability; request
for comments.

SUMMARY: The Department of Labor
(DOL) is submitting this Employee
Benefits Security Administration
(EBSA)-sponsored information
collection request (ICR) to the Office of
Management and Budget (OMB) for
review and approval in accordance with
the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995
(PRA). Public comments on the ICR are
invited.

DATES: The OMB will consider all
written comments that the agency
receives on or before February 12, 2026.
ADDRESSES: Written comments and
recommendations for the proposed
information collection should be sent
within 30 days of publication of this
notice to www.reginfo.gov/public/do/
PRAMain. Find this particular
information collection by selecting
“Currently under 30-day Review—Open
for Public Comments” or by using the
search function.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Michael Howell by telephone at 202—
693—6782, or by email at DOL PRA
PUBLIC@dol.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: On
February 4, 2009, President Obama
signed the Children’s Health Insurance
Program Reauthorization Act of 2009
(CHIPRA, Pub. L. 111-3). Under ERISA
section 701(f)(3)(B)(i)(I), Public Health
Service Act (PHS) section
2701(f)(3)(B)(i)(I), and section
9801(f)(3)(B)(1)(I) of the Internal
Revenue Code, as added by Children’s
Health Insurance Program
Reauthorization Act of 2009 (CHIPRA),
an employer that maintains a group
health plan in a State that provides
medical assistance under a State
Medicaid plan under title XIX of the
Social Security Act (SSA), or child
health assistance under a State child
health plan under title XXI of the SSA,
in the form of premium assistance for
the purchase of coverage under a group
health plan, is required to make certain
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disclosures. Specifically, the employer
is required to notify each employee of
potential opportunities currently
available in the State in which the
employee resides for premium
assistance under Medicaid and CHIP for
health coverage of the employee or the
employee’s dependents. These notices
are referred to as “Employer CHIP
Notices.”

ERISA section 701(f)(3)(B)(1)(II)
requires the Department of Labor to
provide employers with model language
for the Employer CHIP Notices to enable
them to timely comply with this
requirement, which is referred to as the
“Model Employer CHIP Notice.” The
model language is required to include
information on how an employee may
contact the State in which the employee
resides for additional information
regarding potential opportunities for
premium assistance, including how to
apply for such assistance. For additional
substantive information about this ICR,
see the related notice published in the
Federal Register on July 11, 2025 (90 FR
30084).

Comments are invited on: (1) whether
the collection of information is
necessary for the proper performance of
the functions of the Department,
including whether the information will
have practical utility; (2) the accuracy of
the agency’s estimates of the burden and
cost of the collection of information,
including the validity of the
methodology and assumptions used; (3)
ways to enhance the quality, utility and
clarity of the information collection; and
(4) ways to minimize the burden of the
collection of information on those who
are to respond, including the use of
automated collection techniques or
other forms of information technology.

This information collection is subject
to the PRA. A Federal agency generally
cannot conduct or sponsor a collection
of information, and the public is
generally not required to respond to an
information collection, unless the OMB
approves it and displays a currently
valid OMB Control Number. In addition,
notwithstanding any other provisions of
law, no person shall generally be subject
to penalty for failing to comply with a
collection of information that does not
display a valid OMB Control Number.
See 5 CFR 1320.5(a) and 1320.6.

DOL seeks PRA authorization for this
information collection for three (3)
years. OMB authorization for an ICR
cannot be for more than three (3) years
without renewal. The DOL notes that
information collection requirements
submitted to the OMB for existing ICRs
receive a month-to-month extension

while they undergo review.
Agency: DOL-EBSA.

Title of Collection: Model Employer
Children’s Health Insurance Program
Notice.

OMB Control Number: 1210-0137.

Affected Public: Private sector.

Total Estimated Number of
Respondents: 7,156,384.

Total Estimated Number of
Responses: 223,433,165.

Total Estimated Annual Time Burden:

776,430 hours.
Total Estimated Annual Other Costs
Burden: $18,634,326.

(Authority: 44 U.S.C. 3507(a)(1)(D))
Michael Howell,

Senior Paperwork Reduction Act Analyst.
[FR Doc. 2026—00432 Filed 1-12—-26; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4510-29-P

MILLENNIUM CHALLENGE
CORPORATION

[MCC FR 26-01]

Proposed Agency Information
Collection Request; Comment
Request; Restricted Data Use
Application; Submission to the Office
of Management and Budget for Review
and Approval

AGENCY: Millennium Challenge
Corporation.

ACTION: 30-Day notice; request for
comments; submission to the Office of
Management and Budget for review and
approval.

SUMMARY: The Millennium Challenge
Corporation (MCC) will submit the
following information collection request
to the Office of Management and Budget
(OMB) for review and approval in
accordance with the Paperwork
Reduction Act of 1995, on or after the
date of publication of this notice and
invites the public to comment on the
proposed collection. Public comments
were previously requested via the
Federal Register on September 9, 2025
during a 60-day comment period (90 FR
43480, September 9, 2025). This notice
allows for an additional 30 days for
public comment.

DATES: Comments are due by February
12, 2026.

ADDRESSES: This information collection
request may be viewed at https://
www.reginfo.gov. Follow the
instructions to view Millennium
Challenge Corporation collections
currently under review by OMB.
Written comments and
recommendations for the proposed
information collection should be
submitted within 30 days of the
publication of this notice on the

following website: https://
www.reginfo.gov/public/do/PRAMain.

Find this particular information
collection by selecting ‘“‘Currently under
30-day Review—Open for Public
Comments” or by using the search
function and entering the title of the
collection.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Requests for additional information
regarding the collection listed in this
notice, including requests for copies of
the proposed collection instrument and
supporting documentation, may be
directed to Christopher Ice, Chief
Information Officer, MCC, pra@mecc.gov,
(202) 521-2652.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Title of
Information Collection: MCC Restricted
Data Use Application.

OMB Control Number: 0414-0001.

Type of Review: Request to reinstate a
previously approved information
collection.

Affected Public: The likely
respondents are expected to be
researchers, including university and
college faculty and students, who will
use this data for statistical analysis.

Estimated Number of Respondents:
Approximately 10 new respondents are
expected annually to access MCC-
funded restricted data.

Frequency: One application for each
restricted data package for which access
is requested by a respondent.

Estimated Average Burden per
Response: 90 minutes.

Estimated Total Annual Burden: 15
hours total.

Respondents’ Obligation: Voluntary
reply.

Abstract: MCC is committed to
providing public access to high-value
data collected as part of the
development, implementation, and
evaluation of MCC-funded assistance
programs, while being equally
committed to protecting the
confidentiality of individuals and
organizations from which the data are
collected. To achieve these twin aims,
MCC publishes de-identified public-use
files of microdata on its website through
the MCC Evidence Platform. In addition,
MCC makes restricted data files
available in cases where the de-
identification efforts for public use files
would significantly impair the analytic
potential of the data, or where the data
contain sensitive information that
cannot be shared as a public-use file.
However, access to restricted data will
only be granted to users who meet
eligibility criteria and agree to terms of
access established by MCC, including
agreeing to follow strict requirements
for maintaining data confidentiality.
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The MCC Restricted Data Use
Application collects information that
will be used by MCC and its data
steward, the University of Michigan’s
Interagency Consortium for Political and
Social Research (ICPSR), to evaluate
whether respondents qualify for access
to MCC’s restricted data. The
application, which will be submitted
electronically, requires the provision of
specific information by the respondent,
such as (i) the name, contact
information, and CV/Resume/Biosketch
for each person that will access the
restricted data, (ii) a research proposal
describing the need for the data and
how it will be used, (iii) evidence of
Institutional Review Board approval or
exemption of the research proposal, and
(iv) a signed restricted data use
agreement.

(Authority: Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995
(44 U.S.C. Chapter 35))

Brian Finkelstein,

Acting Vice President, General Counsel and
Corporate Secretary.

[FR Doc. 2026—00437 Filed 1-12—26; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 9211-03-P

NATIONAL AERONAUTICS AND
SPACE ADMINISTRATION

[Notice: 26-002]
Centennial Challenges Deep Space

Food Challenge: Mars to Table
Registration

AGENCY: National Aeronautics and
Space Administration (NASA).
ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: Deep Space Food Challenge:
Mars to Table is open, and teams that
wish to compete may now register.
NASA initiated Centennial Challenges
in 2005 to create public prize
competitions that stimulate
revolutionary research, technology
development, and prototype
demonstrations. These challenges strive
to be audacious and inspirational with

a focus on long-range NASA goals while
addressing complex mission needs.
Challenges also encourage hands-on,
grassroots approaches to identifying and
cultivating communities of innovators,
including small businesses, student
groups, and individuals. Centennial
Challenges are part of NASA’s Prizes,
Challenges, and Crowdsourcing program
withing the agency’s Space Technology
Mission Directorate. NASA’s Deep
Space Food Challenge: Mars to Table is
a prize competition with a total prize
purse of $750,000 USD, (seven hundred
and fifty thousand United States dollars)
to be awarded to competitor teams that

develop a complete space food system
for a planetary surface that integrates a
variety of food sources and associated
technologies, and that meets 100% of
the crew’s variable nutritional needs
within the constraints of a Martian
habitat.

DATES: Registration opens January 12,
2026, and will remain open until July
31, 2026. No further requests for
registration will be accepted after this
date. Other important dates can be
found at the challenge website:
go.nasa.gov/marstotable.

ADDRESSES: Deep Space Food Challenge:
Mars to Table will be conducted
virtually. Information about any
possible in-person awards ceremonies
will be posted on the Challenge website.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: To
register or for additional information
regarding NASA’s Deep Space Food
Challenge: Mars to Table, please visit:
go.nasa.gov/marstotable.

Questions and comments regarding
the Challenge should be addressed to
Jennifer Edmunson, 256-544—4071,
Centennial Challenges Acting Program
Manager, NASA Marshall Space Flight
Center Huntsville, AL 35812. Email
address: hg-stmd-centennialchallenges@
mail.nasa.gov. For general information
on NASA prize competitions,
challenges, and crowdsourcing
opportunities, please visit:
www.nasa.gov/get-involved.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Summary

Deep Space Food Challenge: Mars to
Table seeks to incentivize the
development of a complete space food
system for a planetary surface that
integrates a variety of food sources and
associated technologies, and that meets
100% of the crew’s variable nutritional
needs within the space environment.
This challenge is a public prize
competition, open to the eligible global
public, with a $750,000 USD total prize
purse. This challenge will identify
innovative approaches to create a full
food system that can provide for a
surface expedition team of up to 15
crew members, support sustained
operations for a five-year surface
mission, fully integrate the
Environmental Control and Life Support
System (ECLSS) for closed-loop or near
closed-loop resource utilization, and
utilize pre-packaged foods and/or bulk
ingredients for less than half of the
overall system.

The challenge asks teams to outfit a
habitat space with their proposed food
system and communicate their solutions
through a detailed framework including
a daily concept of operations and meal

plan, a blueprint/layout of the designed
space, and a functional walkthrough
video. The challenge may allow for
simulation testing, where teams can
validate their systems for further
technology advancement. Subject matter
experts will offer wisdom and support
through webinars and office hours.

I. Prize Amounts

The Challenge will offer an aggregate
prize purse of up to $750,000 for U.S.
Teams. U.S. Teams must meet the
eligibility requirements in order to
receive a prize from NASA.

After the Judging Panel makes
recommendations, up to one (1) U.S.
Team will be named as the overall
winner of the Challenge and be awarded
up to $300,000. Up to two (2) additional
U.S. Teams will be named as second
and third place winners and awarded
up to $200,000 and $100,000,
respectively. Up to three (3) $50,000
categorical awards may be awarded for
recognizing U.S. Teams who make
exemplary advancements or innovations
in a given focus area, including but not
limited to: Crew Experience,
Transformational Innovation, Terrestrial
Potential, etc.

International Teams must meet the
eligibility requirements in order to
participate in the Challenge.
International Teams are not eligible to
be awarded prize money. After the
Judging Panel deliberates in August
2026, up to three (3) International
Teams may be named the International
Winner and International Runners-Up of
the Challenge.

II. Eligibility To Participate and Win
Prize Money

In order to participate in the
Challenge, each individual, whether
acting alone or as part of a Competitor
Team must identify their nationality.

¢ No individual competitor shall be a
citizen of a country on the NASA Export
Control Program list of Designated
Countries List Category II: Countries
determined by the Department of State
to support terrorism. The current list of
designated countries can be found at
http://oiir.hq.nasa.gov/nasaecp. Please
check the link for the latest updates.
This includes individuals with dual
citizenship unless they are a U.S. citizen
or a lawful permanent U.S. resident
(green card holder).

e While China is not a Category II
designated country, pursuant to Public
Law 116-6, Section 530, NASA is
prohibited from participating,
collaborating, or coordinating bilaterally
in any way with China or any
Chineseowned entity. Team members
who are citizens of China but not


mailto:hq-stmd-centennialchallenges@mail.nasa.gov
mailto:hq-stmd-centennialchallenges@mail.nasa.gov
http://oiir.hq.nasa.gov/nasaecp
http://www.nasa.gov/get-involved
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affiliated with a Chinese entity may be
permitted to participate on a Team.

¢ Subiject to the conditions set forth
herein, foreign nationals and foreign
national Teams can participate in the
Challenge. However, they are not
eligible for a cash prize, and must
acknowledge acceptance of this by
signing and submitting a Foreign
Participant Acknowledgement Form.

e A competitor Team-designated lead
shall be responsible for both compliance
with the rules (including prize
eligibility rules) and the actions of all
members of the Team.

In order to be eligible to win a prize
from NASA:

1. Individuals must be U.S. citizens
OR permanent residents of the United
States, AND over the age of 18.

2. Organizations must be an entity
incorporated in AND maintaining a
primary place of business in the United
States.

3. Teams must be composed of
otherwise eligible individuals or
organizations AND led by an otherwise
eligible individual or organization.

4. Team Leader must be a U.S. citizen
or permanent resident.

A Team may include foreign nationals
and be eligible to win prize money as
long as the foreign national signs and
delivers a disclosure wherein they
disclose his/her citizenship and
acknowledge that he/she is not eligible
to win a prize from NASA, AND the
foreign national is:

1. An employee of an otherwise
eligible U.S. entity participating in the
Challenge,

2. An owner of such entity, so long as
foreign citizens own less than 50% of
the interests in the entity,

3. A contractor under written contract
to such entity, OR

4. A full-time student who, during the
time of the Challenge, (1) is enrolled in
an accredited institution of higher
learning, (2) has a valid student visa and
(3) is otherwise in compliance with all
local, state, and U.S. Government laws
and regulations regarding the sale and
export of technology.

Teams selected for an award will be
required to provide proof of citizenship/
permanent residency, proof of primary
place of business, proof of
incorporation, and/or proof of student
visa. Proof must be provided within 3
business days to be eligible for an
award. A Team’s failure to comply with
any aspect of the eligibility
requirements shall result in the Team
being disqualified from winning a prize
from NASA.

Interested teams should refer to the
official Challenge website
(www.deepspacefood.org/marstotable)
for full details on eligibility
requirements and registration.

III. Official Rules

The complete rules for Deep Space
Food Challenge: Mars to Table, can be
found at: www.deepspacefood.org/
marstotable.

Nanette Smith,

Team Lead, NASA Directives and
Regulations.

[FR Doc. 2026—00450 Filed 1-12—26; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 7510-13-P

NATIONAL AERONAUTICS AND
SPACE ADMINISTRATION

[NASA Document Number: 26—-003]
Name of Information Collection: NASA
Safety Reporting System (NSRS)

AGENCY: National Aeronautics and
Space Administration (NASA).

ACTION: Notice of revision of an existing
information collection.

SUMMARY: NASA, as part of its
continuing effort to reduce paperwork
and respondent burden, under the
Paperwork Reduction Act, invites the
general public and other Federal
agencies to take this opportunity to
comment on proposed and/or
continuing information collections.
DATES: Comments are due by February
12, 2026.

ADDRESSES: Written comments and
recommendations for this information
collection should be sent within 30 days
of publication of this notice to
www.reginfo.gov/public/do/PRAMain.
Find this particular information
collection by selecting “Currently under
Review—Open for Public Comments”.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Requests for additional information or
copies of the information collection
instrument(s) and instructions should
be directed to NASA PRA Clearance
Officer, Stayce Hoult, NASA
Headquarters, 300 E Street SW, JC0000,
Washington, DC 20546, phone 256—714—
8575, or email stayce.d.hoult@nasa.gov
or hg-ocio-pra-program@mail.nasa.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
1. Abstract

This collection provides a means by
which NASA contractors can
voluntarily and anonymously report any
safety concerns or hazards pertaining to
NASA programs, projects, or operations.

NASA is committed to effectively
performing the Agency’s
communication function in accordance
with the Space Act Section 203(a)(3) to
“provide for the widest practicable and
appropriate dissemination of
information concerning its activities and
the results thereof,” and to enhance
public understanding of, and
participation in, the nation’s
aeronautical and space program in
accordance with the NASA Strategic
Plan.

II. Methods of Collection

Paper-based and electronic.
III. Data

Title: NASA Safety Reporting System.
OMB Number: 2700-0063.

Type of review: Revision of an
existing information collection.

Affected Public: Business or other for-
profit.

Estimated Annual Number of
Activities: 75.

Estimated Number of Respondents
per Activity: 1.

Annual Responses: 75.

Estimated Time per Response: 15
minutes.

Estimated Total Annual Burden
Hours: 19.

IV. Request for Comments

Comments are invited on: (1) Whether
the proposed collection of information
is necessary for the proper performance
of the functions of NASA, including
whether the information collected has
practical utility; (2) the accuracy of
NASA’s estimate of the burden
(including hours and cost) of the
proposed collection of information; (3)
ways to enhance the quality, utility, and
clarity of the information to be
collected; and (4) ways to minimize the
burden of the collection of information
on respondents, including automated
collection techniques or the use of other
forms of information technology.

Comments submitted in response to
this notice will be summarized and
included in the request for OMB
approval of this information collection.
They will also become a matter of
public record.

Stayce Hoult,

PRA Clearance Officer, National Aeronautics
and Space Administration.

[FR Doc. 2026—00469 Filed 1-12—26; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 7510-13-P
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NATIONAL CAPITAL PLANNING
COMMISSION

Notice of Final Adoption and Effective
Date for the Introduction Chapter
Updates of the Comprehensive Plan
for the National Capital: Federal
Elements

AGENCY: National Capital Planning
Commission.

ACTION: Notice of final adoption and
effective date.

SUMMARY: The National Capital Planning
Commission (NCPC) adopted updates to
the Introduction Chapter of the
Comprehensive Plan for the National
Capital: Federal Elements on January 8,
2026. The chapter establishes the
planning framework for the
Comprehensive Plan’s Federal Elements
to guide agency actions, including
review of projects and long-range plans
that affect federal buildings,
installations, campuses, and master
plans in the National Capital Region.
The Introduction Chapter is available
online at: https://www.ncpc.gov/plans/
compplan/.
DATES: The revised Introduction Chapter
will become effective February 12, 2026.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Email compplan@ncpc.gov.

Authority: 40 U.S.C. 8721(a).

Dated: January 8, 2026.
Meghan Hottel-Cox,

General Counsel and Secretariat, National
Capital Planning Commission.

[FR Doc. 2026—00474 Filed 1-12—26; 8:45 am|
BILLING CODE 7502-02-P

NATIONAL CAPITAL PLANNING
COMMISSION

Notice of Final Adoption and Effective
Date for Updates to the Submission
Guidelines

AGENCY: National Capital Planning
Commission.

ACTION: Notice of final adoption and
effective date.

SUMMARY: The National Capital Planning
Commission (NCPC) adopted updates to
the Submission Guidelines on January
8, 2026. Agencies that are subject to
plan and project review submit
development proposals to the
Commission by following the process
laid out in the Submission Guidelines.
The Submission Guidelines are
available online at: https://
www.ncpc.gov/review/guidelines/.

DATES: The revised Introduction Chapter
will become effective February 12, 2026.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:

Email submission@ncpc.gov.
Authority: 40 U.S.C. 8721(a).
Dated: January 8, 2026.

Meghan Hottel-Cox,

General Counsel and Secretariat, National
Capital Planning Commission.

[FR Doc. 2026—00475 Filed 1-12—-26; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 7502-02-P

NATIONAL FOUNDATION ON THE
ARTS AND THE HUMANITIES

National Endowment for the Arts

National Council on the Arts 218th
Meeting

AGENCY: National Endowment for the
Arts, National Foundation on the Arts
and Humanities.

ACTION: Notice of meeting.

SUMMARY: Pursuant to section 10 (a)(2)
of the Federal Advisory Committee Act,
as amended, notice is hereby given that
a meeting of the National Council on the
Arts will be held open to the public via
videoconference.

DATES: See the SUPPLEMENTARY
INFORMATION section for meeting time
and date.

ADDRESSES: The National Endowment
for the Arts, Constitution Center, 400
Seventh Street SW, Washington, DC
20560. Please see arts.gov for the most
up-to-date information.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Office of Public Affairs, National
Endowment for the Arts, Washington,
DC 20506, at PublicAffairs@arts.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
meeting will take place on January 22,
2026, from 2:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m., and
will be open to the public via
videoconference. If, in the course of the
open session discussion, it becomes
necessary for the Council to discuss
non-public commercial or financial
information of intrinsic value, the
Council will go into closed session
pursuant to subsection (c)(4) of the
Government in the Sunshine Act, 5
U.S.C. 552b, and in accordance with the
March 11, 2022 determination of the
Chair. Additionally, discussion
concerning purely personal information
about individuals, such as personal
biographical and salary data or medical
information, may be conducted by the
Council in closed session in accordance
with subsection (c) (6) of 5 U.S.C. 552b.

Detailed Meeting Information

Open Session: January 22, 2026; 2:00
p-m. to 3:00 p.m. Location: National
Endowment for the Arts, Washington,

DC, via videoconference. There will be
a discussion of general agency business.
Please see arts.gov for the most up-to-
date information, including a link to the
videoconference.

Dated: January 9, 2026.

Daniel Beattie,

Director, Office of Guidelines and Panel
Operations.

[FR Doc. 2026—00496 Filed 1-12—26; 8:45 am|
BILLING CODE 7537-01-P

POSTAL REGULATORY COMMISSION
[Docket No. CP2024-170]
New Postal Products

AGENCY: Postal Regulatory Commission.
ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: The Commission is noticing a
recent Postal Service filing for the
Commission’s consideration concerning
a negotiated service agreement. This
notice informs the public of the filing,
invites public comment, and takes other
administrative steps.

DATES: Comments are due: January 16,
2026.

ADDRESSES: Submit comments
electronically via the Commission’s
Filing Online system at https://
www.prc.gov. Those who cannot submit
comments electronically should contact
the person identified in the FOR FURTHER
INFORMATION CONTACT section by
telephone for advice on filing
alternatives.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
David A. Trissell, General Counsel, at
202-789-6820.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
Table of Contents

I. Introduction
II. Public Proceeding(s)
III. Summary Proceeding(s)

I. Introduction

Pursuant to 39 CFR 3041.405, the
Commission gives notice that the Postal
Service filed request(s) for the
Commission to consider matters related
to Competitive negotiated service
agreement(s). The request(s) may
propose the addition of a negotiated
service agreement from the Competitive
product list or the modification of an
existing product currently appearing on
the Competitive product list.

The public portions of the Postal
Service’s request(s) can be accessed via
the Commission’s website (http://
www.prc.gov). Non-public portions of
the Postal Service’s request(s), if any,
can be accessed through compliance
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with the requirements of 39 CFR
3011.301.1

Section II identifies the docket
number(s) associated with each Postal
Service request, if any, that will be
reviewed in a public proceeding as
defined by 39 CFR 3010.101(p), the title
of each such request, the request’s
acceptance date, and the authority cited
by the Postal Service for each request.
For each such request, the Commission
appoints an officer of the Commission to
represent the interests of the general
public in the proceeding, pursuant to 39
U.S.C. 505 and 39 CFR 3000.114 (Public
Representative). The Public
Representative does not represent any
individual person, entity or particular
point of view, and, when Commission
attorneys are appointed, no attorney-
client relationship is established.
Section II also establishes comment
deadline(s) pertaining to each such
request.

The Commission invites comments on
whether the Postal Service’s request(s)
identified in Section II, if any, are
consistent with the policies of title 39.
Applicable statutory and regulatory
requirements include 39 U.S.C. 3632, 39
U.S.C. 3633, 39 U.S.C. 3642, 39 CFR
part 3035, and 39 CFR part 3041.
Comment deadline(s) for each such
request, if any, appear in Section IL

Section III identifies the docket
number(s) associated with each Postal
Service request, if any, to add a

standardized distinct product to the
Competitive product list or to amend a
standardized distinct product, the title
of each such request, the request’s
acceptance date, and the authority cited
by the Postal Service for each request.
Standardized distinct products are
negotiated service agreements that are
variations of one or more Competitive
products, and for which financial
models, minimum rates, and
classification criteria have undergone
advance Commission review. See 39
CFR 3041.110(n); 39 CFR 3041.205(a).
Such requests are reviewed in summary
proceedings pursuant to 39 CFR
3041.325(c)(2) and 39 CFR
3041.505(f)(1). Pursuant to 39 CFR
3041.405(c)—(d), the Commission does
not appoint a Public Representative or
request public comment in proceedings
to review such requests.

II. Public Proceeding(s)

1. Docket No(s).: CP2024—170; Filing
Title: USPS Request Concerning
Amendment One to Priority Mail &
USPS Ground Advantage Contract 173,
with Material Filed Under Seal; Filing
Acceptance Date: January 8, 2026; Filing
Authority: 39 CFR 3035.105 and 39 CFR
3041; Public Representative: Jennaca
Upperman; Comments Due: January 16,
2026.

ITII. Summary Proceeding(s)

None. See Section II for public
proceedings.

This Notice will be published in the
Federal Register.

Sarah Wessel,

Alternate Federal Register Liaison.

[FR Doc. 2026—00488 Filed 1-12—26; 8:45 am|
BILLING CODE 7710-FW-P

POSTAL SERVICE

Product Change—Priority Mail
Express, Priority Mail, and USPS
Ground Advantage Negotiated Service
Agreements

AGENCY: Postal Service.
ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: The Postal Service gives
notice of filing a request with the Postal
Regulatory Commission to add a
domestic shipping services contract to
the list of Negotiated Service
Agreements in the Mail Classification
Schedule’s Competitive Products List.

DATES: Date of required notice: January
13, 2026.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Sean C. Robinson, 202—-268-8405.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
United States Postal Service hereby
gives notice that, pursuant to 39 U.S.C.
3642 and 3632(b)(3), it filed with the
Postal Regulatory Commission the
following requests:

Date filed with Postal Regulatory Commission

and No.

Negotiated service agreement product category

MC docket No. | K docket No.

1/B/26 ..o

PME-PM-GA 1475

MC2026-147 K2026-147

Documents are available at
WWW.PIC.ZOV.

Sean C. Robinson,

Attorney, Corporate and Postal Business Law.
[FR Doc. 2026—00492 Filed 1-12—26; 8:45 am|
BILLING CODE 7710-12-P

1 See Docket No. RM2018-3, Order Adopting
Final Rules Relating to Non-Public Information,

SECURITIES AND EXCHANGE
COMMISSION

[Release No. 34-104558; File No. SR—-NYSE-
2025-51]

Self-Regulatory Organizations; New
York Stock Exchange LLC; Notice of
Filing and Immediate Effectiveness of
Proposed Rule Change To Amend Its
Price List

January 8, 2026.

Pursuant to Section 19(b)(1) of the
Securities Exchange Act of 1934
(“Act”)® and Rule 19b—4 thereunder,?
notice is hereby given that on December
29, 2025, New York Stock Exchange
LLC (“NYSE” or the “Exchange”) filed
with the Securities and Exchange
Commission (“Commission’’) the
proposed rule change as described in

June 27, 2018, Attachment A at 19-22 (Order No.
4679).

Items I, II, and III below, which Items
have been prepared by the Exchange.
The Commission is publishing this
notice to solicit comments on the
proposed rule change from interested
persons.

I. Self-Regulatory Organization’s
Statement of the Terms of Substance of
the Proposed Rule Change

The Exchange proposes to amend its
Price List (the ‘“Price List”’) with respect
to certain system fees for use of the
Central Registration Depository (“CRD”
or “CRD system”) collected by the
Financial Industry Regulatory
Authority, Inc. (“FINRA”). The
proposed rule change is available on the
Exchange’s website at www.nyse.com
and at the principal office of the
Exchange.

115 U.S.C. 78s(b)(1).
217 CFR 240.19b—4.


http://www.nyse.com
http://www.prc.gov
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II. Self-Regulatory Organization’s
Statement of the Purpose of, and
Statutory Basis for, the Proposed Rule
Change

In its filing with the Commission, the
self-regulatory organization included
statements concerning the purpose of,
and basis for, the proposed rule change
and discussed any comments it received
on the proposed rule change. The text
of those statements may be examined at
the places specified in Item IV below.
The Exchange has prepared summaries,
set forth in sections A, B, and C below,
of the most significant parts of such
statements.

A. Self-Regulatory Organization’s
Statement of the Purpose of, and the
Statutory Basis for, the Proposed Rule
Change

1. Purpose

The Exchange proposes to amend the
Price List with respect to certain system
fees for use of CRD collected by FINRA.3
The Exchange proposes to implement
the fee change effective January 2, 2026.

FINRA collects and retains certain
regulatory fees via CRD for session fees
related to continuing education
requirements and the registration of
associated persons of Exchange member
organizations that are not FINRA
members (“Non-FINRA Member
Organizations”).4 CRD fees are user-
based, and there is no distinction in the
cost incurred by FINRA if the user is a
FINRA member or a Non-FINRA
Member Organization.

In 2024, FINRA amended certain fees
assessed for use of the CRD system for
implementation between 2026 and
2028.5 The Exchange accordingly
proposes to amend the Price List to
mirror these fees assessed by FINRA,
which will be implemented

3CRD is the central licensing and registration
system for the U.S. securities industry. The CRD
system enables individuals and firms seeking
registration with multiple states and self-regulatory
organizations to do so by submitting a single form,
fingerprint card, and a combined payment of fees
to FINRA. Through the CRD system, FINRA
maintains the qualification, employment, and
disciplinary histories of registered associated
persons of broker-dealers.

4 The Exchange originally adopted fees for use of
the CRD system in 2001 and amended those fees in
2013, 2022, 2023, and 2024. See Securities
Exchange Act Release Nos. 45112 (November 28,
2001), 66 FR 63086 (December 4, 2001) (SR-NYSE—
2001-47); 68587 (January 4, 2013), 78 FR 2467
(January 11, 2013) (SR-NYSE-2012-77); 93904
(January 5, 2022), 87 FR 1463 (January 11, 2022)
(SR-NYSE-2021-77); 96636 (January 11, 2023), 88
FR 2985 (January 18, 2023) (NYSE-2023-02); 99281
(January 5, 2024), 89 FR 1965 (January 11, 2024).
While the Exchange lists these fees in its Price List,
it does not collect or retain these fees.

5 See Securities Exchange Act Release No. 93709
(November 21, 2024), 89 FR 93709 (November 27,
2024) (SR-FINRA-2024-019).

concurrently with the amended FINRA
fees as of January 2026.5 Specifically,
the Exchange proposes to amend the
Price List to provide that the CRD
session fee for the Continuing Education
Regulatory Element will be $25.7 The
Exchange also proposes to amend the
Price List to modify the system
processing fees charged to Non-FINRA
Member Organizations for each
registered representative and principal
from $70 to the following, based on the
number of securities regulators with
which each such registered person is
registered, excluding registration as an
investment adviser representative: 8

Number of securities regulators

The Exchange notes that the proposed
change is not otherwise intended to
address any other issues surrounding
regulatory fees, and the Exchange is not
aware of any problems that member
organizations would have in complying
with the proposed change.

2. Statutory Basis

The Exchange believes that the
proposed rule change is consistent with
Section 6(b) of the Act,? in general, and
furthers the objectives of Section
6(b)(4) 10 of the Act, in particular, in that
it is designed to provide for the
equitable allocation of reasonable dues,
fees, and other charges. The Exchange
also believes that the proposed rule
change is consistent with Section 6(b)(5)
of the Act,11 in that it is designed to
promote just and equitable principles of
trade, to foster cooperation and
coordination with persons engaged in

6 The Exchange notes that it has only adopted the
CRD system fees charged by FINRA to Non-FINRA
Member Organizations when such fees are
applicable. In this regard, certain FINRA CRD
system fees and requirements are specific to FINRA
members, but do not apply to NYSE-only member
organizations. Non-FINRA Member Organizations
have been charged CRD system fees since 2001. See
note 5, supra. Member organizations that are also
FINRA members are charged CRD system fees
according to Section 4 of Schedule A to the FINRA
By-Laws.

7 The Exchange notes that the Price List currently
references the “Continuing Education Program for
Qualified Floor Members.” The Exchange proposes
a non-substantive change to this text to refer to the
“Continuing Education Regulatory Element” to
align with the terminology used by FINRA. The
Exchange also proposes to remove the “Fee per Bi-
Annual Session,” which is no longer assessed, from
the Price List.

8 See Section (4)(b)(7) of Schedule A to the FINRA
By-laws.

915 U.S.C. 78f(b).

1015 U.S.C. 78f(b)(4).

1115 U.S.C. 78{(b)(5).

regulating, clearing, settling, processing
information with respect to, and
facilitating transactions in securities, to
remove impediments to and perfect the
mechanism of a free and open market
and a national market system, and, in
general, to protect investors and the
public interest and is not designed to
permit unfair discrimination between
customers, issuers, brokers, or dealers.

The Exchange believes that the
proposed fee change is reasonable
because the fees will be identical to
those adopted by FINRA as of January
2026 for CRD session fees for continuing
education requirements and use of the
CRD system for each of the member’s
registered representatives and principals
for system processing. The costs of
operating and improving the CRD
system are similarly borne by FINRA
when a Non-FINRA Member
Organization uses the CRD system;
accordingly, the fees collected for such
use should, as proposed by the
Exchange, mirror the fees assessed to
FINRA members. In addition, as FINRA
noted in amending its fees, it believes
that its proposed pricing structure is
reasonable and correlates fees with the
components that drive its regulatory
costs to the extent feasible. The
Exchange further believes that the
change is reasonable because it will
provide greater specificity regarding
CRD session fees for certain continuing
education requirements and the CRD
system fees that are applicable to Non-
FINRA Member Organizations. All
similarly situated member organizations
are subject to the same fee structure, and
every member organization must use the
CRD system to complete continuing
education requirements, as well as for
registration and disclosure.
Accordingly, the Exchange believes that
the fees collected for such use should
likewise increase in lockstep with the
fees assessed to FINRA members, as
proposed by the Exchange.

The Exchange also believes that the
proposed fee change provides for the
equitable allocation of reasonable fees
and other charges, and does not unfairly
discriminate between customers,
issuers, brokers, and dealers. The fees
apply equally to all individuals and
firms required to report information in
the CRD system, and the proposed
change will result in the same
regulatory fees being charged to all
member organizations required to report
information to CRD and for services
performed by FINRA regardless of
whether such member organizations are
FINRA members. Accordingly, the
Exchange believes that the fees collected
for such use should increase in lockstep
with the fees adopted by FINRA as of
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January 2026, as proposed by the
Exchange.

B. Self-Regulatory Organization’s
Statement on Burden on Competition

In accordance with Section 6(b)(8) of
the Act,12 the Exchange believes that the
proposed rule change would not impose
any burden on competition that is not
necessary or appropriate in furtherance
of the purposes of the Act. Specifically,
the Exchange believes that the proposed
change will reflect fees that will be
assessed by FINRA as of January 2026
and will thus result in the same
regulatory fees being charged to all
member organizations required to report
information to the CRD system and for
services performed by FINRA,
regardless of whether or not such
member organizations are FINRA
members.

C. Self-Regulatory Organization’s
Statement on Comments on the
Proposed Rule Change Received From
Members, Participants, or Others

No written comments were solicited
or received with respect to the proposed
rule change.

II1. Date of Effectiveness of the
Proposed Rule Change and Timing for
Commission Action

Pursuant to Section 19(b)(3)(A)(ii) of
the Act,?3® and Rule 19b—4(f)(2)
thereunder 14 the Exchange has
designated this proposal as establishing
or changing a due, fee, or other charge
imposed on any person, whether or not
the person is a member of the self-
regulatory organization, which renders
the proposed rule change effective upon
filing. At any time within 60 days of the
filing of the proposed rule change, the
Commission summarily may
temporarily suspend such rule change if
it appears to the Commission that such
action is necessary or appropriate in the
public interest, for the protection of
investors, or otherwise in furtherance of
the purposes of the Act.

IV. Solicitation of Comments

Interested persons are invited to
submit written data, views and
arguments concerning the foregoing,
including whether the proposed rule
change is consistent with the Act.
Comments may be submitted by any of
the following methods:

Electronic Comments

e Use the Commission’s internet
comment form (https://www.sec.gov/
rules/sro.shtml); or

12 See 15 U.S.C. 78f(b)(8).
1315 U.S.C. 78s(b)(3)(A)(ii).
1417 CFR 240.19b—4.

e Send an email to rule-comments@
sec.gov. Please include file number SR—
NYSE-2025-51 on the subject line.

Paper Comments

¢ Send paper comments in triplicate
to Secretary, Securities and Exchange
Commission, 100 F Street NE,
Washington, DC 20549-1090.
All submissions should refer to file
number SR-NYSE-2025-51. This file
number should be included on the
subject line if email is used. To help the
Commission process and review your
comments more efficiently, please use
only one method. The Commission will
post all comments on the Commission’s
internet website (https://www.sec.gov/
rules/sro.shtml). Copies of the filing will
be available for inspection and copying
at the principal office of the Exchange.
Do not include personal identifiable
information in submissions; you should
submit only information that you wish
to make available publicly. We may
redact in part or withhold entirely from
publication submitted material that is
obscene or subject to copyright
protection. All submissions should refer
to file number SR-NYSE-2025-51 and
should be submitted on or before
February 3, 2026.

For the Commission, by the Division of

Trading and Markets, pursuant to delegated
authority.15

Sherry R. Haywood,

Assistant Secretary.

[FR Doc. 2026—00419 Filed 1-12-26; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 8011-01-P

SECURITIES AND EXCHANGE
COMMISSION

[OMB Control No. 3235-0375]

Agency Information Collection
Activities; Proposed Collection;
Comment Request; Extension:
Schedule 13E-4F

Upon Written Request, Copies Available
From: Securities and Exchange
Commission, Office of FOIA Services,
100 F Street NE, Washington, DC
20549-2736
Notice is hereby given that, pursuant

to the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995

(44 U.S.C. 3501 et seq.), the Securities

and Exchange Commission

(“Commission”) is soliciting comments

on the collection of information

summarized below. The Commission
plans to submit this existing collection
of information to the Office of

Management and Budget for extension

and approval.

1517 CFR 200.30-3(a)(12).

Schedule 13E—4F (17 CFR 240.13e-
102) may be used by a Canadian foreign
private issuer to make a cash tender or
exchange offer for the Canadian issuer’s
own securities if less than 40 percent of
the class of securities subject to the offer
is held by U.S. holders. Schedule 13E-
4F is designed to provide U.S. investors
in relevant Canadian securities with
adequate information concerning the
cash tender or exchange offer, the
Canadian foreign private issuer, and the
securities subject to the offer so that
investors can make informed voting and
investment decisions. We estimate that
Schedule 13E—4F takes approximately
3.33 hours per response to prepare and
that approximately 1 response is made
per year. We estimate that 100% of the
burden is carried out internally by the
Canadian issuer. Based on our
estimates, we calculate a total annual
reporting burden of 3 hours ((3.33 hours
per response x 100%) x 1 response per
year), when rounded to the nearest
dollar. Because we estimate that 100%
of the burden will be carried internally
by the issuer, we estimate that there is
no cost burden associated with
Schedule 13E—4F.

An agency may not conduct or
sponsor, and a person is not required to
respond to, a collection of information
unless it displays a currently valid OMB
control number.

Written comments are invited on: (a)
whether this proposed collection of
information is necessary for the proper
performance of the functions of the
agency, including whether the
information will have practical utility;
(b) the accuracy of the agency’s estimate
of the burden imposed by the collection
of information; (c) ways to enhance the
quality, utility, and clarity of the
information collected; and (d) ways to
minimize the burden of the collection of
information on respondents, including
through the use of automated collection
techniques or other forms of information
technology.

Please direct your written comments
on this 60-Day Collection Notice to
Austin Gerig, Director/Chief Data
Officer, Securities and Exchange
Commission, c/o Tanya Ruttenberg via
email to PaperworkReductionAct@
sec.gov by March 16, 2026. There will
be a second opportunity to comment on
this SEC request following the Federal
Register publishing a 30-Day
Submission Notice.

Dated: January 8, 2026.

Sherry R. Haywood,

Assistant Secretary.

[FR Doc. 2026—00410 Filed 1-12-26; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 8011-01-P
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SECURITIES AND EXCHANGE
COMMISSION

[Release No. 34-104563; File No. SR—
NASDAQ-2025-109]

Self-Regulatory Organizations; The
Nasdaq Stock Market LLC; Notice of
Filing of Proposed Rule Change To
Extend the Exchange’s U.S. Equities
Trading Hours to 23 Hours a Day, Five
Days a Week

January 8, 2026.

Pursuant to Section 19(b)(1) of the
Securities Exchange Act of 1934
(““Act”),! and Rule 19b—4 thereunder,?
notice is hereby given that on December
29, 2025, The Nasdaq Stock Market LLC
(“Nasdaq” or “Exchange”) filed with the
Securities and Exchange Commission
(“SEC” or “Commission”) the proposed
rule change as described in Items I, II,
and III, below, which Items have been
prepared by the Exchange. The
Commission is publishing this notice to
solicit comments on the proposed rule
change from interested persons.

I. Self-Regulatory Organization’s
Statement of the Terms of Substance of
the Proposed Rule Change

The Exchange proposes to amend the
Exchange’s Rulebook to provide for the
Exchange to trade equity securities and
exchange traded products 23 hours per
day, five days per week.

The text of the proposed rule change
is available on the Exchange’s website at
https://listingcenter.nasdaq.com/
rulebook/nasdaq/rulefilings, and at the
principal office of the Exchange.

II. Self-Regulatory Organization’s
Statement of the Purpose of, and
Statutory Basis for, the Proposed Rule
Change

In its filing with the Commission, the
Exchange included statements
concerning the purpose of and basis for
the proposed rule change and discussed
any comments it received on the
proposed rule change. The text of these
statements may be examined at the
places specified in Item IV below. The
Exchange has prepared summaries, set
forth in sections A, B, and C below, of
the most significant aspects of such
statements.

A. Self-Regulatory Organization’s
Statement of the Purpose of, and
Statutory Basis for, the Proposed Rule
Change

1. Purpose

The purpose of the proposed rule
change is to amend the Exchange’s

115 U.S.C. 78s(b)(1).
217 CFR 240.19b—4.

Rulebook to provide for the Exchange to
trade equity securities and exchange
traded products (“ETPs”’) on a 23 hours
per day, five days per week basis (““23/
5”).

Background and Overview

The history of the U.S. equities
markets is one marked by successive
waves of change and technological
innovation. Among other things, these
changes and innovations included the
automation of trading and the
introductions of decimalization,
algorithmic trading, and colocation.
When these innovations arose, they
spurred equity market structure to
evolve to accommodate them. The latest
change to impact the markets is rising
investor interest in trading U.S. equities
during overnight hours, especially
among investors located outside of the
United States.3 To align Nasdaq with
emerging investor interest in trading
outside of traditional U.S. market hours,
Nasdaq now proposes to extend its
hours for trading equity securities and
ETPs on the Exchange from 16 hours per
day, 5 days per week, to 23 hours per
day, 5 days per week.

Nasdaq has designed its proposal for
23/5 trading carefully. We have solicited
and we continue to solicit feedback
from those who stand to be impacted
most by the proposal, including
Nasdaq’s listed companies and market
participants. Nasdaq is also an active
participant in ongoing industry
discussions about how to address, in a
coordinated manner, market
protections, halts, and corporate actions.
We expect to supplement and refine this
proposal as we receive feedback and
work through technical and policy
issues.

By way of background, Nasdaq
presently trades securities in three daily
sessions during each weekday from
Monday through Friday. First, Nasdaq
operates a Pre-Market Hours session
from 4:00 a.m. to 9:30 a.m. ET.# Second,

3 Certain alternative trading systems (“ATS”),
such as Blue Ocean, already trade securities on an
overnight basis. Meanwhile, the Commission has
approved several new and existing exchanges to
securities on an extended overnight basis, but none
has begun to do so. See Securities Exchange Act
Release No. 34—102400 (Feb. 11, 2025); 90 FR 9794
(Feb. 18, 2025) (order approving NYSE Arca Inc.
proposal to lengthen its trading session to 22 hours
per day, 5 days per week) (“NYSE Arca Approval
Order”’); Securities Exchange Act. Release No. 89—
235 (Nov. 27, 2024); 89 FR 97092 (order approving
application of 24X National Exchange, LLC for
registration as a national securities exchange and to
trade 23 hours per day, 5 days per week) (“24X
Approval Order”).

4 See Rule Equity 1, Section 1(a)(9) (defining the
term ‘“‘Pre-Market Hours” as “‘the period of time
beginning at 4:00 a.m. ET and ending immediately
prior to the commencement of Market Hours.). As

commencing at 9:30 a.m. with the
execution of the Nasdaq Opening Cross,
Nasdaq conducts its Regular Market
Hours trading session until 4:00 p.m.5
Third, commencing at 4:00 p.m. with
the execution of the Nasdaq Closing
Cross, Nasdaq conducts a Post-Market
Hours ¢ trading session until 8:00 p.m.”?
During weekdays, between the hours of
8:00 p.m.—4:00 a.m. ET, the Exchange is
closed to trading as it is during all
weekend hours.

During its current Pre-Market and
Post-Market trading sessions, Nasdaq
offers more limited trading functionality
than it does during the Regular Market
Hours trading session and trading
during that period is subject to less
stringent regulation. For example,
outside of “regular trading hours,” 8
most aspects of the SEC’s Regulation
National Market System (‘‘Reg. NMS”’) 9
do not apply, including the prohibition
against trade-throughs.1® Meanwhile,
the Exchange does not offer certain
order types during these trading
sessions, such as pegged orders.
Moreover, during extended hours
trading sessions, liquidity tends to be
lower than it is during regular trading

discussed below, the Exchange is proposing non-
substantive changes to this rule.

5 See Rule Equity 1, Section 1(a)(9) (defining the
term “Market Hours” as the period of time
beginning at 9:30 a.m. ET and ending at 4:00 p.m.
ET or such earlier time as may be designated by
Nasdaq on a day when Nasdaq closes early). As
discussed below, the Exchange proposes to rename
this session ‘“Regular Market Hours”” and make
other non-substantive conforming changes to this
rule.

6 See Rule Equity 1, Section 1(a)(9) (defining the
term “‘Post-Market Hours” as the period of time
beginning immediately after the end of Market
Hours and ending at 8:00 p.m. ET). As discussed
below, the Exchange is proposing non-substantive
changes to this rule.

7 The Exchange uses different terms to describe
each of its trading sessions. For example, to refer
to its pre-market hours session, the Exchange uses
varying terms, such as ‘“Pre-Market,” “Early Market
Hours,” or “Early Market.” And to refer to its post-
market hours session, the Exchange uses varying
terms, such as ‘“Post-Market,” “Extended Hours,”
and “Extended Market Hours.” As part of this
filing, the Exchange proposes to harmonize
disparate and inconsistent references to these
concepts to avoid confusion. Throughout the
Rulebook, as amended, the Exchange proposes to
define the terms ‘‘Pre-Market Hours” and ‘“‘Post-
Market Hours” exclusively to refer to those specific
trading periods. In addition, the Exchange proposes
to define the term “Extended Hours” to refer more
generally to trading that occurs outside of Regular
Market Hours. See proposed Rule 1, Equity 1,
Sections 1(a)(20)—(21) and (23) (defining the terms
“Pre-Market Hours,” Post-Market Hours, “ and
“Extended Hours,” respectively).

8 See 17 CFR 242.600(b)(88) (defining the term
“regular trading hours” to mean 9:30 a.m.—4 p.m.
Eastern Time).

917 CFR 242.600-614.

10 See 17 CFR 242.600(b)(105) (defining a trade-
through, for purposes of Rule 611 of Reg. NMS, as
the purchase or sale of an NMS stock “during
regular trading hours”).
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hours. Stock prices, which are not
linked to an NBBO during extended
hours trading, may differ from market to
market, and spreads may be wider.
Additionally, stocks often experience
more volatile trading activity during
these sessions. Accordingly, to the
extent that markets like Nasdaq allow
trading to occur in extended hours
trading sessions, FINRA requires
brokers that participate in these sessions
to affirmatively disclose to investors
that extended hours trading carries
greater risks than trading during regular
market hours.1?

Although trading volume in extended
hours trading tends to be considerably
lower than it is during regular market
hours, Nasdaq has observed a growing
interest in trading during overnight
hours, particular among investors
located in Asia and other foreign
jurisdictions where business hours do
not coincide, fully or otherwise, with
U.S. regular market hours. For these
investors, extended market hours
trading sessions often provide some
real-time access to Nasdaq during their
business hours, but for many, Nasdaq is
closed during hours when they are most
apt to trade. Increasingly, these
investors are turning to ATSs that offer
overnight trading, such as Blue Ocean,
Bruce, Interactive Brokers, and OTC
Moon. They are also increasingly
utilizing trading platforms that provide
access to markets for digital assets,
including cryptocurrencies, tokenized
assets, and tokenized securities, on a 24/
7 basis. Nasdaq submits its proposal to
extend its trading hours to compete for
order flow from these investors, as well
as to position itself favorably in the
future to participate in markets that
trade digital assets.

Overview of Nasdaq’s Proposal for 23/
5 Trading

Going forward, Nasdaq proposes to
conduct trading 23 hours per day, 5
days per week. It proposes doing so in
two trading sessions rather than three.
First, it will conduct a “Day” trading
session, which will be the same and
comprise its existing Pre-Market Hours,
Regular Market Hours, and Post-Market
Hours trading sessions.12 The Day
Session will commence at 4:00 a.m. ET
and end at 8:00 p.m. ET, and it will
continue to feature both the Nasdaq
Opening Cross and the Nasdaq Closing
Cross. Second, Nasdaq will conduct a
“Night” trading session, which will
commence at 9:00 p.m. ET and end at

11 See FINRA Rule 2265 (Extended Hours Trading
Risk Disclosure).
12 See Rule Equity 1, Section 1(a)(9).

4:00 a.m. ET the next calendar day.13 As
we explain below, between 8:00 p.m.
and 9:00 p.m. ET on each weekday, the
Exchange will pause trading on its
market to conduct maintenance, testing,
and to process those corporate actions,
such as mergers, stock splits, and
dividends, that will become effective
the following trading day. The pause
will also allow for market participants
to process and clear trades before
proceeding to a new trading day.
Nasdaq proposes to keep its markets
closed during all weekend hours, except
that the trading week will commence
with a Night Session on Sunday nights
at 9:00 p.m. ET.1# The trading week will
end at the conclusion of the Day session
on Friday.1°

On a holiday or another day when the
Exchange is closed for business, the
closure will be effective as of 8:00 p.m.
ET on the calendar day prior to the
closure date, and the market will reopen
at 9:00 p.m. ET on the closure date,
unless the closure date is a Friday, in
which case the market will reopen on
Sunday evening at 9:00 p.m. ET.16 On
a day when Nasdaq closes the market
early, it will resume trading at 9:00 p.m.
ET on the same calendar day, unless
again, the early closure date is a Friday,
in which case the Exchange will resume
trading on Sunday evening at 9:00 p.m.
ET.17

13 See proposed Rule Equity 1, Section 1(a)(19)
(defining the term “Night Session” as “‘the time
between 9:00 p.m. on one calendar day through
4:00 a.m. the next calendar day Sunday through
Thursday provided that each such next calendar
day is a Business Day.”). To enhance clarity and
consistent with approved rules of other national
securities exchanges, and specifically 24X and
NYSE Arca, the Exchange proposes to define the
term “Business Day” to means any Sunday from 9
p.m. ET through Monday, and any Tuesday,
Wednesday, Thursday or Friday other than any of
the following U.S. holidays if they are celebrated on
a Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday or
Friday: New Year’s Day, Martin Luther King Jr. Day,
Presidents’ Day, Good Friday, Memorial Day,
Juneteenth National Independence Day,
Independence Day, Labor Day, Thanksgiving Day
and Christmas Day Eastern Time, or such other U.S.
holiday(s) as published by the Exchange from time
to time). See proposed Rule Equity 1, Section
1(a)(17).

14 See proposed Rule Equity 1, Section 1(a)(19)
(defining the term “Night Session”).

15 See proposed Rule Equity 1, Section 1(a)(18).
The Exchange proposes a non-substantive change to
define the term “Day Session’ in proposed Rule 1
Equity 1, Section 1(a)(18) as follows: “[t]he term
“Day Session” means the time between 4:00 a.m.
Eastern Time and 8:00 p.m. Eastern Time on
Business Days, during which period the Pre-Market
Hours, Regular Market Hours and Post-Market
Hours are in operation.”” The Exchange believes this
non-substantive change is designed to facilitate
application of the rules by combining references to
the three current trading sessions into one broader
day trading session for referencing purposes only
thereby simplifying the conceptualization and
application of the proposed rules. See id.

16 See proposed Rule Equity 1, Section 1(a)(19).

17 See proposed Rule Equity 1, Section 1(a)(19).

Consistent with the approved rules of
other national securities exchanges that
are similarly proposing to extend their
trading hours overnight,'® Nasdaq
proposes to launch the operation of its
23/5 market upon the availability of the
Securities Information Processor (‘“‘SIP”’)
to operate during the Night session.1?

To facilitate this proposal to extend
Nasdagq’s trading hours, Nasdaq
proposes to amend numerous rules in
its Rulebook. Rather than catalogue all
such proposed changes, the majority of
which are non-substantive changes to
reflect revised trading times, we focus
below on describing only those changes
that will have a material impact on the
operation of the Nasdaq Stock Market.

Before we describe what Nasdaq
proposes to change, we first want to
make clear what will remain the same.
The following aspects of Nasdaq’s
trading system and procedures will not
change when trading equities and ETPs
on a 23/5 basis:

e Listing rules

e Membership rules

¢ Rules of conduct

o Market Maker obligations

e Ranking, display, priority and
decrementation rules

e Disciplinary rules and enforcement

¢ Opening and Closing Crosses

18 See 24X Approval Order, supra note 3, 89 FR
at 97105-07 (approving application of 24X to trade
overnight provided that it may not begin doing so
until the Equity Data Plans have announced their
preparedness to collect, consolidate, process, and
disseminate quotation and transaction information
during the overnight hours; the SEC would nullify
approval of 24X rules governing overnight trading
if such readiness does not occur within 18 months
of the issuance of the approval order); NYSE Arca
Approval Order, supra note 3. See also 24X Rule
1.5(c); NYSE Arca Rule 7.34-E.

19 See proposed Rule Equity 1, Section 1(19)
(defining the term ‘“Night Session” and further
providing that (1) the Exchange shall not commence
operation of the Night Session unless the Equity
Data Plans (1) have established a mechanism to
collect, consolidate, process and disseminate
quotation and transaction information at all times
during the Night Session that is equivalent to the
mechanism established for Exchange trading hours
during Regular Market Hours, and (2) have
provided the Exchange with notification that they
are prepared to collect, consolidate, process and
disseminate quotation and transaction information
to accommodate the Night Session; (2) that prior to
commencing operation during the Night Session,
the Exchange will file a proposed rule change
pursuant to Section 19(b) of the Exchange Act and
the rules thereunder to amend its rules confirming
that the Exchange is able to comply with its
obligations under the Exchange Act and the rules
thereunder during the Night Session and that such
Equity Data Plans are prepared to collect,
consolidate, process and disseminate quotation and
transaction information at all times during the
Night Session (“Night Session Proposed Rule
Change”); and (3) that if the Night Session Proposed
Rule Change is not filed within 18 months of the
SEC’s approval of this proposed rule change, the
Exchange will promptly file a proposed rule change
to remove the rules that apply to the Night Session).
See id.



1352

Federal Register/Vol. 91, No. 8/ Tuesday, January 13, 2026/ Notices

o Clearly Erroneous protections

The “Day” Trading Session

The new Day trading session will
combine and incorporate, without
substantive changes, all elements of
what are now the Pre-Market Hours,20
Regular Market Hours,2* and Post-
Market Hours 22 trading sessions. Going
forward, the Rules will delineate these
sessions as distinct sub-parts of the Day
Session.23 During the Day Session, all
existing requirements, procedures,
behaviors and processes, including
those governing the Opening and
Closing Crosses, halts, routing, order
types, attributes, times-in-force, order
entry protocols, connectivity, market
data, etc., all will persist in their current
form, with only minor conforming
changes (described below). For example,
Order Type availability and behavior in
the Pre-Market Hours of 4:00-9:30 a.m.
ET will remain the same going forward
as it is now.2* As another example,
limits on Order Type availability in
Post-Market trading will continue to

apply.2°

20 See Rule Equity 1, Section 1(a)(9) (defining the
terms ‘“Market Hours,” ‘“‘Pre-Market Hours,” and
“Post-Market Hours”). To effect this change, the
Exchange proposes a non-substantive term to define
the term “‘Pre-Market Hours” as that subset of the
Day Session comprising the trading session that
begins at 4:00 a.m. and continues until 9:30 a.m. on
Business Days. See proposed Rule Equity 1, Section
1(a)(20).

21 See Rule Equity 1, Section 1(a)(9). To effect this
change, the Exchange proposes a non-substantive
term to define the term “Regular Market Hours” as
that subset of the Day Session comprising the
trading session that begins at 9:30 a.m. and
continues until 4:00 p.m. or 4:15 p.m. on Business
Days. See proposed Rule Equity 1, Section 1(a)(22).

22 See Rule Equity 1, Section 1(a)(9). To effect this
change, the Exchange proposes a non-substantive
term to define the term “Post-Market Hours” as that
subset of the Day Session comprising the trading
session that begins at 4:00 p.m. or 4:15 p.m. and
that continues until 8:00 p.m. on Business Days.
See proposed Rule Equity 1, Section 1(a)(21).

23 See proposed Rule Equity 1, Sections 1(a)(18),
and (20)—(21).

24 See proposed Rule 4702.

25 See proposed Rule 4702. Consistent with the
behavior of such order during extended hours, the
Exchange proposes to amend Rule 4702(b)(3)(A),
that during the Night Session, as is the case during
Pre- and Post-Market Hours, a Non-Displayed Order
will be posted at its entered limit price without
adjustment. See proposed Rule 4702(b)(3)(A). The
Exchange further proposes to amend Rule
4702(b)(4) to provide that, during the Night Session,
as is the case today with respect to the Pre- and
Post-Market Hours, a Post-Only Order will be
processed in a manner identical to Regular Market
Hours with respect to locking or crossing Orders on
the Nasdaq Book, but will not be cancelled or have
its price adjusted with respect to locking or crossing
the quotations of other market centers. See
proposed Rule 4702(b)(4). The Exchange believes
this proposed change is appropriate because the
Night Session is effectively an extension of the
Exchange’s current extended hours, and this
proposed change conforms the behavior of this
order during the current extended hours through
the hours of operation of the Night Session, as
proposed.

The “Night”” Trading Session

By contrast to the Day trading session,
the proposed Night trading session will
be an entirely new trading session that
will cover a period of the night in the
Eastern Time Zone in the United States
in which trading on the Exchange does
not now occur.2¢ In many ways, the
Night session will be like the existing
Post-Market Hours and Pre-Market
Hours trading sessions in that it will
feature limited functionality to reflect
the inapplicability of Reg. NMS and
reduced trading activity. The Night
Session will also feature a limited
number of Order Types and Attributes.

Specifically, the following Order
Types will not be available during the
Night Session: Supplemental; 27 Market
Maker Peg; 28 Market On Open
(“MOO’); 29 Limit on Open (“LOQO”); 30
Opening Imbalance Only (“OIO
Order”’); 31 Market on Close (“MOC
Order’’); 32 Limit on Close (“LOC

26 See proposed Rule 1 Equity, Section 1(a)(19).

27 A “Supplemental Order” is an Order Type with
a Non-Display Order Attribute that is held on the
Nasdaq Book in order to provide liquidity at the
NBBO through a special execution process
described in Rule 4757(a)(1)(D). A Supplemental
Order may be entered at any time during Pre-Market
Hours, or Regular Market Hours, but is available for
potential execution only during Market Hours. Any
Supplemental Orders still on the Nasdaq Book at
the conclusion of Market Hours will be cancelled.
See Rule 4702(b)(6).

28 A “Market Maker Peg Order” is an Order Type
designed to allow a Market Maker to maintain a
continuous two-sided quotation at a displayed price
that is compliant with the quotation requirements
for Market Makers set forth in Rule Equity 2,
Section 5(a)(2). The Exchange is proposing to
provide Market Maker Peg Orders are not available
during the Night Session, and, further, that Market
Maker Peg Orders designated for the Night Session
will be cancelled. See proposed Rule 4702(b)(7)(A).

29 A ““Market On Open Order” or “MOO Order”
is an Order Type entered without a price that may
be executed only during the Nasdaq Opening Cross.
Subject to the qualifications provided in Rule
4702(b)(8), MOO Orders may be entered between 4
a.m. ET and immediately prior to 9:28 a.m. ET. An
MOO Order will execute only at the price
determined by the Nasdaq Opening Cross. See Rule
4702(b)(8).

30 A “Limit On Open Order” or “LOO Order” is
an Order Type entered with a price that may be
executed only in the Nasdaq Opening Cross, and
only if the price determined by the Nasdaq Opening
Cross is equal to or better than the price at which
the LOO Order was entered. Subject to the
qualifications provided in Rule 4702(b)(9), LOO
Orders may be entered between 4 a.m. ET and
immediately prior to 9:28 a.m. See Rule 4702(b)(9).

31 An “Opening Imbalance Only Order” or “OIO
Order” is an Order Type entered with a price that
may be executed only in the Nasdaq Opening Cross
and only against MOO Orders, LOO Orders, or Early
Market Hours Orders (as defined in Rule 4752). OIO
Orders may be entered between 4:00 a.m. ET until
the time of execution of the Nasdaq Opening Cross,
but may not be cancelled or modified at or after
9:25 a.m. ET. See Rule 4702(b)(10)(A).

32 A “Market On Close Order” or “MOC Order”
is an Order Type entered without a price that may
be executed only during the Nasdaq Closing Cross.
Subject to the qualifications provided in Rule

Order”); 33 Imbalance-Only (“10
Order”).34 Company Direct Listing; 35
Extended Trading Close; 3¢ Midpoint
Peg Post-Only; 37 Midpoint Extended
Life Order (“M-ELO”’); 38 and Midpoint
Extended Life Order Plus Continuous
Book (“M-ELO+CB Order”’).39

4702(b)(11)), MOC Orders may be entered between
4 a.m. ET and immediately prior to 3:55 p.m. See
Rule 4702(b)(11).

33 A “Limit On Close Order” or “LOC Order” is
an Order Type entered with a price that may be
executed only in the Nasdaq Closing Cross and only
if the price determined by the Nasdaq Closing Cross
is equal to or better than the price at which the LOC
Order was entered, subject to qualifications set out
in Rule 4702(b)(12). Subject to qualifications set out
in the Rule, LOC Orders may be entered, cancelled,
and/or modified between 4 a.m. ET and
immediately prior to 3:50 p.m. ET. See Rule
4702(b)(12).

34 An “Imbalance Only Order” or “IO Order” is
an Order entered with a price that may be executed
only in the Nasdaq Closing Cross and only against
MOC Orders or LOC Orders. IO Orders may be
entered between 4:00 a.m. ET until the time of
execution of the Nasdaq Closing Cross. See Rule
4702(b)(13).

35 A “Company Direct Listing Order” or “CDL
Order” is a “‘market order” entered without a price
that may be executed only in the Nasdaq Halt Cross
for a Direct Listing with a Capital Raise (as defined
in Listing Rule IM-5315-2). See Rule 4702(b)(16).
The Exchange proposes to amend Rule
4702(b)(16)(A) to provide that CDL Orders are not
eligible to participate in the Night Session, and,
further, that CDL Orders designated for the Night
Session will be rejected. See proposed Rule
4702(b)(16)(A).

36 An “Extended Trading Close” or “ETC” Order
is an Order Type applicable to Nasdaq-listed
securities that may be executed only during the
Extended Trading Close and only at the Nasdaq
Official Closing Price, as determined by the Nasdaq
Closing Cross. See Rule 4702(b)(17). The Exchange
proposes to amend Rule 4702(b)(17) to provide that
ETC Orders are not eligible to participate in the
Night Session, and that ETC Orders designated for
the Night Session will be rejected. See proposed
Rule 4702(b)(17)(A).

37 A “Midpoint Peg Post-Only Order” (“MPPO”’)
is an Order Type with a Non-Display Order
Attribute that is priced at the midpoint between the
NBBO and that will execute upon entry only in
circumstances where economically beneficial to the
party entering the Order. The Midpoint Peg Post-
Only Order is available during Market Hours only.
See Rule 4702(b)(5).

38 A “Midpoint Extended Life Order” is an Order
Type with a Non-Display Order Attribute that is
priced at the midpoint between the NBBO and that
will not be eligible to execute until a minimum time
period has passed after acceptance of the order by
the System. Eligible Midpoint Extended Life Orders
may only execute against other eligible Midpoint
Extended Life Orders and M—ELO+CB Orders. See
Rule 4702(b)(14). The Exchange proposes to amend
subparagraph (A) of Rule 4702(b)(14) to provide
that Midpoint Extended Life Orders are not eligible
to participate in the Night Session, and that
Midpoint Extended Life Orders designated for the
Night Session will be rejected. See proposed Rule
4702(b)(14)(A).

39 A “Midpoint Extended Life Order Plus
Continuous Book” or “M-ELO+CB” is an Order
Type that has all of the characteristics and
attributes of a Midpoint Extended Life Order,
except that a M—ELO+CB that satisfies a specified
holding period is eligible to execute (at the
midpoint of the NBBO) against other eligible M—
ELO+CBs, eligible Midpoint Extended Life Orders,
and as described in the rule, Non-Displayed Orders
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As proposed, orders for the Night
Session may be entered into the System
(or previously entered orders cancelled
or modified) from 9:00 p.m. ET until
4:00 a.m. ET in accordance with the
hours of operation for the Night
Session.40

Similarly, the following Order
Attributes will not be available during
the Night Session: Primary Pegging; 41
Market Pegging; 42 Midpoint Pegging; 43
and Discretion (Pegging).4+¢ With respect

with Midpoint Pegging resting on the Exchange’s
Continuous Book. See Rule 4702(b)(15). The
Exchange proposes to amend subparagraph (A) of
Rule 4702(b)(15) to provide that M—ELO+CB orders
are not eligible to participate in the Night Session,
and that M—ELO+CB orders designated for the Night
Session will be rejected. See proposed Rule
4702(b)(15)(A).

40To effect this change, the Exchange proposes to
provide in Rule 4756(a)(3) that orders for the Night
Session may be entered into the System (or
previously entered Orders cancelled or modified)
from 9 p.m. until 4:00 a.m. ET in accordance with
the hours of operation for the Night Session. See
proposed Rule 4756(b). The Exchange further
proposes to provide in Rule 4120(a)(10)(C) that the
Exchange will begin accepting orders for the Night
Session at 9:00 p.m. ET in accordance with Rule
4756 and will trade thereafter through the Night
Session. Similarly, and with respect to entry of
quotes by Nasdaq Market Makers, the Exchange
proposes to provide that during the Night Session,
Nasdaq Market Makers and Nasdaq ECNs can enter
quotes into the System from 9:00 p.m. ET to 4:00
a.m. ET. See proposed Rules 4756(a))(10)(C),
4756(b).

41 See Rule 4703(d). Pegging is a)n Order
Attribute that allows an Order to have its price
automatically set with reference to the National
Best Bid and Offer; provided, however, that if
Nasdagq is the sole market center at the Best Bid or
Best Offer (as applicable), then the price of any
Displayed Order with Primary Pegging will be set
with reference to the highest bid or lowest offer
disseminated by a market center other than Nasdaq.
Pegging is available only during Market Hours.
Nasdagq offers three varieties of Pegging: Primary
Pegging, Market Pegging, and Midpoint Pegging.
Primary Pegging means Pegging with reference to
the Inside Quotation on the same side of the market.
See id.

42 Market Pegging means Pegging with reference
to the Inside Quotation on the opposite side of the
market. Pegging is available only during Market
Hours. See Rule 4703(d).

43 See Rule 4703(d). Midpoint Pegging means
Pegging with reference to the midpoint between the
Inside Bid and the Inside Offer. Pegging is available
only during Market Hours. See id.

44 Discretion is an Order Attribute under which
an Order has a non-displayed discretionary price
range within which the entering Participant is
willing to trade; such an Order may be referred to
as a “Discretionary Order.” The Discretion Order
Attribute may be combined with the Pegging Order
Attribute, in which case either the price of the
Order or the discretionary price range or both may
be pegged in the ways described in Rule 4702(d)
with respect to the Pegging Order Attribute. As
discussed above, however, and consistent with its
proposal with respect to the Pegging order attribute
during the Night Session, the Exchange proposes to
provide that during the Night Session, the
Discretion attribute may not be combined with the
Pegging Order attribute. See proposed Rule 4703(g)
(providing that the Discretion order attribute is
available during the Night Session, provided
however, that during the Night Session, the
Discretion order attribute may not be combined

to Time-in-Force #° order attributes,
orders entered during the Night Session
that are designated to deactivate after
4:00 a.m. ET will deactivate at the
conclusion of the Night Session at 4:00
a.m. ET.46

However, the Night session will differ
from Post-Market Hours and Pre-Market
Hours trading in several respects. Below
is a summary of the key functionality of
the Night session as it will be available
at its launch date. Note that the
Exchange plans to introduce additional
functionality to the Night Session in the
future, some of which is also described
below.

e Connectivity: The Exchange will
require market participants to use ports
specifically designated for use during
the Night session.4” Market participants
that have already purchased ports from
the Exchange may continue using them
to trade during the Day Session, but if
participants wish to trade during the
Night session, then they will need to use
a separate Night Session port to do so.48
The Exchange proposes this
requirement to use Night session ports
because the Exchange will run a distinct
instance of its Trading System during

with the Pegging Order attribute, and further, that
orders designated for the Night Session that
combine the Discretion attribute with a Pegging
attribute will be rejected).

45 The “Time-in-Force” assigned to an Order
means the period of time that the Nasdaq Market
Center will hold the Order for potential execution.
Participants specify an Order’s Time-in-Force by
designating a time at which the Order will become
active and a time at which the Order will cease to
be active. See Rule 4702.

46 To effect this change, the Exchange proposes to
provide in Rule 4703(a) that available times for
deactivating orders include a specified time
identified by the Participant; provided, however,
that an Order Specifying an expire time after 4:00
a.m. ET will expire at the conclusion of the Night
Session at 4:00 a.m. ET. See proposed Rule 4703(a).
The Exchange further proposes to provide that an
order that is designated to deactivate at 8:00 p.m.
may be referred to as having a Time in Force of
“System Hours Day” or “SDAY”’; provided,
however, that an Order designated for participation
in the Night Session having a Time in Force of
“System Hours Day” or “SDAY”’ will deactivate at
4:00 a.m. ET. See proposed Rule 4703(a)(2). The
Exchange believes these proposed changes would
enhance transparency with respect to the operation
of the Exchange rules consistent with the protection
of investors and the public interest because the
Exchange is proposing to cancel all orders
outstanding in the system at the conclusion of the
Night Session, and, therefore, orders with a time in
force extending beyond the hours of operation for
the Night Session would be cancelled.

47 See proposed Rule 4702(a) (providing that, to
trade in the Night Session, market participants will
be required to use ports specifically designated for
use during the Night Session, and that ports used
for the Day Session will not connect market
participants to trading systems for the Night
Session). The Exchange further proposes to provide
that the following protocols will be available during
the Night Session: OUCH 5, Core FIX, and FIX. See
proposed Rule 4702(a).

48 See id.

the Night session, and ports used for
Day session will only be capable of
connecting to the instance of the
Trading System used to operate the Day
session. Day ports will be operational
from 4:00 a.m. ET through 8:00 p.m. ET,
and Night ports will be operational from
9:00 p.m. ET through the following day
at 4:00 a.m. ET.4°

e Times-in-Force: As noted above, the
Exchange will employ the Time-in-
Force Order Attribute during the Night
session as it does now during the Day
session, with two changes designed to
reflect the Exchange’s proposed hours of
operations. First, the Exchange proposes
to (1) amend Rule Equity 1, Section
1(a)(9) to update the definition of the
term ““System Hours”—which is
currently defined as the hours of 4:00
a.m. ET through 8:00 p.m. ET—to reflect
the Exchange’s proposed hours of
operation,5° and (2) amend Rule 4703(a)
to provide that when an Order may be
deactivated at the end of “System
Hours,” the term “System Hours” refers
to the period from 9:00 p.m. ET to the
following calendar day at 8:00 p.m. ET,
in accordance with the definition of
“System Hours” in Rule Equity 1,
Section 1(a)(9).51

e Trading Halts: The Exchange will
address trading halts, including for
certain corporate actions, in either an
amendment to this rule filing or in a
discrete rule filing prior to the
implementation of 23/5 trading on
Nasdaq.52

49 To effect this change, the Exchange proposes to
provide that Night Session ports will be operational
from 9:00 p.m. ET through the following day at 4:00
a.m. ET in accordance with the definition of Night
Session and that Day ports will be operational from
4:00 a.m. ET through 8:00 p.m. ET on Business
Days. See proposed Rule 4702(a).

50 See proposed Rule 1, Equity 1, Section 1(a)(9).
As proposed, the term “System Hours” would mean
the 23-hour time period beginning at 9:00 p.m. ET
on one calendar day and ending at 8:00 p.m. ET (or
such earlier time as may be designated by Nasdaq
on a day when Nasdaq closes early) on the next
calendar day for the period from Sunday at 9:00
p.m. ET through Friday at 8:00 p.m. ET in
accordance with definitions of Day Session
(including the Pre-Market Hours, Regular Market
Hours, Post-Market Hours) and Night Session. The
Exchange further proposes to modify Equity 1,
Section 1(a)(9) to delete the definitions of ‘“Market
Hours,” “Pre-Market Hours” and ‘‘Post-Market
Hours,” as the Exchange is proposing to define each
such term separately elsewhere in Rule Equity 1,
Section 1.

51 See proposed Rule 4703(a). As proposed, the
Exchange would provide that the available times for
deactivating an order include, among others, at the
end of System Hours, in accordance with the
definition of “System Hours” in Rule Equity 1,
Section 1(a)(9). See proposed Rule 4703(a).

52 Consistent with the approved rules of another
national securities exchange, and specifically, 24X
Rule 11.15(c)(5), the Exchange proposes to provide
in Rule 4120(a)(10)(D) that during the Night
Session, if the primary listing market determines to

Continued
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e Volatility Moderation Mechanisms:
As of the date of submission of this rule
filing, Nasdaq has yet to determine
which, if any, market volatility
moderation mechanisms it will employ
during the Night Session. Today, during
the Post-Market trading session, the
Exchange does not employ industry-
wide mechanisms that apply only
during Regular Market trading hours,
including Limit-Up-Limit Down and
Market-wide Circuit Breakers.53
Nevertheless, the Exchange and its
peers, through the UTP Plan Operating
Committee, are discussing whether to
employ these mechanisms or a similar
industry-wide protection mechanism.
Accordingly, Nasdaq intends to address
this topic either in an amendment to
this rule filing, or in a separate rule
filing.

e Surveillance: During the Night
session, the Exchange will have a
dedicated team to conduct real-time
surveillance, process Clearly
Erroneous 5 filings, and as needed,

halt trading, or delay commencement of trading, in
one of its listed securities in accordance with such
primary listing market’s rules (e.g., with regard to
material corporate actions with respect to a
particular security (i.e., corporate actions that may
affect a stock price, stock additions and
subtractions, and similar actions) or material news
announcements), the Exchange will halt trading, or
delay the commencement of, trading (as applicable),
in such security until trading resumes on the
primary listing market for the security. Further, the
Exchange proposes to provide that if trading in a
security is halted by the primary listing market
before the commencement of the Night Session and
continuing into the Night Session, or during the
Night Session, the Exchange will halt trading in the
security until trading resumes on the primary
listing market for the security. See proposed Rule
4120(a)(10)(D); 24X Rule 11.15(c)(5). The Exchange
also proposes a technical, non-substantive
conforming change to renumber subparagraphs
(10)—(15) of current Rule 4120(a) as subparagraphs
(11)—(16).

53 Nasdaq will implement such industry-wide
protections if the industry or the Commission
determines to add them to overnight trading
sessions, pursuant to industry plans or otherwise.

54 To effect this change, the Exchange proposes to
amend Equity 1, Rule 11890 (““Clearly Erroneous
Transactions’) to incorporate the Night Session as
appropriate throughout the various provisions in
the rule. Specifically, the Exchange proposes to
insert references to the Night Session in the
following provisions: romanette (iii) of Rule
11890(a)(2)(A) (with respect to filing time periods);
subparagraph (2) of Rule 11890(C), including the
table under romanette (i) (with respect to eligibility
for review) and romanettes (ii) and (iii) thereunder;
subparagraph (3) of Rule 11890(a)(3)(D)(3) (with
respect to trades on the Nasdaq Bond Exchange);
and romanette (i) of Rule 11890(b) (with respect to
procedures for reviewing transactions on Nasdaq’s
own motion).The Exchange believes this proposed
change is appropriate because the use of clearly
erroneous executions rules to address volatility
during the Night Session is consistent with (1)
Nasdaq’s regulatory framework for addressing
volatility during its extended hours sessions when
other regulatory protections are not in effect, (2) the
regulatory framework applied to other national
securities exchanges, and (3) the approved rules of
24X. See e.g., CboeBZX Rule 11.17; Nasdaq Equity

implement trading halts. Real-time
surveillance for the Night session will
be similar to real-time surveillance in
other sessions today. Real-time
surveillance includes monitoring for
unusual activity, the detection of
potential manipulation and other
market abuse, as well as coordination
with Nasdaq departments and member
firm representatives as necessary to
monitor and or resolve unexpected
matters. The Exchange will utilize the
Nasdaq Market Surveillance system to
electronically monitor and alert trading
anomalies. The Clearly Erroneous
process and trading halts for listed
securities will be handled by the
Exchange surveillance staff, similar to
all other sessions, and in accordance
with the rules applicable to Clearly
Erroneous filings and Trading Halts.

e Market Data: The Exchange
proposes to disseminate the same
market data information during the
Night session as are available during the
Day session.

o Risk Disclosures: In accordance
with Equity 2, Section 20, the Exchange
proposes to supplement its current
customer disclosures concerning risks
associated with trading during Pre-
Market Hours and Post-Market Hours to
add six additional potential risks
associated with trading during the Night
Session based on the approved rules of
24X and NYSE Arca.55 As proposed, the
Exchange would require that its
members make certain disclosures to
investors concerning risks associated
with trading during Pre-Market Hours,
Post-Market and the Night Session.5¢
These proposed disclosures will
enhance transparency by warning
customers that trading during these
extended hours involves material
trading risks, as outlined in the
proposed rules.5?

e Equity Data Plans: Consistent with
the approved rules of 24X and NYSE
Arca,58 the Exchange proposes to
provide that the Exchange would not

11, Rule 11890; NYSE Arca Rule 7.10-E; 24X Rule
11.14.

55 See, e.g., 24X Approval Order, supra note 3;
24X Rule 3.21 (“Customer Disclosures”); NYSE
Arca Approval Order, supra note 3; NYSE Arca
Rule 7.34-E(T) (‘“Trading Sessions”).

56 See proposed Rule Equity 2, Section 20 (8)(A)-
(F) (providing, in part, that trading during the Night
Session may present risks, including (1) the risk of
trading during hours in which the primary listing
market may not be open, (2) the risk of trading
during hours in which there may be limited or
different regulatory protections, (3) the risk of
having limited trading alternatives, (4) risks related
to continuous trading, (5) risks of trading during
hours in which financial market infrastructure
companies may be closed), and (6) unforeseen risks
beyond those enumerated in the proposed rules).

57 See proposed Rule Equity 2, Section 20.

58 See 24X Rule 1.5(c); NYSE Arca Rule 7.34-E.

commence operation of the Night
Session unless the Equity Data Plans (as
proposed to be defined in Rule Equity
1, Section 1(a)(16)) 59 have established a
mechanism to collect, consolidate,
process and disseminate quotation and
transaction information at all times
during Extended Trading Hours that is
equivalent to the mechanism
established for Regular Market Hours,
and (2) have provided the Exchange
with notification that they are prepared
to collect, consolidate, process and
disseminate quotation and transaction
information to accommodate the Night
Session.60

Transition From Night to Day Session

The following describes proposed
procedures for the Exchange to
transition from a Night session to a Day
session at 4:00 a.m. ET each weekday.
At the conclusion of the Night Session
at 4:00 a.m. ET, all orders outstanding
on the Nasdaq Book as of 4:00 a.m. ET
will be canceled.6? The Exchange
currently begins accepting new orders
for the Pre-Market Session at 4:00 a.m.
ET,52 and, as proposed, this would
remain unchanged.

59 As proposed, the term The term “Equity Data
Plans” means the effective national market system
plans that govern the collection, consolidation,
processing and dissemination of equity market data
for NMS stocks and oversee the exclusive securities
information processors (“SIPs”), including (1) the
Consolidated Tape Association Plan (“CTA Plan”),
(2) the Consolidated Quotation Plan (“CQ Plan”),
(3) the Joint Self-Regulatory Organization Plan
Governing the Collection, Consolidation and
Dissemination of Quotation and Transaction
Information for Nasdaq-Listed Securities Traded on
Exchanges on an Unlisted Trading Privileges Basis
(“UTP Plan”), (4) the CT Plan established by the
Limited Liability Company Agreement of CT Plan
LLGC, and (5) any successor thereto to the named
Plans. See proposed Rule Equity 1, Section 1(a)(16).

60 Also consistent with the approved rules of 24X
and NYSE Arca, the Exchange further proposes to
provide that, prior to commencing operation during
the Night Session, the Exchange will file a proposed
rule change pursuant to Section 19(b) of the
Exchange Act and the rules thereunder to amend its
rules confirming that the Exchange is able to
comply with its obligations under the Exchange Act
and the rules thereunder during the Night Session
and that such Equity Data Plans are prepared to
collect, consolidate, process and disseminate
quotation and transaction information at all times
during the Night Session (‘“Night Session Proposed
Rule Change”). If the Night Session Proposed Rule
Change is not filed within 18 months of the
Commission’s approval of this proposed rule
change, the Exchange will promptly file a proposed
rule change to remove the rules that apply to the
Night Session. See, e.g., proposed Rule Equity 1,
Section 1(a)(19); 24X Rule 1.5(c); NYSE Arca Rule
7.34-E.

61To effect this change, the Exchange proposes to
provide in proposed Rule 4120(a)(10)(C) that at the
conclusion of the Night Session at 4:00 a.m. ET, all
orders outstanding in the Nasdaq Book as of 4:00
a.m. ET shall be cancelled. See proposed Rule
4120(a)(10)(C).

62 See Rule 4752(b).
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Weekday 8:00-9:00 p.m. ET Trading
Pause

As proposed, upon conclusion of the
Day session on each weekday, at 8:00
p-m. ET, trading on the Exchange will
pause for one hour.53 It will resume
with commencement of the Night
session at 9:00 p.m. ET.6¢ All orders
outstanding on the Nasdaq Book as of
8:00 p.m. ET will be canceled.®> The
Exchange will begin accepting new
orders at 9:00 p.m., Sunday through
Thursday and will trade thereafter
throughout the Night Session.®¢ Trades
occurring at or after the commencement
of a Night Session and before midnight
will be assigned a trade date of the
following day.67 At the conclusion of
the Night Session at 4:00 a.m. ET, all
orders outstanding in the Nasdaq Book
as of 4:00 a.m. ET will be cancelled.8

The proposed daily pause in trading
will help delineate when a trade date
session/value date rolls from T to T+1.
A trade submitted to the Exchange prior
to 8:00 p.m. ET on a given day will have
a trade date of that same day. However,

63 See proposed Rule 4120(a)(10). To effect this
change, the Exchange proposes to provide in
proposed Rule 4120(a)(10) that the Exchange shall
halt trading at the conclusion of the Day Session at
8:00 p.m. ET and resume trading with the
commencement of the Night Session at 9:00 p.m.
ET, on Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and
Thursday, in accordance with Rule Equity 1,
Sections 1(a)(18)—(19) of these rules. As further
proposed, weekday trading would commence with
a Night Session beginning at 9:00 p.m. ET, on
Sunday. See proposed Rule 4120(a)(10).

64 See proposed Rule 4120(a)10. Consistent with
the approved rules of another national security
exchange, and specifically 24X Rule 11.15(c)(4), the
Exchange proposes to provide that the Exchange
may pause trading during the Night Session at such
other times as the Exchange in the exercise of its
regulatory functions may determine is appropriate,
and that the Exchange will announce in advance
when such trading will pause and when it will
resume pursuant to this paragraph. See, e.g.,
proposed Rule 4120(a)(10)(A); 24X Rule 11.15(c)(4).

65 See proposed Rule 4120(a)(10)(B). To effect this
change, the Exchange proposes to provide in
proposed Rule 4120(a)(10)(B) that orders
outstanding on the Nasdaq Book as of 8:00 p.m. ET
shall be cancelled. See id.

66 See proposed Rule 4120(a)(10)(C). To effect this
change, the Exchange proposes to provide that the
Exchange will begin accepting orders for the Night
Session at 9:00 p.m. ET in accordance with Rule
4756 and will trade thereafter throughout the Night
Session. As further proposed, trades occurring at or
after the commencement of the Night Session and
before midnight will be assigned a trade date of the
following day. See id. As discussed above, the
Exchange is also proposing to provide in Rule
4756(a)(3) that Orders for the Night Session may be
entered into the System (or previously entered
Orders cancelled or modified) from 9 p.m. until
4:00 a.m. ET in accordance with the hours of
operation for the Night Session. See proposed Rule
4756(a)(3).

67 See proposed Rule 4120(a)(10)(C).

68 See proposed Rule 4120(a)(10)(C) (proposing to
provide, in part, that at the conclusion of the Night
Session at 4:00 a.m. ET, all orders outstanding in
the Nasdaq Book as of 4:00 a.m. ET shall be
cancelled).

a trade submitted to the Exchange at or
after 9:00 p.m. ET on a given weekday
will have a trade date of the following
calendar day.6° For example, a trade
submitted at 9:30 p.m. ET on Monday,
October 10th will be assigned a trade
date of October 11th. Assuming that
clearing and settlement continues to
occur on a T+1 basis, then in this
example, this trade would clear and
settle by Wednesday, October 12th.

The trading pause will mitigate
systemic risk to the markets and
promote resiliency by providing time for
both the Exchange and market
participants to conduct maintenance
and testing. During the pause, for
example, the Exchange will shift its
operations to a second instance of its
System that will run the Night session.

Finally, the trading pause will allow
the Exchange to process, or to begin
processing any corporate actions that
may be pending for the next trading day,
including stock splits, dividends, name
changes, and distributions. The
Exchange notes that certain corporate
actions will likely require halts beyond
the trading pause. For example,
dividends must be paid on particular
calendar days, which will not, going
forward, always coincide with the
commencement of new trading days on
Nasdaq at 9:00 p.m. ET. Accordingly,
Nasdaq will likely need to halt trading
in such securities until sometime during
the next calendar date. As with market
protections and halts, the processing of
corporate actions has industry-wide
implications and Nasdaq intends to
coordinate with other exchanges to
establish a harmonized approach. As
such, Nasdaq intends to address its
treatment of corporate actions during
and after the Trading Pause in either an
amendment to this rule filing or in a
discrete rule filing prior to the launch of
23/5 trading on Nasdaq.

Related Proposed Rule Changes

As discussed above, the Exchange
proposes to trade equity securities and
ETPs on a 23/5 basis. To effect this
change with respect to certain ETPs, the
Exchange proposes to amend certain
rules under the Nasdaq 5700 Series as
follows. The Exchange proposes to
provide that, in addition to the Regular
Market Hours and the Pre-and Post-
Market Hours, as it does today, Nasdaq
may designate the following for trading
during the Night Session: Exchange
Traded Fund Shares,?° Portfolio

69 See proposed Rule 4120(a)(10)(C).

70 See proposed Rule 5704(b)(1)(C). To effect this
change, the Exchange proposes to insert the words
“or Night Session, as such terms are defined in Rule
4120” immediately following the description of the
Pre- and Post-Market Hours sessions in Rule

Depositary Receipts listed pursuant to
Rules 5705(a)(4) and (5),7* and Index
Fund Shares.”2 The Exchange believes
this proposed change would remove
impediments to and perfect the
mechanism of a free and open market,
and in general, protect investors and the
public interest because the Exchange
has rules in place to facilitate the
trading of such ETPs during all trading
sessions and may designate such ETPs
for trading during all extended hours
sessions, of which the proposed Night
Session would constitute part.

Impact on Exchange Fees

The Exchange will address any
impact of the rule proposal on its
schedule of credits and fees, and its
incentive programs, in a subsequent rule
filing.

Clarifying, Conforming and Other Non-
Substantive Changes

The Exchange proposes to amend
current Equity 1, Section 1 to add three
clarifying definitions. First, the
Exchange proposes to define “Equity
Data Plans” to mean the effective
national market system plans that
govern the collection, consolidation,
processing and dissemination of equity
market data for NMS stocks and oversee
the exclusive securities information
processors (“SIPs”), including (1) the
Consolidated Tape Association Plan
(“CTA Plan”), (2) the Consolidated
Quotation Plan (“CQ Plan”’), (3) the
Joint Self-Regulatory Organization Plan
Governing the Collection, Consolidation
and Dissemination of Quotation and
Transaction Information for Nasdag-
Listed Securities Traded on Exchanges
on an Unlisted Trading Privileges Basis
(“UTP Plan”), (4) the CT Plan
established by the Limited Liability
Company Agreement of CT Plan LLC,

5704(b)(1)(C). The Exchange also proposes to make
related conforming changes to remove obsolete
language describing the current trading sessions
and substitute therefor for the proposed terms for
each such trading session. See proposed Rule
5704(b)(1)(C).

71 See proposed Rule 5705(a)(7). To effect this
change, the Exchange proposes to insert the words
“or Night Session, as such terms are defined in Rule
4120 immediately following the description of the
Pre- and Post-Market Hours sessions in Rule
5705(a)(7) and make related conforming changes to
remove obsolete language describing the current
trading sessions and substitute therefor for the
proposed terms for each such trading session. See
proposed Rule 5705(a)(7).

72 See proposed Rule 5705(b)(7). To effect this
change, the Exchange proposes to insert the words
“or Night Session, as such terms are defined in Rule
4120 immediately following the description of the
Pre- and Post-Market Hours sessions in Rule
5705(b)(7) and make related conforming changes to
remove obsolete language describing the current
trading sessions and substitute therefor for the
proposed terms for each such trading session. See
proposed Rule 5705(b)(7).
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and (5) any successor thereto to the
named Plans.”3 Second, the Exchange
proposes to define ‘“Business Day” to
mean any Sunday from 9:00 p.m. ET
through Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday,
Thursday or Friday other than any of
the following U.S. holidays if they are
celebrated on a Monday, Tuesday,
Wednesday, Thursday or Friday: New
Year’s Day, Martin Luther King Jr. Day,
Presidents’ Day, Good Friday, Memorial
Day, Juneteenth National Independence
Day, Independence Day, Labor Day,
Thanksgiving Day and Christmas Day
Eastern Time, or such other U.S.
holiday(s) as published by the Exchange
from time to time.”# Finally, the
Exchange proposes to define “Extended
Hours” to mean that, unless otherwise
specified in Exchange rules, the term
means the hours outside of Regular
Market Hours and specifically
comprising the hours during which Pre-
Market Hours, Post-Market Hours, and
Night Session are in operation.”s

The Exchange also proposes the
following conforming, non-substantive
changes.

e The Exchange proposes to amend
the following rules to replace references
to “Market Hours,” “‘regular market
hours,” and similar references used to
designate the trading session operating
from 9:30 a.m. ET through 4:00 p.m. ET
with the proposed term “Regular Market
Hours,” and make related conforming
changes: Rule Equity 1, Section 1(a)(9);
Rule Equity 2, Section 20; and Rules
4120, 4702; 4703; 4752; 4753; 4754; IM—
5250-1, 5704, 5705, 5710, 5711, 5713,
5745, 5760, 5810(b), 5840, and 11890.

e The Exchange proposes to amend
the following rules to replace references
to terms such as ‘‘Pre-Market Session,”
“Early Market Hours,” and similar terms
used to designate the pre-market trading
session operating from 4:00 a.m. ET
through 9:30 a.m. ET with the defined
term ‘‘Pre-Market Hours”” and make
related conforming changes: Rule Equity
2, Section 20, and Rules 4120, 4702,
4703, 4753, 5704, 5705, and 11890.

¢ The Exchange proposes to amend
the following rules to replace references
to terms such as ‘“Post-Market Session,”
“Extended Market Hours,” and similar
terms used to designate the trading
session operating from 4:00 p.m. ET
through 8:00 p.m. ET, with the term
“Post-Market Hours” and make related
conforming changes: Rule Equity 2,
Section 20, and Rules 4120, 4702, 4703,
4753, 5704, 5705, and 11890.

e The Exchange proposes to amend
the following rules to replace references

73 See proposed Rule Equity 1, Section 1(a)(16).
74 See proposed Rule Equity 1, Section 1(a)(17).
75 See proposed Equity 1, Section 1(a)(23).

to “extended hours” with the term
“Extended Hours,” as defined in Rule 1,
Equity Section 1(a)(23): Rule Equity 2,
Section 20, and Rule 4703.

e The Exchange would also make
certain conforming changes as follows.
First, the Exchange proposes to delete
the obsolete reference to “4:00 a.m. to 8
p-m. Eastern Time on each business
day” in Rule Equity 2, Section 8, and
substitute therefor [sic] the term
“System Hours,” 76 so as to update and
align this rule with the proposed hours
of operation for the Exchange. The
Exchange proposes to make non-
substantive changes to Rule 4120 as
follows. The Exchange proposes to
amend subparagraph (B) of Rule
4120(b)(4) to (1) to conform the current
terms ‘‘Pre-Market Session,” ‘“‘Post-
Market Session,” and ‘“Market Hours” to
the proposed terms ‘‘Pre-Market Hours,”
“Post-Market Hours,” and “Regular
Market Hours,” as proposed Rule Equity
1, Sections 1(a)(20)—(22), respectively.”?
The Exchange further proposes to add in
new subparagraphs (F)—(G) of Rule
4120(b)(4) that the terms “Day Session”
and “Night Session” shall have the
same meaning as defined in Rule Equity
1, Sections 1(a)(18) and (19),
respectively. Consistent with how the
Exchange operates during the Post-
Market Hours, the Exchange also
proposes to provide in Rule
4120(a)(3)(A), that if an applicable
Required Value 78 continues not to be
calculated or widely disseminated after
the close of the Regular Market Hours,
Nasdaq may trade a Derivative
Securities Product 79 during the Night

76 See, e.g., proposed Rule Equity 2, Section 8;
proposed Rule Equity 1, Section 1(a)(9) (defining
the term ““System Hours”). To effect this change, the
Exchange proposes to delete, from Rule Equity 2,
Section 8, the words ““from 4:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.
Eastern. Time on each business day’” and substitute
therefor the words “during System Hours.” See
proposed Rule Equity 2, Section 8.

77 See proposed Rule 4120(b)(4)(B)-(D).

78 “Required Value” means (i) the value of any
index or any commodity-related value underlying a
Derivative Securities Product, (ii) the indicative
optimized portfolio value, intraday indicative
value, or other comparable estimate of the value of
a share of a Derivative Securities Product updated
regularly during the trading day, (iii) a net asset
value in the case of a Derivative Securities Product
for which a net asset value is disseminated, and (iv)
a Disclosed Portfolio in the case of a Derivative
Securities Product that is a series of Managed Fund
Shares, as defined in Rule 5735, or Managed Trust
Securities, as defined in Rule 5711(j), and a
Composition File in the case of a Derivative
Securities Product that is a series of NextShares, as
defined in Rule 5745. See Rule 4120(b)(4)(E).

79 See proposed Rule 4120(b)(3)(A). “Derivative
Securities Product” means a series of Exchange
Traded Fund Shares, Portfolio Depository Receipts,
Index Fund Shares, Managed Fund Shares,
NextShares, Trust Issued Receipts, or Proxy
Portfolio Shares (as defined in Rules 5704, 5705,
5735, 5745, 5720, and 5750 respectively), a series
of Commodity-Related Securities (as defined in

Session only if the listing market traded
the Derivative Securities Product until
the close of its regular trading session
without a halt.80

¢ Finally, the Exchange proposes a
technical, non-substantive conforming
change to renumber subparagraphs (10)—
(15) of Rule 4120(a) as subparagraphs
(11)-(16).

2. Statutory Basis

The Exchange believes that its
proposal is consistent with Section 6(b)
of the Act,8? in general, and furthers the
objectives of Section 6(b)(5) of the Act,82
in particular, in that it is designed to
promote just and equitable principles of
trade, to remove impediments to and
perfect the mechanism of a free and
open market and a national market
system, and, in general to protect
investors and the public interest.

It is consistent with the Act to permit
members of the Exchange to trade
securities on an extended basis, for 23
hours per day, 5 days per week. As
explained above, investors increasingly
trade securities, along with digital
assets, on a global basis. Investors
located outside of the United States in
places like Asia presently cannot trade
on Nasdaq during what constitutes their
regular trading hours, as the Exchange is
closed during that period. Even among
U.S.-based investors, demand is growing
for exchanges to expand their market
hours to accommodate overnight
trading. Accordingly, investors seeking
access to U.S. equities and ETP markets

Equity 10, Section 8), securities representing
interests in unit investment trusts or investment
companies, Index- Linked Exchangeable Notes,
Equity Gold Shares, Trust Certificates, Commodity-
Based Trust Shares, Currency Trust Shares,
Commodity Index Trust Shares, Commodity
Futures Trust Shares, Partnership Units, Trust
Units, Managed Trust Securities, or Currency
Warrants (as defined in Rule 5711(a)-(k)), or any
other UTP Derivative Security (as defined in Rule
5740). See Rule 4120(b)(4)(A).

80 To effect this change, the Exchange proposes to
amend Rule 4120(b)(3)(A) to insert, immediately
after “Post-Market Session,” the words “and during
the Night Session.” The Exchange also proposes a
non-substantive to conform the term “Post Market
Session” to the proposed term “Post-Market Hours”
by deleting the word “‘Session’” and substituting
therefor the word “Hours.” As described below, the
Exchange is proposing non-substantive changes to
conform terms ‘“‘Pre-Market Session,” Post-Market
Session, and ‘“Market Hours” in each instance such
terms are used within Rule 4120 with the proposed
terms ‘‘Pre-Market Hours,” ‘“Post-Market Hours,”
and ‘“Regular Market Hours,” respectively. The
Exchange believes that establishing uniform names
for its trading sessions, as proposed, is appropriate
because consolidating the varying terms for each
such session into one defined and uniform term for
each such session would facilitate the
understanding of and compliance with the
Exchange’s rules. See, e.g., proposed Rule 4120;
proposed Rule Equity 1, Section 1(a)(20)—(22).

8115 U.S.C. 78f(b).

8215 U.S.C. 78f(b)(5).
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during overnight and weekend hours
must resort to trading on a handful of
ATSs that offer round-the-clock trading.
Nasdaq’s proposal will enable Nasdaq to
serve these investors and to compete
with ATSs, foreign securities markets.
and other markets for their order flow.
It will also enable the Exchange to
compete with new and incumbent
exchanges which the SEC has approved
to trade overnight in a similar manner.

The Exchange’s proposal to operate
on an extended hours basis is largely
based on Nasdaq’s longstanding rules
for extended hours trading, as well as
the approved rules of other national
securities exchanges also seeking to
operate on a 23/5 basis. As proposed,
these rules are designed to address
potential differences in trading
compared to regular trading hours, as
well as to enhance transparency and
investor protections. For example, the
Exchange is proposing to supplement
the existing required customer
disclosures to require the disclosure of
six additional potential risks associated
with trading during extended hours,
including the proposed Night Session.
Such disclosures notify investors of
potential risks and allow them to
evaluate whether to trade during
extended hours. The Exchange would
also implement measures to safeguard
against trade executions that are clearly
erroneous while it works to build
industry-wide consensus on proposals
for establishing uniform after-hours
volatility moderators. Nasdaq would
also address corporate actions, conduct
real-time surveillance, and implement
trading halts consistent with its
proposed rules. Finally, trading
overnight will be transparent because
Nasdaq will not commence operations
of the proposed extended hours until
the Equity Data Plans are prepared to
collect, consolidate, process and
disseminate quotation and transaction
information at all times during the Night
Session. The proposed rules will also
foster competition by introducing
another trading venue during the
overnight hours, as at least two other
exchanges have obtained Commission
approval for operating on an extended
hours basis.

In addition to increasing investor
access to the Exchange, the proposal
also stands to promote capital formation
and facilitate portfolio management.

Finally, the Exchange believes that
the proposed conforming and other non-
substantive changes would remove
impediments to and perfect the
mechanism of a free and open market by
reducing potential investor and market
participant confusion thereby ensuring
that investors and market participants

can more easily navigate, understand
and comply with the Exchange’s rules.

B. Self-Regulatory Organization’s
Statement on Burden on Competition

The Exchange does not believe that
the proposed rule changes will impose
any burden on competition not
necessary or appropriate in furtherance
of the purposes of the Act. The
Exchange’s proposal to expand its
trading hours to 23 hours a day, 5 days
per week are neither intended to nor
will they adversely impact competition.
If anything, the Exchange expects that
the proposed changes will promote
competition by providing for the Nasdaq
Stock Market to accommodate the
growing demand to trade equity
securities during overnight hours when
the market is presently closed.
Unaffiliated exchanges remain free to
compete by offering extended hours
trading of similar duration.

The Exchange operates in a highly
competitive market in which market
Participants can readily choose between
competing venues if they deem
participation in the Exchange’s market
to no longer be desirable or if they do
not wish to trade during the new Night
session. In such an environment, the
Exchange must carefully consider the
impact that any change it proposes may
have on market participants,
understanding that it will likely lose
participants to the extent a change is
viewed as unfavorable by them. Because
competitors are free to modify the
functionality and structure of their
markets, including by availing
themselves of the same capabilities that
are being developed to trade securities
and ETPs on a 23/5 basis, the Exchange
believes that the degree to which its
proposal imposes any burden on
competition is limited. Last, to the
extent the proposed change is successful
in attracting additional market
participants or additional activity by
existing participants, the Exchange also
believes that the proposed change will
promote competition among trading
venues by making the Exchange a more
attractive trading venue.

C. Self-Regulatory Organization’s
Statement on Comments on the
Proposed Rule Change Received From
Members, Participants, or Others

No written comments were either
solicited or received.

III. Date of Effectiveness of the
Proposed Rule Change and Timing for
Commission Action

Within 45 days of the date of

publication of this notice in the Federal
Register or within such longer period (i)

as the Commission may designate up to
90 days of such date if it finds such
longer period to be appropriate and
publishes its reasons for so finding or
(ii) as to which the Exchange consents,
the Commission shall: (a) by order
approve or disapprove such proposed
rule change, or (b) institute proceedings
to determine whether the proposed rule
change should be disapproved.

IV. Solicitation of Comments

Interested persons are invited to
submit written data, views and
arguments concerning the foregoing,
including whether the proposed rule
change is consistent with the Act.
Comments may be submitted by any of
the following methods:

Electronic Comments

e Use the Commission’s internet
comment form (https://www.sec.gov/
rules/sro.shtml); or

e Send an email to rule-comments@
sec.gov. Please include file number SR—
NASDAQ-2025-109 on the subject line.

Paper Comments

e Send paper comments in triplicate
to Secretary, Securities and Exchange
Commission, 100 F Street NE,
Washington, DC 20549-1090.

All submissions should refer to file
number SR-NASDAQ-2025-109. This
file number should be included on the
subject line if email is used. To help the
Commission process and review your
comments more efficiently, please use
only one method. The Commission will
post all comments on the Commission’s
internet website (https://www.sec.gov/
rules/sro.shtml). Copies of the filing will
be available for inspection and copying
at the principal office of the Exchange.
Do not include personal identifiable
information in submissions; you should
submit only information that you wish
to make available publicly. We may
redact in part or withhold entirely from
publication submitted material that is
obscene or subject to copyright
protection. All submissions should refer
to file number SR-NASDAQ-2025-109
and should be submitted on or before
February 3, 2026.

For the Commission, by the Division of
Trading and Markets, pursuant to delegated
authority.83

Sherry R. Haywood,

Assistant Secretary.

[FR Doc. 2026-00416 Filed 1-12-26; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 8011-01-P

8317 CFR 200.30-3(a)(12).
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SECURITIES AND EXCHANGE
COMMISSION

[Release No. 34-104556; File No. SR—
NYSEARCA-2025-88]

Self-Regulatory Organizations; NYSE
Arca, Inc.; Notice of Filing and
Immediate Effectiveness of Proposed
Rule Change To Amend the NYSE Arca
Equities Fees

January 8, 2026.

Pursuant to Section 19(b)(1) of the
Securities Exchange Act of 1934
(“Act”)® and Rule 19b—4 thereunder,?2
notice is hereby given that on December
29, 2025, NYSE Arca, Inc. (“NYSE
Arca” or the “Exchange”) filed with the
Securities and Exchange Commission
(“Commission”’) the proposed rule
change as described in Items I, II, and
11T below, which Items have been
prepared by the Exchange. The
Commission is publishing this notice to
solicit comments on the proposed rule
change from interested persons.

I. Self-Regulatory Organization’s
Statement of the Terms of Substance of
the Proposed Rule Change

The Exchange proposes to amend the
NYSE Arca Equities Fees and Charges
(the “Fee Schedule’’) with respect to the
system processing fees for the Central
Registration Depository (“CRD” or ‘“‘CRD
system”’) collected by the Financial
Industry Regulatory Authority, Inc.
(“FINRA”). The proposed rule change is
available on the Exchange’s website at
www.nyse.com and at the principal
office of the Exchange.

II. Self-Regulatory Organization’s
Statement of the Purpose of, and
Statutory Basis for, the Proposed Rule
Change

In its filing with the Commission, the
self-regulatory organization included
statements concerning the purpose of,
and basis for, the proposed rule change
and discussed any comments it received
on the proposed rule change. The text
of those statements may be examined at
the places specified in Item IV below.
The Exchange has prepared summaries,
set forth in sections A, B, and C below,
of the most significant parts of such
statements.

A. Self-Regulatory Organization’s
Statement of the Purpose of, and the
Statutory Basis for, the Proposed Rule
Change

1. Purpose

The Exchange proposes to amend the
Fee Schedule with respect to the system

115 U.S.C. 78s(b)(1).
217 CFR 240.19b—4.

processing fees for use of CRD collected
by FINRA.3 The Exchange proposes to
implement the fee change effective
January 2, 2026.

FINRA collects and retains certain
regulatory fees via CRD for the
registration of associated persons of
Exchange ETP Holders that are not
FINRA members (‘“Non-FINRA ETP
Holders”).4 CRD fees are user-based,
and there is no distinction in the cost
incurred by FINRA if the user is a
FINRA member or a Non-FINRA ETP
Holder.

In 2024, FINRA amended certain fees
assessed for use of the CRD system for
implementation between 2026 and
2028.5 The Exchange accordingly
proposes to amend the Price List to
mirror the system processing fees
assessed by FINRA, which will be
implemented concurrently with the
amended FINRA fees as of January
2026.% Specifically, the Exchange
proposes to amend the Price List to
modify the system processing fees
charged to Non-FINRA ETP Holders for
each registered representative and
principal from $70 to the following,
based on the number of securities
regulators with which each such
registered person is registered,
excluding registration as an investment
adviser representative: 7

3CRD is the central licensing and registration
system for the U.S. securities industry. The CRD
system enables individuals and firms seeking
registration with multiple states and self-regulatory
organizations to do so by submitting a single form,
fingerprint card, and a combined payment of fees
to FINRA. Through the CRD system, FINRA
maintains the qualification, employment, and
disciplinary histories of registered associated
persons of broker-dealers.

+The Exchange originally adopted fees for use of
the CRD system in 2005 and amended those fees in
2013, 2022, 2023, and 2024. See Securities
Exchange Act Release Nos. 51641 (May 2, 2005), 70
FR 24155 (May 6, 2005) (SR-PCX-2005—-49); 68588
(January 4, 2013), 78 FR 2473 (January 11, 2013)
(SR-NYSEArca—-2012-145); 96682 (January 17,
2023), 88 FR 4044 (January 23, 2023) (SR—
NYSEArca—2023-02); 99334 (January 11, 2024), 89
FR 3450 (January 18, 2024) (SR-NYSEARCA-2023—
88). While the Exchange lists these fees in its Fee
Schedule, it does not collect or retain these fees.

5 See Securities Exchange Act Release No. 93709
(November 21, 2024), 89 FR 93709 (November 27,
2024) (SR-FINRA—-2024-019).

6 The Exchange notes that it has only adopted the
CRD system fees charged by FINRA to Non-FINRA
ETP Holders when such fees are applicable. In this
regard, certain FINRA CRD system fees and
requirements are specific to FINRA members, but
do not apply to NYSE Arca-only ETP Holders. Non-
FINRA ETP Holders have been charged CRD system
fees since 2001. See note 5, supra. ETP Holders that
are also FINRA members are charged CRD system
fees according to Section 4 of Schedule A to the
FINRA By-Laws.

7 See Section (4)(b)(7) of Schedule A to the FINRA
By-laws.

Number of securities regulators Fee
TH05 $70
B1020 .o 95
2110 40 ... 110
41 or more 125

The Exchange notes that the proposed
change is not otherwise intended to
address any other issues surrounding
regulatory fees, and the Exchange is not
aware of any problems that ETP Holders
would have in complying with the
proposed change.

2. Statutory Basis

The Exchange believes that the
proposed rule change is consistent with
Section 6(b) of the Act,8 in general, and
furthers the objectives of Section
6(b)(4) @ of the Act, in particular, in that
it is designed to provide for the
equitable allocation of reasonable dues,
fees, and other charges. The Exchange
also believes that the proposed rule
change is consistent with Section 6(b)(5)
of the Act,10 in that it is designed to
promote just and equitable principles of
trade, to foster cooperation and
coordination with persons engaged in
regulating, clearing, settling, processing
information with respect to, and
facilitating transactions in securities, to
remove impediments to and perfect the
mechanism of a free and open market
and a national market system, and, in
general, to protect investors and the
public interest and is not designed to
permit unfair discrimination between
customers, issuers, brokers, or dealers.

The Exchange believes that the
proposed fee change is reasonable
because the fees will be identical to
those adopted by FINRA as of January
2026 for use of the CRD system for each
of the member’s registered
representatives and principals for
system processing. The costs of
operating and improving the CRD
system are similarly borne by FINRA
when a Non-FINRA ETP Holders uses
the CRD system; accordingly, the fees
collected for such use should, as
proposed by the Exchange, mirror the
fees assessed to FINRA members. In
addition, as FINRA noted in amending
its fees, it believes that its proposed
pricing structure is reasonable and
correlates fees with the components that
drive its regulatory costs to the extent
feasible. The Exchange further believes
that the change is reasonable because it
will provide greater specificity
regarding the CRD system fees that are
applicable to Non-FINRA ETP Holders.

815 U.S.C. 78f(b).
915 U.S.C. 78f(b)(4).
1015 U.S.C. 78f(b)(5).
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All similarly situated ETP Holders are
subject to the same fee structure, and
every ETP Holder must use the CRD
system for registration and disclosure.
Accordingly, the Exchange believes that
the fees collected for such use should
likewise increase in lockstep with the
fees assessed to FINRA members, as

proposed by the Exchange.
e Exchange also believes that the

proposed fee change provides for the
equitable allocation of reasonable fees
and other charges, and does not unfairly
discriminate between customers,
issuers, brokers, and dealers. The fees
apply equally to all individuals and
firms required to report information in
the CRD system, and the proposed
change will result in the same
regulatory fees being charged to all ETP
Holders required to report information
to CRD and for services performed by
FINRA regardless of whether such ETP
Holders are FINRA members.
Accordingly, the Exchange believes that
the fees collected for such use should
increase in lockstep with the fees
adopted by FINRA as of January 2026,
as proposed by the Exchange.

B. Self-Regulatory Organization’s
Statement on Burden on Competition

In accordance with Section 6(b)(8) of
the Act,1! the Exchange believes that the
proposed rule change would not impose
any burden on competition that is not
necessary or appropriate in furtherance
of the purposes of the Act. Specifically,
the Exchange believes that the proposed
change will reflect fees that will be
assessed by FINRA as of January 2026
and will thus result in the same
regulatory fees being charged to all ETP
Holders required to report information
to the CRD system and for services
performed by FINRA, regardless of
whether or not such ETP Holders are
FINRA members.

C. Self-Regulatory Organization’s
Statement on Comments on the
Proposed Rule Change Received From
Members, Participants, or Others

No written comments were solicited
or received with respect to the proposed
rule change.

I11. Date of Effectiveness of the
Proposed Rule Change and Timing for
Commission Action

Pursuant to Section 19(b)(3)(A)(ii) of
the Act,’2 and Rule 19b—4(f)(2)
thereunder 13 the Exchange has
designated this proposal as establishing
or changing a due, fee, or other charge

11 See 15 U.S.C. 78f(b)(8).
1215 U.S.C. 78s(b)(3)(A)(ii).
1317 CFR 240.19b—4.

imposed on any person, whether or not
the person is a member of the self-
regulatory organization, which renders
the proposed rule change effective upon
filing. At any time within 60 days of the
filing of the proposed rule change, the
Commission summarily may
temporarily suspend such rule change if
it appears to the Commission that such
action is necessary or appropriate in the
public interest, for the protection of
investors, or otherwise in furtherance of
the purposes of the Act.

IV. Solicitation of Comments

Interested persons are invited to
submit written data, views and
arguments concerning the foregoing,
including whether the proposed rule
change is consistent with the Act.
Comments may be submitted by any of
the following methods:

Electronic Comments

o Use the Commission’s internet
comment form (https://www.sec.gov/

rules/sro.shtml); or
e Send an email to rule-comments@

sec.gov. Please include file number SR—
NYSEARCA-2025-88 on the subject
line.

Paper Comments

¢ Send paper comments in triplicate
to Secretary, Securities and Exchange
Commission, 100 F Street NE,
Washington, DC 20549-1090.

All submissions should refer to file
number SR-NYSEARCA-2025-88. This
file number should be included on the
subject line if email is used. To help the
Commission process and review your
comments more efficiently, please use
only one method. The Commission will
post all comments on the Commission’s
internet website (https://www.sec.gov/
rules/sro.shtml). Copies of the filing will
be available for inspection and copying
at the principal office of the Exchange.
Do not include personal identifiable
information in submissions; you should
submit only information that you wish
to make available publicly. We may
redact in part or withhold entirely from
publication submitted material that is
obscene or subject to copyright
protection. All submissions should refer
to file number SR-NYSEARCA-2025-88
and should be submitted on or before
February 3, 2026.

For the Commission, by the Division of
Trading and Markets, pursuant to delegated
authority.14
Sherry R. Haywood,

Assistant Secretary.
[FR Doc. 2026—00413 Filed 1-12—-26; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 8011-01-P

1417 CFR 200.30-3(a)(12).

SECURITIES AND EXCHANGE
COMMISSION

[Release No. 34-104560; File No. SR-
CboeBZX-2026-001]

Self-Regulatory Organizations; Cboe
BZX Exchange, Inc.; Notice of Filing
and Immediate Effectiveness of a
Proposed Rule Change To Amend Its
Fee Schedule by Eliminating LEP Tier
1

January 8, 2026.

Pursuant to Section 19(b)(1) of the
Securities Exchange Act of 1934
(“Act”) ® and Rule 19b—4 thereunder,2
notice is hereby given that on January 2,
2026, Cboe BZX Exchange, Inc. (the
“Exchange” or “BZX") filed with the
Securities and Exchange Commission
(“Commission”’) the proposed rule
change as described in Items [, II, and
III below, which Items have been
prepared by the Exchange. The
Commission is publishing this notice to
solicit comments on the proposed rule
change from interested persons.

I. Self-Regulatory Organization’s
Statement of the Terms of Substance of
the Proposed Rule Change

Cboe BZX Exchange, Inc. (the
“Exchange” or “BZX") proposes to
amend its Fee Schedule by eliminating
LEP Tier 1. The text of the proposed
rule change is provided in Exhibit 5.

The text of the proposed rule change
is also available on the Commission’s
website (https://www.sec.gov/rules/
sro.shtml), the Exchange’s website
(https://www.cboe.com/us/equities/
regulation/rule_filings/bzx/), and at the
principal office of the Exchange.

II. Self-Regulatory Organization’s
Statement of the Purpose of, and
Statutory Basis for, the Proposed Rule
Change

In its filing with the Commission, the
Exchange included statements
concerning the purpose of and basis for
the proposed rule change and discussed
any comments it received on the
proposed rule change. The text of these
statements may be examined at the
places specified in Item IV below. The
Exchange has prepared summaries, set
forth in sections A, B, and C below, of
the most significant aspects of such
statements.

115 U.S.C. 78s(b)(1).
217 CFR 240.19b—4.
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A. Self-Regulatory Organization’s
Statement of the Purpose of, and the
Statutory Basis for, the Proposed Rule
Change

1. Purpose

The Exchange proposes to amend its
Fee Schedule applicable to its equities
trading platform (“BZX Equities”) by
eliminating LEP Tier 1. The Exchange
proposes to implement these changes
effective January 2, 2026.

The Exchange first notes that it
operates in a highly competitive market
in which market participants can
readily direct order flow to competing
venues if they deem fee levels at a
particular venue to be excessive or
incentives to be insufficient. More
specifically, the Exchange is only one of
17 registered equities exchanges, as well
as a number of alternative trading
systems and other off-exchange venues
that do not have similar self-regulatory
responsibilities under the Securities
Exchange Act of 1934 (the “Act”), to
which market participants may direct
their order flow. Based on publicly
available information,3 no single
registered equities exchange has more
than 15% of the market share. Thus, in
such a low-concentrated and highly
competitive market, no single equities
exchange possesses significant pricing
power in the execution of order flow.
The Exchange in particular operates a
“Maker-Taker” model whereby it pays
rebates to members that add liquidity
and assesses fees to those that remove
liquidity. The Exchange’s Fee Schedule
sets forth the standard rebates and rates
applied per share for orders that provide
and remove liquidity, respectively.
Currently, for orders in securities priced
at or above $1.00, the Exchange
provides a standard rebate of $0.00160
per share for orders that add liquidity
and assesses a fee of $0.0030 per share
for orders that remove liquidity.# For
orders in securities priced below $1.00,
the Exchange does not provide a rebate
for orders that add liquidity and
assesses a fee of 0.30% of the total
dollar value for orders that remove
liquidity.5 Additionally, in response to
the competitive environment, the
Exchange also offers tiered pricing
which provides Members opportunities
to qualify for higher rebates or reduced
fees where certain volume criteria and
thresholds are met. Tiered pricing
provides an incremental incentive for
Members to strive for higher tier levels,

3 See Cboe Global Markets, U.S. Equities Market
Volume Summary, Month-to-Date (December 23,
2025), available at https://www.cboe.com/us/
equities/_statistics/.

4 See BZX Equities Fee Schedule, Standard Rates.

51d.

which provides increasingly higher
benefits or discounts for satisfying
increasingly more stringent criteria.

LEP Tier

Under footnote 13 of the Fee
Schedule, the Exchange details pricing
for volume and quoting in BZX-listed
securities on Tape B. In particular, the
Exchange offers LEP Tier 1, which
provides an enhanced rebate of $0.0025
to Members enrolled in at least BZX-
listed LEP Securities ® who meet the
applicable criteria for at least 75% of the
trading days in the applicable month.
The Exchange now proposes to remove
LEP Tier 1 as the Exchange no longer
wishes to, nor is required to, maintain
such rebate. More specifically, the
proposed change removes this rebate as
the Exchange would rather redirect
future resources and funding into other
programs and tiers intended to
incentivize increased order flow. In
addition, the Exchange proposes to
remove the terms “LEP Securities” and
“Notional Depth” 7 from the Definitions
section of the Fee Schedule as these
terms will no longer apply.

2. Statutory Basis

The Exchange believes the proposed
rule change is consistent with the Act
and the rules and regulations
thereunder applicable to the Exchange
and, in particular, the requirements of
Section 6(b) of the Act.? Specifically,
the Exchange believes the proposed rule
change is consistent with the Section
6(b)(5) ® requirements that the rules of
an exchange be designed to prevent
fraudulent and manipulative acts and
practices, to promote just and equitable
principles of trade, to foster cooperation
and coordination with persons engaged
in regulating, clearing, settling,
processing information with respect to,
and facilitating transactions in
securities, to remove impediments to
and perfect the mechanism of a free and
open market and a national market
system, and, in general, to protect
investors and the public interest.

6 “LEP Security”” means a list of Single-Stock
ETFs included in the Liquidity Enhancement
Program, the universe of which will be determined
by the Exchange and published in a circular
distributed to Members and on the Exchange’s
website. Such LEP Securities will include all Cboe-
listed Single-Stock ETFs, including options-based
ETFs in a single underlying equity security, for
which the Exchange wants to incentivize Members
to provide enhanced market quality. The Exchange
will not remove a security from the list of LEP
Securities without 30 days prior notice.

7 “Notional Depth”” means the notional value of
bids of at least 100 shares that are within $0.05 of
the NBB or offers of at least 100 shares that are
within $0.05 of the NBO.

815 U.S.C. 78f(b).

915 U.S.C. 78f(b)(5).

Additionally, the Exchange believes the
proposed rule change is consistent with
the Section 6(b)(5) 19 requirement that
the rules of an exchange not be designed
to permit unfair discrimination between
customers, issuers, brokers, or dealers as
well as Section 6(b)(4) 11 as it is
designed to provide for the equitable
allocation of reasonable dues, fees and
other charges among its Members and
other persons using its facilities.

The Exchange believes that its
proposal to eliminate LEP Tier 1 is
reasonable because the Exchange is not
required to maintain this rebate nor
provide Members an opportunity to
receive enhanced rebates. The Exchange
believes its proposal to eliminate this
rebate is equitable and not unfairly
discriminatory because it applies to all
Members (i.e., the rebate will no longer
be available to any Member). The
proposed rule change merely results in
Members not receiving an enhanced
rebate, which, as noted above, the
Exchange is not required to offer or
maintain. Further, Members remain
eligible to receive other rebates listed on
the Exchange’s Fee Schedule should
they satisfy the applicable criteria. In
addition, the proposed rule change to
eliminate LEP Tier 1 enables the
Exchange to redirect resources and
funding into other programs and tiers
intended to incentivize increased order
flow.

B. Self-Regulatory Organization’s
Statement on Burden on Competition

The Exchange does not believe that
the proposed rule change will impose
any burden on competition that is not
necessary or appropriate in furtherance
of the purposes of the Act. Rather, as
discussed above, the Exchange believes
that the proposed change would
encourage the submission of additional
order flow to a public exchange, thereby
promoting market depth, execution
incentives and enhanced execution
opportunities, as well as price discovery
and transparency for all Members. As a
result, the Exchange believes that the
proposed changes further the
Commission’s goal in adopting
Regulation NMS of fostering
competition among orders, which
promotes “more efficient pricing of
individual stocks for all types of orders,
large and small.”

The proposed change to eliminate
LEP Tier 1 will not impose any burden
on intramarket competition because the
change applies to all Members
uniformly in that the rebate will no
longer be available to any Member.

10]d.
1115 U.S.C. 78f(b)(4).
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Next, the Exchange believes the
proposed rule changes do not impose
any burden on intermarket competition
that is not necessary or appropriate in
furtherance of the purposes of the Act.
As previously discussed, the Exchange
operates in a highly competitive market.
Members have numerous alternative
venues that they may participate on and
direct their order flow, including other
equities exchanges, off-exchange
venues, and alternative trading systems.
Additionally, the Exchange represents a
small percentage of the overall market.
Based on publicly available information,
no single equities exchange has more
than 15% of the market share.2
Therefore, no exchange possesses
significant pricing power in the
execution of order flow. Indeed,
participants can readily choose to send
their orders to other exchange and off-
exchange venues if they deem fee levels
at those other venues to be more
favorable. Moreover, the Commission
has repeatedly expressed its preference
for competition over regulatory
intervention in determining prices,
products, and services in the securities
markets. Specifically, in Regulation
NMS, the Commission highlighted the
importance of market forces in
determining prices and SRO revenues
and, also, recognized that current
regulation of the market system “has
been remarkably successful in
promoting market competition in its
broader forms that are most important to
investors and listed companies.” 13 The
fact that this market is competitive has
also long been recognized by the courts.
In NetCoalition v. Securities and
Exchange Commission, the D.C. Circuit
stated as follows: “[n]o one disputes
that competition for order flow is
‘fierce.” . . . As the SEC explained, ‘[iln
the U.S. national market system, buyers
and sellers of securities, and the broker-
dealers that act as their order-routing
agents, have a wide range of choices of
where to route orders for execution’;
[and] ‘no exchange can afford to take its
market share percentages for granted’
because ‘no exchange possesses a
monopoly, regulatory or otherwise, in
the execution of order flow from broker
dealers’. . . .”.14 Accordingly, the
Exchange does not believe its proposed
fee change imposes any burden on
competition that is not necessary or

12 Supra note 3.

13 See Securities Exchange Act Release No. 51808
(June 9, 2005), 70 FR 37496, 37499 (June 29, 2005).

14 NetCoalition v. SEC, 615 F.3d 525, 539 (D.C.
Cir. 2010) (quoting Securities Exchange Act Release
No. 59039 (December 2, 2008), 73 FR 74770, 74782—
83 (December 9, 2008) (SR-NYSEArca—2006-21)).

appropriate in furtherance of the
purposes of the Act.

C. Self-Regulatory Organization’s
Statement on Comments on the
Proposed Rule Change Received From
Members, Participants, or Others

The Exchange neither solicited nor
received comments on the proposed
rule change.

I11. Date of Effectiveness of the
Proposed Rule Change and Timing for
Commission Action

The foregoing rule change has become
effective pursuant to Section 19(b)(3)(A)
of the Act 15 and paragraph (f) of Rule
19b—4 16 thereunder. At any time within
60 days of the filing of the proposed rule
change, the Commission summarily may
temporarily suspend such rule change if
it appears to the Commission that such
action is necessary or appropriate in the
public interest, for the protection of
investors, or otherwise in furtherance of
the purposes of the Act. If the
Commission takes such action, the
Commission will institute proceedings
to determine whether the proposed rule
change should be approved or
disapproved.

IV. Solicitation of Comments

Interested persons are invited to
submit written data, views and
arguments concerning the foregoing,
including whether the proposed rule
change is consistent with the Act.
Comments may be submitted by any of
the following methods:

Electronic Comments

e Use the Commission’s internet
comment form (https://www.sec.gov/
rules/sro.shtml); or

¢ Send an email to rule-comments@
sec.gov. Please include file number SR-
CboeBZX-2026-001 on the subject line.

Paper Comments

e Send paper comments in triplicate
to Secretary, Securities and Exchange
Commission, 100 F Street NE,
Washington, DC 20549-1090.

All submissions should refer to file
number SR-CboeBZX-2026—001. This
file number should be included on the
subject line if email is used. To help the
Commission process and review your
comments more efficiently, please use
only one method. The Commission will
post all comments on the Commission’s
internet website (https://www.sec.gov/
rules/sro.shtml). Copies of the filing will
be available for inspection and copying
at the principal office of the Exchange.

1515 U.S.C. 78s(b)(3)(A).
1617 CFR 240.19b-4(f).

Do not include personal identifiable
information in submissions; you should
submit only information that you wish
to make available publicly. We may
redact in part or withhold entirely from
publication submitted material that is
obscene or subject to copyright
protection. All submissions should refer
to file number SR—-CboeBZX~-2026—001
and should be submitted on or before
February 3, 2026.

For the Commission, by the Division of

Trading and Markets, pursuant to delegated
authority.1?

Sherry R. Haywood,

Assistant Secretary.

[FR Doc. 2026-00418 Filed 1-12-26; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 8011-01-P

SECURITIES AND EXCHANGE
COMMISSION

[OMB Control No. 3235-0325]

Agency Information Collection
Activities; Proposed Collection;
Comment Request; Extension: Form
F-4—Registration Statement

Upon Written Request, Copies Available
From: Securities and Exchange
Commission, Office of FOIA Services,
100 F Street NE, Washington, DC
20549-2736

Notice is hereby given that, pursuant
to the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995
(44 U.S.C. 3501 et seq.), the Securities
and Exchange Commission
(“Commission”) is soliciting comments
on the collection of information
summarized below. The Commission
plans to submit this existing collection
of information to the Office of
Management and Budget for extension
and approval.

Form F—4 (17 CFR 239.34) is used by
foreign issuers to register securities in
business combinations, reorganizations
and exchange offers pursuant to the
Securities Act of 1933 (15 U.S.C. 77a et
seq.). The information collected is
intended to ensure that the information
required to be filed by the Commission
permits verification of compliance with
securities law requirements and assures
the public availability of such
information. We estimate that Form F-
4 takes approximately 1,435.79 hours
per response and is filed one per year
by approximately 60 registrants
annually. We estimate that 25% of the
1,435.79 hours per response (358.95
hours) is carried internally by the
registrant for a total annual reporting
burden of 21,537 hours (358.95 hours
per response x 60 responses). We

1717 CFR 200.30-3(a)(12).
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estimate that 75% of the 1,435.79 hours
per response is carried externally by
outside professionals retained by the
issuer at an estimated rate of $600 per
hour for a total annual cost burden of
$38,766,330 ($600 per hour x (75% %
1,435.79 total burden hours per
response) X 60 responses annually).

An agency may not conduct or
sponsor, and a person is not required to
respond to, a collection of information
unless it displays a currently valid OMB
control number.

Written comments are invited on: (a)
whether this proposed collection of
information is necessary for the proper
performance of the functions of the
agency, including whether the
information will have practical utility;
(b) the accuracy of the agency’s estimate
of the burden imposed by the collection
of information; (c) ways to enhance the
quality, utility, and clarity of the
information collected; and (d) ways to
minimize the burden of the collection of
information on respondents, including
through the use of automated collection
techniques or other forms of information
technology.

Please direct your written comments
on this 60-Day Collection Notice to
Austin Gerig, Director/Chief Data
Officer, Securities and Exchange
Commission, c¢/o Tanya Ruttenberg via
email to PaperworkReductionAct@
sec.gov by March 16, 2026. There will
be a second opportunity to comment on
this SEC request following the Federal
Register publishing a 30-Day
Submission Notice.

Dated: January 9, 2026.

J. Matthew DeLesDernier,

Deputy Secretary.

[FR Doc. 2026—00491 Filed 1-12—-26; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 8011-01-P

SECURITIES AND EXCHANGE
COMMISSION

[Release No. 34-104562; File No. SR—
NYSETEX-2025-39]

Self-Regulatory Organizations; NYSE
Texas, Inc.; Notice of Filing and
Immediate Effectiveness of Proposed
Rule Change To Amend Its Schedule of
Fees and Rebates

January 8, 2026.

Pursuant to Section 19(b)(1) of the
Securities Exchange Act of 1934
(“Act”’) * and Rule 19b—4 thereunder,2
notice is hereby given that on December
29, 2025, the NYSE Texas, Inc. (“NYSE
Texas” or “Exchange”) filed with the

115 U.S.C. 78s(b)(1).
217 CFR 240.19b—4.

Securities and Exchange Commission
(“Commission”) the proposed rule
change as described in Items [, II, and
III below, which Items have been
prepared by the Exchange. The
Commission is publishing this notice to
solicit comments on the proposed rule
change from interested persons.

I. Self-Regulatory Organization’s
Statement of the Terms of Substance of
the Proposed Rule Change

The Exchange proposes to amend its
Schedule of Fees and Rebates (the “Fee
Schedule”) with respect to certain
system fees for the Central Registration
Depository (“CRD” or “CRD system”’)
collected by the Financial Industry
Regulatory Authority, Inc. (“FINRA”).
The proposed rule change is available
on the Exchange’s website at
www.nyse.com and at the principal
office of the Exchange.

II. Self-Regulatory Organization’s
Statement of the Purpose of, and
Statutory Basis for, the Proposed Rule
Change

In its filing with the Commission, the
self-regulatory organization included
statements concerning the purpose of,
and basis for, the proposed rule change
and discussed any comments it received
on the proposed rule change. The text
of those statements may be examined at
the places specified in Item IV below.
The Exchange has prepared summaries,
set forth in sections A, B, and C below,
of the most significant parts of such
statements.

A. Self-Regulatory Organization’s
Statement of the Purpose of, and the
Statutory Basis for, the Proposed Rule
Change

1. Purpose

The Exchange proposes to amend the
Fee Schedule with respect to certain
system fees for use of CRD collected by
FINRA.? The Exchange proposes to
implement the fee change effective
January 2, 2026.

FINRA collects and retains certain
regulatory fees via CRD for session fees
related to continuing education
requirements, fees for qualification
examinations, and the registration of
associated persons of Exchange
Participants that are not FINRA

3CRD is the central licensing and registration
system for the U.S. securities industry. The CRD
system enables individuals and firms seeking
registration with multiple states and self-regulatory
organizations to do so by submitting a single form,
fingerprint card, and a combined payment of fees
to FINRA. Through the CRD system, FINRA
maintains the qualification, employment, and
disciplinary histories of registered associated
persons of broker-dealers.

members (“Non-FINRA Participants”).*
CRD fees are user-based, and there is no
distinction in the cost incurred by
FINRA if the user is a FINRA member
or a Non-FINRA Participant.

In 2024, FINRA amended certain fees
assessed for use of the CRD system for
implementation between 2026 and
2028.5 The Exchange accordingly
proposes to amend the Fee Schedule to
mirror these fees assessed by FINRA,
which will be implemented
concurrently with the amended FINRA
fees as of January 2026.6 Specifically,
the Exchange proposes to amend the Fee
Schedule to provide that the CRD
session fee for the Continuing Education
Regulatory Element will be $25 and to
reflect the following fees associated
with qualification examinations: 7

Series 7 Examination $395
Series 14 Examination .. 450
Series 27 Examination .. 235
Series 57 Examination 105

The Exchange also proposes to amend
the Fee Schedule to modify the system
processing fees charged to Non-FINRA
Participants for each registered
representative and principal from $70 to
the following, based on the number of
securities regulators with which each
such registered person is registered,
excluding registration as an investment
adviser representative: 8

4 The Exchange originally adopted fees for use of
the CRD system in in 2008 and amended those fees
in 2013, 2022, 2023, and 2024. See Securities
Exchange Act Release Nos. 57587 (March 31, 2008),
73 FR 18598 (April 4, 2008) (SR-CHX-2007-21);
68647 (January 14, 2013), 78 FR 4506 (January 22,
2013) (SR-CHX-2013-01); 93907 (January 5, 2022),
87 FR 1468 (January 11, 2022) (SR-NYSECHX—
2021-18); 96683 (January 17, 2023), 88 FR 4065
(January 23, 2013) (SR-NYSECHX-2023-01); 99338
(January 12, 2024), 89 FR 3479 (January 18, 2024)
(SR-NYSECHX-2023-25). While the Exchange lists
these fees in its Fee Schedule, it does not collect
or retain these fees.

5 See Securities Exchange Act Release No. 93709
(November 21, 2024), 89 FR 93709 (November 27,
2024) (SR-FINRA-2024-019).

6 The Exchange notes that it has only adopted the
CRD system fees charged by FINRA to Non-FINRA
Participants when such fees are applicable. In this
regard, certain FINRA CRD system fees and
requirements are specific to FINRA members, but
do not apply to NYSE Texas-only Participants. Non-
FINRA Participants have been charged CRD system
fees since 2001. See note 5, supra. Participants that
are also FINRA members are charged CRD system
fees according to Section 4 of Schedule A to the
FINRA By-Laws.

7 The Exchange notes that the Fee Schedule
inadvertently reflects outdated fees; the current fee
for the Regulatory Element is $18, and the current
fees for the Series 57, Series 27, and Series 57
examinations are $300, $175, and $80, respectively.
The Exchange is also proposing to delete the
reference to the S101 and S102 programs, which are
no longer active.

8 See Section (4)(b)(7) of Schedule A to the FINRA
By-laws.
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Number of securities

regulators Fee

$70

95
110
125

The Exchange notes that the proposed
change is not otherwise intended to
address any other issues surrounding
regulatory fees, and the Exchange is not
aware of any problems that Participants
would have in complying with the
proposed change.

2. Statutory Basis

The Exchange believes that the
proposed rule change is consistent with
Section 6(b) of the Act,? in general, and
furthers the objectives of Section
6(b)(4) 10 of the Act, in particular, in that
it is designed to provide for the
equitable allocation of reasonable dues,
fees, and other charges. The Exchange
also believes that the proposed rule
change is consistent with Section 6(b)(5)
of the Act,1? in that it is designed to
promote just and equitable principles of
trade, to foster cooperation and
coordination with persons engaged in
regulating, clearing, settling, processing
information with respect to, and
facilitating transactions in securities, to
remove impediments to and perfect the
mechanism of a free and open market
and a national market system, and, in
general, to protect investors and the
public interest and is not designed to
permit unfair discrimination between
customers, issuers, brokers, or dealers.

The Exchange believes that the
proposed fee change is reasonable
because the fees will be identical to
those adopted by FINRA as of January
2026 for CRD session fees for continuing
education requirements, CRD fees for
qualification examinations, and use of
the CRD system for each of the
member’s registered representatives and
principals for system processing. The
costs of operating and improving the
CRD system are similarly borne by
FINRA when a Non-FINRA Participants
uses the CRD system; accordingly, the
fees collected for such use should, as
proposed by the Exchange, mirror the
fees assessed to FINRA members. In
addition, as FINRA noted in amending
its fees, it believes that its proposed
pricing structure is reasonable and
correlates fees with the components that
drive its regulatory costs to the extent
feasible. The Exchange further believes
that the change is reasonable because it
will provide greater specificity

915 U.S.C. 78f(b).
1015 U.S.C. 78f(b)(4).
1115 U.S.C. 78f(b)(5).

regarding CRD session fees for certain
continuing education requirements,
CRD fees for certain qualification
examinations, and the CRD system fees
that are applicable to Non-FINRA
Participants. All similarly situated
Participants are subject to the same fee
structure, and every Participant must
use the CRD system to complete
continuing education requirements and
qualification examinations, as well as
for registration and disclosure.
Accordingly, the Exchange believes that
the fees collected for such use should
likewise increase in lockstep with the
fees assessed to FINRA members, as
proposed by the Exchange.

The Exchange also believes that the
proposed fee change provides for the
equitable allocation of reasonable fees
and other charges, and does not unfairly
discriminate between customers,
issuers, brokers, and dealers. The fees
apply equally to all individuals and
firms required to report information in
the CRD system, and the proposed
change will result in the same
regulatory fees being charged to all
Participants required to report
information to CRD and for services
performed by FINRA regardless of
whether such Participants are FINRA
members. Accordingly, the Exchange
believes that the fees collected for such
use should increase in lockstep with the
fees adopted by FINRA as of January
2026, as proposed by the Exchange.

B. Self-Regulatory Organization’s
Statement on Burden on Competition

In accordance with Section 6(b)(8) of
the Act,12 the Exchange believes that the
proposed rule change would not impose
any burden on competition that is not
necessary or appropriate in furtherance
of the purposes of the Act. Specifically,
the Exchange believes that the proposed
change will reflect fees that will be
assessed by FINRA as of January 2026
and will thus result in the same
regulatory fees being charged to all
Participants required to report
information to the CRD system and for
services performed by FINRA,
regardless of whether or not such
Participants are FINRA members.

C. Self-Regulatory Organization’s
Statement on Comments on the
Proposed Rule Change Received From
Members, Participants, or Others

No written comments were solicited
or received with respect to the proposed
rule change.

12 See 15 U.S.C. 78f(b)(8).

III. Date of Effectiveness of the
Proposed Rule Change and Timing for
Commission Action

Pursuant to Section 19(b)(3)(A)(ii) of
the Act,’3 and Rule 19b—4(f)(2)
thereunder 14 the Exchange has
designated this proposal as establishing
or changing a due, fee, or other charge
imposed on any person, whether or not
the person is a member of the self-
regulatory organization, which renders
the proposed rule change effective upon
filing. At any time within 60 days of the
filing of the proposed rule change, the
Commission summarily may
temporarily suspend such rule change if
it appears to the Commission that such
action is necessary or appropriate in the
public interest, for the protection of
investors, or otherwise in furtherance of
the purposes of the Act.

IV. Solicitation of Comments

Interested persons are invited to
submit written data, views and
arguments concerning the foregoing,
including whether the proposed rule
change is consistent with the Act.
Comments may be submitted by any of
the following methods:

Electronic Comments

e Use the Commission’s internet
comment form (https://www.sec.gov/
rules/sro.shtml); or

¢ Send an email to rule-comments@
sec.gov. Please include file number SR—
NYSETEX-2025-39 on the subject line.

Paper Comments

e Send paper comments in triplicate
to Secretary, Securities and Exchange
Commission, 100 F Street NE,
Washington, DC 20549-1090.

All submissions should refer to file
number SR-NYSETEX-2025-39. This
file number should be included on the
subject line if email is used. To help the
Commission process and review your
comments more efficiently, please use
only one method. The Commission will
post all comments on the Commission’s
internet website (https://www.sec.gov/
rules/sro.shtml). Gopies of the filing will
be available for inspection and copying
at the principal office of the Exchange.
Do not include personal identifiable
information in submissions; you should
submit only information that you wish
to make available publicly. We may
redact in part or withhold entirely from
publication submitted material that is
obscene or subject to copyright
protection. All submissions should refer
to file number SR-NYSETEX-2025-39

1315 U.S.C. 78s(b)(3)(A)(ii).
1417 CFR 240.19b—4.
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and should be submitted on or before
February 3, 2026.
For the Commission, by the Division of

Trading and Markets, pursuant to delegated
authority.15

Sherry R. Haywood,

Assistant Secretary.

[FR Doc. 2026—00415 Filed 1-12—26; 8:45 am|
BILLING CODE 8011-01-P

SECURITIES AND EXCHANGE
COMMISSION

[Release No. 34-104557; File No. SR—
NYSEAMER-2025-75]

Self-Regulatory Organizations; NYSE
American LLC; Notice of Filing and
Immediate Effectiveness of Proposed
Change To Amend the NYSE American
Equities Price List

January 8, 2026.

Pursuant to Section 19(b)(1) of the
Securities Exchange Act of 1934
(““Act’’) * and Rule 19b—4 thereunder,?
notice is hereby given that on December
29, 2025, NYSE American LLC (“NYSE
American” or the “Exchange”) filed
with the Securities and Exchange
Commission (‘“Commission’’) the
proposed rule change as described in
Items I, I1, and III below, which Items
have been prepared by the Exchange.
The Commission is publishing this
notice to solicit comments on the
proposed rule change from interested
persons.

I. Self-Regulatory Organization’s
Statement of the Terms of Substance of
the Proposed Rule Change

The Exchange proposes to amend the
NYSE American Equities Price List (the
“Price List”) with respect to the system
processing fees for use of the Central
Registration Depository (“CRD” or ‘“‘CRD
system”) collected by the Financial
Industry Regulatory Authority, Inc.
(“FINRA”). The proposed rule change is
available on the Exchange’s website at
www.nyse.com and at the principal
office of the Exchange.

II. Self-Regulatory Organization’s
Statement of the Purpose of, and
Statutory Basis for, the Proposed Rule
Change

In its filing with the Commission, the
self-regulatory organization included
statements concerning the purpose of,
and basis for, the proposed rule change
and discussed any comments it received
on the proposed rule change. The text
of those statements may be examined at

1517 CFR 200.30-3(a)(12).
115 U.S.C. 78s(b)(1).
217 CFR 240.19b—4.

the places specified in Item IV below.
The Exchange has prepared summaries,
set forth in sections A, B, and C below,
of the most significant parts of such
statements.

A. Self-Regulatory Organization’s
Statement of the Purpose of, and the
Statutory Basis for, the Proposed Rule
Change

1. Purpose

The Exchange proposes to amend the
Price List with respect to the system
processing fees for use of CRD collected
by FINRA.3 The Exchange proposes to
implement the fee change effective
January 2, 2026.

FINRA collects and retains certain
regulatory fees via CRD for the
registration of associated persons of
Exchange member organizations that are
not FINRA members (“Non-FINRA
Member Organizations’).4 CRD fees are
user-based, and there is no distinction
in the cost incurred by FINRA if the
user is a FINRA member or a Non-
FINRA Member Organization.

In 2024, FINRA amended certain fees
assessed for use of the CRD system for
implementation between 2026 and
2028.5 The Exchange accordingly
proposes to amend the Price List to
mirror the system processing fees
assessed by FINRA, which will be
implemented concurrently with the
amended FINRA fees as of January
2026.5 Specifically, the Exchange

3CRD is the central licensing and registration
system for the U.S. securities industry. The CRD
system enables individuals and firms seeking
registration with multiple states and self-regulatory
organizations to do so by submitting a single form,
fingerprint card, and a combined payment of fees
to FINRA. Through the CRD system, FINRA
maintains the qualification, employment, and
disciplinary histories of registered associated
persons of broker-dealers.

4The Exchange originally adopted fees for use of
the CRD system in 2003 and amended those fees in
2013, 2022, 2023, and 2024. See Securities
Exchange Act Release Nos. 48066 (June 19, 2003),
68 FR 38409 (June 27, 2003) (SR—Amex—2003—49);
68630 (January 11, 2013), 78 FR 6152 (January 29,
2013) (SR-NYSEMKT-2013-01); 93902 (January 5,
2022), 87 FR 1461 (January 11, 2022) (SR—
NYSEAMER-2021-47); 96711 (January 19, 2023),
88 FR 4872 (January 25, 2023) (SR-NYSEAMER-
2023-06); 99296 (January 8, 2024), 89 FR 2262
(January 12, 2024) (SR-NYSEAMER-2023-67).
While the Exchange lists these fees in its Price List,
it does not collect or retain these fees.

5 See Securities Exchange Act Release No. 93709
(November 21, 2024), 89 FR 93709 (November 27,
2024) (SR-FINRA-2024-019).

6 The Exchange notes that it has only adopted the
CRD system fees charged by FINRA to Non-FINRA
Member Organizations when such fees are
applicable. In this regard, certain FINRA CRD
system fees and requirements are specific to FINRA
members, but do not apply to NYSE American-only
member organizations. Non-FINRA Member
Organizations have been charged CRD system fees
since 2001. See note 5, supra. Member
organizations that are also FINRA members are

proposes to amend the Price List to
modify the system processing fees
charged to Non-FINRA Member
Organizations for each registered
representative and principal from $70 to
the following, based on the number of
securities regulators with which each
such registered person is registered,
excluding registration as an investment
adviser representative: 7

Number of securities regulators

The Exchange notes that the proposed
change is not otherwise intended to
address any other issues surrounding
regulatory fees, and the Exchange is not
aware of any problems that member
organizations would have in complying
with the proposed change.

2. Statutory Basis

The Exchange believes that the
proposed rule change is consistent with
Section 6(b) of the Act,8 in general, and
furthers the objectives of Section
6(b)(4) @ of the Act, in particular, in that
it is designed to provide for the
equitable allocation of reasonable dues,
fees, and other charges. The Exchange
also believes that the proposed rule
change is consistent with Section 6(b)(5)
of the Act,10 in that it is designed to
promote just and equitable principles of
trade, to foster cooperation and
coordination with persons engaged in
regulating, clearing, settling, processing
information with respect to, and
facilitating transactions in securities, to
remove impediments to and perfect the
mechanism of a free and open market
and a national market system, and, in
general, to protect investors and the
public interest and is not designed to
permit unfair discrimination between
customers, issuers, brokers, or dealers.

The Exchange believes that the
proposed fee change is reasonable
because the fees will be identical to
those adopted by FINRA as of January
2026 for use of the CRD system for each
of the member’s registered
representatives and principals for
system processing. The costs of
operating and improving the CRD
system are similarly borne by FINRA
when a Non-FINRA Member

charged CRD system fees according to Section 4 of
Schedule A to the FINRA By-Laws.
7 See Section (4)(b)(7) of Schedule A to the FINRA
By-laws.
815 U.S.C. 78f(b).
915 U.S.C. 78f(b)(4).
1015 U.S.C. 78£(b)(5).
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Organization uses the CRD system;
accordingly, the fees collected for such
use should, as proposed by the
Exchange, mirror the fees assessed to
FINRA members. In addition, as FINRA
noted in amending its fees, it believes
that its proposed pricing structure is
reasonable and correlates fees with the
components that drive its regulatory
costs to the extent feasible. The
Exchange further believes that the
change is reasonable because it will
provide greater specificity regarding the
CRD system fees that are applicable to
Non-FINRA Member Organizations. All
similarly situated member organizations
are subject to the same fee structure, and
every member organization must use the
CRD system for registration and
disclosure. Accordingly, the Exchange
believes that the fees collected for such
use should likewise increase in lockstep
with the fees assessed to FINRA
members, as proposed by the Exchange.

The Exchange further believes that the
proposed fee change provides for the
equitable allocation of reasonable fees
and other charges, and does not unfairly
discriminate between customers,
issuers, brokers, and dealers. The fees
apply equally to all individuals and
firms required to report information in
the CRD system, and the proposed
change will result in the same
regulatory fees being charged to all
member organizations required to report
information to CRD and for services
performed by FINRA regardless of
whether such member organizations are
FINRA members. Accordingly, the
Exchange believes that the fees collected
for such use should increase in lockstep
with the fees adopted by FINRA as of
January 2026, as proposed by the
Exchange.

B. Self-Regulatory Organization’s
Statement on Burden on Competition

In accordance with Section 6(b)(8) of
the Act,11 the Exchange believes that the
proposed rule change would not impose
any burden on competition that is not
necessary or appropriate in furtherance
of the purposes of the Act. Specifically,
the Exchange believes that the proposed
change will reflect fees that will be
assessed by FINRA as of January 2026
and will thus result in the same
regulatory fees being charged to all
member organizations required to report
information to the CRD system and for
services performed by FINRA,
regardless of whether or not such
member organizations are FINRA
members.

11 See 15 U.S.C. 78f(b)(8).

C. Self-Regulatory Organization’s
Statement on Comments on the
Proposed Rule Change Received From
Members, Participants, or Others

No written comments were solicited
or received with respect to the proposed
rule change.

I1I. Date of Effectiveness of the
Proposed Rule Change and Timing for
Commission Action

Pursuant to Section 19(b)(3)(A)(ii) of
the Act,12 and Rule 19b—4(f)(2)
thereunder ' the Exchange has
designated this proposal as establishing
or changing a due, fee, or other charge
imposed on any person, whether or not
the person is a member of the self-
regulatory organization, which renders
the proposed rule change effective upon
filing. At any time within 60 days of the
filing of the proposed rule change, the
Commission summarily may
temporarily suspend such rule change if
it appears to the Commission that such
action is necessary or appropriate in the
public interest, for the protection of
investors, or otherwise in furtherance of
the purposes of the Act.

IV. Solicitation of Comments

Interested persons are invited to
submit written data, views and
arguments concerning the foregoing,
including whether the proposed rule
change is consistent with the Act.
Comments may be submitted by any of
the following methods:

Electronic Comments

e Use the Commission’s internet
comment form (https://www.sec.gov/
rules/sro.shtml); or

e Send an email to rule-comments@
sec.gov. Please include file number SR—
NYSEAMER-2025-75 on the subject
line.

Paper Comments

e Send paper comments in triplicate
to Secretary, Securities and Exchange
Commission, 100 F Street NE,
Washington, DC 20549-1090.

All submissions should refer to file
number SR-NYSEAMER-2025-75. This
file number should be included on the
subject line if email is used. To help the
Commission process and review your
comments more efficiently, please use
only one method. The Commission will
post all comments on the Commission’s
internet website (https://www.sec.gov/
rules/sro.shtml). Copies of the filing will
be available for inspection and copying
at the principal office of the Exchange.
Do not include personal identifiable

1215 U.S.C. 78s(b)(3)(A)(ii).
1317 CFR 240.19b—4.

information in submissions; you should
submit only information that you wish
to make available publicly. We may
redact in part or withhold entirely from
publication submitted material that is
obscene or subject to copyright
protection. All submissions should refer
to file number SR-NYSEAMER-2025—
75 and should be submitted on or before
February 3, 2026.

For the Commission, by the Division of

Trading and Markets, pursuant to delegated
authority.14

Sherry R. Haywood,

Assistant Secretary.

[FR Doc. 2026—00414 Filed 1-12—-26; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 8011-01-P

SECURITIES AND EXCHANGE
COMMISSION

[Release No. 34-104564; File No. SR—
SAPPHIRE-2025-46]

Self-Regulatory Organizations; MIAX
Sapphire, LLC; Notice of Filing and
Immediate Effectiveness of a Proposed
Rule Change To Extend the Options
Regulatory Fee (ORF) Sunset Date
From December 31, 2025 to June 30,
2026

January 8, 2026.

Pursuant to Section 19(b)(1) of the
Securities Exchange Act of 1934 (the
“Act”),! and Rule 19b—4 thereunder,?
notice is hereby given that on December
29, 2025, MIAX Sapphire, LLC (“MIAX
Sapphire” or “Exchange”) filed with the
Securities and Exchange Commission
(the “Commission”) a proposed rule
change as described in Items I and II
below, which Items have been prepared
by the Exchange. The Commission is
publishing this notice to solicit
comments on the proposed rule change
from interested persons.

I. Self-Regulatory Organization’s
Statement of the Terms of Substance of
the Proposed Rule Change

The Exchange is filing a proposal to
amend the MIAX Sapphire Options
Exchange Fee Schedule (the “Fee
Schedule”) relating to the Options
Regulatory Fee (“ORF”’) to extend the
current sunset date of December 31,
2025 to June 30, 2026.

The text of the proposed rule change
is available on the Exchange’s website at
https://www.miaxglobal.com/markets/
us-options/all-options-exchanges/rule-
filings and MIAX Sapphire’s principal
office.

1417 CFR 200.30-3(a)(12).
115 U.S.C. 78s(b)(1).
217 CFR 240.19b—4.
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II. Self-Regulatory Organization’s
Statement of the Purpose of, and
Statutory Basis for, the Proposed Rule
Change

In its filing with the Commission, the
Exchange included statements
concerning the purpose of and basis for
the proposed rule change and discussed
any comments it received on the
proposed rule change. The text of these
statements may be examined at the
places specified in Item IV below. The
Exchange has prepared summaries, set
forth in sections A, B, and C below, of
the most significant aspects of such
statements.

A. Self-Regulatory Organization’s
Statement of the Purpose of, and
Statutory Basis for, the Proposed Rule
Change

1. Purpose

The Exchange proposes to amend its
Fee Schedule related to the ORF to
extend the current sunset date of
December 31, 2025 to June 30, 2026, and
thus continue charging the previously
established ORF in the amount of
$0.0013 per contract side through June
30, 2026. As discussed herein, the ORF
sunset date of December 31, 2025 was
initially proposed to provide time for
the Exchange to inform its approach to
ORF and discuss alternative ORF
models with market participants, so that
it may compete on equal footing with
each of the other option exchanges that
charge similar regulatory fees. Those
discussions have yielded a consensus
among market participants on a path
forward that would address industry
concerns in a manner that would effect
change broadly across all U.S. options
exchanges, however, the industry needs
additional time to implement the
changes. Thus, the Exchange proposes
to extend the automatic sunset date of
December 31, 2025 until June 30, 2026
in order to provide it additional time to
implement changes to the ORF
methodology after the sunset date while
continuing to fund a portion of its
regulatory program via ORF so that it
may operate on equal footing with each
of the seventeen (17) other options
exchanges that charge similar regulatory
fees in amounts that far exceed the
relatively modest amounts collected by
the Exchange.

As background, on August 7, 2024 the
Exchange initially filed this proposal to
establish an ORF in the amount of
$0.0013 per contract side that would
automatically sunset on October 31,
2024 (SR-SAPPHIRE-2024—14). The
Exchange withdrew SR-SAPPHIRE—
2024-14, and on August 21, 2024
replaced it with SR-SAPPHIRE-2024—

25 (the “Initial ORF Filing”).3 The
Initial ORF Filing was published for
comment in the Federal Register on
September 3, 2024.4 On October 31,
2024, the Exchange filed to extend the
Initial ORF Filing sunset date of October
31, 2024 to May 31, 2025.5 On May 14,
2025, the Exchange filed to extend the
Initial ORF Filing sunset date from May
31, 2025 to December 31, 2025.5 To
date, the Securities and Exchange
Commission (the “Commission”’)
received no comments on the Initial
ORF Filing or its subsequent extension.

The ORF is designed to recover a
material portion of the costs to the
Exchange of the supervision and
regulation of Members’ 7 customer
options business, including performing
routine surveillances and investigations,
as well as policy, rulemaking,
interpretive and enforcement activities.
The Exchange believes that revenue
generated from the ORF, when
combined with all of the Exchange’s
other regulatory fees and fines, will
cover a material portion, but not all, of
the Exchange’s regulatory costs.
Currently, all other registered options
exchanges impose ORF on their
members, and those exchanges also
charge ORF for executions occurring on
the Exchange cleared by their
customers.8

3 See Securities Exchange Act Release No. 100824
(August 27, 2024), 89 FR 71496 (September 3, 2024)
(SR-SAPPHIRE-2024-25).

4 See Supra note 3.

5 See Securities Exchange Act Release No. 101589
(October 31, 2024) [sic], 89 FR 90787 (November 18,
2024) (SR-SAPPHIRE-2024-35).

6 See Securities Exchange Act Release No. 103081
(May 14, 2025) [sic], 90 FR 22389 (May 27, 2025)
(SR-SAPPHIRE-2025-24).

7 The term ‘“Member” means an individual or
organization that is registered with the Exchange
pursuant to Chapter II of MIAX Sapphire Rules for
purposes of trading on the Exchange as an
“Electronic Exchange Member” or ‘“‘Market Maker.”
Members are deemed ‘‘members” under the
Exchange Act. See Exchange Rule 100.

8 See Securities Exchange Act Release Nos. 58817
(October 20, 2008), 73 FR 63744 (October 27, 2008)
(SR-CBOE-2008-05) (notice of filing and
immediate effectiveness of Cboe adopting an ORF
applicable to transactions across all options
exchanges); 61133 (December 9, 2009), 74 FR 66715
(December 16, 2009) (SR—Phlx—2009-100) (notice of
filing and immediate effectiveness of Phlx adopting
an ORF applicable to transactions across all options
exchanges); 61154 (December 11, 2009), 74 FR
67278 (December 18, 2009) (SR-ISE-2009-105)
(notice of filing and immediate effectiveness of ISE
adopting an ORF applicable to transactions across
all options exchanges); 61388 (January 20, 2010), 75
FR 4431 (January 27, 2010) (SR-BX-2010-001)
(notice of filing and immediate effectiveness of
Nasdaq OMX BX, Inc. (“BX”’) adopting an ORF
applicable to transactions across all options
exchanges); 70200 (August 14, 2013) 78 FR 51242
(August 20, 2013)(SR-Topaz-2013-01)) (notice of
filing and immediate effectiveness of GEMX,
formerly known as ISE Gemini and Topaz
Exchange, adopting an ORF applicable to
transactions across all options exchanges); 64400

The Exchange recognizes that in 2019,
the Commission issued suspensions of
and orders instituting proceedings to
determine whether to approve or
disapprove a proposed rule change to
modify the Options Regulatory Fee of
NYSE American, NYSE Arca, MIAX
Options, MIAX PEARL, MIAX Emerald,
Cboe, Cboe EDGX Options, and C2.9
Each of those exchanges had filed to
increase their ORF, and the Commission

(May 4, 2011), 76 FR 27118 (May 10, 2011) (SR-
NYSEAmex—2011-27) (notice of filing and
immediate effectiveness of NYSE AMEX adopting
an ORF applicable to transactions across all options
exchanges); 64399 (May 4, 2011), 76 FR 27114 (May
10, 2011) (SR-NYSEArca—2011-20) (notice of filing
and immediate effectiveness of NYSE Arca adopting
an ORF applicable to transactions across all options
exchanges); 65913 (December 8, 2011), 76 FR 77883
(December 14, 2011) (SR-NASDAQ-2011-163)
(notice of filing and immediate effectiveness of
Nasdaq Options Market (“NOM”) adopting an ORF
applicable to transactions across all options
exchanges); 66979 (May 14, 2012), 77 FR 29740
(May 18, 2012) (SR-BOX-2012-002) (notice of
filing and immediate effectiveness of BOX adopting
an ORF applicable to transactions across all options
exchanges); 67596 (August 6, 2012), 77 FR 47902
(August 10, 2012) (SR-C2-2012-023) (notice of
filing and immediate effectiveness of C2 Options
Exchange, Inc. (“C2”) adopting an ORF applicable
to transactions across all options exchanges); 68711
(January 23, 2013) 78 FR 6155 (January 29, 2013)
(SR-MIAX-2013-01) (notice of filing and
immediate effectiveness of MIAX Options adopting
an ORF applicable to transactions across all options
exchanges); 74214 (February 5, 2015), 80 FR 7665
(February 11, 2015) (SR-BATS-2015-08) (notice of
filing and immediate effectiveness of BZX formerly
known as BATS, adopting an ORF applicable to
transactions across all options exchanges); 80025
(February 13, 2017) 82 FR 11081 (February 17,
2017) (SR-BatsEDGX-2017-04) (notice of filing and
immediate effectiveness of EDGX formerly known
as Bats EDGX Exchange, Inc., adopting an ORF
applicable to transactions across all options
exchanges); 80875 (June 7, 2017) 82 FR 27096 (June
13, 2017) (SR-PEARL-2017-26) (notice of filing
and immediate effectiveness of MIAX PEARL
adopting an ORF applicable to transactions across
all options exchanges); 85127 (February 13, 2019)
84 FR 5173 (February 20, 2019) (SR-MRX-2019-03)
(notice of filing and immediate effectiveness of
Nasdaq MRX, LLC (“MRX”) adopting an ORF
applicable to transactions across all options
exchanges); 85251 (March 6, 2019) 84 FR 8931
(March 12, 2019) (SR-EMERALD-2019-01) (notice
of filing and immediate effectiveness of MIAX
Emerald adopting an ORF applicable to transactions
across all options exchanges).

9 See Securities Exchange Act Release No. 87168
(September 30, 2019), 84 FR 53210 (October 4,
2019) (SR-Emerald-2019-29); Securities Exchange
Act Release No. 87167 (September 30, 2019), 84 FR
53189 (October 4, 2019) (SR-PEARL-2019-23);
Securities Exchange Act Release No. 87169
(September 30, 2019), 84 FR 53195 (October 4,
2019) (SR-MIAX-2019-35); Securities Exchange
Act Release No. 87170 (September 30, 2019), 84 FR
53213 (October 4, 2019) (SRCBOE-2019-040);
Securities Exchange Act Release No. 87172
(September 30, 2019) 84 FR 53192 (October 4, 2019)
(SR-CboeEDGX-2019-051); Securities Exchange
Act Release No 87171 (September 30, 2019), 84 FR
53200 (October 4, 2019) (SR-C2—2019-018);
Securities Exchange Act Release No. 86832 (August
30, 2019), 84 FR 46980 (September 6, 2019) (SR—
NYSEArca—-2019-49); Securities Exchange Act
Release No. 86833 (August 30, 2019) 84 FR 47029
(September 6, 2019) (SR-NYSEAMER-2019-27).
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indicated that each of those filings
lacked detail and specificity, signaling
that more information was needed to
speak to whether the proposed
increased ORFs were reasonable,
equitably allocated and not unfairly
discriminatory, particularly given that
the ORF is assessed on transactions that
clear in the “customer” range and
regardless of the exchange on which the
transaction occurs. The Commission
also noted that the filings provided only
broad general statements regarding
options transaction volume and did not
provide any information on those
exchanges’ historic or projected options
regulatory costs (including the costs of
regulating activity that cleared in the
“customer” range and the costs of
regulating activity that occurred off
exchange), the amount of regulatory
revenue they had generated and
expected to generate from the ORF as
well as other sources, or the “material
portion” of options regulatory expenses
that they sought to recover from the
ORF. Each of those exchanges withdrew
their filings, but continue charging ORF
today as discussed above. The Exchange
would be at an unfair competitive
disadvantage if it were not allowed to
charge the ORF to recover a material
portion, but not all, of the Exchange’s
regulatory costs for the supervision and
regulation of activity of its Members
which as noted above, is charged by all
currently operating options exchanges.

The Exchange appreciates the
evolving changes in the markets and
regulatory environment and has been
evaluating its options while considering
industry and regulatory feedback. In
light of this, the Exchange has been
reviewing its current methodologies and
practices for the assessment and
collection of ORF. As a result of this
review, the Exchange is submitting
contemporaneously with this filing
another filing that proposes to adopt a
modified ORF model that updates the
Exchange’s process of assessing and
collecting ORF, in which model ORF
would be assessed to only on-Exchange
transactions that clear in the customer
range at the Options Clearing
Corporation (“OCC”). Under the
proposed modified model, the Exchange
expects to continue its current practice
that revenue generated from ORF will
cover a material portion, but not all, of
the Exchange’s regulatory costs.

To create real ORF reform, moving to
a new ORF model that only assesses a
fee to transactions that occur on one’s
own options exchange seems to be the
industry consensus. However, for a new,
modified model to be truly meaningful
and fair, a rate limited to transactions on
one’s own exchange should be adopted

by all options exchanges to provide a
consistent methodology in assessing and
collecting ORF going forward. As set
forth in its separate filing that proposes
the new, modified ORF model, the
Exchange is committed to switching to
this new model as soon as a consistent
framework has been established with
the Commission, adopted by all the
options exchanges and necessary
regulatory filings submitted. Until that
time, the Exchange believes it’s fair and
reasonable to continue to charge ORF
under the current model as other
options exchanges currently do until
June 30, 2026. The proposed extension
of the sunset date will provide time for
establishment of one new, unified
model going forward. The Exchange will
endeavor to implement the modified
OREF structure prior to the proposed
June 30, 2026 sunset date.

As a new exchange, not having the
opportunity to fund its regulatory
program through the same regulatory fee
charged by every other options
exchange would place an undue
competitive disadvantage upon the
Exchange’s regulatory program and
options business as a whole. Further,
the Exchange emphasizes that other
exchanges will be charging ORF for
transactions occurring on MIAX
Sapphire until a new unified model is
implemented, and as such, it follows
that the exchange that is primarily
responsible for monitoring those
transactions should also be able to
charge the ORF for activity occurring on
its own market, as well as transactions
it surveils on away markets. Again, the
Exchange is committed to facilitating
and joining efforts to revamp the ORF,
however, it must be afforded additional
time to do so while recouping a portion
of its regulatory costs via the ORF as all
other options exchanges do.

2. Statutory Basis

The Exchange believes that its
proposal to amend its Fee Schedule is
consistent with Section 6(b) of the Act 1©
in general, and furthers the objectives of
Section 6(b)(4) of the Act1? in
particular, in that it is an equitable
allocation of reasonable dues, fees, and
other charges among its members and
issuers and other persons using its
facilities. The Exchange also believes
the proposal furthers the objectives of
Section 6(b)(5) of the Act 12 in that it is
designed to promote just and equitable
principles of trade, to remove
impediments to and perfect the
mechanism of a free and open market

1015 U.S.C. 78f(b).
1115 U.S.C. 78f(b)(4).
1215 U.S.C. 78f(b)(5).

and a national market system, and, in
general to protect investors and the
public interest and is not designed to
permit unfair discrimination between
customers, issuers, brokers and dealers.

The ORF is designed to recover a
material portion of the costs of
supervising and regulating Members’
customer options business including
performing routine surveillances and
investigations, as well as policy,
rulemaking, interpretive, and
enforcement activities. Extending the
current ORF sunset date to June 30,
2026 is reasonable because continued
collection of ORF will serve to balance
the Exchange’s regulatory revenue
against the anticipated regulatory costs,
thereby ensuring proper regulatory
funding. Moreover, the Exchange’s ORF
rate is lower than the amount of ORF
assessed on other exchanges.13

Extending the sunset date is also
reasonable because doing so would
allow the Exchange additional time to
inform its approach to ORF moving
forward while recouping a portion of its
regulatory expenses via the ORF as
other options exchanges do. If the
Exchange were not allowed to charge an
ORF during this additional time period,
then after the sunset date of December
31, 2025, it would be forced to pay for
its regulatory program solely out of
business revenues while working
towards an alternative ORF solution,
unlike every other competing exchange,
each of which would continue to assess
an ORF, including on transactions
executed on the Exchange, indefinitely.
This would impact the Exchange’s
ability to assure adequate funding of its
regulatory program.

Extending the ORF sunset date to June
30, 2026 is also equitable and not
unfairly discriminatory because prior to
the proposed sunset date, the ORF
would continue to be objectively
allocated to Members in a manner that
is consistent with the ORF imposed by
the other seventeen (17) options
exchanges. The Exchange will continue
to monitor the amount of revenue
collected from the ORF to ensure that it,
in combination with its other regulatory

13 See, e.g., NYSE Arca Options Fees and Charges,
ORF and NYSE American Options Fees Schedule,
Section VII(A), which provide that ORF is assessed
at a rate of $0.0023 per contract for each respective
exchange. See also Cboe Options Fee Schedule,
which provides an ORF rate of $0.0023 per contract;
BOX Options Fee Schedule Section II(C), which
provides an ORF rate of $0.00295 per contract;
MIAX Options Fee Schedule, Section 2(b), which
provides an ORF rate of $0.0017 per contract; MIAX
Pearl Fee Schedule, Section 2(b), which provides an
OREF rate of $0.0016 per contract; and the MEMX
Fee Schedule which provides an ORF rate of
$0.0015.
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fees and fines, does not exceed the
Exchange’s total regulatory costs.

B. Self-Regulatory Organization’s
Statement on Burden on Competition

MIAX Sapphire does not believe that
the proposed rule change will impose
any burden on competition not
necessary or appropriate in furtherance
of the purposes of the Act. This
proposal will not create an unnecessary
or inappropriate intra-market burden on
competition because the ORF will apply
to all customer activity, and is designed
to enable the Exchange to recover a
material portion of the Exchange’s cost
related to its regulatory activities. This
proposal will not create an unnecessary
or inappropriate inter-market burden on
competition because it will be a
regulatory fee that supports regulation
in furtherance of the purposes of the
Act. The Exchange is obligated to ensure
that the amount of regulatory revenue
collected from the ORF, in combination
with its other regulatory fees and fines,
does not exceed regulatory costs. MIAX
Sapphire’s ORF, is lower than, or
comparable to, fees charged by other
options exchanges for the same or
similar services.

The Exchange notes that while it does
not believe that its proposed ORF will
impose any burden on inter-market
competition, the Exchange not charging
an ORF or being precluded from
charging an ORF after December 31,
2025 but prior to the proposed sunset
date of June 30, 2026 would, in-fact,
represent a significant burden on the
Exchange’s ability to assure adequate
funding of its regulatory program. As
noted above, the Exchange is a new
entrant in the highly competitive
environment for equity options trading.
Also, as noted above, all registered
options exchanges currently impose the
ORF on their members, and such ORF
fees imposed by other options
exchanges currently do and will
continue to extend to executions
occurring on the Exchange. The
Exchange believes that in order to
compete with these existing options
exchanges, it must, in fact, impose an
ORF on its Members during this
additional sunset period, and that the
inability to do so would result in an
unfair competitive disadvantage to the
Exchange.

C. Self-Regulatory Organization’s
Statement on Comments on the
Proposed Rule Change Received From
Members, Participants, or Others

Written comments were neither
solicited nor received.

III. Date of Effectiveness of the
Proposed Rule Change and Timing for
Commission Action

The foregoing rule change has become
effective pursuant to Section 19(b)(3)(A)
of the Act 14 and paragraph (f) of Rule
19b—4 15 thereunder. At any time within
60 days of the filing of the proposed rule
change, the Commission summarily may
temporarily suspend such rule change if
it appears to the Commission that such
action is necessary or appropriate in the
public interest, for the protection of
investors, or otherwise in furtherance of
the purposes of the Act. If the
Commission takes such action, the
Commission shall institute proceedings
to determine whether the proposed rule
change should be approved or
disapproved.

IV. Solicitation of Comments

Interested persons are invited to
submit written data, views and
arguments concerning the foregoing,
including whether the proposed rule
change is consistent with the Act.
Comments may be submitted by any of
the following methods:

Electronic Comments

e Use the Commission’s internet
comment form (https://www.sec.gov/
rules/sro.shtml); or

e Send an email to rule-comments@
sec.gov. Please include file number SR—
SAPPHIRE-2025-46 on the subject line.

Paper Comments

e Send paper comments in triplicate
to Secretary, Securities and Exchange
Commission, 100 F Street NE,
Washington, DC 20549-1090.

All submissions should refer to file
number SR—-SAPPHIRE-2025-46. This
file number should be included on the
subject line if email is used. To help the
Commission process and review your
comments more efficiently, please use
only one method. The Commission will
post all comments on the Commission’s
internet website (https://www.sec.gov/
rules/sro.shtml). Copies of the filing will
be available for inspection and copying
at the principal office of the Exchange.
Do not include personal identifiable
information in submissions; you should
submit only information that you wish
to make available publicly. We may
redact in part or withhold entirely from
publication submitted material that is
obscene or subject to copyright
protection. All submissions should refer
to file number SR-SAPPHIRE-2025-46
and should be submitted on or before
February 3, 2026.

1415 U.S.C. 78s(b)(3)(A).
1517 CFR 240.19b-4(f).

For the Commission, by the Division of
Trading and Markets, pursuant to delegated
authority.16

Sherry R. Haywood,

Assistant Secretary.

[FR Doc. 2026-00417 Filed 1-12-26; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 8011-01-P

SECURITIES AND EXCHANGE
COMMISSION

[Release No. 34-104559; File No. SR-ICC-
2025-014]

Self-Regulatory Organizations; ICE
Clear Credit LLC; Notice of Filing of
Proposed Rule Change Relating to the
ICC Collateral Risk Management
Framework

January 8, 2026.

Pursuant to Section 19(b)(1) of the
Securities Exchange Act of 1934 and
Rule 19b—4 2 notice is hereby given that
on December 29, 2025, ICE Clear Credit
LLC (“ICC” or “ICE Clear Credit”) filed
with the Securities and Exchange
Commission the proposed rule change
as described in Items I, IT and III below,
which Items have been primarily
prepared by ICC. The Commission is
publishing this notice to solicit
comments on the proposed rule change
from interested persons.

I. Clearing Agency’s Statement of the
Terms of Substance of the Proposed
Rule Change

The principal purpose of the
proposed rule change is to revise the
Collateral Risk Management Framework
(“CRMF”’). These revisions do not
require any changes to the ICC Clearing
Rules (the “Rules”).3

IL. Clearing Agency’s Statement of the
Purpose of, and Statutory Basis for, the
Proposed Rule Change

In its filing with the Commission, ICC
included statements concerning the
purpose of and basis for the proposed
rule change, security-based swap
submission, or advance notice and
discussed any comments it received on
the proposed rule change, security-
based swap submission, or advance
notice. The text of these statements may
be examined at the places specified in
Item IV below. ICC has prepared
summaries, set forth in sections (A), (B),
and (C) below, of the most significant
aspects of these statements.

1617 CFR 200.30-3(a)(12).

115 U.S.C. 78s(b)(1).

217 CFR 240.19b—4.

3ICC’s Rules are available on its public website:

https://www.ice.com/publicdocs/clear_credit/ICE_
Clear Credit Rules.pdf.


https://www.ice.com/publicdocs/clear_credit/ICE_Clear_Credit_Rules.pdf
https://www.ice.com/publicdocs/clear_credit/ICE_Clear_Credit_Rules.pdf
https://www.sec.gov/rules/sro.shtml
https://www.sec.gov/rules/sro.shtml
https://www.sec.gov/rules/sro.shtml
https://www.sec.gov/rules/sro.shtml
mailto:rule-comments@sec.gov
mailto:rule-comments@sec.gov
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(A) Clearing Agency’s Statement of the
Purpose of, and Statutory Basis for, the
Proposed Rule Change

(a) Purpose

ICC proposes revising its CRMF,
which includes the collateral assets risk
management methodology used to set
collateral haircuts. More specifically,
the CRMF describes ICC’s quantitative
risk management approach that
accounts for the risk associated with
fluctuations of collateral asset prices
through the application of haircut
factors. ICC believes the proposed
revisions described below will facilitate
the prompt and accurate clearance and
settlement of securities transactions and
derivative agreements, contracts, and
transactions for which it is responsible.
ICC proposes to make such changes
effective following Commission
approval of the proposed rule change.

The primary purpose of the proposed
rule change is to amend the CRMF to
address independent validator
recommendations. The proposed
changes remove outdated references to
multiple risk measures and more clearly
describe ICC’s practice of rounding
haircut factors and performing back-
testing analysis. Overall, such changes
do not amend ICC’s collateral assets risk
management methodology and are
intended to provide additional
transparency in the CRMF.

ICC proposes minor changes to
remove outdated references to multiple
risk measures in the CRMF. Currently,
ICC considers one risk measure (i.e.,
Expected Shortfall) to determine haircut
factors that capture potential collateral
value losses. References to multiple risk
measures stem from an earlier version of
the CRMF, which considered two risk
measures (i.e., Expected Shortfall and
Value-at-Risk at two different risk
horizons and quantiles) and utilized the
more conservative of the two to
determine haircut factors that capture
potential collateral value losses.*
Accordingly, ICC proposes amending
Sections I and III to remove any
remaining reference to Value-at-Risk
and change related terminology, such as
“risk measures” and ‘‘risk horizons”,
from plural to singular.

ICC proposes clarifications to more
clearly describe its practice of rounding
haircut factors via a rounding interval in
Section I.c. ICC proposes to begin
Section I.c. with additional background
on the execution and review of
collateral haircut factor estimations.

4 See Securities Exchange Act Release No. 100274
(June 5, 2024), 89 FR 49252 (June 11, 2024) (File
No. SR-ICC-2024-003) (amending the CRMF to
remove the Value-at-Risk risk measure from ICC’s
haircut model approach).

Such practice is not new and is
currently reflected in Section III, which
describes the governance associated
with the CRMF. ICC proposes to specify
the purpose of rounding estimated
haircut factors to ensure appropriate
stability and some conservative bias in
between periodic reviews. ICC also
proposes to describe the rounding
interval and the levels within the
interval that are considered to achieve
stability. ICC would also specify how
final haircut factors are set for currency
pairs and for sovereign debt collateral to
ensure conservative haircuts. As noted
above, such changes do not amend ICC’s
collateral assets risk management
methodology and are intended to more
clearly reflect current practices.

IGC proposes clarifications to Section
III of the CRMF to more clearly describe
the back-testing sample size or
“lookback period” used in its analysis.
Currently, Section III discusses the
review of the collateral haircut model’s
performance, including back-testing of
applicable risk factors. The proposed
revisions describe the rationale for
selecting lookback periods, consistent
with ICC’s Back-Testing Framework.5
Specifically, ICC proposes language
explaining the benefits of a maximum
lookback period, including the use of a
larger sample size to reduce potential
bias and arbitrariness related to a fixed-
length rolling window. Additional
changes discuss ICC’s actions in the
event of new observed exceedances,
including the consideration of shorter
lookback periods, and describe ICC’s
rationale for the minimum back-testing
window length. Such language is
proposed for transparency regarding
how ICC evaluates collateral haircut
model performance and responds to
new exceedances within the CRMF.
Moreover, such changes do not amend
ICC’s back-testing methodology and
practices, and the proposed language
regarding lookback periods is consistent
with ICC’s Back-Testing Framework.6

(b) Statutory Basis

ICC believes that the proposed rule
change is consistent with the
requirements of Section 17A of the Act”
and the regulations thereunder
applicable to it, including the applicable
standards under Rule 17Ad-22.8 In
particular, Section 17A(b)(3)(F) of the

5 See Securities Exchange Act Release No. 93388
(October 20, 2021), 86 FR 59258 (October 26, 2021)
(File No. SR-ICC-2021-018) (amending the Back-
Testing Framework to include additional
description on the lookback period for back-testing).

61d.

715 U.S.C. 78q-1.

817 CFR 240.17Ad-22.

Act® requires that the rule change be
designed to promote the prompt and
accurate clearance and settlement of
securities transactions and derivative
agreements, contracts and transactions
cleared by ICC, to assure the
safeguarding of securities and funds in
the custody or control of ICC or for
which it is responsible, and to protect
investors and the public interest.

As discussed above, the proposed
revisions to the CRMF address
independent validator
recommendations. Such changes
remove outdated references to multiple
risk measures and more clearly describe
the practice of rounding haircut factors
and the performance of back-testing
analysis. Such clarifications do not
amend ICC’s collateral assets risk
management methodology. In ICC’s
view, such changes more clearly reflect
current practices and provide
transparency with respect to ICC’s
collateral risk management practices,
which would also ensure that
responsible parties carry out their
assigned duties effectively and aid them
in doing so. ICC believes that having
policies and procedures that clearly and
accurately document its collateral risk
management practices is an important
component to the effectiveness of ICC’s
risk management system and support
ICC’s ability to maintain adequate
financial resources and collateral
management resources. Accordingly,
ICC believes that the proposed rule
change is consistent with the prompt
and accurate clearance and settlement of
securities transactions, derivatives
agreements, contracts, and transactions,
the safeguarding of securities and funds
in the custody or control of ICC or for
which it is responsible, and the
protection of investors and the public
interest, within the meaning of Section
17A(b)(3)(F) of the Act.10

Rule 17Ad-22(e)(4)(ii) ** requires ICC
to establish, implement, maintain, and
enforce written policies and procedures
reasonably designed to effectively
identify, measure, monitor, and manage
its credit exposures to participants and
those arising from its payment, clearing,
and settlement processes, including by
maintaining additional financial
resources at the minimum to enable it
to cover a wide range of foreseeable
stress scenarios that include, but are not
limited to, the default of the two
participant families that would
potentially cause the largest aggregate
credit exposure for ICC in extreme but
plausible market conditions. The

915 U.S.C. 78q-1(b)(3)(F).
10[d.
1117 CFR 240.17Ad-22(e)(4)(i1).
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proposed revisions enhance ICC’s
ability to manage its financial resources
by providing further clarity and
transparency on its collateral assets risk
management approach by removing
outdated references to multiple risk
measures and more clearly describing
the practice of rounding haircut factors
and the performance of back-testing
analysis, which will promote the
effective and accurate function of the
collateral assets risk management
methodology. Such changes would also
promote the implementation of
processes and procedures pertaining to
determining and rounding haircut
factors and performing back-testing
analysis to ensure that responsible
parties effectively carry out their
associated duties. As such, the proposed
amendments would support ICC’s
ability to maintain its financial
resources and withstand the pressures
of defaults, consistent with the
requirements of Rule 17Ad-
22(e)(4)(ii).12

Rule 17Ad—-22(e)(5) 13 requires ICC to
establish, implement, maintain, and
enforce written policies and procedures
reasonably designed to limit the assets
it accepts as collateral to those with low
credit, liquidity, and market risks, and
set and enforce appropriately
conservative haircuts and concentration
limits if the covered clearing agency
requires collateral to manage its or its
participants’ credit exposure; and
require a review of the sufficiency of its
collateral haircuts and concentration
limits to be performed not less than
annually. ICC would continue to limit
the assets that ICC accepts as collateral
to those with low credit, liquidity, and
market risks under the proposed rule
change. Collateral haircut factor
estimations would continue to be
executed daily, and the ICC Risk
Department would continue to review
the results and determine any updates,
at least monthly. Furthermore, the
CRMF continues to provide a clear
framework for ICC to set and enforce
appropriately conservative haircuts for
acceptable collateral assets. As such, the
amendments would satisfy the
requirements of Rule 17Ad-22(e)(5).14

(B) Clearing Agency’s Statement on
Burden on Competition

ICC does not believe the proposed
rule change would have any impact, or
impose any burden, on competition.
The proposed changes remove outdated
references to multiple risk measures and
more clearly describe the practice of

12]d.
1317 CFR 240.17Ad-22(e)(5).
14]d.

rounding haircut factors and the
performance of back-testing analysis.
Such changes do not amend ICC’s
collateral assets risk management
methodology and are intended to
provide additional transparency in the
CRMF. ICC does not believe these
amendments would affect the costs of
clearing or the ability of market
participants to access clearing.
Therefore, ICC does not believe the
proposed rule change imposes any
burden on competition that is
inappropriate in furtherance of the
purposes of the Act.

(C) Clearing Agency’s Statement on
Comments on the Proposed Rule
Change Received From Members,
Participants or Others

Written comments relating to the
proposed rule change have not been
solicited or received. ICC will notify the
Commission of any written comments
received by ICC.

III. Date of Effectiveness of the
Proposed Rule Change and Timing for
Commission Action

Within 45 days of the date of
publication of this notice in the Federal
Register or within such longer period
up to 90 days (i) as the Commission may
designate if it finds such longer period
to be appropriate and publishes its
reasons for so finding or (ii) as to which
the self-regulatory organization
consents, the Commission will:

(A) by order approve or disapprove
such proposed rule change, or

(B) institute proceedings to determine
whether the proposed rule change
should be disapproved.

IV. Solicitation of Comments

Interested persons are invited to
submit written data, views, and
arguments concerning the foregoing,
including whether the proposed rule
change is consistent with the Act.
Comments may be submitted by any of
the following methods:

Electronic Comments

e Use the Commission’s internet
comment form (https://www.sec.gov/
rules-regulations/self-regulatory-
organization-rulemaking); or

e Send an email to rule-comments@
sec.gov. Please include file number SR-
ICC-2025-014 on the subject line.

Paper Comments

Send paper comments in triplicate to
Secretary, Securities and Exchange
Commission, 100 F Street NE,
Washington, DC 20549.

All submissions should refer to file
number SR-ICC-2025-014. This file

number should be included on the
subject line if email is used. To help the
Commission process and review your
comments more efficiently, please use
only one method of submission. The
Commission will post all comments on
the Commission’s internet website
(https://www.sec.gov/rules-regulations/
self-regulatory-organization-
rulemaking). Copies of such filings will
be available for inspection and copying
at the principal office of ICE Clear
Credit and on ICE Clear Credit’s website
at https://www.ice.com/clear-credit/
regulation.

Do not include personal identifiable
information in submissions, you should
submit only information that you wish
to make available publicly. We may
redact in part or withhold entirely from
publication submitted material that is
obscene or subject to copyright
protection.

All submissions should refer to file
number SR-ICC-2025-014 and should
be submitted on or before February 3,
2026.

For the Commission, by the Division of

Trading and Markets, pursuant to delegated
authority.1s

Sherry R. Haywood,

Assistant Secretary.

[FR Doc. 2026-00427 Filed 1-12-26; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 8011-01-P

DEPARTMENT OF STATE
[Public Notice: 12901]

Advisory Committee on Private
International Law

ACTION: Intent to re-establish a federal
advisory committee; notice.

The Secretary of State announces an
intent to re-establish the Advisory
Comumittee on Private International Law,
in accordance with the Federal
Advisory Committee Act. The purpose
of the Committee is to provide advice to
the Department on significant issues of
private international law arising or
likely to arise in the work of
international organizations of which the
United States is a Member State, or in
international bodies in whose work the
United States has an interest, or in the
foreign relations of the United States.

The Department of State affirms that
the advisory committee is necessary and
in the public interest.

Other information: It is anticipated
that the Committee will meet at least
once a year and that its subcommittees
will meet as necessary. Meetings of the

1517 CFR 200.30-3(a)(12).
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Committee and any subcommittees will,
unless notice is otherwise provided, be
open to the public and to all interested
agencies, or organizations.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Anna Fox, (202) 647-0685, foxar@
state.gov.

(Authority: 5 U.S.C. 1001 et seq.; 22 U.S.C.
2651a.)

Anna-Kristina R. Fox,

Designated Federal Officer, Advisory
Committee on Private International Law, U.S.
Department of State.

[FR Doc. 2026—00429 Filed 1-12-26; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4710-08-P

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
Federal Aviation Administration

Notice of Intent of Waiver With Respect
to Land; Indianapolis Downtown
Heliport, Indianapolis, IN

AGENCY: Federal Aviation
Administration (FAA), DOT.

ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: The FAA is considering a
proposal to permanently close the
Indianapolis Downtown Heliport and
change 5.36 acres of land from
aeronautical use to non-aeronautical use
and to authorize the sale of all heliport
property located at the Indianapolis
Downtown Heliport (8A4), Indianapolis,
Indiana. FAA received two requests to
reconsider its intent to permit the
proposed permanent closure of 8A4 as
well as the release and sale of the
heliport property.

The Indianapolis Airport Authority
(Authority) has submitted a request to
release the Authority from its Federal
Airport Improvement Program (AIP)
obligations associated with Indianapolis
Downtown Heliport. On December 10,
2025, and December 23, 2025, the FAA
received written requests to reconsider
the proposed permanent closure of 8A4
and release and sale of the heliport

property.
DATES: Comments must be received on
or before February 12, 2026.

ADDRESSES: All requisite and supporting
documentation will be made available
for review by appointment at the FAA
Chicago Airports District Office,
Melanie Myers, Program Manager, 2300
East Devon Avenue, Des Plaines, IL
60018, Telephone: (847) 294-7525.

Written comments on the Sponsor’s
request may be submitted using any of
the following methods:

e Federal eRulemaking Portal: Go to
https://www.regulations.gov, and follow

the instructions for sending your
comments electronically.

e Mail: Melanie Myers, Program
Manager, Federal Aviation
Administration, Chicago Airports
District Office, 2300 East Devon
Avenue, Des Plaines, IL 60018.

e Hand Delivery: Deliver to mail
address above between 8 a.m. and 5
p-m. Monday through Friday, excluding
Federal holidays.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Melanie Myers, Program Manager,
Federal Aviation Administration,
Chicago Airports District Office, 2300
East Devon Avenue, Des Plaines, IL
60018, Telephone: (847) 294-7525.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: In
accordance with section 47107 (h) of
Title 49, United States Code, this notice
is required to be published in the
Federal Register 30 days before
modifying the land-use assurance that
requires the property to be used for an
aeronautical purpose.

The FAA published a Notice of Intent
of Waiver With Respect to Land;
Indianapolis Downtown Heliport,
Indianapolis, IN, 88 FR 8029 (February
7, 2023). In that notice, FAA requested
public comments on the proposed
permanent closure of 8A4 and change of
5.36 acres of land from aeronautical use
to non-aeronautical use and to authorize
the sale of all heliport property located
at the Heliport. After reviewing
information related to the proposed
release and closure of 8A4, on
November 25, 2024, FAA issued IAA a
letter of intent to release all federal
obligations and approve permanent
heliport closure. FAA then published a
Notice of Permanent Closure;
Indianapolis Downtown Heliport,
Indianapolis, Indiana, indicating 8 A4
would close on December 15, 2025. 90
FR 51067 (November 14, 2025).

On December 10, 2025, and December
23, 2025, the FAA received written
requests that FAA reconsider its intent
to permit the proposed permanent
closure of 8A4 and release and sale of
the heliport property.

This notice announces that the FAA
is seeking further public comment on
the proposed permanent closure and
release of the subject heliport property
at the Indianapolis Downtown Heliport,
Indianapolis, Indiana, from federal land
covenants.

Issued in Des Plaines, Illinois, on January
9, 2026.

Debra L. Bartell,

Acting Deputy Director, Airports Division,
Great Lakes Region.

[FR Doc. 2026—00480 Filed 1-12—26; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4910-13-P

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Federal Aviation Administration
[Docket No. FAA-2025-0562]

Agency Information Collection
Activities: Request for Comments;
Clearance of a New Approval of
Information Collection: Pilot Medical
Disclosure Decision Making Model for
Safety Risk Assessment Survey

AGENCY: Federal Aviation
Administration (FAA), DOT.
ACTION: Notice and request for
comments.

SUMMARY: In accordance with the
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, FAA
invites public comments about our
intention to request the approval of the
Office of Management and Budget
(OMB) for a new information collection.
The Federal Register Notice with a 60-
day comment period soliciting
comments on the following collection of
information was published on June 10,
2025. The collection involves a short
online survey gathering information on
medical disclosure behaviors of working
pilots. The information to be collected
will be used to update the current safety
risk assessments for integration into the
Aviation Safety (AVS), Office of
Aviation Medicine (AAM) Safety Risk
Management process.

The FAA received one comment
during the 60-day comment period on
the Federal Register. The FAA sincerely
thank the Air Line Pilots Association,
International (ALPA) for their letter of
support and further recommendations
for our data collection and study. In the
letter, ALPA shared concerns regarding
the anonymity of the source, voluntary
informed participation, aggregate-only
reporting, and response evaluations,
which the FAA has recently addressed.
We also appreciate ALPA for bringing
their concerns of independent oversight
and legal data protection to our
attention. We will work closely with
ALPA representatives to integrate these
recommendations throughout our study
design. Again, we sincerely thank ALPA
for the letter of support and
recommendations on the proposed
collection of information.

DATES: January 9, 2026.

ADDRESSES: Written comments and
recommendations for the proposed
information collection should be sent
within 30 days of publication of this
notice to www.reginfo.gov/public/do/
PRAMain. Find this particular
information collection by selecting
“Currently under 30-day Review—Open
for Public Comments” or by using the
search function.


http://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/PRAMain
http://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/PRAMain
https://www.regulations.gov
mailto:foxar@state.gov
mailto:foxar@state.gov
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FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Julia
Beckel by email at: Julia.l.beckel@
faa.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Public Comments Invited: You are
asked to comment on any aspect of this
information collection, including (a)
Whether the proposed collection of
information is necessary for FAA’s
performance; (b) the accuracy of the
estimated burden; (c) ways for FAA to
enhance the quality, utility and clarity
of the information collection; and (d)
ways that the burden could be
minimized without reducing the quality
of the collected information.

OMB Control Number: 21XX-XXXX.

Title: Request for Comments;
Clearance of a New Approval of
Information Collection: Pilot Medical
Disclosure Decision Making Model for
Safety Risk Assessment Survey.

Form Numbers: n/a.

Type of Review: Clearance of a new
information collection.

Background: The Federal Register
Notice with a 60-day comment period
soliciting comments on the following
collection of information was published
on June 10, 2025 (90 FR 24487). The
Office of Aerospace Medicine (AVS/
AAM) is developing a pilot medical
disclosure decision-making model to
support current and future safety risk
assessments. Following the Mental
Health Aviation Rulemaking
Committee’s recommendation, AVS/
AAM and the Office of Safety Standards
(AFS) conducted a joint safety risk
assessment on pilot medical non-
disclosure. The assessment identified
the need for a validated model of pilot
medical disclosure decision-making to
better estimate safety risks.

The survey will consist of
approximately 50 questions pertaining
to the behavioral and decisions
motivation behind medical disclosure.
The survey’s anticipated completion
time is 10-25 minutes. The findings will
lead to a final report with a peer-
reviewed manuscript submission to a
targeted journal.

Respondents: Career Pilots; Part 121
pilots. Qualtrics FedRamp Online
Survey.

Frequency: One-time response.

Estimated Average Burden per
Response: 10-25 minutes.

Estimated Total Annual Burden: 584
total annual burden hours.

Issued in Oklahoma City, OK, on January
9, 2026.

Tammy Ho,

Psychology Technician, NAS Human Factors
Safety Research Laboratory (AAM-520),
Aerospace Human Factors Research Division,
Civil Aerospace Medical Institute.

[FR Doc. 2026—00485 Filed 1-12—-26; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4910-13-P

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Federal Railroad Administration
[Docket Number FRA-2010-0029]

Amtrak’s Request To Amend lts
Positive Train Control Safety Plan and
Positive Train Control System

AGENCY: Federal Railroad
Administration (FRA), Department of
Transportation (DOT).

ACTION: Notice of availability and
request for comments.

SUMMARY: This document provides the
public with notice that on November 14,
2025, as supplemented on January 5,
2026, the National Railroad Passenger
Corporation (Amtrak) submitted a
request for amendment (RFA) to one of
its FRA-approved Positive Train Control
Safety Plans (PTCSP) and Type
Approval. As this RFA involves a
request for FRA’s approval of proposed
material modifications to an FRA-
certified positive train control (PTC)
system, FRA is publishing this notice
and inviting public comment on
Amtrak’s RFA.

DATES: FRA will consider comments
received by February 2, 2026. FRA may
consider comments received after that
date to the extent practicable and
without delaying implementation of
valuable or necessary modifications to a
PTC system.

ADDRESSES: Comments: Comments may
be submitted by going to https://
www.regulations.gov and following the
online instructions for submitting
comments.

Instructions: All submissions must
include the agency name and the
applicable docket number. The relevant
PTC docket number for this host
railroad is Docket No. FRA-2010-0029.
For convenience, all active PTC dockets
are hyperlinked on FRA’s website at
https://railroads.dot.gov/research-
development/program-areas/train-
control/ptc/railroads-ptc-dockets. All
comments received will be posted
without change to https://
www.regulations.gov; this includes any
personal information.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Gabe Neal, Staff Director, Signal, Train

Control, and Crossings Division,
telephone: 816-516-7168, email:
Gabe.Neal@dot.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: In general,
title 49 United States Code (U.S.C.)
section 20157(h) requires FRA to certify
that a host railroad’s PTC system
complies with title 49 of the Code of
Federal Regulations (CFR) part 236,
subpart I, before the technology may be
operated in revenue service. Before
making certain changes to an FRA-
certified PTC system or the associated
FRA-approved PTCSP, a host railroad
must submit, and obtain FRA’s approval
of, an RFA to its PTCSP under 49 CFR
236.1021.

Under 49 CFR 236.1021(e), FRA’s
regulations provide that FRA will
publish a notice in the Federal Register
and invite public comment in
accordance with 49 CFR part 211, if an
RFA includes a request for approval of
a material modification of a signal or
train control system. Accordingly, this
notice informs the public that, on
November 14, 2025, as supplemented on
January 5, 2026, Amtrak submitted an
RFA to its PTCSP and Type Approval
for its Advanced Civil Speed
Enforcement System II (ACSES 1I).
Amtrak seeks FRA’s approval to deploy
new PTC system hardware and software
to support system reliability
improvements, as further described in
its RFA. That RFA is available in Docket
No. FRA-2010-0029.

Interested parties are invited to
comment on Amtrak’s RFA by
submitting written comments or data.
During FRA’s review of Amtrak’s RFA,
FRA will consider any comments or
data submitted within the timeline
specified in this notice and to the extent
practicable, without delaying
implementation of valuable or necessary
modifications to a PTC system. See 49
CFR 236.1021; see also 49 CFR
236.1011(e). Under § 236.1021, FRA
maintains the authority to approve,
approve with conditions, or deny a
railroad’s RFA to its PTCSP at FRA’s
sole discretion.

Privacy Act Notice

In accordance with §211.3, FRA
solicits comments from the public to
better inform its decisions. DOT posts
these comments, without edit, including
any personal information the
commenter provides, to https://
www.regulations.gov, as described in
the system of records notice (DOT/ALL—
14 FDMS), which can be reviewed at
https://www.transportation.gov/privacy.
See https://www.regulations.gov/
privacy-notice for the privacy notice of
regulations.gov. To facilitate comment
tracking, we encourage commenters to


https://www.regulations.gov/privacy-notice
https://www.regulations.gov/privacy-notice
https://www.transportation.gov/privacy
https://www.regulations.gov
https://www.regulations.gov
https://www.regulations.gov
https://www.regulations.gov
https://www.regulations.gov
https://www.regulations.gov
mailto:Julia.l.beckel@faa.gov
mailto:Julia.l.beckel@faa.gov
mailto:Gabe.Neal@dot.gov
https://railroads.dot.gov/research-development/program-areas/train-control/ptc/railroads-ptc-dockets
https://railroads.dot.gov/research-development/program-areas/train-control/ptc/railroads-ptc-dockets
https://railroads.dot.gov/research-development/program-areas/train-control/ptc/railroads-ptc-dockets
http://www.regulations.gov
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provide their name, or the name of their
organization; however, submission of
names is optional. If you wish to
provide comments containing
proprietary or confidential information,
please contact FRA for alternate
submission instructions.

Issued in Washington, DC.
Carolyn R. Hayward-Williams,

Director, Office of Railroad Systems and
Technology.

[FR Doc. 2026—00395 Filed 1-12—26; 8:45 am|
BILLING CODE 4910-06-P

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Federal Railroad Administration
[Docket No. FRA-2000-7257, Notice No. 98]

Railroad Safety Advisory Committee;
Charter Reestablishment

AGENCY: Federal Railroad
Administration (FRA), U.S. Department
of Transportation (DOT).

ACTION: Announcement of charter
reestablishment of the Railroad Safety
Advisory Committee (RSAC).

SUMMARY: FRA announces the charter
reestablishment of the RSAC, a Federal
Advisory Committee established by the
U.S. Secretary of Transportation in
accordance with the Federal Advisory
Committee Act to provide information,
advice, and recommendations to the
FRA Administrator on matters relating
to railroad safety. This charter renewal
will be effective for two years from the
date it is filed with Congress.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Phil
Sung, Acting RSAC Coordinator,
philip.sung@dot.gov, 916—-224—-8826, or
Monique Ferguson Stewart, Executive
Officer, Office of Program Management,
Office of Railroad Safety,
monique.stewart@dot.gov, 202—689—
4313.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: This
notice is provided in accordance with
the Federal Advisory Committee Act
(Pub. L. 92—463, 5 U.S.C. ch. 10). RSAC
comprises 25 representatives from 21
organizations, representing various rail
industry perspectives. The composition
of the committee ensures the requisite
range of views and expertise necessary
to discharge its responsibilities. Please
see the RSAC website for additional
information at https://rsac.fra.dot.gov/.
Issued in Washington, DC.
John Karl Alexy,
Associate Administrator for Railroad Safety
and Chief Safety Officer.
[FR Doc. 2026—00470 Filed 1-12—-26; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4910-06-P

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
[Docket No.: DOT-OST-2025-2085]

Transportation Research and
Development Strategic Plan; Request
for Information

AGENCY: Office of the Assistant
Secretary for Research and Technology
(OST-R), U.S. Department of
Transportation.

ACTION: Request for Information (RFI).

SUMMARY: 49 U.S.C. 6503 requires that
the Secretary of Transportation develop
a 5-year transportation research and
development strategic plan to guide
future Federal transportation research
and development activities. The statute
states that the strategic plan shall
describe how the plan furthers the
primary purpose of the transportation
research and development program. The
Office of the Assistant Secretary for
Research and Technology (OST-R)
invites the public and transportation
system stakeholders to provide
comments to inform the development of
the U.S. Department of Transportation
(DOT or Department) Research,
Development, and Technology (RD&T)
Strategic Plan for fiscal years (FY) 2026—
2030. We welcome the views of the
transportation research community on
the Department’s research vision,
strategic goals, and priorities, and how
our research programs can advance the
transportation system of the present and
future.

DATES: Comments are due by February
12, 2026. DOT will consider comments
filed after this date to the extent
practicable.

ADDRESSES: Written comments may be
submitted by email or U.S. mail.
Respondents are encouraged to submit
comments electronically to ensure
timely receipt. Please include your
name, title, organization, postal address,
telephone number, and email address.

e Electronic Submission: Go to http://
www.regulations.gov. Search by using
the docket number (provided above).
Follow the instructions for sending
comments.

e Email: rdtplan@dot.gov. Include the
docket number in the subject line of the
message. Please include the full body of
your comments in the text of the
electronic message and as an
attachment.

e Mail: U.S. Department of
Transportation, Docket Operations,
West Building 5th Floor, Room W58—
213, 1200 New Jersey Avenue SE,
Washington, DC 20590.

¢ Instructions: All submissions must
include the agency name and docket
numbers.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Gina

Filosa, U.S. DOT Volpe Center, 617—

494-3452, rdtplan@dot.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
Background: 49 U.S.C. Chapter 65

outlines the following primary purposes

of transportation research:

¢ Improving mobility of people and
goods

¢ Reducing congestion

e Promoting safety

e Improving the durability and
extending the life of transportation
infrastructure

¢ Preserving the environment

e Preserving the existing transportation
system

¢ Reducing transportation cybersecurity
risks

In addition to the outlined primary
transportation research purposes, the
Department’s Strategic Plan also guides
the Department’s research priorities,
objectives, and strategies.

To align its research strategy and
programs with the Department’s goals,
the DOT is developing a new RD&T
Strategic Plan for FY 2026—2030. OST—
R invites the public to provide
comments to inform the development of
the 5-year strategic plan for
transportation RD&T. Comments should
regard appropriate RD&T activities to
meet the purposes and considerations
listed above and/or emerging RD&T
challenges, opportunities, and priorities
that DOT RD&T should address over the
next five years. In particular, comments
may respond to any or all of the
following questions:

1. How should DOT prioritize and
invest in research activities over the
next five years? Over the next 25 years?

2. What types of research activities
should DOT undertake to meet its
strategic goals?

3. What key social, demographic,
economic, technological, and/or other
trends influence transportation today
and into the future?

4. What emerging challenges or
opportunities or knowledge gaps in
transportation warrant additional DOT
RD&T activities or investments?

5. How can DOT best lead and
coordinate its RD&T activities with
Federal, State, local, tribal and
territorial governments, the private
sector, non-profit institutions, and
international partners?

6. How can DOT best use its research
portfolio to develop national standards
that can drive interoperability across the
multimodal transportation system?

7. What activities should DOT adopt
to facilitate deployment of DOT research
results into the U.S. transportation
system?


http://www.regulations.gov
http://www.regulations.gov
https://rsac.fra.dot.gov/
mailto:monique.stewart@dot.gov
mailto:philip.sung@dot.gov
mailto:rdtplan@dot.gov
mailto:rdtplan@dot.gov
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8. Is there anything else you want to
share or say regarding DOT’s research
portfolio and activities?

Signed in Washington, DC, on January 8,
2026.

Michael A. Halem,

Acting Assistant Secretary for Research and
Technology.

[FR Doc. 2026—00455 Filed 1-12—26; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4910-9X-P

DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY

Interest Rate Paid on Cash Deposited
To Secure U.S. Immigration and
Customs Enforcement Immigration
Bonds

AGENCY: Departmental Offices, Treasury.

ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: For the period beginning
January 1, 2026, and ending on March
31, 2026, the U.S. Immigration and
Customs Enforcement Immigration
Bond interest rate is 3 per centum per
annum.

DATES: Rates are applicable January 1,
2026, to March 31, 2026.

ADDRESSES: Comments or inquiries may
be mailed to Will Walcutt, Supervisor,

Funds Management Branch, Funds
Management Division, Fiscal
Accounting, Bureau of the Fiscal
Services, Parkersburg, West Virginia
26106-1328.

You can download this notice at the
following internet addresses: <http://
www.treasury.gov> or <http://
www.federalregister.gov>.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Ryan Hanna, Manager, Funds
Management Branch, Funds
Management Division, Fiscal
Accounting, Bureau of the Fiscal
Service, Parkersburg, West Virginia
261006—1328 (304) 480-5120; Will
Walcutt, Supervisor, Funds
Management Branch, Funds
Management Division, Fiscal
Accounting, Bureau of the Fiscal
Services, Parkersburg, West Virginia
26106-1328, (304) 480-5117.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Federal
law requires that interest payments on
cash deposited to secure immigration
bonds shall be ““at a rate determined by
the Secretary of the Treasury, except
that in no case shall the interest rate
exceed 3 per centum per annum.” 8
U.S.C. 1363(a). Related Federal
regulations state that “Interest on cash

deposited to secure immigration bonds
will be at the rate as determined by the
Secretary of the Treasury, but in no case
will exceed 3 per centum per annum or
be less than zero.” 8 CFR 293.2.
Treasury has determined that interest on
the bonds will vary quarterly and will
accrue during each calendar quarter at

a rate equal to the lesser of the average
of the bond equivalent rates on 91-day
Treasury bills auctioned during the
preceding calendar quarter, or 3 per
centum per annum, but in no case less
than zero. [FR Doc. 2015-18545]. In
addition to this Notice, Treasury posts
the current quarterly rate in Table 2b—
Interest Rates for Specific Legislation on
the Treasury Direct website.

The Acting Fiscal Assistant Secretary,
Gary Grippo, having reviewed and
approved this document, is delegating
the authority to electronically sign this
document to Heidi Cohen, Federal
Register Liaison for the Department, for
purposes of publication in the Federal
Register.

Heidi Cohen,
Federal Register Liaison.

[FR Doc. 2026—00434 Filed 1-12—26; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4810-AS-P
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Title 3—

The President

Executive Order 14372 of January 7, 2026

Prioritizing the Warfighter in Defense Contracting

By the authority vested in me as President by the Constitution and the
laws of the United States of America, it is hereby ordered:

Section 1. Purpose. As Chief Executive and Commander in Chief, I am
committed to ensuring that the United States military possesses the most
lethal warfighting capabilities in the world. Our Nation can only be at
peace if we maintain strength. The performance of America’s defense indus-
trial base is critical to this capacity. After years of misplaced priorities,
traditional defense contractors have been incentivized to prioritize investor
returns over the Nation’s warfighters.

While the United States produces the best military equipment in the world,
we do not make enough of it quickly enough to meet the needs of our
military and our partners. As a result, in these dangerous times, it is impera-
tive that our defense contractors be held to the highest standards intended
to ensure the advancement of core national interests, including with respect
to the timeliness and quality of the defense items that they deliver.

Although some contractors have made critical investments in increased pro-
duction capacity and been responsive to our Nation’s vital interests, far
more have not. Many large contractors—while underperforming on existing
contracts—pursue newer, more lucrative contracts, stock buy-backs, and ex-
cessive dividends to shareholders at the cost of production capacity, innova-
tion, and on-time delivery.

Effective immediately, they are not permitted in any way, shape, or form
to pay dividends or buy back stock, until such time as they are able to
produce a superior product, on time and on budget.

Every firm across our economy has a right to profit from prudent investment
and hard work, but the American defense industrial base also has the respon-
sibility to ensure that America’s warfighters have the best possible equipment
and weapons. These two objectives are not mutually exclusive.

Sec. 2. Policy. It is the policy of the United States Government to accelerate
defense procurement and revitalize the defense industrial base to maintain
peace through strength. To achieve this, the United States will no longer
allow defense contractors to single-mindedly pursue investor profits at the
expense of warfighter capability and readiness. Major defense contractors
will no longer conduct stock buy-backs or issue dividends at the expense
of accelerated procurement and increased production capacity.

Sec. 3. Review. (a) Within 30 days of the date of this order, and on a
continuing basis thereafter, the Secretary of War (Secretary) shall identify
any defense contractors for critical weapons, supplies, and equipment that
are underperforming on their contracts, not investing their own capital into
necessary production capacity, not sufficiently prioritizing United States
Government contracts, or whose production speed is insufficient as deter-
mined by the Secretary, and that have, during the period of underperformance
or insufficient prioritization, investment, or production speed, engaged in
any stock buy-back or corporate distribution. If a contractor is identified
as such, the Secretary shall provide that contractor with notice describing
the nature of the underperformance or insufficient prioritization, investment,
or production speed. The Secretary shall then engage as needed with the
relevant contractor to resolve the issues identified in such notice, including,
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where permissible under applicable law, providing the contractor with the
opportunity to submit a remediation plan approved by its board of directors
for review by the Secretary, during the 15-day period following notification.

(b) For those contractors that have already been identified and studied
by the Secretary as of the date of this order, in the manner described
in subsection (a) of this section, an additional review as described in sub-
section (a) of this section may not be required, as determined by the Secretary.

Sec. 4. Enforcement. (a) In any case where the contractor’s remediation
plan is insufficient as determined by the Secretary, or the contractor and
the Secretary are unable to resolve the dispute as to underperformance
within the relevant 15-day negotiation period, the Secretary may initiate
immediate actions to secure remedies for the Secretary that will expedite
production, prioritize the United States military, and return the contractor
to sufficient performance, investment, prioritization, and production, to the
maximum extent permitted by law, including through use of any voluntary
agreement of the contractor, available enforcement actions under the Defense
Production Act (50 U.S.C. 4501 et seq.), and any available contract enforce-
ment mechanisms within the Federal Acquisition Regulations and Defense
Federal Acquisition Regulations Supplement. When considering whether to
initiate any available enforcement action, the Secretary, to the extent per-
mitted by law, shall take into account the financial condition of the defense
contractor, the economic viability of relevant programs, and the potential
mutual benefits offered by robust and sustained growth opportunities from
the United States Government coupled with capital investments by the con-
tractor.

(b) Within 60 days of the date of this order, the Secretary shall take
steps to ensure that any future contract with any new or existing defense
contractor, including any renewal, contains a provision prohibiting both
any stock buy-back and corporate distributions by the contractor during
a period of underperformance, non-compliance with the contractor’s contract,
insufficient prioritization of the contract, insufficient investment, or insuffi-
cient production speed as determined by the Secretary. Additionally, the
Secretary shall ensure such future contracts stipulate that executive incentive
compensation for contractors will not be tied to short-term financial metrics,
such as free cash flow or earnings per share driven by stock buy-backs,
and instead will be linked to on-time delivery, increased production, and
all necessary facilitation of investments and operating improvements required
to rapidly expand our United States stockpiles and capabilities. Further,
the Secretary shall ensure such future contracts allow the Secretary, upon
a finding by the Secretary that a contractor has engaged in underperformance,
non-compliance with the contractor’s contract, insufficient prioritization of
the contract, insufficient investment, or insufficient production speed, to
require that executive base salaries of the contractor be capped at current
levels, with increases allowed for inflation, consistent with applicable law,
for a time period sufficient to allow the Secretary to scrutinize the incentive
portion of executive compensation to ensure it is directly, fairly, and tightly
tied to the above metrics.

(c) When a contractor is identified by the Secretary pursuant to section
3 of this order, the Secretary shall, in consultation with the Secretary of
State and the Secretary of Commerce, consider whether it is appropriate
to cease ongoing advocacy efforts or deny new advocacy cases for underper-
forming contractors competing for an international Foreign Military or Direct
Commercial Sale.

(d) The Chairman of the Securities and Exchange Commission shall con-
sider whether to adopt amended regulations governing stock buy-backs under
Rule 10b—18 that would prohibit use of the relevant safe harbor for defense
contractors of the type identified by the Secretary pursuant to section 3
of this order.

Sec. 5. General Provisions. (a) Nothing in this order shall be construed
to impair or otherwise affect:
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(i) the authority granted by law to an executive department or agency,
or the head thereof; or

(ii) the functions of the Director of the Office of Management and Budget
relating to budgetary, administrative, or legislative proposals.

(b) This order shall be implemented consistent with applicable law and
subject to the availability of appropriations.

(c) This order is not intended to, and does not, create any right or benefit,
substantive or procedural, enforceable at law or in equity by any party
against the United States, its departments, agencies, or entities, its officers,
employees, or agents, or any other person.

(d) The costs for publication of this order shall be borne by the Department
of War.

THE WHITE HOUSE,
January 7, 2026.

[FR Doc. 2026-00554
Filed 1-12-26; 11:15 am]
Billing code 6001-FR-P
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